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DISPERSION OF THE JEW& 

THE ancient part of the Jenish history was 
concluded with an account of the siege and 
demolition of the temple and city of Jerusalem ; 
of the dreadful slaughter of many of the inhabit- 
ants which ensued ; and of the dispersion and 
servitude of the wretched survivors. These 
•events exactly corresponded, in every particular, 
to the divine prediction of Jesus, the long pro- 
mised and expected Messiah, whom the Jews re- 
jected and crucified. In continuing the Jewish 
history, we shall commence our narrative with 
an account of those who retired from Jerusalem, 
tmmedtately after the destruction of their city 
and temple by the Romans, and dispersed them- 
selves through the countries of Turkey, Persia) 
EgyP'i PalcBtine, and the eastern parts of the 
World i and we shall conclude our I'clation wi^ 
ft recital of the principd occurrences which b&. 
fel those Jews that migrated into Italy, Spain, 
Portugal, France, England, Germany, and other 
provinces of Europe.* 

'Besidea thetedittinctioRs, the Eimipean Jews divide 
thenuelves imo northern and laathem i the fonricrcon- 
•ilting of thou who for mmy ages hire midc[l in Gelb 
mxny, Denmark, Poland, and other nonhera provinces - 
and the Utier, ihoie in Spais, Portugal, t(c. 

Vol. Xm. B 
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9 i)i»EX5ioir er 

The luBtory of the eastern Jews is very ob> 
■cure and perplexed. The rest of that people aw 
greatlj' ignorant of what happened to theifbre- 
thren in tbosc remote countries, and have re« 
ceived very imperfect intelligence from thence, 
They who survived the demolition of thetein|de 
and city of Jerusalem, and escaped the Airy of 
the Roman soldiers, retired, some into Galilee, 
but a moch greaternumbcrinto E^pt and Cy- 
rene. The learned Dr. L^httbot, hoivever, coa> 
jectured that the Jewish sanhedrim was not 
abolished, but only removed to Jamnia, and from 
thence to Tiberias, where it subsisttd till the 
death of Judah the saint ; and that academies 
were erected in other cities, whilst the nation was 
Btill governed by a patriarch. But all this rests 
on the bare authority of their traditions, whicbi 
in what concerned the Jewish honour, are not to 
be depended on, and seem, in this particular, to 
be entirely false ; for it does not appear, that the 
Bomaos left to that court the least shadow of 
power or authority. On the contrary, we know 
that (he whole nation, on account k thek- fre- 
quent and bloody rebellions, was grievously op- 
pressed; and it it not probable, that a^-people 
become so odious and detestable, would be per- 
mitted such a supreme court, and one which 
had so great and extensive authority. Besides, 
if Titus had made any concession of this nature 
to the Jewish peo[^, Josephus, as well tar Che 
Jionour of that emperor, as for the credit of his 
nation, would, doubtless, have mAiced it. And 
JXNmtian is kjiown to have hated the Jews toe 
much to have allowed tbein such a signal priv^ 
-fcge ; for he was rather b persecutor than a friend 
and beneiactor of that people. It is, thercfiqg. 
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■ THf JSWI. 3 

in tbe reign ef the emperor Nerra, hii niccessor, 
who was much more favourable to tbe JewS) that 
we are to look for the first appearance and inati- 
Oition of thcae Jewish patriaich*. During the 
two |M«ceding reigtis, (bey were treated with 
cruelty and op[Mvs«on ; nor can they be aup- 
poscd) tinder tlMwe leTcnil catavraities, to have 
recovered tbemadreB bo &r from their diaper- 
ston, as to have been in a condition to obtain tbta 
new dignity, much less to ntiie it to such > de- 
gree of authonty. 

With reapect to the petriardu of Jtidea, they 
ftre generally conuderad to have been of the 
Aaronick or Levitical race, and not of the tribe 
(rf" Judah, which, in these parts, was either extin- 
gni^ed, or at least so &r depressed, that they 
ooatd not resume their fermer functions and 
power ; and any such attempt would only hare 
krought upon them tbe resentment of the Ro- 
man nation. That the Priests and Lerites, how- 
ever, should be permitted to assume the power 
of instructing the people, and, for that purpose, 
to erect schools, to appoint masters, and, at 
length,' to instal cHie over the rest, with tbe title 
^Roab Abboth, or head of the Others, and to 
which the Greek word patriarch corresponds, 
seems very probaMe ; for neither their ti^ie, 
which was excluded the regal dignity, nor their 
office, which was then confined to matters of re- 
ligitm, could give any umbrage to the Reman 
power. The authority which they ftcqitired over 
the people committed to their charge, owed its 
rise and gradual increase to their great reputa- 
tion for learning and piety, and principally con- 
Ksted in the deciuoD of matten which related 
to rdigioiii and in faunio; tbe viBeit and inott. 
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efiectuat regtdations far the re-estaUii&BMntMd 
permanency of it. The authority of the patii- 
- arcbs, however, has be^n greatly exa^erated b^ 
the Jewish writers, in ortler to repel a powerfiil 
argument urged by the Christians, that tba 
sceptre or regal power metttianed by Jacob, had 
departed from thenu Subordinate officers were ' 
appointed imder them, whose businew it was to 
cany their decisions into effect, and to regukts 
other affairs within the cognisance of the patii* 
archs* 

Uavioi; determined the most probaUe era of 
the commencement of the patriarchate, it will be 
necessary to observe, that the celebrated city of 
Tiberias, founded by Herod, and akuated on tho 
lake of that name, was chosen for the patnarchi^ 
seat. In this city, also, a Jewish academy wa& 
soon after erected, which became famous f<»' its 
learned men, and particularly for the compilers 
Slf the Mishnah". 

, In the nest century, the Jews rebelled tmden , 
j^, D the emperor Trajan, which can only be 
115. ascribed to their impatience and hatred of 
a foreig-Q yoke. Their resentment raged 
with incredible fury, notwithstanding the low 
.jcondiiion to which they had before been reduced. 
The Jews at Cyrene, who had been settled there 
fcr some time, and had become powerful, were 
the first to rebel) and gained some considerfdile 
advantages over the Cyrijnians and £^ptians. ■ 
These fled immediately to Alexandria, and 
alarme<l that city to such a degree, that all the 
Jews found in it were massaci-ed. Those at Cy- 

■ The Mishnah is a code or body of oral Iradhions, 
founded on the writings and ordinances of Moses, kc: 
The Greeks called it Deuteronom^r, or the second Uuti 
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lene, provoked at such » dre«dAil repnsal, choM 
wie Andrea for tbeir principal. Under ihii 
ksderi they killed tvo hundred and twenty thou* 
Nnd inhaUtanta, and Ibught manj desper&te 
batdes with the Romans, under M. Turboi whom 
Tr^an sent with a pow«:ful annyi lo r^uca 
them. They lud waste and depopulated the 
whole count^ of Lytxa, and Adrian was sifter- 
wards under the necessity of sending a colony to 
re-petqdeit. 

In the next year, the Jews of Mesopotamia 
appeared in arms, arul in<sach fbrcc,-that the in- 
habitants of the wturie country feared for tlieir 
safety* This obliged th& emperor to send L. 
Quietus, at that time, the' greatest general the 
Romans had.- He slew great numbers of the in- 
surgentE, and again subjected' the rest to the Ro< 
man power; but lest they should re-assemble, 
and rdjcl after his departure, Trajan ^ipointed 
him governor of Palestine,, that he might keep 
dicm in awe> 

Scon after, the Jews-in-tfae isleofCyprus re- 
volted,, and destroyed tw» hundred and fbr^ 
thousand of the inhabitants- Trajan, iherclbne, 
scot Adrian with a powerful army, who inth' 
difficult stdjdued them ; and they were afters 
wards, by an edict, banished the island. 

The next insurrection was raised by- ttJedr fLdse 
meanafa, or canba, or, as he called himsell^ Bar- 
chochab- This man taking adrantage of the 
resentment with which the roinda of t>ie Jews 
were at tliat tJnae in6amcd, on account of a colo-- 
ny which Adrian had sent to rebuild the city- 
of Jerusalem, and of a prohibition to circumcise, 
tbeir cbildien, became die principal of the Jewish 
palion, and proclaimed himself their long cs* 
JJ2 
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pecCed Messiah. He was one of those banditti 
that infested Judea, uid corumitted all khidsof 
violence against the Komans. Having, howe- 
ver, become powerful, he was chosen king of 
the Jews, and acknowledged as the true Meau^. 
He chose for bis precursor, the celebrated Aktba, 
who being in high repute among the Jews, and 
ctuef of their sanhedrim, declared him to be the 
■tar which had been predicted io arise out of Ja^i- 
cob. An army of two hnndrcd thousand men 
was immediately raised, and Bithcr became the 
place of their retreat, and the ca^iital of this new 
kingdom. 

Barchochab, howerer, did not declare war 
j^_j^ against the Romans, till Adrian had quit- 
134. ted Egypu When the Roman emperor 
was informed of the great number of 
banditti, and other straggling Jews, who had 
flodied to the standard of Barchochab, he sent 
T.^ufus with a numerous atid powerfiil body 
of troops ag^nst them i but these forces were 
not suificiently strong, to prevent the impostor 
from gaining advantages over hiiHi and from 
destroying great numbers of converted Jews* 
Romuis, and ChrisUans. At length Jidius Se- 
verus, who was then in Englaod, and was es- 
teemed the most consummate general of his 
age and nation, was deputed to command the 
troops destined to act against the insurgents.' ~ 
Not thinking it prudent or safe- to oppose at 
once so vast and powerful an army, he cmitented 
himself with paitial engagements, and with de- 
feating detachments of their forces- By these 
Oteans, he at length enclosed the enemy in Bi- 
ther, cut off all their supplies, and laid uege to 
tbe place. The iusurgeais defeiuied thenueWw 
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with great bniTery, and put THphon, & &niou9 
Tsldn, to death, for only propoaing to Buircnder 
the town. The besieged, however, could not 
long, withstand the repeated and vi^rou 3 attacks 
made upon the place. In one of tiiese assaults, 
Barctiochab nas killed, and Stther soon after 
surrendered. A dreadful carnage of the Jewa 
immediately ensued, and their historians sffirm, 
that a greater number of their countrymen was 
destroyed within the walla of Bither, than was 
the whole amount of their n^on when they emi- 
gtaled irom the land of Egypt. Atuba, after 
sufleriDg a severe imprisonment, was doomed by 
the conquerors to a cruel death ; and with hinit 
say the Jews, perished the glory of the Jewish 
fatw. In this war, the Romans lost a great 
number of troops ; but the number of the Jews 
that died by the sword, was five hundred arid 
eighty thousand, besides those who perished hf 
famine, fire, and divers other calamities. 

The Roman general having thus terminated 
the war, the euiperor Adrian seized the - 
^vintage of this peafefn) interval to per- ^^P* 
fca his design of rebuilding Jerusalem. 
But it was not the intention of Adrian to rciitJ 
state the Jewa in their ancient city, which would 
only have occasioned more frequent revolts. On 
die contrary, by this action, he intended to mar- 
tify and humble the sjMrit of that stubborn 
people. For that purpose, he caused the an- 
cient monuments of religion in the temple to bo 
effaced and destroyed, and statues of pagtm idola 
to be substituted in their room ; and he likewise- 
issued a severe edict, which expressly prohibited 
the Jewa from entering the city. Not, however^ 
saUsSsd jfUb theae acts of profanaiioD find ww- 
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ritft Adrian gave orders, that great tmtnber*^ 
of these unh^ip^ people shdqld be anniHJl^- sold 
Bice hones, and that the rest sbould be banished 
into Egrpt. By these means, he efectually re- 
moTcd the Jewiih inh^tanta from Jenualetn t- 
and this state became the most wretched and de- 
plorable that can possibly be imagined. Ex- 
cluded entTanoe into the holy city,, their ancient 
inheritance, they surveyed Jerasalem Irom the 
neighbouring; mountains, and wept over it. Fre- 
quently did the men and . women aacend the 
Mount of Olivxsr uid. with Iheir clothes rent,- 
their hair dUbevelled, and in all the ecstacy of 
grief and de^>ai%. bewail the ruin and decay ot- 
. iheir once'fiptaKtid>aiHl celebrated metrt^lis. 

Whilst tbe weatcm Jews, however^ were thus-- 
experieocii^ all the miBeries. of oj^ressitHi and. 
noience, a much better &te attended their bre< 
thren in the east.. Trajaiir indeed, had carried- 
hb arms against tbem as far an Mcac^Mtamia^. 
kut after Adrian was . invested with the purple^ 
he consented that the Euphrates should be the- 
bouDdaiyof the Roman empire ;,tbe. Jews, there* 
fore, that resided beyond that river, were, in ge- 
Deral, not concerned in tbe war which we have, 
been relating. A few of them, however, passed, 
the Euphrates, that they might as«st their bre- 
thren in Judea against, the Roman power,' but 
unhappily their aid served oo other purpose, than., 
to increase the number. «J' the slain, and to grace, 
the triumph of the cwnquerors. 

In this century, Judah ffakkadosh, the son of 
Simeon, sumamed the Just, and the third patri-. 
arch of the Jews, compiled the Mlshnah. He. 
succeeded his &ther in the dignity, and enjoyed, 
tlK jwtnarclu^ Itxty-gve ycarsi. The. great r&> 
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jMilatiM) tnd authority, which hia leamih^ and 
aInlUies had procured him* made him so arro^ 
g«nt end aasunMiig, that he bf no means dc^ 
Geired the tide of taint, which was conirired on 
biitit Jydah Hakkaitoah was succeeded iu the 
patriarchate by his son Gamaliel, who confirmed 
his &ther'3 Mishnah, and died, A. D. 3S9. Hi« 
BCHi Judah did nothing worthy of notice, ex- 
cepting- that he left hia digirity to bis son Hillet 
the second, a person of great mctit and icainingi 
This patriarch was the first who computed tbia 
yeara from the Creation. He sdao invented tbs 
cycle of i 9 years, to cause the course of the siui 
wtd moon to agree. Before his deathyHillel waft 
converted to the Christian &ith ; and Judah hia 
son succeeded him in the patriarchal dignity. 
On his demise, his son Hilkl the third, became 
purisrch of Judea, and governed the Jewish 
church till the year 383. He was succeeded by 
bis son Gamaliel, the fourth of that name, and 
the last of the patriitrchal race. In 4 1 5 the em* 
pcror TheodosiuB deprived Gamaliel of put of 
his authority, and the patriarchal dignity was 
entirely abolished in 499, after it had continued 
in the same family during thirteen generations. 

During the reigns of Antoninus Piusg M. Ai»> 
rdius, and Commodus, tJhe Jews were treated 
with great liberality and kindness ; and Anto* 
ninus became not only a friend and patron of 
their nation, but also a convert to their religion. 
An edict of Adritui, however, which prohibited 
the crrcumcision of the Jewish children, being 
still in force, they grew so impatient under this 
restraint, that they appeared inarms, and obliged ' 
the emperor to repeal it, and to restore to them 
the free UK of their nl^[{o^3 ccretnoniu. 
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The emperor Consbuitme was under tike fM* 
cesuty of enacting Kveid ktck lawB against 
the Jews, to prevent their Du^ung prooel^tea, and 
to suppress their insolence towards the Chrisliaiis. 
Many false and absurd account* are r^ted 1^ 
hiatorians, relative. to the' conduct of this empe-- 
Tor towards the Jewish people. The deugn of 
CotistaiUine was neither to persecute them, nov 
to compel them to embr«:e the christian ^th ; 
on the coiitrarf, his only aim was to prevent 
that liberty and indulgence) which had been at< 
lowed them, front beconiiig subaervient ts the- 
detriment and disgrace of chnstianity. It was, 
however) in the reign of Coostantinc, that ths 
Jeivs, who had become numerous in-Persia, and 
having been treated with kindness and liberalitjc 
by many of the Persian raoaatchs, had acquired 
great power and influence al that court, raised 
a dreadful persecution against the eastern Chris- 
tians. By their instigattcms, the Chriatianfi were 
riaughtered, the churches demolished, and every 
trace of Christianity was nearly obliterated. 
These destructive and smguinary proceediiq^ 
were intendeds as. they said, to revenge l^e in* 
suits and indignitica which the Jewish peo^ 
weie made to. suffer in the Roman empire. 

But their conduct tpwards the Christians ^A 
not go l(Hig unpunished. C^mstans sucweded 
his father in the empice, and obsernng the hmo- 
lence of the Jews, and the indignant mamier in 
which they treated the Christians, found himself 
under the necesuty of using them with severity* 
What, however, incensed him most against them». 
was the treacherous cwduct of the Jewish inh»» 
Ijitants of Dioccsarea, in Palestine. The Jewi, 
of that glace taking the advaaO^ of the. tmt- 
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»t» ai'« dttnce, who hnd^zQarcbed ui army inta 
HuDgwy, rajifd KR iiuuRcctiwi in Jiidea, that 
Ifaej okig^t oM^icnte with the Penians, who, at 
the tame tine, inraded the Roman eminre, and 
laid siege to Niiitna. Cotutans was, thcRfiirct 
cooBtrained to detach GaUus against them, who, 
Otarctung his army through Judea, defeated the 
i^teUioiH Jews, aad rased Diocsurea. The 
emperor being a christian, and also inflamed 
with reseMntent against the Jews for their ^ q 
treachery, not only reTired the laws which 353,' 
had heen paaaed against that people, diir- ~~' 
ii^ the former reigns, but enacted others still 
•tore severe. Erery Jew that married a Chris- 
tian, or circamcised a slave, was punished with 
deadu Not only were they prohibited from ea> 
teriag Jerusalem, hut even the viewing it at a 
diiUncc was tebe purchased with money. , 
. From Julian the apostate, the Jews received 
naj sensible marks of filvour and distiQction> 
Ue not only exempted them from taxes, and al- 
lowed tbemllie free and undisturbed exercise nf 
their reSgion, but permitted them to rebuild 
their temple, and Aimished them with money 
tod matcnab for the work. These signal fs' 
vours rendered the Jews haughty and insolent to- 
wards the Christians, and they demolished many 
dturches in Judea, Syria, and Egypt. In the 
mean time, they began to re-edify the temple at 
Jenualemi men, women, and children were 
equally zealous to assist and forward the work ; 
and many made themselves implements of silver 
4nd gold with which to erect this new edifice. 
But Diviiw Prondence completely defeated their 
^signs: such a scries of astonishing and dread- 
fitl evtuts fc^wcd the midertaking, that the 
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fcvswere compelled to i^tt from t&eif pi^ 
k J) ceedings, and the predictions of our Sa- 
363, viour respecting the tempk and city of 
Jerusalem acquired additional force from 
this abortive attempt. 

Duritig the reigns of Vaientioian and VakntN 
ihe Jews had full llbeKf of conscience allowed 
tfaem ; and their patiiarchs were restored to tba 
enjoyinent of their ancient privileges. Having 
been kindly and liberally treated, however, for 
a g;reat length of time, they became so insolent 
and seditious, that the emperor Theodoaiua the 
•econd, a mild, generous, and equitable piinc«i 
was under the necessity of punishing therai diat 
he might suppress their pride and turbulence* 
The Jews used the Christians with insults and 
indignities; and the Christjans retaliated upon 
theni by burning their synagogues and houses^ 
tnd causing many of them to be put to death. 
The emperor therefore issued several edicts, ex- 
preasly forbidding the Christians to persecute the 
Jews on account of their religion, and prohibit- 
ing the Jews from offering any contemptuous in- 
sults to the established church. 
. The Jews of Alexandria, who are sdd to havs 
amounted to one hundred thousand, had fre- 
quent disturbances with the Christians, which 
generally terminated in bloodshed. Cyril, the 
bishop of that city, was extremely embittered 
against them, and threatened them with ecclesi- 
astical execution. The Jews, however, knowing 
that Orestes, the governor of Alexandria, was 
their friend and patron, despised the . threats of 
the bishop, and resolved to attack the Christians 
in the middle of the night. For this purpose, 
they seat ieveral of their people through the 
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SMets of the city, who cried out that the grcM 
church was in flames. The Christians hearings 
this, hutily came out wiarmed ; and the Jews 
distinguishing themselves bjr some i>eculiar 
marks, immediatety attacked the Chris- j^ q,' 
tians, and slew great numbers of them. 415.' 
Cyril being apprised of these proceedings, 
did not WMt to be righted by the ciril powcFi 
but putting himself at the head of the Christians, 
he entered their synagogues, which he appro- 
priated to the nse of the church. He then gave 
fhnr houses to be plundered, and compelled the 
Jews to leave the city, almost naked. 

This conduct of the bishop highly exasperated 
Orestes, who could not brook such an infringe- 
ment of his authority, and was grieved that so 
great a number of inhabitants had been expelled 
, rtie city. Thepeople also declared against these 
proceedings of the bishop, and would have 
obliged him to have submitted himself to the 
governor, but this he absolutely refused to do. 
On the contrary, taking the Gospel in his hand, 
he endeavoured by threats to effect a reconcilia- 
tion ; but finding Creates obstinate and inflexible, 
he commanded a re^ment'of monks, to the num- 
ber of fiileeii hundred, to descend from the 
mountains, atid to assault the prefect in his cha- 
riot. This was accordingly done, and the go- 
vernor being wounded in the head, and covered 
vrith blood, would certainly have been killed, had 
not the people mn to his assistance, and rescued 
bim out of the hands of the monks. This tu- 
mult being appeased, Orestes caused one of the 
princip^ of the ofTenders, named Ammonlus, to 
be put to death ; and he sent an account of the 
vhole transaction to his court. Cyrit also wrote 
Voi.XIli. C 
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jto,tbe.Banpe«»s sndnot.oBlr Joat^M :tf)e#l»^ 

.declared AnnnoniuB .a martyr in the causfi-«f 
Christianity- Th)« conduct of the bttht^ pm- 
duced auew commotioni in wliiah manr IK>Hnii 
lost their livfa, and in the numbv of irhoin ww 
the celebrated I^patisi a youn^ heathen 'lady of 
«]tcdlcnt uodarstandin^, learnin!;) vnd .Tinii% 
who yiBA bai^MTOUsly iauideredbafore<Dnic of -the 
.^hnstian, churches. The iU-iimedzealand pn- 
^umptjon of Cyril are visible in all tbeie prtt- 
.peedingg, and his c«iduct has bc^ justly blamed 
by every impartial person* f . .•'• 

In the west, the Jens under the.g«nnitiqBeat 
of .Uvnorius enjayed tlie,fii|l,oserciaB of tbcir 
A .Q religion. That emperor.. had owetsd ^ 
i^ia. 1^'^ .which disfHayed his jiitwral ttfii .ea- 
tensive views, and which iiffportedi' th^ 
.the real.glory of a prince consisted in pecmitlin^ 
>I1 his subjects the full andipeactaabte «iqofBKqt 
.of their rights and privileges, even Uiough^e 
C9uld not a^ree with them in vna.tten.ot religtotb 
Pursuant to this decree, he expressly {ux>hitate4 
the destruction of synagogues, or the appraprii^ 
,tion of ttwm to any Mber purpose ; and be also 
commatKled, that the Jews should .not be .conS- 
jielled to violate the observance of their sabb 
bath, on account of the puljlick aervice. On the 
other hand, that he might prevent tbeni &ont 
abusing their liberty, be ordered them to build 
no new synagogues, and to make no proselyUa 
to their religion ; and he deprived them .t^ seve- 
ral places and ofBces, which they held in -tlie 
state. 

In this ceotui; .happened the celelM*ate()t 
jfaougli disputed, copveiisian of thejlewsof Ui- 
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nma.- ItctfiM'IUMdwnetwoeomMot^ a_ 
Mt MwTWi In the one, the Christian 4Qa.' 
tiMbop faad'liixreiidtnoej mi which wm 
■Btardkud the Jews i wba woro iifeBerdly pu- 
nUwd- with suddm and niiKctihnis death, if' 
tbagr wnurwl to enter it. The-otberwaschicflr 
utaaUted b^ J^WB,.who onj Dyed very- GonaMwL 
aU» and lucnrtiw offices' ; and'TheodoahiB, the- 
pMudeat'oF'tbe syinig(ipi«, and'a-dMiw ot tHt 
iimi -wmt- the pnmiipa) p«m« m the islarrdi 
JtevenM'-tatnng'beoMna bishop of Mtnon^ Wat' 
9uaif pcnmnded byOnMisB, wHohftdretimieil 
flom- ifcnisaJvin,- latieo with' miramitaua reliclE^ 
to<«tenipC ths conKrrionof the Jfmi They 
agOHnMiGed with privUA ^iaaotirseB, and thA- 
iwoo m fad lopublio cenfermicM, wttioh were held' 
ia the ^nagogon. T4te Chriuians finding thaf 
ibeJnvMt -women JBtandedW aaaaiift (Keni) |>ro> 
wled .&r theip defence. A tunmk entued, xUk 
iiwwjimiiiiiiif whioh were, that the aymngopKr 
WM' dwtMyedj md- nothinfif pnMrfed beside^ 
ttobB«k»a«l:[Mo. Tbelli^«|^ h»w«f«r, ex*, 
ttbitcd MKha- namber of minu^to, ttfttt their 
greatest men ttegan to rcMnt, mAi inthe-course- 
<■- eighit dbySf nMntofi the Jews were converted 
Ht ttw Chmtaib- fUtht u>d their synaet^oe b»-- 
ounea eharcb. Bntsame, w4iO'(MntiDuad ob- 
Minate and'untractaMet concealad:them»eIve» iif 
oawttto^ till hunger oomp«s)led them to qiiit- 
thmr place of retraat ; and others' leaving alt' 
their property behind thorn, sou^ an asylunt 
in foreign' countries ; vA' which plunly demoa- 
ttratea, that compulsory means had bees used.to 
proourv a con veraioli • 

, t Upon the imipUeB of the-Vandate into- the 
BoiBan,-aaiiNPBr it' nighc Juurs bean . sxpocted^ 
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that the JcffS would have been worse treated than . 
others of the people) by that fierce and barba- 
rous nation. But<hey enjoyed the same privi- 
legesrand only participated in the comiDon mis- 
foi-tunesf, which are the usual concomitant of 
great revolutions. They wece allowed the m>r 
i^m-ained exercike of religion ; and on the payy 
raent of a tribute, they ware pttrnutted tEi« iree« , 
dom of commerce. They were, however, pro- 
hibited the enjoyjnent of titular dijpiitiu and of 
civil and ntilitt^ offices ; all which were for-, 
bidden theni by the Roman emperon. Theo- 
doiick, in particular, protected them agaiftst the 
Chiistiai) zealotS) and would, permit jio cpnipul- 
Bory means to be u^d for their conversion. • ile 
reproved the eeoale for sufTeEing a synagogue La 
be bumed at Rome, and reprintanded the c)erg|F 
of Milan for seizing another. The Genoese 
were about to deprive them of the ptivileges,. 
which, for a long time, they bad enjoyed ampn^ 
them i but the Jewshs'il recouf^e to Theodorick* 
who peraiitted them to rebuild their aynagoguest 
and restored to them the free iCXercise of th^ir 
civil and religious rights. 

L) Persia a violent persecution was rajsed 
against the Jews, which historians tell us coi^ 
tinned for aeventy -three years ; during which 
time the syni^gues were shut, the observance 
of the sabbath was suppressed, and their ^schools 
and clfapels were appropriated by the m^i. 
Uuna their chief, and two of his disciples, wer« 
j^ D imprisoned, and suffered death with wotv- 
474. derful fortitude ; but the Jewish youtiit 
^ more addicted to the pleasures of life,, 
were easily persuaded to forsake their religioD) 
and a general defection in Isr^l followed. 



■ n, C.OOylc 



- TKK fXVC IT 

. Tba timth cmtupy comisenced with a penecu- 
tion of the: AtwB) »ik1 of the dispwsion of the 
IBQ tnbcA w. the «a0t, by Ca*)ldc«, a piincc of a 
IHVUfLand i)»fenou» diapoittion, who intended 
tooenp^laU linaiAjec(»» CtwiadoM, i«wa, and 
otburB) t» «iBfaiai:« tho Peraiui rd^ion. Thia 
pBfMCUfHan vf extr^mcl]' vi<dent. The cele- 

tgWMII iIh) Befuaq woBarch, wd w« ara lohli 
toll wtk txii tMj|t«k«d moa obL]' h« uKtieufully 
«QBM»de4: agaJAqt him Ga^ spnae yttam; but ha 
\M» i^DWVds defeat 41x1 put to death. Th« 
B«r«Mw th W eni»r4d 4)4 city, iawKMi ^Otra, 
the chief of the captivity, resided, and. having 
>liHM)e««d it) hapgfd thajt {HinCe mi Ui« presi* 
4itnt of thec«i9Mt OH a hctdgc T*e fer a. d. 
ni^ of ^evAta, beiook thjeiQae^ea to s22.' 
Bi^At a<i4 Uti son aad heir ij^tine^ into 
M(le<k wlt«f« ^e bfcame ctu^of the Sanhedrim, 
(^bosmes, Uie gwati bowevar, vbo succeeded 
C^wdca W the kingdom, b«ate4 th^ Jewa wiitt 
ttm gn$^tcr ngauf aod veverity than hia pi-ede- 
tnwr h^d done. They end^voncd to ^taJix 
the &vMif of this ptipcci by persuading him to 
)K«»k off D^ociAliqua for peace vrith the emperor 
|u$ttni an, which were then in gre&t forwardness* 
for thi«, purpose, th«y promised Choanites, that 
il he would t^onaent to continue th« war, they 
WQidd smst him io Dicing hinwetf master of 
JepuMl^lQ, WW of the licbcst cities in the world. 
Choaroos, tt>ei;efor¥, entering into their treache* 
WHdfsignjbn^offpegociatiofis for peace j^ j,. 
ifUh (he e(ppi;roc, and prepared to fi^qy s8».' 
the project into execution. The Pei'sian 
(«Oti»reh) hovevcr, ^fas soon informed, that the 
^r««ns \fU9 hi4 been etpplc^eti ia iifsisUag to 
C3 
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obtain pcwBession of JeruBakm, had been mitoi 
by order of ihe ^Temment, and, after making ■- 
full discovery of their design and aliettore, hud 
been p<it to death. But this information did not 
deter Chosroea from prosecuting; the war ; whit^ 
was carried on with great vigour, and many buc-- 
cessfiil inroads were made into Syria and F^t^. 
fine. The Jewsr however, in those parts, shared 
. the common cdamilies, nor were they treated 
with lesa aeverity than the rest of the inholiitiM* 
of the conquered countries. Their acadetnies 
were ahut, ^eir love of learning became extin- 
lushed, and their chief was obliged to remow 
into Judea. 

They recovered their liberty, howerw, mxta 
after, when Honnisdas the third aaoended the 
throne ; and they continued in the full enjoy- 
ment of their civil and reli^ous priviiegns, dor* 
ing the reign of that prince. But after Cfao«i'oe» 
the second had by parricide obtained possession 
of the Persian monarchy^ the Jews took part 
with Varames the son of Choaroes, in a rebellioft 
agaitwt hii father. Varames being soon afto* 
reduced to subjection, the Jews suffered extreme^ 
A D '^ for their rebellhniH proceedings, and 
f>l5. were treated as afeithless, turbulent, and 
" implacable people, that excited the aub- 
Jects against their prince, and fomented sedition. 
The Jews of Antioch were the first that lufiered 
the monarch's resentment ; many of them pe- 
fished by the sword ; others were put to death 
by the most cruel torments ; and the rest were 
reduced to the most abject and dephmU^ >!»• 
very. 

' Chosroes, however, was afterwards reconciled 
lo them, and the Jews appear to have reodem} 
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turn tamy^dgiwl And Important senMfc la^ 
taking^the dty uf Jerasakm, they acted Jncon*' 
cert with that prince ; taid no sooner was Chos-' 
raea master of that melropolis, than he delirertd 
up all the Christian prisoncn intotheir hinds ;> 
thougli he must hare known that the ^ws. par- 
cliBied them for no other purpose, than to .»•. 
date their cruel and implacable hatred againM' 
tbem. Accordingly^ no lees than mnety thou-i' 
amd of diese unfortunate people were barba*. 
iDurir put to death. 

Whilst Chosroea alto was beetc^og. Constan- 
tioople, and all the forcei of Byria and Jiidea*- 
were employed in the defence of that capital, the- 
Jews made an attempt upon Tyx. They in- 
tendell to aeixe that impcotant place, and to de- 
stroy all the Tyrians -. but the inhabitants having 
timely notice of their design, were prepared ibr- 
the Kttack, ahd tnuvely repulsed them. Thus 
daa{if)okited, ' the Jewa disporaed themsclTet' 
din>U)fli the country, and assaulted And burned 
■HUiy :of the Christian ohurcfaes. Thvy 'werei' 
howeveri at length, destroyed by the Tynans^' 
wfao aallying out of the city, cut them to jneces. 
, In the seventh century amae Mahomet on the 
■tagc of the world. The splen^d and princely 
appeanuice of this impostor deceived the Jevrs) 
who considered him as the true Messiah, and 
many of them became conrerta to the rcHgion, 
' which he professed and taught.* .The Jews be*, 
iog numerous, and powerful in several parts of 
Anb^a, poisessed of many strong c^tl^ and 
fertrenes, and in the custom of maintaining ar- 
" I( seems probable, that this cOnverBion of the Jews, 
itho are always intent on vroridl/ advanUge, wis taote 
i»foical than Mai. 
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nibs wuhr AuttMreral [WtBcUi it ta>prabfiUt. 
titac Mafaametj al the cnramenceraent of bis 
cMwari ^id Ew&re hia Rligion ^ad become ea> 
taUisfaed,. thougbc it prudent aud neceaaaty to 
GpBit their intercut aod. alliance. 
' ^uL whatever cause MaboBiet might receive . 
for his aversioiLaf tbis people, iD is ceKain&om.' 
ike tenaur of his writiDga, that he aftervards 
hated aad deBpised them : he calls them, betray- 
ett and mavdcrera of the prophets, and a people 
justly punished with the curse of tJie Almightyt- 
foe their violittw&B of bia sabbatbs ttnd hia lawsj 
and Kir Uieir nabcHef uid< conUmpt of ths wet-' 
cicDt Beera'aiHlof ltinnwl& Aud st kogtA^iw' 
openly declaiTd hostilities against therat. 

This vacwaa commeiKed by Caj(tbtt«ne o£tJte.' 
ptkKipal pcraiuts of th« Jewish natioa; a iiua 
wbo opposed aH the Toeasiires of the impoatoc ; 
for which (■easoaMahoaiet|;ttTeordjBrs, to several 
of his followers to uiaj'lay and tQ destroy him; 
wheraupon Cajat^ who was kifomted of the d&i' 
ftigna. Ibrmed a"- •aet him, appeared at the head ' 
qf the Jew Mahomet, began hi) operetionsf 
wih besieging that people in Hegiasa ; and hav-' 
iBg ohligcd them to suiTeuder at dtacvelioiii he' 
d^ve them into haniabinent, and distributed, 
thdr weahk and effects among his disciplea aitd' 
foUowen. After this, Cajab attacked him neair' 
Kaibar, a plac« about four day's jwrney frata 
- Medina, wliere iheJewa were totally routed^ and 
great numbers of them destroyed ; and .iheii> 
general with much difficulty sa,ved lua Ufe h^ 
flight. Ibe uufotiunate is&ue of this attempt 
did not, howeveri deter the Jewish leader from 
tcyiog the event of another engE^cment ; but 
being again unsuccessful, thejr were at Icngtb 
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tompeUed to submit to the poner of Mahbmeti 
and to become tributary. This yoke, however, was ■ 
extremely giievoug and oppressive to them ; and 
a Jewifib woman en<leavoure<l to destroy tbe ty- 
i«nt by poison, but was detected. The Jews 
having experienced the success and severiLy of. 
tlie impotEor, applied tohim the vision of Daniel's; 
Btatue, whose feet were partly iron andparily 
c}ay i and hence tliey inferred, that the Messiah 
was not to make hia appearancei till that empire 
had been established, since he is there prefigured> 
by the ttone cut out without hands, wbkh was to 
Aslroy and terminate it. ' 

. After the conquest of Persia by Onlar these-' 
cpnd) the caliph thid succeeded Mahomet, the • 
Jews under Ihat monarchy became subject not only 
to the Sacacens, but to many. others> Titis via 
occasioned by the quick succession of' those' 
n!ionarchB, and by Uie rapidity of their conquests 
is theeasU We do not, however, find, tbattheif 
condition thereby become worse, excepting their 
particlpa^n in the common niisfortunea, which 
those conquerors failed not to bring into every, 
province tftat they subdued. On the contrary, 
when Omar had subdued Isdegert, ind made,, 
himself master of that prince's dominions, they^ 
rejoiced at hia success ; end under liirn and his 
aiiccessors, they enjoyed the full liberty of their, 
religion. 

. It is now time to relate the occurrences which 
hefel the Jews in. the west under the Roman em- 

?;ror8, during the sixth and seventh centuries, 
he first cause of their complaint agunstJusti. 
nian, who pretended to decide in all matter* of 
rfligioQ, was the edict of that emperor, which . 
pfOhiliited them firom cdcbrating ihs pMWwei^ , 
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aeoordin^ to.th«tr>o«n <)akulhtiai,'a»4«n}riiie# 
their otMcrvance of tbftt- feAM, «t tha nune time 
with ttw; Chrtstim cttnrch. This decrae wu- 
Boon after folloired bjr uxnKois whkh waa much' 
more severe and <9preMi«c, and whieh farba<}e 
tbem: tO' educate llirir children in the Jfennsh 
fiutii. At Um^ request of' tbe council of Caiv 
thage,. JuMinian alM) ' doprived tboM of' Africv 
of the exepciwt of thMrraKgion, andwmraaiKlCd 
the prefsct to. ccnfwt thwr sjm^piguefr- ioHr- 
cfauichea.' 

These aevend adict% which were conrideicd 
bj the JewB Eis severe and oppreaiave, ftulcd not 
t«: irritate die minda of that people, and to pro- 
duce a inore than onlinarr dtacontatti Tht* 
diantlsEkction' soon ripened into revolt. Juliam 
j( jj who pretended' to be the Mesd^i ha^ 
00: tbe addmMito attract many of the Jewno^ 
Pdestina to hia slandanl, whooa^^ hi» title- 
eC oonqoeroB, andhia- apiendid an^ martial ap- 
pearancef oomplelefy' deceived. Julian. baving>' 
armed' hiftfolhnw^ led ihem against' the Chria- - 
tianB)W4ia dreading no hostllitieH at that time trera- 
the:appnssod Jews, and' being dierefoi'e wholly 
unprepated for the attack, were alaaghtared ia. 
greal nombera.. At length, howevet^ the cm- 
ptnr Knt troops' to aui^resa them;, and the^ 
leader of the Jew» being t^en, waa Unmediatelri 
put to death, which terminated the revolt* 

Somsume after, Ibe J&w& at Ccsarea rebelled 
^ Q. t^unst the Roman governnientt and werei- 
iSSi joined by- the SamaritanB,, for the moat. 
part their inveterate and mortal enemiea^ 
Btvin^ united their forces, theje attaoked «»t 
destroyed many: ot the churches^ and massacred; 
gpewt niinbers of ttu-CluutiaW) a nd pait i cMl a n l | a ! 
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to hia own ptli«e>' -Hi^iljt, 
■boHCVffTt Jiu UAf oKtiped tbc fniy wd ^csent- 
.nwnt of Uie i«bel8,aad informed Jufitinianoftbe 
tevolt, .who immediately Knt Adanuintiui to 
.inquire mon particularly into the occurrence^ 
.vfaioh had ha|>pctied at CxMraa. These heing 
related to the emperor with all their aggra*&- 
tioiWi the-propeity of 'the richer Jewa wu con6i- 
cated, and many of thoae that were concerned is 
the revolt were beheaded or b«niihcd> They 
Jtowever joined with the Goths in Italy a)^ioiit 
Justinian and his gererql Belisarius ; and in coo- 
juitctton with the Gothick lorces, they defended 
the city of Naples with such ob&tinacy ««! 
KEolution, -Ibet the Rorasn noldiers became ex- 
tremely CHupcrated against them- When there- 
fore the qity waa taken, though Belisarius ei><- 
deavourcd to inspire his troops with sentiments 
of dcmency and pity, the Jews, without any di^ 
'tiootton of age, sex, or rank, were cnicUy put to' 
dicatb. 

This dreadful Bcrerity quelled them for a time*, 
and during the two suttsequent reigns, we read 
of neither rcTok nor persecution. Under ^ q^ 
Phocas, however, the Jews at Antioch, ew. ' 
jwhere they were become very populous 
Vtd wealthy, raised an insurrection against the 
Christiana, who not being sufficiently ppwerfi4 
to Impose thew, were made to suffer the moat 
.dreadful cruelties: Great numbers of these uo- 
jortQnate people were burned In their houses j 
a<Kl biihop Anastasius, and many others, afler 
Jiaving endured the greatest indignities, Mcif 
thrown into the Gre and destroyed. But at ' 
Itegth, Fhticas hsTing sent a powerful body qf 
.(Nm» to <^i t>i« Insuir^oq, (be Jews wef« 
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-suppTes'sed ' and biwight to coii'dli^fl piinftfe 
ment. By this time, notwithstanding the edict 
of Adrian, they had become numeroua in Cy- 
prus J and bishop 'Leontius, fearing that the 
fate of the inland would be similar to that of 
Antioch, converted and baptized many of thfe 

Pope Gregory the great, who reigned about 
this time, exhorted hia Clergy and flock to treat 
Uie Jews with candour and tenderness, because, 
as he himself believed and altedged, they were 
to be recalled, and to constitute a considerable 
part of the fold of Christ. Their condition, 
however, became worse,' after the emperrtr He- 
raclius tiad concluded a peace with the Persian 
■ j^ J) riionarch. It plainly appears from hia 
628. 0"f words, that he hated the Jewish na- 
tion, on account of their rejection and 
coniempt of Christ and of his reKgion. Hera- 
dius hanisbed them from Jerusalem, to whicft 
they had once more gained access, and issued art 
-edict prohibiting them from approaching within 
three miles of that city. ' 

Heraclius having consulted the soothsayers 
and diviners, relative 'to the fate of the empire, 
received for answer, that a circumcised nation 
would be its ruin. Considering, therefore, hoir 
numerous and powerful the Jews were in most 
parts of his dominions, the great and frequent 
effbns which they had made to recover thtiir 
liberty end their cruel and sanguinary proceed- 
ings against the Christians at diifereni times 
and in diverse places, he doubted not but they 
were the people intended and described by the 
prediction. Not thiniting i; sufficient, however, 
to persecute and destroy ihem in his cAvn detrti- 
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qpHBrbe employed the wh^ of bit pow(!raiMl 
Mitboritf in ioBiaing the une cMlunities. qn 
tbott! of Gaul, Spun, and other kingdoms. 
aizHMitt the: SpaMBh monaFch* in confbnnitf to 
the request of the emperor, endeaToured to com*' 
yelthem to ■t^ure' Judusni and to be baptized la 
the Chiistian faith, or to abandon tbe kingdom. 
This zeal of the king, howevei!, vrad not only 
discommended by Isidore, bishop of ScYillC] but 
was also reproved by the fcmrth couttcil of T*^ 
leda, which declared, tha£ he had eiqiaged j^ j}_ , 
in a matter contmry to the nature xif 633.' 
ChriHtianity, and that it is God alone 1^0 
baidencth the haaiM, and who showeth mercy to 
whom he thinks proper. But in the next Tde- 
dm council, the laws enacted a^nst the Jews' 
were ratified ; and it was moreover decreed, that- 
no kin^ should thenceforth ascend the throne, 
till he bad soien^ly swora to observe them. In 
conaequence of-^tlua edict, which was- j^ jj 
strictly enforced by the succeeding prin- fiffl. 
ces, many of the Jews were outwardly 
converted to the Christian faith. 

No sootier wtne ttie Romans expelled Gsul* 
and the Visigoths completely suppressed, tlian- 
several regulations and -decrees were made by 
tiiK councils relative to the Jewish people. Avi- 
tui, bisfa<9 of Auvcrgne, having converted seve-, 
ral of that natbn to Christianity, one of ttieni. 
entered the city of Clermont in his white gar- 
jtuwt i which bctng observed by a JeW> he threw 
a pot of stinking' oil upon the new- convert. 
I^bia outrage irritated' ttie Cbrisdans to such a- 
d^reet that had not the luibop inteiposed, the 
J<ew would immediately have been put to death. 
Xhe humanity^f AvituB, howevcT} only delayed; 

- Vol. XIII. D 
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the efiVcts of their resentoaent tHl th« succeeding 
j^ -Q^ festEval ; the people demolished the ayoa* 
969. gog^ie ; knd the Jews were cotnpdlcd to 
embrace Christianity, or to be.baDtihed 
the counttji 

Dtirii^ the minorit}' of the sons of Clovisf 
> J) Balhilda* the widow of that priocei abo- 
653. tithed the cajMtation-taxi on account of 
its restraining pec^le from tnurying, mi 
obli^ng many to sell their children, that they 
might avoid paying the impost. The Jews, who 
had become odious and detested by the trafiick 
in those children, whom they sold to barin- 
RHis nations, were obliged to restore the da- 
tives that they had in their posacssicHi, and pro- 
hibited that cruel and luinatural commerce lor 
the future. 

'A D- - ^''* ^ghth century is chiefly remarkf 
• J-4Q, able for the coaversioii of Chozar, a hea^ 
then prince, to the religioa of the Jews. 
He bad become dissatisfied with the religion of 
his peo[He and progenitors ; and having coti- 
versed od the subject with Philosophers, Chrit- 
tiftns, Mahometans, and Jews, at length formed 
the idea, that Judaism was the only true religion ; 
and to which all otiiera were hut as the shadow 
to the substance, or the picture to the Jiving 
onginalt Cbozar therefore abjured hia farmer 
.tenets, received the doctrines of the Jews, and 
etnployed himself in converting hla subjects. 
From that time the original Jews became of great 
eateem ; a tabemaale was erected, similar to 
^at of Moses in the wilderness ; to which they 
Rnd theChozrean converts repured to the Jet^ish 
worship. The kiiw became rich, happy, aiiH 
MMpcrou? i tnumphed over his enemies ^ <md 
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MlkTf^d his domiDiona, bf newond conri4erabIc 
confjueMa.* 

We shall now relate the principal occurrences 
which happened to the Jewish tribes dispersed 
in the east, during the eighth and ninth centu- 
ries. If we except the common calamities, which 
necessarily attended the civil wars that raged in 
those parts, and in which Jews and Christians 
partjcipated, we do not, in general, find their 
truKiuillity essentially diBtutbed. In particular, 
during the reigns of Abdelmelech, and of a n 
Alwslid and Solyman his brother, the ^3. 
Jewish academies flourished, and the Jews 
themselves enjoyed full liberty of conscience and 
all th«r ancient pririleges. In the reign of 
Almanzor, who succeeded Abulkabas, an edict, 
-however, was issued against them by iman 
JaaBar ; hy which those that were con- ^ q 
verted to Mahometanisro, were declared jffi' 
heirs of the whole property of the family. 
This decree induced great numbers of Jewish 
ind other children to apostatize, that they might 
obtain estates, to which they were otherwise in 
no respect entitled. 

Almanzor was succeeded by Al Mobdi, in 
whose reign Hakem, or Almakaiieus, an impos- 
tor, .whom some have supposed to have been a 
Jew, induced many disciples to follow him, 
by means of miracles,- which he pretended to 
perform. Mohdi sent a body of troops to re- 
duce him, which besieged Hakem in one of hia 
fitrtresses, where he first poisoned his foUovets, 

• Notwith)UndingtbedcgrC«ofcKditwhicbtbe Jew* 
h&ve cndovoured to stiach lo this preteiuled convenion 
of CbozBT >nd of hit subjecii, the reil exisience of this 
prinM and of his kbgdom hsi alwaj't been rnvcb disputed. 
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ftfld then (leatroyed hlmMl': In 'the Yeigti'^ 

A. D. Moman, ftppeaVctl the 'femdus im|K>BtD'r 

831. MooBB, or Moieei tht ion of Atnram (ai 

he called birruelf). vho pretended to be 

that great lawgiver of the Jewsj newly ntea from 

•the dead. 

Ali al Wathek became an efiemy of the Jewa, 
on account of the fraudulent practices ofwhich 
they had been guilty in the management of the 
,£nancea, dttring the reign of his predeceisar, 
and because they objected to receive the koi-aa 
as a true and authendck revelation. For thia 
refusal, they were heavily taxed, and obliged to 
pay large autns into the treasury. Motuvel, who 

^ jj succeeded him, waa atill more severe 
815. . against them : he compelled them to 
wear leathern girdles by way of distinc- 
tion, commanded them to ride only on asses and 
mules with iron stirrups, and deprived them of 
all their honours, titles, and offices. His edicts 
not only extended through that empire, but into 
the neiehbouring kingdoms ; and these marks 
of inTaniy, in a greater or less degree, have Bub- 
sistcd ever since, in those countries which a ^ 
BUbjeci to the Turks, ^md also in other parts of 
Europe. 

The Roman empire was at this time consider- 
ably agitated by civil dissentions, between the 
iconaclasts and the worshippers of images, in 
which the Jews were paiticulaily cQticeme3. 
The emperor Leo Isaurus commanded the Ma- 
nichees and Jews to abjure their tenets, and to 
become Christians. The patrons of images, 
however, notwithstanding the strenuous oppo- 
sition of Ihe emperor, at length prevailed ; and 
the Jews, who had pretended obedience to. the 
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Ifwndatc of l«o, were Gompellcd to nibscrUw « 
fbrmulaiy, by which thej acknowledged tbem- 
mItcb worahtppen ofUie cross and holy imagM; 
and they pnyed to God that he would irdict 
i]p<»i them the leprosy of Gehau and the iear 
of Cain, iflhey did not wiUin^ly perform iu 
Langucdock being at this time in posaeuion of 
the Visigoths, was infested with frequent incur- 
sions of the Arabs, who 'are uud to hare been 
in alliance with the Jews, by whom they wen 
invited thither, and who engaged them to assist 
in destroying the Christians. They arc, likewise^ 
accused of requesting the aid of the Saracenst 
to emancipate themselves from the tyranny 
and oppression of the bishop of Toulouse* 
These .traversing Narbonne and Toulouse peno* 
tiuted as far aa Lyons, and laid waste the coun- 
try with fire andsword. Charlemagne having; 
afterwards completely defeated the Saracens, 
and retaken Toulouse, determined to put those 
Jews to death that had favoured the invasion 
and occasioned bo much bloodshed. He was, 
however, prevailed on to commute their punish- 
ment, and only the principal and most guilty 
persons of that people suffered death. The rest 
who inhabited the city, were condemned to re- 
ceive a box on the ear thrice every year, and 
to pay a perpetual fine of 1 3lbs. of wax. 

The Jews were much favoured hy ^^ jj 
Louis, gi^mamed Debonair, whose chief gis.' 
physician was a person of that nation. 
They had the Uberty of erecting new syna- 
gogues, and obtained such great and extenuve 
privileges under this prince, that they became 
extremely haughty and insolent. Agobard, the 
Usbop, howcrer, not only prohibited them from 
D2 



u,0,i,-f-n,CoO^^lc 



n DUMKfKUl OF 

puRhftthg CtrriatBoi stevest and ftm dbaenia^ 
their sabbath ; but he also interdicted the Chri*> 
tiuis from bu^ni^ wine, and irom cairying on 
any trafficJ( with them, durini; the tine of Lent. 
The Jews having corairiained of these edicts were 
fanmediately restored to their fonner privUegca i 
and Agobftrd could i^tsin no redress. 

The condition of the Jews und^ChAries Ifafi 
fiald, woa not in every respect w ag;reeable and 
tasjr* Reraisius, the bishopof that diocese, cauB* 
ed some -of his clergy to preach every Saturday 
in the synagogues ; by which means many of 
their children were converted to Christianity, and 
to prevent die conversion of others^ lliey wei« 
obliged to send them to Vienne in Dauphiny, 
Mid lo Macon and Aries in Provence, where 
they were mote nume«>u3< Remieiua also prer 
Tailed on Chariea to command the bisht^ of 
AricB and others to pursue the same method ; the 
conaequence of which was, that great numbers 
of the Jewish children were voluntarily baptiiedi 
and the prince who thus lavMired theie conver- 
uona, was poiaoned by SedeciM, the Jewish phy* 
aician, wh(»n we beK>rc mentioned. The Jewi 
are likewise accused of having encouraged the 
Htciuiion of the Nonnans, durint; this reign. 

The professors of Judaism in the east, if we 
are to credit their historians, flourished during 
the tenth and eleventh centuries ; and whilst the 
reat of the world was overwhehned in da:loeas 
and ignorance, the literature and learning of 
die Jews never shnne more conapicuous. Their 
gk>ry, however, was but of short duration. Thetr 
internal diaputea, and the seal of the crusadcn 
against all of that nation, occasioned the destruc- 
tion of their ac.vci'aX academiea) and the altuost 
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MM^ awp afc wn «F tto J«w» fran thcsaa^ wlw 
iKro obliged to take rebge ia Spain, Fra&cci 
Mid otber-countriea of Europe. 

Tbe Miban waa at tlus tjcne bo Iramenus and 
^owcriuli dMrt ytey re<^Diied the Jcwa in the citf 
itf PbemtB^biboor to amownt to nine bundrad 
thousand. Certain it is, that they founded a oeir 
acadtrftiy k) thaC citf , at the bead of whiah was 
U»e cekbnted IL Sherira, under whom it flm^ 
riched fee thirtjr ^eara. Tlie Jews, in the reign 
of Hakem, aafiered penecultoit for a ahon time 
in £gypt. That prince endeavoured to found « 
new ndigion, i^qiOHte to all others, and whieh 
it aaid to have been that ctf the Drosi, and rc^ 
^ete vtth estrtt«a((ant and iaquoua tenets.* Tbc 
MKBber of disciples that were converted 'to thia 
fidlh among the heathens, induced ^akem te 
petaecutK- th^ Chriatians and Jews, who wsm tbe 
onlf peo^ that exposed and conteinned his 
doavine. The latter he obliged to wear a maifc 
aS Aatinctien, and connuutded their ^Y' f^ ji ■ 
Daffogues to be ahut j but soon after ol- ugfi,' ■ 
tuing his intentions, he restored to them 
lUeir ancient liberty. 

J>uri(% the vara th^ eubaistEd between the 
Suacens and Chriadans in the tenth century, thv 
nibbinical schools in Spain were in a flouri^ing 
condition, and the Jew«in that country became 
numereus and wetdthy. Tbe wars in Spain Ettll 
ceetiniitng dwing the deventb century, R. S«> 
mucl Levi being secretary and |»iine minister to 
tbe UnK of Granada, was by him created chief 
af the Jewnh nation, and used his utmost endear 
. vrais to promote the honour and adnmtage of 

* TUt might 'pTobMy be th« ralision of Ihe Druids. 
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that people. But attemptinj^ - to makt convetto 
to the Jewish rdigion, the king of Granadk c&us- 
^ P ed the principal offender to be taken and 
1646. hanged, and such a peraecution of the 
Jews immediatel)' commenced, that one 
hundred thousand femiUei felt its dreadiiil and 
destructive efFects. 

The Jews, however, would hare suETered a 
more severe and fetal oppreiaion under king Fer- 
dinand, who, at the instigation of his wife, in- 
tended to consecrate the war t^inst the Sara' 
cens by the extirpation of that people, had not 
the bishops and pope Alexander the second pub- 
licly opposed and cbndemned the measure. But 
what principallj extricated them from the per- 
secution of that monarch and of his successor, 
-was the revoluUon occasioned hjr the Moors in 
Africa. In consequence of this event, Alphonso 
was extremely distressed, and found himself un- 
der the necesuty of befriending and caresung 
the Jews, that he might induce them to render 
him pecuniary and personal assistance. Ac- 
cordingly, he promoted them to great and 1l- 
crative offices, of which pope Gregory extremely 
dis^proved. Peter, the grandson of Alphonso, 
followed the plan of his grandfather, disregard- 
ing the remonstrances of Nicholas de Vatentia, 
who endeavoured to divert him from his purpose 
of engaging in the crusade or holy war, and who 
represented the Jews as his most dangerous and 
inveterate enemies. The moderation of Peter, 
however, could not preserve the Jewish people 
in several other parts of Spain, who were perse- 
cuted by the cnisaderv, under the idea of procur- 
ing a blessing an their holy expedition. 
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'"tntfungary, the Jews fl&urith^d dur- ^ u 
rng the latter patt of the eleventh cen- logs. 
tary, tvben St. LAdislaus, who then reign- 
ed| convening; a synod, several regnlationi wen 
entered into, whidi impoRed, that ifa Jew should 
marry a Christian Woman, or purchase a Chrn* 
tian slave, they shoifld ifiao facta be set at liberty, 
Ahd their price be confiscated to the bishop. Co- 
jeman, his son and sOrce9sor,forbade the Jews to 
make use of Christian slaves ; but he pcrtnitteil 
them to buy and cultivate lands within the ju- 
risdiction of a bishop ; and these laws sufficiently 
^eoionstrate, that they wete then numerous and 
|X>werfuI in Chat kingdom. 

The number and power of the Jews had nlao 
become great in Germany anil Bo1>enua, where 
they had erected n>any stately and auperb syiia- 
goeues. They suHered, indeed, gt^evom perte- 
cutioiis, in several parts of those kingdoms, froQl 
4he zealots of other perMauon^i But what 
chiefly contribtilcd lo ^icite the fiiry and resfint- 
fntnt rf others against them, was the rdarch of 
-tbe crusader* through several cities of Gcrmat^ 
who slaughtered Mid destroyed all Ihe Jews that 
reused to becorfte Chi-istlans. The Jewish \ii»- 
-Isriabs relate, (hat ftve thousand of their people 
^Terc killed or drownedi but the number df thoot 
.wbo saved themsdvea, by pretendit>g a convert 
Hon, was nuichtnore cooaklerable. The-Cbritf- 
tian writers, however, compute ^e asnoWit «f 
the (tfrtner to have been infinitely greater, afid 
^y Ihtt the mAnneii- al their death was more 
dreadful and terrifying. Tbose wbo pretended' 
lo become Ch^listtana, Men relapsed into Ju. 
'datsni. The bishop of ^fnreisinore'lMimancaMl 
jncrcUul thaa many jotbera, not oBiyjirotbctad 
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tha refogeei vithin hit jurisdiction, but caused 
their persccutora to be punished. The Bavarian 
hisloriaiM inform ua, that more than iwelre thou- 
saitd JewH were slain in their country^ ; and all 
agree, that the number of those that perished in 
other parts of Germany was almost infinite, 
A. D. ^'^^ "*"' cniaade, which commenced 
1144, fifty years after, might have proved no 
l»a violent against them, had not th^ 
Jews been sufficienily forewarned by the furious 
^d infatuated zeal of the hermit Rodolphus, 
who inculcated with great earnestness and so- 
lemnity the propriety and necessity of this mea< 
sure, and proclaimed the holy war ^ong the 
banks of the Rhine. The Jews being alarmed 
retired to Nuremberg, and to other cities, in 
which the emperor kindly received and protect- 
ed them. The persecution, however, spreMl 
through most countries of Europe, and great 
numbers of them fell a sacri&ce to the bigotry 
and ambition of priests and princes> 

St< Bernard, who was no less an enemyto tht 
Allrigcnaes, than he was a friend to the Jews, in- 
clined pope Innocent the seccmd to favour thcmr. 
His successor, Alexandor the third, became also 
a great patron and protector of them, tuid pro- 
hibited the people from insulting them on their 
sabbaths and festivals, or on any other occasion. 
Under his patronage and protection, therefore, 
Ae Jews flourished exceedingly i and the towa 
of Coua in Milan, and the cidea of Monzza, 
Picca Novo, and others in Ancona, produced 
many learned rabbis. 

The Jews were no less powerful in Sptdn, and 
one of tbem, named Jose[rfi, was prime minister 
to Alphottio the «i|thth. But what chi^ ii» 



padated them with that prince, wa» tbe love mA 
tOcction which be had conceiTcd for a beautiful 
young Jewesst.to whom be sacrificed his honouF 
Wtd intereat. The Jews seizing the advantage, 
grew extremely powerful and insolent, and the 
court and clergy became oflended at the haughti- 
ness of their demeanour. At length, however, 
t|>e f ouDg Jewess died ; and Joseph waa expelled 
tiis D&}ce by the treachery and intrigues of Gon- 
Z^ea, one of his own creatures. Under pretence 
^filling the monarch's -cofiers, Gonzales pre^ 
viilled on. Alphonso to grant him eight of the 
priacipfd Jews. These he caused to be put to 
^eath, and their. estates to be CMifiscated. He 
tiien oSxnd a much larger sum for allowing him 
tjventy more; but Alphonso thought it more 
honourable to conGscatO: their estates, (or de- 
tnying the &iture expense of the war, than to 
take theirlivesandproperty alsoj inconsequence - 
of which that pe<^e vduntartiy poured immense 
sums into the treasury. 

, .In Fnmce. the Jews were accused of the mur- 
der of St> William, and many, of them were con* 
demned to the fiames. The odium, which tliis 
^boUcal act brought uptm tlje rest, exposed 
tbem to the insuUs of tlie populace. -At length* 
Iting Philip, sumaiaed the. August, under prvi 
tence of piety and zqal lor the.honouf of God^ 
iKit only banish«d ttwm bis dominions, but con* 
fiscated 4II their wealth and effects ; insomuclh 
t^ tfa«y were reduced to the greatest misery, 
and many fell victims to these oppressive und tyi 
mnnical proceedings. They were, howevei', sooa 
^^rwards recalled i and returned in great num- 
t^rs i but gitiwing numerous ^nd insolent, they. 
fftdctnbl^il) by V«rnus3i<w of the que«ni4inathe«^ 
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h^ a ctnde on the rim- Seine, and bavin; temrg^ 
td arx) erowned a ymith with thornst tbef cmci'' 
Htd him. This usage obliged tine king t» gO' 
tftithep in person, and to cause eigiitji of them to 
be burned alWe. 

- Though the Jews bad been banished' England 
ever arnce t030, they bad nevertheless foand 

*A D '"^<"^' ''^ resetde in that kingdom) and 

■ 1179. **•* become eo numeraus- io' the reign of 
Hcnpy thesecond, that posBessinf* only 
one burning ground in the city of London, thef - 
^etttiotied that kmg te allow them same' new ce- 
meteries, which were t«adily granted them. But 
the]' nndei-went a most chreadfbt punishment in 
the reign of Richard the Qrat, his iiKcesscH' : for 
having ventured, contrary to express prohibi- 
tioHs, to assist at the coronation of that king, 
rhey were discovered, and being attaclwd by the 
people were dr^ged out of the church half^lead. 
The populace were so exasperated, that thef 
broke into the houses of the Jews, and put t* 
death all they could find. But the disorder did 
not terminate in London. Though the govern- 
ment, on the day succeeding that of the corona-- 
tion, published a proclamatton, which was ex- 
pected to suppress and aUay the fary and reseat- 
ment of the people, the persecution continued- 
several months. A. D. 11»0. 

The number and power of the eastern Jews 
were by this time so much decreaned, that w« 
find vei^ little mention made of them. Nesaer 
Lediniilah, caliph of Bagdad, a zealous Maho- 
metan, and very avaricious, grew jealous- of tiio- 
givat wealth of the Jews, and of the retMlinesk- 
and joy wiA which they received cveiy pretoid* 
cd MeKiahi rased a- petvecutioa . aguiiut theov 
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and cDittpdled Aem aU to become MahtxnetiuiBt 
or to leave the Babylonian tertiCories. Some 
therefore departed, and the rest were converted 
__ to MahometanisTn. Tlie w&rs that succeeded 
tended to complete their'ruin in that coiintr]'* 

Notvritfastandng the hostilities which subsist 
ed between the Christianis and Saracens, the 
Jews in Judea had their synagogues and leaned' 
rabbins; but the inranon of Egypt by St. Louis, 
and the rcvolntion which happened soon after, 
ilnder the MamelfikA, prevented the Jews in that 
kingdom from becoming namerous, wealthy) or 
learned* 

The Jews in' the neighbourhood of Babylon* 
and the dispersion of the ten tribes in the eas^ 
bad sufibred considerably from the' invasion cl' 
the Tartars ; bnt, at length, they obtained a re- 
^te under Jehan Aigun, by means of a Jewish 
physician) whom that prince raised to be his 
prime minister. After the death of Argun, the 
Jewish prime minister, being hated by the Ma- 
liometans and Arabs for his kindness and affinitf 
to those of his own sect, was accused of j^ jj_ 
having poisoned that prince, and on this X391,* 
accusation was condemned and put to 
d»th. A great number of his natimi also suf- 
fered with him. It is probable, however, that 
the Jews, in the Grecian empire, during the 
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, enjoyed 
great tranquillity. 

In the west, the Jews were no less hated and 
oppressed, than they were numerous and weal- 
thy. Their riches indeed, served to excite the 
jealousy of their adversaries, and to procure ^ 
tbemselres tyranny and opi>rea&i<Hi. In Spain 

vouxm. E - 
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the bishop of I'oledo perceiving them lo 
^2M '"'^'^^^ '" number and wedth, excited 

the populace against them ; and making 
himself their leader, entered and plundered their 
houses and synagogues. The cnisaders, who 
were then preparing for an expedition into the 
Holy Land) and having imbibed the cruel and 
detestable idea, that the destruction of those ene- 
mies of Christ and of his gospel would infallibly 
obtain the favour and blessing of heaven on their 
en'-erprisC) completed what the bigotted bishop 
had begun. They made such havock and car- 
nage among this unhappy and unfortunate peo- 
ple, that this is reckoned as one of the foiir most 
«evere and bloody persecutions which the Jews 
ever suffered. The Spanish nobles endeavoured 
to interpose their authority, and to suppress the 
cruelties practised on them ; but Ferdinand, the 
Spanish monarch, who wished to ingratiate him- 
self with the zealots, by the persecution of the 
Albigcnses and other hereticks, encouraged and 
promoted the persecution. 

Alphonso the tenth, king of Castile, a celebrat- 
ed astronomer, being assisted by some rabbins 
in compiling certain astronomical tables, be- 
came go generous a friend and patron of the 
Jews, 'that the jealousy of the zealots was ex- 
cited, and they formed plots and accusations 
against them. Three villains of the city of Or- 
Sana, in Andalusia, threw the dead body of a 
man into the liouse of a Jew, and accused him 
of the murder. By means of this improbable 
assertion, the popular ferment and hatred were 
roused ; a great number of the Jews wei-e inhu- 
manly put to death i ^d pthers fled for refug^ 
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to the houses of Christians, wha were their friends 
and acquaintances. .The inhabitants oFPatma) 

'also, rose upon them, and destroyed many. 
Upon which the Jews sent a deputation to court',' 
to obtain the suppression of a massacre, whicli 
was so likely to prove general. Their enemies 
likewise sent deputies on their part ; and the ag- 
gressors and the aggrieved acxused each other, 
and pleaded their cause before the Spanish mo- 
narch ; when the Jewish nation was acquitted of 
the pretended murder. 

James the iirst, king of Arragon, a pious and 
religious monarch, was so far from abet- 
ting and adopting the persecutions, which *gJ?' 
were then prevalent, that he requested the ' 
assistance of the Jews, from whom he derived 
much moral and theological instruction. Though 
the Jewish pcoplfe were hated, despised, and de^ 
rided by the populace, and by the ignorant 
among the clergy, they were nevertheless pro- 
tected, admired, and encouraged, by^the great 
and the leimed. This happiness, however, was 
obscured and dispelled by the accidents and mis- 
fortunes which soon after befel them. A per- 
son, named Zachariah, pretended that, by his 
knowledge^f the Scriptures and of the Prophets, 
he had become acquainted with the enact time 
of the appearance of the Messiah, which he pre- 
dicted to be just at hand. He foretold 
the very day on which this mighty deli- ^j>H' 
vcrer was to appear, tliaf should gather 
together his elect people, conquer and subdue 
their enemies, and replace them in their andent 
inheritance. Deceivwi by this prophecy and en- 

"■ pectation of the Messiah, the Jews prepared 
tbemsetrei foe the event by prajrers and mtin^. 
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and at thd time ^pointe^enterad-tbe aynig^iai^ 

clQlhed in white. But finding; this to beoal; an 

■ imposture, they became aihamed of .their pon< 

. dJct, aod were t^posed to the mocks and iuiiUu 

. -of t);ieir enemies. 

. But tke QiOBt (Ireaditil and deplorable of all 

the disasters which happened to the 
"laM ^^""^ '^' '*"* P^"°*'' *^ Mcasione'd by 

the irruption of .a bod^ of enthusiastick 
ehepherds, who pretended to-work miracles, and 
having become numcrouB and powerful, carcie4 
£(e and sword into several provinces- The 
Jews, in particular, suffered the cruelty and o{^ 
preAionoftbose enthusiasts whcreveMbey went: 
happy werethey that could, at the expense of their 
««Ugi0(i and property, preserve t)ieir lives ; bqt 
thef who reft^ed to g^ve up either, were instant- 
jly and inhumanly put to death. The pestilence 
{hat arose in the army of the Bhepberdsj^Bii^ 
.which eKteniled through the neighbouring coun- 
-tcy, was algo productive of evils to the Jewiqb 
jiation : they were accused of having bnbedtbe 
jieasants of .Me3»ra,tojx)iaon the river, and of 
paving furnished them with the poison for tlutt 
jnirpoee ; and on .the grounds of this ^Ise atut 
jfficMd allegation, a gre^t number of .them werp 
itqpriaoned and tried. After a long confinement) 
j(tiey acquitted themselves of the crimes imputed 
to their charge ; but the king, who, did not :wiah 
to confess the injustice of wfiich he Had.b^Mt 
guilty towards them, pretended that he had.kcpt 
{itiem in prison for .the purpose of converting; 
them to ChristiaDity. The Jews, therefore, re^ 
iiisiuf; to be baptised in the Christian faith, wei:« 
txtmedaliyej tothenumberof fifteentkousand. 
jM^oiw tke ^leT^tbj theinead and protflCf 
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tftrofthe Jewtsk people, tlioug'h principally di- 
rected in hit aff^rs by one Joseph, a Jtw, and 
intendBtit of his fuiances, was nevertheless pre- 
vailed on, by his mutinous and discontented sub- 
jects, to pass a decree against them, on account 
of a pretended tndig;nity offered to the sacra- 
ment by a boy of that nation. It was deliberat- 
ed in council whether they should be put to death 
or banished, and, the latter measure being pre- 
ferred, they were commanded to depart 
the kingdom In three months. The prince ^4^' 
royal, however, obtained a revisal of the 
process ; and it Was then found that .the sup- 
posed crime had inadvertently been committed 
by a young Christian. On this deposition, the 
king recalled his edict ; but the acquittal of tbe 
' Jews did not prevent the fury and resentment of 
the' zealots against them, in another town, where 
many of that nation were put to death for th« 
pretoided olfence. 

Soon after, an insurrection broke out against 
them at Toledo, in which the Jews behaved in 
such a desperate manner, as can scarcely be con- 
ceived. One of thetn perceiving the zealots 
' breaking into 'the house, with intent to massaci^ 
all tliey found, was seized with fiiry and despair, 
killed every one that had taken refuge with hiiti, 
and then destroyed himself, that he might not 
be put to death by his enemies. 

They sufTered also under the reign of Henry 
the third of Castile, when Martin, arshdeacon of 
Astigi, preached through the streets 'of Seville 
and Cordova against them, and the minds of the 
people became so much inflamed and exasperat- 
ed, that they ktll^ the Jews in both places. The 
persecution spread to Toledo, Valeada, imd Bar* 
E3 
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ceip^B, vhere aame were plundered and <tf]utM 
.murdered ; and the more artf|il and cnAy among 
the Hebrews changed their religion, that thejr 
might escape such acta of violence. The great 
and populous synagogues of Seville and Cor- 
dova t)ecame almost wholly deserted; ^d the 
young king still pursued these unhappy fiigitives 
with hatred and rescDtment. The inh^itants of 
^dalusia, and of other provinces, seized and 
put to death all that retired thither. His son 
#ohn, "ffho succeeded him, was no less embitter- 
.ed Against them ; insomuch that the Jews in his 
jxigti wenc deprived of the necessaries of liie, and 
obliged to wear a red mark of distinction ; and 
,those wlio had hitherto concealed and preserved 
.tbetnselves were punished with death. 

Tlte Jews of Arragon were not much better 
. Seated than those of Castile. That kingdom 
was distracted with civil and intestine wars, 
which could only be supported by large imposts i 
and the Jews were taxed very heavily, and expos.- 
£d to continual vexaticms and persecutions, which 
ceduced them to the lowest ebb of misery. 

ft was noticed before, that the Jews in the' 
^trelfth century were banished and recalled by 
Philip, king of France. They were lio 
^iis! sooner resettled in the dpminions of that 
prince, than they resumed their accus- 
tomed usury and extortions. By this means 
they became powerful, and accumulated wealth ; 
they purchased lands and estates, and grew in- 
solent and tyrannical ; and the govemwejit was 
under the necessity of framing new laws, to sup- 
pness the abuses, and punish the enormities, of 
■which t^ey were daily guilty. St. Louis, how- 
fsvcTj'npt finding those eiUcU &u£&aentto pr&< 
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rat the «Tilt, wluch tfaey t«k iBieodcd to n- 
.loetfy, coromanded all his subjects to refrain front 
JKKTowiiig moaej of the Jews. Being numerous 
wad great usurers also in firitatiuy, the nobili^ 
and merchants united in a complaint to the duke } 
and a law was passed, which declarcdi that at 
the request of the bi^bops, abbots, barons, wmI 
T^ssals in B.ritannf , all the Jews should for ever 
.he b4nished from that province. 

The celebrated council of Lyons, which ex- 
communicated the emperor, passed a de- 
jcrec, also enjoining all Christian princea, ^^■ 
who had Jews in their dominions, to coq^ ''^^ 
jiel them to retiind to the crusaders all the mo- 
ney which they had obtained by usury, llie 
Jews were also prohibited from demanding anjr 
debts due to them from the crusaders, till their 
death or return, while the council of Vienne de- . 
fended the Christians against the vexatious sui^ 
Attd extortions of that nation. The Jewish peo- 
ple, however, notwithstanding these decrees mA 
precautions, in some provinces of France weip 
nused to the magistracy, and, in most parts of 
that kingdom, kept Christian slaves. 

A signal calamity befel them, about 
this time, in the persecuticm raised againit ^^5' 
them by the Parisians, cm account, as wag ''«& 
preteaded, of sacrificing some Christian chil- 
dren on Good-Friday, and of using their blool 
at the solemnity of the passover ; &fr which im- 
puted act of murder and impiety, the Jews we|9 
.cruelly slaughtered in Fans. The ^rsecution 
w^ also extended into the provinces of Briei 
Touraine, Anjou, Poitou, and Maine, in which 
more than two thousand five hundred of these 
iffifijrtvsaie W"! oppressed p?ople, who wfiiscd 
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to become Christians, were put to death, by the 
most cruel tornients. The sufferings of the 
Jewish nation in France would not probablf 
have terminatiEd here, had not the Pope inter- 
posed, and requested St. Louis, the reigning 
monatxh, to allow them liberty of conscience. 
Whilst, however, the French king was under 
confinement ih the Holy Land, he gave orders 
that they should be expelled his dominions; 
which was punctually e:iecuted by the queeo, 
regent. 

They were recalled in the next reign by. 
^275' ^^'''P ^^^ Bold, a prince of a generous 

' and humane disposition, who was induced 
to this measure by their known and acknowledge 
ed usefidness, in the promotion of commerce, 
and the circulation of money, which could not 
f^l of improving the finances, at that time greatly 
exhausted. Under the reign of this monarch, 
the Jews became powerful and wealthy. They 
were expelled Gascony by Edwai-d the 6rst, 
king of England, who having engaged in the 
holy war, had also imbibed the strange and un*- 
natural idea, that the persecution of those en&- 
miea of Christ and of his gospel, would be the 
most effectual means of obtaining a blessing oa 
his enterprise. 

The example of Edward was followed soon 
after by Philip the Fair, who expelled them the ' 

French dominions. It is generally aN 
^im lowed, that Philip was induced to take 

■ this measure in order to enrich himself by 
plunder ; and that the Jewish nation was sacri- 
ficed to his extreme avarice. Their wealth and 
effects .were seized by the monarch, and many 
lU^ through want ia exile. - They were, JioW- 
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^T«r, Ttujled eight yetn aftetv by hU t 
•or LouiB, in oiidcr to replenish the empty trea- 
Mirj, to re<Miit the fin&nceit wid to make trade--' 
find commerce to flourish. They were aftei^ 
vtanls accused of having sidiuvd themielves tp 
be bribed) by the king of Graoada, its procun 
the poisoning of all the riversi wlb, and reser- 
voirs .of 'WUc; which were accordingly founrf 
pfMsoqed in Frmce and G^innjiny. A leper hMr- 
^(!g d^popedt that .he was hired by a certain nob 
Jew to efTcct this purpoie, the Jewish people in 
},angueflock wgre imn:vediately put to death, in 
jhe most cruel and barbarous manner; .those qt 
JParis were treated withmore equicjr .andmodOTR- 
tjon, apd only the guilty sufiercd* Qthera wen* 
.tanisbed.; and the. rich were imprisonedi UU Uicy 
JiaddiscoYered their. treasures andeiTecis. 
' .Charles, whilst dauphin of Viennoiq, ftiiddukc 
.of ^orniandy, .was uoder (lie necessity of ncall- 
jt^g them during his lather's imprison- 
j)\ent) and the existing di^rders of the .jJ^' 
j^te* On, his accession to. the throne, he 
^rant^d »nA confirmed tiicir ancient pcivUegc*, 
■)wid only compelled tbe.m to wear .some mark of 
.distinction. > hut aft^rwatds .beaoming deranged 
in his .intellects, the Jews'Wjcue agam acciucd.of 
committing mmrders and outcage% for wbioli 
woe (^,ttte(|i WOK haoifed, otbera scoi)rgedi and 
tfinea ,w.$i¥jevied on the ayn^gogues. ThewM- 
verities ind.uced loany to asstime ,thc mask f>f 
.(^Itnst^nity. ^t length appeared tfaaf «iemo> 
iij^le edict, .which for ever exp^Icd the Jewish 
jiattan from the Frentii dominions, in this, 
itpwerer, .we ought to exc^t.the city of Metzin 
ij^crain, in which they preserved tlieir civil «t^ 
nUffioits nights i and JKhicb ^ere ^rw^cd* 
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conlirAiedto them by Louis the thirteenth.-^ 

A.D. I61T. 

In Italy, the popes were fevburable and kind 
■to the Jews. Gw^ry the ninth, wlio at this 
'lime filled the papal throne, imitated the exam- 
ple of his predecessors ; and though he was a. 
zealous promoter of the holy war, yet obseiTing 
tilat the crusaders commenced their pious work 
with the massacre and destruction of the JewSf 
he took every method to prevent such barbarity. 
In Naples, the Jewish people were become nu- 
merous and wealthy ; and many of them vlere 
conveited to Christianity, and were permitted to 
■marry the daughters of the richest and noblest 
families in the kingdom. The fury of the zea- 
lots, howerer, was raised against them, and a 
massi^re of the Jews ■ immediately followed. 
Ilie riot and persecution extended through great 
■parts of the kingdom ; and those in the city of 
Naples would also have been put to death had not 
the nobility interposed, and concealed the most 
wealthy, and therefore the most obnosious, in 
their houses ; and by those means preserved them 
from the rage and resentment of the populace. 
They were no less numerous and powerful at 
fiolngna, where they built many stately edifices 
end the most magnificent synagogue in Italy< 

We meet with nothing worthy of notice rela- 
■livc to the Jews in England, till the reign of 
king John, except that they were invited into this 
kingdom by William the Conqueror. During 
the time of king John the country was distracted 
■with civil and intestine broils, and he was under 
the necessity of supporting his goverenmenl by 
the most oppresuve exactions, the heaviest of 
-Which f^ oa the Jews.' At'lepgtli die king 
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wmfiscated all their property and effects, and ex- 
pelled them the kingdvm by .a publick edict. 
Henry the third endeavoured to [»t>cure 
their conversion ; and to promote nhich V^iS' 
more eBectually, he founded a seminary. 
tor the maintenance of Jewish converts, in which 
they might live without labour or u^ury. This 
induced many of them to become Christians, and 
that hoi;ae, we ore told, continued a cooaidenUe 
time- 

The Jews of Norwich were accused of having* 
stolen a chriauan child, and of having kept him 
a. year, that they might circumcise and crucify 
him, at the ensuing passover ; but being detected, 
previously to that period, they suETered a severe 
and meritorious punishment. In London the 
Hebrews were accused of some murders and of 
atrocious offences, and after enduring various 
vexations aud sufferings, they were obliged' to 
[wy one-third of all their wealth. The holy war, 
to which Henry was pressingly invited by 
tte pope, was another pretence for de- ^'o' 
manding money from his subjects, and 
especially from the Jews, whom he scrupled not 
to deprive of what they had left. Their contri- 
butions were also demanded for carrying on the 
Spanish war. The wealth of the JewS) however, 
being already much ejihausted, they requested 
permission to depart from England Hot some 
more propitious and friendly country. But this 
they were refused, and therefore were compelled 
to pay the contribution. The next year Henry 
demanded eight thousand marks of the Jews { 
and upon their pleading insolvency, sold. them 
to his brother Richard for that sum, who, in all 
probability, would have (Stmpelled them to ra* 
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fond it; had he not been convinced of'tbrir real' 

poverty and distress. 

It is agreed by most writers, that the Jem 

. ^ were expeifed England, by a perpctnal' 

*^- edict about this time ; and King Edward, 

■ who banished them, gave them money 

iftth which to' transport themselves into France. 

WHether the Jews really committed greater 
and more mimerous offences iff Germany-, or 
the people were more supers! iciously zeelons 
aJl^st'ttem, than in other countries, there is 
scarcely a kingdom in which they hare be«j 
accuaed of more enormous crimes. At Franck- 
fitrt, on accotmt of some cdnversions, the ind^ 
" natiowand fury of the Jews and zealots became 
dreadfel ; and arms were seized on both sSdes^ 
Several Christians lost their lives, and about one 
hundred and eighty Jews were burned alive< 
One-haifofthe city was consumed by fire; and' 
ail the Jews were in danger of faHtng a sacrifice; 
to the resentment of the populace. At Munich, 
in Bavaria, an old woman having confessed ttiat' 
she sold u 'child to the Jews, whom they crucified^' 
the peoirfe without waiting the event of a trial, 
put aH the Jews to death that they could find. 
The officers of the town baring, in vain, attempt- 
ed to suppress the tumult^ advised the Jews to 
' retire into their synagogue, which was a strong- 
building made of stone. This advice they fol- 
lowed J but, notwithstanding the great efforts 
of the duke and of the officers to appease and 
disperse the multitude, they were all butned and 
destroyed in it. An accusation of a similar na- 
ture was urged against the Jews of Wurtzburgh 
and Bern, where they were put to death iti &e 
sune n 
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In the council of Vienna it mu observed^ 
tbat the Jews bad become extremely numerous 
•nd'powerfulj aod that tlie income of tbe clec^ 
was thereby considerably decreased. It wasi 
tberefore, decreed, that they should reimburse 
the cler^, in proportion to what they might , 
have considered themselves entitled, Wl their 
Gunilies been christian. It was also enacted, 
that the Jews should be compelled to demolisti 
the new and stately synag(^;ues which they had 
erected, and to be satisfied with their ancient 
places of worship. These decrees, however, were 
rendered aboiti?e, so loDg as the princes and 
nobles publicly protected those that refiised to 
obey them. The clergy, therefore, were under 
the necessity of pursuing more violent measures, 
and excommunicated all that protected and de- 
feoded this degraded people. 

During the contest between Adolphus of 
Nassau and Albert of Austria, each of j^ q, 
whom had been elected emperor, a pea- 1264. 
aant of the name of Raind Fleish, com- 
meiKed a preacher in the high Palatinate, Fnm- 
conia, and other pravinces, and pretended that 
God had sent him to exterminate and des;roy all 
the Jews. Without fiirther inquiry, the people 
immediately seized those in Nuiembci^, RotCem- 
burgh, and several other towns of Franconia and 
Bavaria, whom they burned alive. Others chose 
iBther to destroy themselves with their wives 
and children, than to be thrown into the llarocs 
by the Christians. Albert would gladly have 
suppressed these impious, sanguinary,, and di>< 
graceful tumults, but was afraid Uiat Raind 
F|eisb, whom they considered as the preacher 

Vol. Xni. F 



.-n,C00^^lc 



•est of God, Bhould induce the peoid* to btrnm 
and join his conpetitor* 

The council convened at Vi«ina by pc^ Cl»> 
ncnt) condemned the usury <tf the Jews, and de* 
cKed that those who &Taured and approved of 
tliem should be considered as hereticks. This 
edict was thb cause of much mischief and vex> 
atton to the Jews, especiaDy in Germany. They 
were, however, in some meaaure, reUeved t^ 
a li Menicho, bishop of Spires, who fbited* 
1339. them to be mtdested on that account in 
his dominions ; and alleged that, as they 
WM« without the pale of the church, that lair 
eould not cttttcem them. A lew yean) after, 
they were banished by Jjewig the firM, Iting oT 
Hungary, out of his dominions. A Jew named 
Cicogne, whose family was numeroos at Frandc- 
jbrt, threw some pieces of fire into the town- 
Itouse, which consumed both it and all the records 
therein. The flame also spread to the cathe- 
dral, which was reduced to ashes. This crirov 
did not remain unpanished, for not only the in* 
cendiary, but all the Jews in Franckfort, a few 
that retired into Bohemia only excepted, wer» 
put toj}eath< 

The Jews having escaped the common mor- 
tality, which happened in most parts of Europei 
were accused of ha^ng poisoned the rivers, 
wells, and reBcrvoirs of water. Tliia occasioned 
another massacre and destruction in several pro- 
^nces of Germany, in which some were burned 
alive, and others mOst cruelly slaughtered. Tfaose 
of Mentz, ho#ever, resolved to defend them* 
■elves; and hanng seized about two hundred 
Vouincd Christians, put them to death in » 
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tny bubarooi manner; upon which the in^ 
(Sensed populace collected in g;reat oumbers, «nd 
Utacking Ae Jews with great fury and re>ent> 
Kient, killed about twelve thouHUid of them. 
The indignadm and persecution extended over 
alt Germany. In the iniperial cittea, all the 
bouses of the Jews were demolished, md caettes 
MXtd towers built with tht materitds. The reign- 
ingf count Palatine and bis ministers, endea' 
roared in vain to suppreM the violence, tfid to 
protect the Jews j they were opposed by some of 
the nobility, and by the populace, Who accused 
them of accepting tnibes to defend them. All 
the Jenidi inhabitants (^ Ufm, together with 
llietr property and eflects, wei-e bunwd f and in 
a word, the ^hole Hebrew nation in those parts 
was at this time without friends and retreat; 
and no one dared, at so ciiiicol a period, to in< 
t«^s£ in their behalf. 

The refugees in Bohemia were not much 
better treated than their brethren in fJer- ^ j, 
many. Vincestas, the emperor, and king 1391, 
vf Bohemia, desirous of ingratiating him- 
self with his subjects, discharged his nobility 
from the debts which they owed to the Jewsi 
The people, ^erefore, considering them as dia- 
ardbd by that prince, attacked them at Gotha, 
and a terrible carnage ensued. The Jews of 
Spires, without distinction of age, sex, or condi* 
tion, were put to death by the sword. In Ger- 
many) Italy, Provetwe, and other parts, they 
Here again accused of having poisoned the ri' 
vers and springs, and punished fbr this pre> 
tended crime, by the most severe and uiiel tor- 
ni«tits< In Tain was it re[H«sented, that of this 
^«c« thejr could not be guilty, a« ^e rivera ami 
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•pringa, vrhich have a free and nnrestrained 
couru, cannot be conUminated by poison. To 
presen'e them from a more cruel and dreadful 
^ Q fate, the emperor van under the necessiljr 
1400. of issuing an edict, enjoiDing them to de- 
pail the country, ^r to be baptized. Few, 
however, if afly, were induced to apostatize, or* 
as they expresst^ it, to fbrsake the glory of their 
God. 

Benedict the thirteenth, who was then in Ar> 
Kigon, endeavoured to int^tiate himself with 
the Spanish nation, by his zeal for the conver- 
■idn of the Jews. Conferences were accordingly 
held on thesubjectj and after some time spent 
in this manner, many professed to be disciplea 
and followers of Christ. But whatever might be 
the number of these Jewish converts, their sin- 
cerity was much disputed, and not indeed with- 
out sufficient reason ; for it appears that they, 
yielded only to necessity, and merely to avoid 
harsh and cniel treatment. In outward appear. 
ance, they professed Chiistianity, but they cir- 
cumcised their children, c^ierved the passover, 
and neglected none of the Jewish rites and cei'e- 
ntnnies. 

This dissimulaticm did not escape the notice 
of the clergy, nor remain long unpunished ; they 
acquainted the Spanish monarch and the pope 
viitti the conduct of the converted Jews ; upon 
which, the tribunal of inquisition was com- 
manded to observe the behaviour of those delin- 
tjuents more narrowly, and all Christian princes 
Vere exhorted to assist in bringing them to con- 
dign punishment. This decree, which was pro. 
claimed in most parts of Spain, had a speedy 
tfltd powerful effect i and seventeen thcHiaand 
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Jews immediately rctamed to the church, and 
submitted themtelves to whatever c«tMui«s or 
-penance nhould be infiicted. Two thousand of 
this oppressed and anfortunate people were 
barncd alive, t>ot with standing tbeir at^knowledg- 
ment and conlesiion, that Jesua wu the true 
Messiah. Many were imprisoned, and languish- 
ed laag in coniineinent ; and after regaining 
their liberty, were compelled to wear a badge ti{ 
distinction and disgrace. Nor did thejr sptre 
the sacred repositories of the dead : human bo> 
dies were disinterred and burned { their estetet 
and property confiscated ; and tbeir children de- 
clared inc^iable of succeeding to the possessioiM 
of their parents. These severities obliged many 
to emigrate into other coantriea t and others em- 
braced Christianity. But notwitbataading these 
co&Tsnirais, the populace insulted and epprcased 
them, and attributed every calamity or misfor- 
tune that befel them to the obstinacy of the re- 
cusants, or to the diasimulation and hyponiay of 
the conforauus. 

A severe and dreadfiil edict was after. \^ q 
Wards issued againstthe Jews by FeitJi- i^gc^ 
nand king of ^>ain, by which the whole 
Jewish nation was commanded to leave that mo- 
narch's dominions in the space of four months t 
and the people were prohibited, under the great- 
eat penalties, from afibrding victuals, (»■ any. 
other assistance, to such as should be found in 
the kingdom, after that period. Historians in> 
ibrpi us, tlHit seventy tbousuid fiimilies, or eight 
hundred thousand persons, quitted Spain pursu* 
ant to this decree : but the Jewish writers make 
the refiigeei amouat ts a much grctOer num< 
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The mJseiy and BuHcrioga of tltosc who thus 
embarked for foreign countries, are ioexpres- 
slble, and almost inconceivable. Some of the 
vessels took lire, and these unhappy victims of 
oppression perished in the fiames or were 
drowned; many were shipwrecked on foreign 
coasts, and were exposed to an instant or linger- 
ing death ; the plague destroyed great numbers ; 
and to complete the series of theii- calamities, 
those who reached the city of Fez in Africa, 
were refused admittance by the cruel and mcr' 
ciless inhabilantSi and perished for want of sus- 
tenance. Whether Ferdinand was induced to 
adopt this severe and tyrannical measure by mo- 
lives of avarice and the prospect of obtaining 
imtnense riches, or was influenced by causes of 
a pious and religious nature, we forbear to in- 
vestigate. Certain, however, it is, that his con- ' 
duct in this respect was highly censured by all 
sober and judicious Christians ; and though pope 
Alexander the sixth dignified the monarch with 
the surname of Catholick, for this zealous and per- 
secuting action, he nevertheless received many 
of the fugitives into his dominions. 

John the second) king of Portugal, though 
not naturally a fiiend and benefiictor of the Jews, 
was sensible that it was his interest to encourage 
those who hod been expelled Spain, to settle in 
his dominions. This he accordingly did, under 
certain restrictions. His son and successor seemed 
At tiist to commiserate, the condition and misery 
of this people, but was soon after induced to sa- 
crifice them to his interest, and to the alliance 
which he had contracted with the Spanish mo- 
narch. He, therefore banished them from Por- 
tugal, but detained their children under variouB 



-n, Google 



TflBJBWS. SS 

nctenc«s> This ccraduct oC the king- drove the 
Jews to de^>Eur, and maaj of them put an end 
to their existence. Those who departed the king- 
dom endured the most severe hardships and in- 
adts; and of those who became Christians, 
great nuoaberft were ill treated and maaucredt 
for the slightest and most trivia offences. 

Notwithstanding the cmeltieB and severitiea 
which the Jews bad suffered in Spun, they were 
DO sooner informed that Charies the fifth hod 
ascended the throne, than they endeavoured to 
procure a resettlement in that kingdom. For 
this purpose, they commissioned some of the 
most considerable of their nation to represent lo 
the Spanish monarch, that they suRered under 
the servitude of a religion which they were com- 
pelled to embrace, and to whose rigonws and 
unremitted persecutions they were daily ex- 
posed ; that they carried on the whole commerce 
of the nation, and were the most uSefiir, and per- 
haps the mo«t faithful, subjects in the kingdom ; 
and therefore requested, that he would be pleased 
to allow them the free and unrestrained exercise 
of their religion, for which act of condescension 
and kindness, they engaged to present the king 
with eight hundred thousand Crowns of gold. 
The Spanish nuinarch received them very gra- 
ciously, and the council of Flanders was like- 
wise of .opinion, that their request should be 
granted, and their oiTer accepted. Cardinal Xi- 
tnenes, however, dissuaded Charles from this re- 
•olution, and this last effi>rt of the Jews was un- 
successful. 

We shall now give an account of the eastern 
Jews during the fifteenth, nxteenth, and seven- 
teenth centuries i . ■ 
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Id Medioj where Ishmad Sopht, chief of tbe 
femily of the Persian kings, commenced hia con- 
quests, they were astoDisheft at bis rafxd and 
wonderful success, and began to consider him as 
the true IVtessioh. In this o[>inion they were 
moreover confirmed, by his declaring himself a 
A. D. pivphet sent by God, to inspect and re* 
lixtO. fci*™ "the Mahometan religion. That 
prince, howeVcF) desfHied the Jews, re- 
fused their homage and service, and treated tbcm 
with greater severity than any of his iiubjecta. 
la the reign of Abbas the second, a great cotm- 
j^ Q cil was convened, in which it was nnani- 
I66d. moudy resolved, th.it the Jewish nation 
should be destroyed without delay. Ac- 
cordii^ly at> order was issued to Persians antt 
strangers to massacre all the Jews, without re- 
gard to sex, age, or conditjon, those only ex- 
cepted who should be converted to the religion 
of Maltomet. The persecution commenced at 
Ispahan, tbe coital of the kingdom, extended 
with equal severity to the several provinces in- 
habited by Jews, and continued (or three years 
without intermistnon. A few of them fled into 
the domintoni of Turkey, and others into India; 
and many preserved their lives by abjuring 
their religion. Those of Ispahan were, how- 
ever, very poor, and not numerous. They wero 
obliged to pay an annual sum of money to the 
bog, and to wear a garment for the sake of dis- 
tinction • 

. Bagdad, once the residence c^the princes of 
(he captiirity, was much reduced since it was 
taken by Amurat tbe fourth ; but had a great 
number of Jewish inhabitants, who, though they 
enjoyed the free and unrestrained exercise oC 
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their religion, nere nevertheleis hated and des- 
pised by the PersianB. In Armenia they are 
Biud to have Uved peaceably; but a Christian 
being murdered by a Jew, many of the Jewish 
people were crucified, and others bumed. In 
Media, during the fifteenth, BiKteenth, and seven- 
teenth centuries, tliey were numerous, and had 
been transplanted thither by Sennacherib. They 
are said to have had one hundred persons for 
every forty Christians that inhabited Media. 
They spread themdelves as far as the foot of 
mount Caucasus ; and we arc told, that the 
prhices of Mingrelia and Imiretta pretended to 
be descendants of king David. The ancient 
nonarchs of Georgia twasted the same extrac- 
tion ; and the cham of that country, among 
other titles, called himself a descendant of Solo- 
mon, the Jewish king. In these parts is a great 
mixture of Judaism> This was the general state 
of the Jews in Persia, Media, Armenia, and 
some other provinces in the east, during those 
centuries now under review. 

It would naturally be expected, that Jud^Ot 
their ancient and beloved country, would have 
contained a greater number of Jews than either 
Syria or Egypt. It was, indeed, frequently vi- 
nted by devotees, who made a pilgrimage fo 
Jerusalem ; but very few fixed their Edwdcs in 
that country. Sepbei, or Tzephetli, a city of 
Galilee, was the most populous and celebrated, 
vhich the Jews possessed in this province. This 
town enjoyed several advantages greater than 
the rest ; and the Jews that inhabited it were 
treated with more kindness, than those that lived 
in any other part of the Ottoman empire. To 
this city they oent their children to be instructed 
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in tho Hebrew language ; for it was their opintoiii 
that it could no wh^re else be taught with equal 
purity, and Sephet became what Tiberias wu 
forOierl)'. Xt is unnecesaarf to add morC] thaa 
that there was not a city in Pale&dne, in which 
the JewH subsisted so long, and with so much 
credit and safety. 

The Jews in Syria were much more numerous 
and flouriiihing: thaii in Judea. Ti)cy always had 
thcif synagoguts and learned men at Damascus. 
They also obtained from the Christians a cele- 
brated plat of grounds where, it is pretended^ 
that Elijah the prophet called Elisha to be hii 
servaat, and in which place they erected a sump- 
tuous synagogue. At Aleppo the Jews were no 
leas numerous ; and in this city Zabathai Tzcfi 
was bom, who proclaimed himself the Messiohr 
tnd the deUverer of Israel) and that he was about 
to subvert and destroy the Ottoman poweiw 
Many were induced to credit his aa^rtions, on 
Account of an itkterpretation of a passt^ in 
J^anicl, that the Messiah should appear about 
the year lers. The more prudent, howcrer, of 
that naiioa became sensible, that this intended 
insurrection would occasion the ruin of all the 
Jews in tbe Ottoman empire, and therefore pro- 
nvunced him an iinpostort and cosdemned hixn 
to death. . 

But Tzeti assembled a great concoutve at 
Jews at Smymai where he seretnl times pro' 
' nounced the name Jehovah, and altered ths 
Jewish liturgy ; and the audience not only aC' 
knowledged his power and authority, but prc' 
tended they saw something in hit person that - 
was more than human. He then caused a throD» 
to be erected for hiin and lua queeot from which 
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he addressed his subjects ] and he gave bis fol- 
lowers a new form of faith, which they wens 
commanded implldtly to receive. Afier this he 
cmbariced in a small ressel for Constantinople, 
and his disciples went thither by land. The 
Grand Seignior being informed of his approach, 
gave orders to his vizier to cause him to be ap* 
prehended and bastinadoed, which were accord* 
ingly executed. 

After suffering this puniriimetit, Tzevi was' 
imprisoDed in the Dardanels, from whence he 
tent ambassadors to assure the Jews, that he was 
the true Messiah, and to inform them of the mi- 
racles which he had already performed, or sdll- 
had to perform. Bdng afterwards detected and 
proved to be an impostor, he was commanded bjr 
the sultan to be carried to Adrianople, and put 
to death. To avoid this punishment, Tzevi and 
his wife apostatised from the Jewish faith, an^ 
«ere converted to Mahometanism. He was, 
however, afterwards beheaded by order of the 
Grand Seignior. 

After the death of this itnpostor, Daniel Ts'- 
lAel, a Jew, who had dwelt at Smyrna sis or 
seven years, undertook to persuade the Jewish 
people, that Tsevi was yet alive tuid concealed, 
and that he would re-appear, according to the 
prophecy of Daniel, after the space of forty-fivtf 
years. Some prodigies which he pretended to 
perform, astonished many of the Jews, and in- ' 
duced them to credit his assertions. The death 
of Cordoso, however, who maintained the im* 
pDstor, and who was murdered by his son-in-law, 
unveiled the deception. The murderer fled into 
a Turkish mosque, aa<l was converted to^ Maho* 
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nwtanUm ; but fre arc- not told vhat becaiAe of 
Daniel Israel* 

In Ethiopia, during; the fifteenth, sixteenth, 
and ser^nteenth centuries, the Jews lived peace- 
ably) and easily muntuned themselves by the 
conformity that subsisted between their religion 
and customs and those of the Ethiopians, who 
boast that they are of the same lineage. The 
Jewish people in this part never received the 
Talmiid, riorany of those traditions by which 
their religion is injured. It is no easy matter to" 
determine in what period the Jews were first 
Settled in Ethiopia. A late traveller infbnns 
us, that Saba, who founded the monarchy of 
Abyssinia, was a'Jewese, and that her subjects 
became Jews before the time of Solomon. He 
also tells us, that they continued Jews from the 
time of the building of the temple, to the year 
633 after Christ, when they were converted to 
Mahometanism.* The Jewish people, in the time 
of which we are treating, are said to have in- 
h^ited a high and spacious mountain, accessible 
only oh one aide, which waft rocky, difiicult, and 
dangerous. Claude, the son of David, sought 

refuge on this mountain from the arms 
*iP- of his brother, and was received with great 

kindness by the Jews, who defended him 
with such bravery and fidelity, that they ever af- 
terwards enjoyed bis friendship and protection. 

They tnainuined themselves in the same in- 
dependent manner at the commencement of the 
aeventeenth century, possessed nearly three pro- 
vinces, and were considered as the ancient inha- 

■ Vide Mr. Bntee's Travels, vol.i. p. 4^8. 4H 
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' bitants of Abyssinia) a.nd known by the name 
of ihefiherde* ^o^ios, it bold and success^l 
priijce, attacked them with a jowerfiil army, 
dislodged tbem from their rocks and fastnesses, 
and dispersed tbem throughout the kingflom. - 

Achmed, goreiiior of Egypt, having revolted 
against Solimah the second, Impoaed a a. ^ 
tax of two hundred talents on the Jews is24,' 
of thai kin^bm. They, however, plead- 
ed insolvency, and paid only fifteen talents into 
the treasury.' Upon which, Achmed command- 
ed them to be arrested and imprisoned. This 
order, however, was annulled, by the seimre and 
death of Achmed himself; and the Jews cele- 
brated a feast in memory of their deliverance, , 
Cairo was full of Jews, raost of whom /^ jj 
were rich merchants. The liberty, bow- {^-^i^ 
ever, which was granted to the Jewish 
nation, induced them to disperse over that coun- 
try, where they exercised a vaiifety of occupa- 
tions, and carried on some considerable manu- 
factures. It is said, that^ the Jews were more 
numerous in those parts during this period, thaa - 
was the whole of their nation in the time of 
Moses. 

Mulcf Atchey, king of Taphilet, having seized 
the property of a rich Jew, was thereby enabled 
to make himself master of the province of Qui- 
viana, and to dispossess his brother of the king- 
dom of Morocco and Fez. To recompense the 
Hebrews for this act of oppression to an indivi- 
dual, he allowed them their former privileges, 

' und created Josuah Ben Hamosbeth prince of 
that nation. His brother Ishmael, who sncceed- 

1. p, 3«. 



ed him in UicT kingdom, was a still greater fnend 
and bcnefaclor of the Jewish people, and he 
made one of them his envoy to the different courts 
of Europe, who concluded the peiice with the 
United Provinces, A. D^ 1684, 

The Jews had been a long time settled at 
I Oran, and were Intrusted with some of the most 
lucrative and considerable offices in the city* 
Their gdelity and affection to the Spaniards, 
however, were such, notwithstanding the treat- 
. tnent they had received from them, that they be- 
. f^ jy trayed the town to the Spanish soMiers ; 
1669. b"t ^^'^ service, and many others which 
they performed, did not prevent th^m 
from suffering banishment. In the province of 
Suz also, they were numerous and flourishing : 
in the capital of that principality they had a rich 
and stalely synagofrne,. which was seiTcd by.se- ' 
veral priests and oflicera. They bad their, judges 
and interpreters of the law, who were maintain- 
ed at the charge of the people. In the kingdom 
of Fez, their synagogues having been def;nolish- 
, jj ed,Muley Mahomet not only caused them' 
1660. ^ ^^ rebuilt, but appointed a Jew his 
treasurer and prime minister. , 

Though we have hitherto seen the Jews fa- 
voured and protected by th« popes in Italy, that 
■ . J) warlike pontiff, John the twenty-third, 
1412. t^scd a dreadful and destnictlve persecu- 
tion against them> Not satisfied, how- 
. ever, with i^presung them in his own domi- 
nions, he wrote to the queen-regent of ^pEun, 
during the minority of her son John, and depired 
her to act in the same manner. To this request 
she immediately acceded, and si:<(een thousand 
of the Jewish nation were compelled to abjurtt 
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tbrir religion ; whilst those who vrere obsti- 
nate, snd refused to apostatize from the &itii, 
wore condemned to the flameg, or massacred by 
the populace. Nicholas the second* however, 
having soon after ascended the papal chair, he 
comforted and protected the Jews, and suppres- 
sed the inquisitors. He also sent letters into 
Spain, to prevent those in that kingdom frombe* 
ingcompelled to abjure their religion. 

They had nbt long enjoyed pope Nicholas's 
patronage and protection, before another perse" 
cution was raised (^:ainst them. In the bisboprick 
of Trent, and in all the cities of Venice, the po- 
pulace were so much excited against them, that 
they pitindered and massacred all whom they 
fbdnd ; and the doge and senate were under the 
necessity of interposing their authority, to sup- 
press the riot and slai^hter. The Jews, how- 
ever, were afterwards expelled Trent. 

Pope Alexander the sixth not only received 
those Jews whom the kin^ of Spain and Portu- 
nl had banished, but enjmned Uieir brethren at 
Rome, who had treated them with gredt neglect, 
to give them ever^ assistance in their power for 
establishing themselves in his dominions. He 
allowed them the same privileges as the Jews 
had formerlf enjoyed ; and endeavoured to pro- 
cure them the free and unrestnuned exercise of 
their religion in all the other states of ltaly< 
Under pope Paul the third, the HAi-ews j^ [j_ 
had become so numerous and powerful, ijj9.. 
that cai-dinal Sadotet inveighed against 
his holiness, and asserted that the pontiff wak 
kinder to the Jews than to the Christians* 
■ Paul the fourth treated the Jewish people with 
great harshness and rigouTj and issued two se- 
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vere edicts against theni.i bi,it pope Pvii die 6ttW, 
,j^_ jj_.lK;havcd^w.ith still greater .severity, He 
-IMOi '""^ <^iily. reatrjcted them io their religrous . 
. . vvor»liip, but chArged" tliem witli aevei'al,'' 
Qilmea and raistleriieanors,. for which thej- were' 
expelled all places of his dooiinioDs, exceptipp'-' 
the cities of Rome and. Ancoiia. Sextua the" 
fifth, acted with g re 8,ter openness and .sinceriiy, 
aiul.decUred that the profit and advantage) which 
6^ received from th? Jenjish merchants, were the' 
principal motives for his tolerating lliat people^' 
This i>ope f evoked all the bulls and edictst whicli 
his predccessore, had issued against tliem j "but 
Cletpe^ the ciglilh ,coriS,rmed the bull of pope. 
piU3,ttie,fifih,against the Jews, who were there-'. 
by expelled the ecclesiastical states. 
i',._,Diiring'the,fiftecn(li, sixtce^thi an^l seyenteeiitti 
jxntiines, the. Jews Ji^G^maiiy and the iiwre. 
nprtl^rn cojinliii;s, were/ e:(irenieT¥ .niiiperou% 
but niiii^ poorer, andSrbrse treated by the priests 
aod populacei tliai) those of Italy.' Greiit num- 
bers had settlpd j.»t TJiuriiigii' and .'Misriu, ih 
which places lh«. Lan^gi'ave^ exacted of'thetn 
VBst'^unis of 'money 5>r the peace and Tiberly 
which they "epjoved. I.ewts.Uie'te^ilh, duJte of 
. A..D.i?*^''f"'' '^^"M"^-^*''*^'" ^"^ of hisdpi^i- 
1454.' nion's, without itgardin'gliis own interesti 
. or the remonstrances of their friends, fife 
confiscated all their effects, and ei'ccted puhlick 
,ed^ce^ in. the places Where tliey had inhabited. 
Some years aften those of tJureinbergj who 
^were Dunierous and wealthy, were banished fi'orii 
.that city. The citizens charged them with se- 
veral crimes' and in i^demeanoi-S) thai they liiigllt 
endeavour to palliate their severity ; but the real 
l^ause for this treatment of the Jews, appears to 
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hxn been their wealth and effects. The biabt^ 
■ ofCoiogDe «oon kfter followed tlie example t^ 
the citizens of Naremberg, and expelled them 
bis diocese. 

The Jews of Menburgh, who pretended to 
hive been settled there erer since the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, were banished from thgit citjr 
■nd diocese by the bishop. The emperor ^ p 
Ferdinand the first, however, received 1559* 
and protected them. Ever since the tenth 
century, the Jews on account of the services 
which thef had rendered the Christians against 
the banditti, had lived peaceably and happily in 
Bohemia ; but a conflagration having destroyed 
some part of that kingdom, they were accuaedi 
and found guilty of being accessaries to it. 
Those, therefore, that escaped death, were ex- 
pelled the kingdom, but were aftcrwanls re-' 
.cfOled. 

The Jews in Hungary were greatly decreased 
in number, towards the conclusion of the six- ~ 
teenth century; and that the emperor might 
compel them to leave his dominions with greater 
celerity, he im|iosed wi them a double tax, which 
it was supposed they could scarcely be able to 
pay. A great persecution was raised against 
this people in Moravia ; and many were burned 
and put to death, before any assistance could be 
rendered them. Those in Franctmia being ac- 
cused of setting fire to several houses in the 
town of Bambeig, were plunderedof their effects. 
In Vienna the Jews had obtained such 
credit, that they were permitted to erect a ''^^S' 
stately and sumptuous synagogue ; but the 
building was scarcely finished, when the emperor 
cspelled them froin that capital, and converted 
G3 
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'thefr synagogue into a church.' AVltr the' death 
oF'the empresS) however,, they wefe' recalled» 
and admitted to several posts and titles of ho- 
nour. They were also numerous and Spurishing 
inmost of the, other gitiea of that empire, and 
in the provinces of Servifi, Croatia, MoldSvia, 
and Valantina. In Holland, they enjoyed greater 
libetty'and quielneasj and were more flourishing 
and wealthy than in any other part of the world. 
We have now brought the history of the eastern 
and western Jews to the close of the seventeenth 
century^ It remains only, therefore, that we 
give a short account of the present state and 
condition of this people. 

Of the ten tribes carried' into captivity by 
Shalmanezer, and of the country where they 
settled, we have .received np certain and authen- 
tick information, unless we are to suppose,' that 
they still exist in Persia, under the denomination 
of Afghans, who, according to their own tradi- 
tions, are descendants of the lews. 'We learn 

/from "the book of Esdraa, tliat the ten tribes, 
ufter a wandering jburheyi arrived at a country 
called Arsareth i where, with great ptobabliity, 
we may suppose that they settled. Now the 
(nost accurate historians of Pei-aia affirm, that 
the Afghans are descended from the Jews, which, 
in some measure, corroborates and renders cre- 
dible their traditions of the same import. It is 

. also asserted, that their families are Still distin- 
guished by the names of Jewish tribes, though, 
since their convei-sion to the faith of Mahomel, 
liiey ,have been extremely" studious of conceal- 
ing their origin and descent; The language 
they use, is said to have a manifest resemblance 
totheChaldaick; and a considenib:e district of 
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'iht:'xwkta7 Thidlthey inhabit, U called Haza< 
nith, or''Hnatwty wUsh- might eaulj' Jtov« b«en 
chBDgediDto ArsareCh.*. . ' 

The Turkish empire, howeverviathe pwcipal 
retreat «f the JevB. At ConBtantinojde.and ba- 
tmrich) they aremare'nunwrouB Aaa in any other 
-pun. In Fez, Morocco, .and. oti^r Afn^n 
'suue<i- are great nun^jcrB o£ Jews ;. and in the 
-interior parts of that continent) tbcy.^iaTe soiar 
- conformed U) the reli^oovf MahotnetiV to re- 
cite in publieb)^ prayera- from the Kopan.,- They 
arc dispersed over 'Gemtany J but ate- more nu- 
' menms in Poland, Lithuania, and Russia^. In 
' proteetant Comitries they are treated with great 
''tniktoes&aad'chanty ; and in England, theyere 
: wiit^y allowed the SuU liberty of their religion, 
■ an unrestTnined freedom o£ commerce, and the 
(piiet and peaceaMe'tttjoymentTof their property, 
- -thou^' a' liberal attempt, made to naturalize 
them about half a century ago, failed from po- 
pular ignorance and iatokrance. 



CHAP. I. 

Q/" jffrica-in Otner^L. 

AT what time this vast continent was .first 
distingivishcd by tlie tide of , a distinct, or 
third, part of the world, it. would be no easy 
matter to determine- Strabo, who was ooly ac- 
quainted with those kingdoms of Africa which 
tJie Romans reduced under their potter, tJiought 

• Vide Asiatick Reieartjies, vol, ii. p. 76- 
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it too incoDsidcrableto deserve that diatinclJon ; 
&nd though Ptolemy was better informed wiib 
respect to the ccaitinent of Africa, and much of 

- his accoitnt of its geography and natural history . 
has bcfii lately confirmed by iodisputaUe eri- 
dence, he was nevertheless in the daA respect- 
ing many of its component parts. The Africui 
and Arabian geographers are extremely ignorant 
of their own country, and in their maps and de- 
scriptions have omitted the whole of that territory, 
which lies between the Nile and the Red Sea. 
Before the close of the fifteenth century, Ema^ 
nuel king of Portugal, excited by a desire of dis- 
covering a way to the East Indies, appointed a 
few- ships for that expedition, which doubled the 
Cape of Good Hope, and explored the eastern 
and western coasts of the African continetiu A 
few factories, however, near the sea, could have 
little or no opportunity of acquiring a knowledge 
of the interior part of the country, even had it 
accorded with the objects they had in view. It 

' is to the honour of England, that a society of 
noblemen attd gentlemen has associated far the 
purpose of exploring the internal re^ons of Af- 
rica, and whose discoveries have thrown more 
light on the geography and natural history of that 
continent, than all the united labours of twothwi- 

Africa is enviriMied by the sea, excepting only 
the isthmus of Suee, which is a narrow neck of 
land of seventy miles in breadth, and which 
unites it to Asia. It has been compared to an 
iire^ular pyramid inverted, the northern part 
constituting the base, which runs along the shores 
of the Mediterranean, and the Cape of Good 
Hope forming the apex or top. Its utmost ex- 
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tent from north lo south, from Cape Bono, i»tba. 
MtlffiefraneM, td Ike Cape of. Gotd Hopci is' 
Imr- thDUMitd thr« haHdrad milet;' «rKl its 
breftdtii from cut' to mtt,' from Cu)v Verd to 
ei^^Ottudi-fuit nea> th« MnAi of Bkbetaun. 
(^-n -tifree tttooMndi five handnKl mitn; ths 
wMIe ^intlBdin^ an' extent from thlnr-^e ^e- 
green tio^ htitmle, to twMtr-er|rht south, .and 
mnh tMrtf-ttiFce 4egtees cam to' Bwenteen de< 
greeswest<lting:}tude^-Mn London. It appcncs, 
thcMbre, -thM nefarir two^hJldl of th«>cnUBient 
of'Africa tat aitdaf«i wiAinthc torrM mae,maA 
ttiilt the'^i^tor #ridetf'it almost' in the nidills. 
TRa borthern pfcrtf h(1were^ Is- mora esUD* 
life antftiioM cxp<wed-ta the ■rertical rajra of 
#i<e'8tM, #hkh ltting'Vefle(ReA''-frofn.'vaitd«ert« 
# buttling sandt the heat becomes e5tceiw?e, 
an4«''-ift ttiihy pheeb^ ' insrtpportable to Eonx 
pevns; ■■ '''*' -■ ' "" ■■ ■" :■•■■'■< . - 
- A1i^Af»lay■'b^■^Md«*li^^»fo^^'patt■« 

- 1. The islands nhich surround this contmetit 
in %he MediHrMne^'^ftnA Red !jca,^Mld.on>the 
iwtrtn ailtl"w«teWi Coaats. ■ 
-■:^.-Tht MMifitty «f the whites, comprehending 
Egypt,"Barba^, NtiAidiBf'or BiMulgendri aod 
ZaaraiortheDeBert. 

-S. 'Ilitf of t!te U«ck!sr'indtiding;Nigntia,.G«B 
Treav"in«rNuhta, '■'-''■"'■ > : 

\ '■1. U^peraftd'LoWw Ethrapia, ttw ffarmer of 
which xontprcheMs.tfte vartempire'of Abfasinia 
sn^'parta atfjaceift ; the latter incl«dc« ttie king' 
^6nrt of Congd^ 'An^avI.oMi^ flnd£iAraria, 
*feng- thfc Western, oi> Atianfekj' and thowicf 
MtAiomofiipl) ^folftV and (dong- the-eoMta-af 
Zanquebar aiid Ajan, on the eastern, or Indian 
Ocean i ti^ther with the inland kingdoms of 
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AfoDemu^, Mitnica) Chicore, tec. and otiier va- 
rious nations, of which we shall [tft€rvard> make 
raentioa. 

. All the inhabitanta of this vast continent,, 
though distinguished under a vaiiety of denomi- 
nationa, according to their diflerent dilutions,, 
tribes, and forms of goTemment, are. ocvenhe< 
less, commonl}' included in the two.lbld diitinc-: - 
tion of Moors and Negroes, or of Arabs aod 
AfiicaBS> With reapect to the aacient inhabit-. 
Mita of this country, who are very numerousi. 
ve might expect to find in so vast a tract of landt 
and to great a variety of nations, and gorem- 
menta, a proportionate diveruty of people, re- 
lative to the qualifications of mind and of body ; 
but, on the contrary, a general unifbrnuty per- 
vadca those various regiixu and pet^e. " All 
the negro nations," says Mr. Parlt, " that fell 
vnder my observation, though divided into & h 
number of petty independent states,' subsisb 
chiefly by the same means, live neariy in thai 
-same tempemture, utd possess ti woadtrfid m^U 
iarity qfdufio^on." 

. h is remarkable, that the Negroes, how black 
soever when in health, are rio so(»ier attac)(e4 
ifith sickness, than they gradually become pale 
and whitish, according to the nature and inve^ 
lenicy of the disease ; but when dead, they re- 
sume their origitval blackness. Most of the Af- 
rican natives have been always addicted to ido- 
latry, witchcnft, and other superstitious rites 
and customs, which it is supposed they received 
from the andent l^rptians. In many parts of 
Africa, tiDiKver, toine relickaof Judaism are disr 
ceroible. With respect to the christian religion, 
wc are.tcld that it wa* eitablished here at a ver^ 
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earty period, b^ the eunuch of <]ueen Condace t 
but in Abyssinia, where it was first |m)pBgated 
and cstaUished, and where it flourisht.'d for some 
time with great «|dendour, it has been roiserably 
torn by Actions Bitd schismst There U a Twiety 
= df Christtans, however, tUapersed throughout 
' Africa. 

But the religion of Mahoroct hath made the 

vreatest and most rapid progress In this country. 

-'whether, however^ through the ignorance of its 

taropagators, or the dept«Tity of the converts, 

Mahometanism is here (leppi«d of many of its 

' kusteritiea and moM Of its virtues. One would 

scarcely, indeed, imagine, nor would a bithful 

muBsulman ackntjwledgei that it is the same te- 

ligion, which the ArabiEin Piophet taught his 

^ciples. The NegWes have neither mosques, 

-■ nor observe arty Weekly festival4 

The Africans al« generally considered as an 
' '• indolent and InactiVE people ; but perhapa with- - 

■ out much reason. The nature of the climate is, 

■ indeed, unTavoUfable to great corporeal exer- 
- tions ; but strictly and piY^rly speaking, a 
' people cannot be' CaHed indolefit and inactive, 
' Vhose sustenance ia derived, not from the spon- 
taneous productions of naMre, but from persotial 
l^tonr. Some manufectnres and mechanicks, ftnd 
the necessary arts of life, ore known and prac- 
tised by them. 

Before the Earopfeatis vl&ited this Continent, 
the commerce of Africa was inconsiderable, and 
principally confined to the eastern coasts, and to 
those of the Red Sea : and was chiefly carried 
' -on by the Arabs, Per«ani, Armenians, and Ma- 
hometans. Since that time, the Italians, French, 
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, English, Dutch, Spaniards, and Portuguese, set- 
tled several colonics and^ factories in difTerent 
ptutit Thia iradK tiliutflf-CQniiisLa of gokl, slav^, 
iroryv and a great vai'Mtjiuf .o<Iu]'i{t:roi.is gumts. 
The cominere* vtth Africa promotes the iipporis 
wkI consumption of Eiuupean. conunoditiea %ad 
maQutiictures ; as lliose oi: silken, \roulLen« AD<t 
Ittnen; and pf iroa and fioppe^ wrought infoft 
great variety of utensils and wari ike instruments. 
■ ■! The- Moors are 'supposed to have been for- 
merly a- ditfereiU people, from the Arabs or i^a- 
raocfis, who extended tben selves. over tiie eastern 
parts of AfiTM, ■ and spread .tbeir conqueaii. .to 
its most western coute. JJiKi they have Ijeen. so 
intermixed with that I'ocei and have adopted fo 
many of their manners and customs, that tticx 
are scarcely to be distinguished from each other.* 
The Arabs :who abandoaed the wandering 
and irregular mode oMife,.and.settIed in towns 
and villages, apply themeelves l^.tradeandiiaa- 
nufactur^ i or employ Uieir time tn agriculture, 
and the breeding of -camels and hoc^es. The 
- most considerable class. of Arabs, however,, cnjn- 
sists'of those who live .in 4cser:s .and tents. 
They bk divided -into sepanKe tribes, or familiest 
each of which is subject to a chief or. king,, wrho 
ttceruses unlimited authority over those of ,hiB 
own horde, and. ackaowledges no allegiance to, a 
common sovereign. They live, in continual fear 

• " Wiih the religion, iliey were pro uil '.f> adopt .the. 
tansuage, name, and origin of Aiabs; the blood of'lhc 
strangers and nalives was insensibly mingled I ard from 
rtie Euphiatea to the AiUnticW the Same .nariOii might 
-teem to be diFiitMl over the sandy plains of Aiis and 
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ii^ dTstrust; anj are always prepared to make 
hostile and predatory excursions, or to avoid 
great and imminent dangers. - 

Camels, aiid other beasts of bunlen. being e:& 
'tremely necessary to themj the Arabs are fre- 
quently compelled to change their place of abode, 
to procure for them fi^sher and more verdant 
'pastures. On account of these frequent de> 
campments, they are obliged to make use of 
fight and moveable tents, some of wliich are 
constructed of camels and goats hair. This 
' cloth is manufactured by the women in soch a 
manner, that it is proof against the heaviest and 
most violent raina which fall in Africa. The 
,<lthpT tents are rather a portable kind of hut, 
"composed of the baiic of trees, or of some sort 
of wood proper lor the purpose, and so con- 
trived as to be erected, Of taken down, with great 
ease and expedition. Both kinds of tents are 
of a circular form, the top of which projects in 
the shape of a cowe, and under it is placed the 
chimney, which serves instead of windows to ad- 
mit the air and ^ght. 

The women have not only the whole care and 
management of these houses, end of the rest of 
the family affairs, but they are also doomed to 
undergo the meanest and most slavish employ- 
ments. They grind, bake, brew, and dress all 
the victuals for the household ; uid they fetch 
wood and water, milk the cattle, and take cara 
of their husbands' horses; but in ditftrent parts 
of Africa, different customs will be found to 
prevail. The women are generally fond of 
adorning themselves with gold chains, pearls; 
and be^. The houses, or tints, in which the 
females reside, are interdicted to all men, ez- 
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cept their husbands ; and if my Arab is so pMf> 
as not to poBseaa a separate tent, or hut, he will 
feceire visitora, and transact his busineu in the 
open air. ; 

Next to their wives, the Arabs value their 
horses, or mareft, the latter of which, on acixjunt 
of their millE, (which forms a part of their food) 
and of the colts they produce, are esteemed pre* 
ferable. The mares end colts are admitted into 
the tents, where thev remain loose with the rest 
of the familj', and frequently scr\'e for pillows 
or bolsters on which the children recline *. The 
Arabs are extremeljr careful in the choice and 
jpreservation of their breed, and more exact in 
observing the ^oealogy of their horses than of 
themselves. 

The usual di-ess of the men is a liind of shiit 
next the skin, which descends to the knee, and is 
auBpended over a pair of drawers which cover 
the ancles. Over this, the richer Arabs wear 
a short jacket, called a caphtan, which Iuls lot^ 
and strait sleeves, and is girt with a broad sash, 
surrounding the body several times. This caplv- 
tan is commonly made of tine cloth or serge ) 
and sometimes, though very rarely, of silk ) but 
among the inferior Ai-abs, it is manufactured of 
blue or black cotton cloth. As they wear no 
belts, the scimitar, or cutlass, is generally in- 
serted between the girdle and caphtaui The 
girdles are long and wide, manufactured of silk 
or cotton and cunously embroidered. The us« 
of «tockin)^ is scarcely known in Africa. In- 
stead of shoes, they wear a kind of socks made 
of Morocco leather) and reaching to the. ancle. 
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The common peo|rie usually ha.ve tlieir heads 
and legs uncovered. The chief) however, of 
the tribe, and others -alio diitioguisbed among 
them, adoi-n their heads with red caps, encircled 
by several rounds of white cotton, and form«d in 
tite Bha{>e of a turban. 

The women wear long drawers, and shifU 
orernfaem. Their caphtan is fastened to their 
bodies- with a. sash or girdle, similar to that 
of the men, hut generally of more value, and 
having a greater variety of colours and em- 
broidery. Over the c^htan, the female ^so 
wears a large mantle or robe, of a rich azure 
hue, which descends to the feet. Their heads 
and hands are covered with a'veil; and their 
ears, necks, and arms, are adorned with rings 
and bracelets of gold and »tver. Their feet are 
covered with socks, or pumps, similar to those 
of the men. The women, however, of inferior 
Kank,. cover their bodies with cmly a piece of 
cloth, which they wrap about their breasts, and 
which descends no lower than the knee* lu- 
•tead of pearls and diamonds, these make use 
of [Meces of coral OP glass, with which they de- 
corate the hair. They mark their fareheadsi 
cheeks, and chin, with a kind of paint ; but as 
this paint requires frequent renewal, they tome- 
limes puncture it -into the skio, which renders the 
impression indeliUe. ■ 

- The bread of the Arabs consists of millet, 
maize, or rice, made into cakes. Their drink b 
commonly water ; but they brew a small liquor, 
and also distil a kind of spirit, sufficiently strong 
to intoxicate. They eat fish and flesh of several 

' * In Malta and lame other pluea a limilai ctutom. 
prevails. 



■ n, C.OOylc 



fS AFRICA. 

sorts, btrt never of both at one meal, nof in mf 
large quantity. « The lives of the ficdouina," 
Mya M. Sonninl, " simple, uniform, and unin- 
jlircd by exceiset, are extended to the term fixed 
bf nature. Thejr Hve to be very oM, and, ia 
their advanced age, they itre conapicuouB for a. 
mpectable and truly patriarchal appearance *■" 
They are no less friendly and hospitable in their 
habitations to itrangen who visit them, and 
whom they treat with singular frankness and 
GordiflHty. " Here, (among the Arabs ur Be- 
douins) that hypocritical politeness, those lying 
eapresskms of cirility, with which people mu- 
tually overwhelm each other in our &shionable 
circles in Europe, while they reciprocally agree 
to i^ce no confidence, are unknown. Hn-e 
»m[Je and natural offers are made of obj^tH 
equally simple, to reftise which would excite 
1^ pain tn the ininds of those who make tb«ra» 
while the acceptance of their hospitable gifts is 
vure to fill tliem with gratitude, and at the same 
time you run no risk of being burthensome W 
your host, t" 

The -Arabs arc never instructed in the knoW' 
ledge of physick or philosophy. There ar« per- 
sons, indeed, among theni, who pretend to bodk^ 
skill in tliose sciences; but what they know of 
them is acquired by experience, habit, or cus- 
tom, assisted by strength of memory and readi-i 
ijess of invention. They have adopted, how- 
ever, a i-eguiar course of pharmacy for diseaSeSf 
and of surgery for wounds and sores. 'I'he 
former cbiefl)' consists of vegelables, and the 
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latter or outward applications. Ttiey liave intra- 
iluced inoculation for the small-pox, but in a ruder 
manner ihan what is practised in China- The 
Bealousand faithful Mussulmen, however, are 
greatly inimical to all kinds of inoculations for 
that disease ; and they not only decry it as an 
impious method of tempting Divine Providence^ 
but recount a number of frightful stories, in order 
to deter the people from the practice. 

All the Ard» in A&ica, of whatever kind and 
description, are divided into- tribes or fiimilies, 
called dow-wars. The chief's tent is always 
known by its aituaticm, which is in the center of 
the dow-war*. The abeicks, or cbieis, are ge- 
nei-ally armed with short pikes or javelins, and 
are so expert in using those weapons, that though 
riding in full gallop, they seldom miss theiir 
mark, but will kill a man at filly, or hit the mid- 
dle of a plate at forty paces distance. They 
have also a cutlass and a quiver of arrows ; and 
as they themselves are very skilful in all kinds' 
of military actions, so they are no less careful 
that those who are under them, and their horses, 
be inured to the same exercise, insomuch that 
the agility and address of the one, and the doci- 
lity and iteetneas of the other, in attacking or 
retiring from an enemy, are justly admired by 
all Europeans, who have been witnesses of their 
disci]dine and esplotts. They Aiake no use of 
fire-arms, «s they know not the manner of using 
them on horseback, nor how to keep them in pro- 
per order. The Arabs generally make a fu- 

* M. Sonnini infurma lu, (hat the leni of Sheich Hui> 
' sein, wliich he vliited, was dislinguiahed from the rest 
by ooihing bat a lai^e plome of black oslilch feathers, 
placed on the summit. 

H2 
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riouBdoBet i but when attacked, or in dat^r of 
being overpowered) they suddenly disperse) to 
ftvoid the assault of the enemy, wul afterwards 
rallying, they fetum to the charge with incredi- 
Ue celerity. In those feigned retreats, they do 
the gr«iteGt injury to enemies, who are unac- 
quainted with their manner of fighting. They 
Vf BO inui-ed to mattere of a mihtary nature 
from their infancy, that they conuder war as 
their greatest happiness, and pim^Dc it with in- 
trepidity and bravery. They are persuaded 
that Providence ordained it for them, and there- 
fore never commence ati attack without saying, 
in a aerious and reverent manner, that they do 
it in the name qf God, nor c^ncluile a successful 
expedition without repeating the words, God be 
praued ! 

Next to their warlike excursions, their (Hind- 
pal and most delightfiil occupation is hunting or 
racing, in both of which they are no less active 
and expert. Their marria^s are nothing moic 
than a bargain between the father of the intended 
bride aitd her intended husband* Th^f consist 
for the most part in an agreement, that tlie young 
jnan shall pay so many camels, horses, sheep, and 
cows, to the fathcrof the woman. The purchase 
is no sooner concluded than the young man is al- 
lowed to visit his future bride in a separate tent, 
where, attired in the best and mo&t costly apparfl 
and ornaments she can afford, she is prepared to., 
receive him. This is a relickofthe ancient man- 
ner, in which the patriarchs married. The bride 
. is tlien conducted to her husband on horseback, 
or on a camel, and accompanied with loud accla- 
mations and songs. 

When an Arab dies, the women who iohatHt 
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that tent or hut alarm the whok dow-mr, or 
district, with their outcries aod buoentatioHB, 
and are speedily jraned in the same frightful 
. chorus hj all the other femaJes. The men, 
however, even the nearest relations to the de- 
ceased, whatever inward grief they suGer, are 
jUD«iUing to express their feelings in any other 
manner than by a grave and composed deports 
ment. The corpse is carried to some neigh- 
bouring eminence, where it is deposited in a 
gravei and covered with earths A mound of 
atones is then raised over it, which serres for a 
mon'jment, and tor a defence against beasts of 
prey- 
Though the wandering Araiis are, for the 
most part, Mahometans, they have no mosques 
throughout this yast continent. The case, how- 
ever,, is otherwise with those who Inhahit towns 
and villagesi and are employed in trade or agri- 
culture, and who have every where their places 
of worship. 

The caravans which are made use of by this 
latter description uf Arabs, in carrying on their 
trafiick with the interior parts of Africa, fre- 
quently perGarm a journey of seven hundred 
leagues in extent. They travel into the king- 
dom of Tombuctoo, and other neighbouring 
natiooa, where they procure of the inhabitants 
gold, in exchange ibr trinkets, pieces of iron 
and brass, and other commodities of little value- 
In this journey they paiis through a vast desert 
of sand of two hundred leagues in length, in 
whi-h water is scarcely lo be foand. But the 
most di-eadfiil und imminent dangers to which 
the traveller in this I'ast desert is subject, are the 
sand winds. The following is the description 
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of on& by Mr. Park, which happened during 
his confinement in the Great Deuert. " The 
force of the wind was not in itself very great ; it 
was what a seaman would have denominated a. 
tiiff'breeM; but the quantity ofsand and dust ear- 
ned before it was such as to darken the whole 
atmosphere. It swept along from eaat to west 
in a thick and constant stream, and the air was 
at times so dark and full of sand, that it was 
difficult to discern the neighbouring tents.*" 
Sometimes, however, we are asEured, that those 
tempests are so violent, that whole caravans have 
been buried beyond all possiUe recovery.! 
_, The African horses are small, but ■ well 
shaped, fleet, and beautifully coloured. Those 
of the Arabs, however, are by far the best, and 
most esteemed, not by the Africans only, but by 
strangers of every country. They exceed all 
other creatures, except the danC, in swiftness of 
foot. , The camel is the most useAil and necesf 
sary animal Jhat Africa possesses. " Without 
this beast, which nature formed to endure hun- 
ger, thirst, and all the inconveniences attending 
heat and drought, vast plains of sand and 
stones, and arid mountains rugged with rocks, 
would have proved insurmountable barriers to 
inan : with him numerous troops tread the 
moving sands, and exhibit a wonderful spectacle 
to the observer, who is astonished to behold men 
in places which appear formed to repel every 
thing that breathes ; with him circulate all the 

• Vide Park's Travels iii the interior of Africa, p. 131. 
j Somewhu similar to this appears Mr. . Bruce's ac- 

counl of the mov'm; pillars of sand in the deserts of Ara- 
bia, whose lop; reached the doiids, and whoie mo:iun 
exceeded that of the ewiftett bone. 
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tPCMures bfthe cam. ; with him the solitKiy tra> 
Teller feftn not to enter the apaciout void ttutt 
Kpuxtet one peotdc from uwthw.*" 
. The dromedary ia a amaller and more alctidtf 
ipeciea of the camek It ia no lesa useful for in 
swiftncM than the other for the burthens it car- 
liesi and is generally em(doyed "for expedition. 
For ten days together it will travel at the rate 
of forty leagues a day, with a aYnall pittance of 
barky and water.t It has protuberaoces on its^ 
back, which form a natural saddle for the riderr 
It can alto endure hunger, thirst, and great fa- 
tigue. Other domestick atiimala, auch as bulls, 
cows, asiea, aheep, and goats, ue also in grea^ 
plenty and vari^y in Africa> . . ' 

At the head of the catalogue of the wild at 
savage animals, which this country produces* 
we may justly place the elephant, which is a 
noble and excellent beast, and equally celebrated 
for its surprising qualities of acMe, docility, 
courage, and usefulness, as for its superior 
^rtugth and size above fdL cAher quadrupeds, 
in every part of Africa, however, icifc,^ld, fe* 
rocious, and deairurtive ; Aor have any of th« 
inhabitants of this vast continent attempted to 
tame this animal, and to render it serviccablr. 
But whatever devastation the elephants make in 
the lands that are eown, and which seems to be 
doM for the sake of sustenance, they never at* 

, " Sonnini'* Travels in Upper and Lower Egj^t. 

t'"The niont- emnordiniry Journey of thit kind," 
says M. Sonnini, '• which I ever heud menliwied, WM 
maile by a Bedouin, who wi& often poinied out to me at 
Cairo. He levelled from ihu city to Meci:;i, i dlslnnce a{ 
more than four hundred leagues, in Eve days j for which 
the caravan ofpilgrimiem^oys upwards of thirrjf days." 
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tack men or women, unless first assaulted or es* 
a^ie rated bjr abuse. 

The rhinoceros, which derives its appellation 
from the horn on its nose, is likewise a native of 
Africa ; and tboagh this animal is inferior in 
bulk tr> the elephant, it excels him in the beautjr 
and comeliness ufits shape and skin, the latteroE 
which is surprisingly variegated with speckles 
in tufts of black and grey. The back of this 
animal appears to be adorned with a natural sad- 
dle, and its aides and ribs extend, as if eniboss> 
ed, down to its belly. The skin of its Imck is so ' 
hard, that a lance will scarcely penetrate it ; and 
its hide is so deeply fiirrowe^ as to appear arm- 
ed with scales. The nose resembles that of ■ 
txtar, on the top of which grows the ham erect 
and perpendicular, and which is of a lighter or 
darlcer brown, according to the age of the ani- _ 
mal. There is a manifest difference between tlie 
litinoceros of Africa and Asia ; that of the latter, 
having but one horn on its nose, and the other 
having besides this a second on its forehead, and 
a third on its back.* 

' The next in rank and size is the garaffa, 
called by the Arabs zarafa, and by Pliny and 
other ancients camelopard, frajn its beautiful 
spots, resembling the leop^ud. It is about the 
hicight of a camel, but much more slender and 
finely shaped. Its hind legs are considerably 
shorter than those before ; a circumstance which 
gives the arumal ff grand and majestick appear- 

• Mr. Bruce tells ua, that the Agageew, or huniers of 
the rhinoceros, assert Ihe^ frequently meet with those 
that bsve three hi>rn«, none of which are on the back, 
but all growing: in a ttraight iine, and nearly iKr|i«n(li< 
cuUrto the i>«.^wi)iV« or noM. 
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uue i eipeciaUy as ito neck riaes in' bh almost 
upright ascent, and terminatcB in a small and 
beautiful head, tintilar to that of a dear or an- 
telope. The skin of its breast is smooth, and 
■kek ; the hura mixtttreof black and white ; 
ito tail long and slender, and its gait and pace 
dow and gradual ) excepting when Trighted or 
peraued, when it becomes extremety fleet and 
nimble. These animals generallf frequent woods 
and deserts, aroid the habitations and sight of 
men, wtd never associate with other quadrupeds. 
One great inconvenience, howerei^ attends [heir 
erect (ront, and the great length of their fore- 
legs ; without much diSicultf they cannot graze 
on the ground, but generally feed on the leaves 
and branches of trees. 

The dante,' or lanle, is about the size of a buf- 
fidoe, or wild bull, but much slenderer in iu 
shape, and more eB[Hible of moving with cele- 
rity. It is naturally wild, very shy, and being 
likewise swift of foot, it is diHicult to catch or 
orettake it, except in the summer season, when 
the burning sand parches and shrivels its hoofs 
to rach a degree, that it is disabled from run- 
nitrg. At all other times those animals run with . 
such incredible speed, that no other creature is 
aUe to keep pace with them. It would extend 
beyond the limits of this rapid surrey, to notice 
■U the animals existing on this vast continent } 
suffice it, therefore, to observe, with regard to 
the rest, that Hons, tigers, . leopards, punthers, 
wolves, foxes, buffaloes, wild-b^ars, hyxnas, elks, 
stags, roebucks, and monkies, are to be found in 
great abundance and variety in many districts . 
of Africa, and some of them in each. 
- The ostrich is certainly the most finguiar of 
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the winget] tribe. This iilhabitao't of tlie ^diy 
and barren dcBcrts of Africa seems to conite- 
tute ihe link of gradation between the feathered 
and animal creation. The general opinion ii^ 
that its food -consista of whatever subataiice it 
happens to meet with, 'whether of iron, stonei 
%oad, bones, leather, or vegctaUei. This bid- 
gular and surprising circumstance has induced 
niany^ naturalists to consider the account as fa- 
bulous and incredible. Upon dissecttan, how- 
ever, the stomach of the ostrich is found to be 
So constructed, as to form an exception to The 
general principles of either birds or quadrupe«fa. 
The head of this bird is small in proportion to 
the sise of its bedf ; the bill is short and pointed, 
the legs thicliand strong, and the feet are cloven, 
and resemble those of a goat. They are gene- 
rally found in gi-eat numbers in the dry and bar- 
ren deserts of Africa, but especially in tlie em- 
pires of Abyssinia, Monomotapa, Morocco, and 
Biledulgeiid. Mr. Adamson says, thoae'at Se- 
negal were so large, Urong, and swifi, that he 
has seen two boys ride upon one for several 
miles, whose velocity was equal to the swifbtess 
of the fleetest courser. The Arabs himt os- 
triches, and consider it as a mark of great prow-, 
ess to be able to catch them; this, however^ is 
not to be effected by means of speed, but by arti- 
fice. The Arab, on horseback, pursues the os- 
trich, and prevents him from feeding, by ke^>- 
ing constantly in aight. Having thus harassed 
him for several days, the horsernan suddenljr 
darts upon him at full gallop, and drives him 
against the wind, to prevent the blood from in- 
juring the fine white of the plumes, and, by dos- 
tcrously throwing a slick between' hia leg^ dis- 
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iMes him frsm runniop. It hes beert relatedi 
tbat this bird deports its ^gs in the sand, where 
it leaves them to be hatched by the heat of the 
tUB ; but thac is tut oror, Tor though the female 
neglects them dunog the Any, because 'ite heatof 
the sand renders iiKubation at that time unne- 
cessary, yet during the night the male and female 
ostrich perform tlwt ofiice in .rot^ion. 

£agles, vultures, hawfcs, herons, pelicans, and 
other carnivorous birds, abound in great num- 
bers and variety in almost every part of Africa. 
The nisser werk, or golden eagle, is supixised by 
Mr. Bruce to be one of the Urgeit birds that 
fiiea. One which that celebrated traveller had 
the curiosity .to measure, was from wing to mng 
eight feet four inches ; from the tip of his tail to 
the point of his beak, four feet seven inches ; and 
he weighed twenty-two pounds. His middle 
claw was about two and a half inches lot^ ; and 
be had a bald head, aud remarkably small eyes> 
The following curious account of the manner of 
shooting uie of these noble birds, and of examin- 
ing it when dead, is related by Mr. Bruce :— 
" Upon the highest top of the mountain Lamal- 
mon, while my servants were refreshing them- 
selves from that toilsome rugged ascent, and en. 
joymg the pleasure oF a most delightful climate, 
eating their dinner in. the open air, with several 
large dishes of kxHted goat's flesh before them, 
this enemy^^as he lumed out to be to them, ap- 
peared suddenly ; he did not shoot rapitlly front 
a height, but came flyii^ slowly along the 
groiuid, and sat down dose to the meat, within 
the riog which the -raen had made round it. A 
great shout, or rather a cry of distress, bnx^tit 
me to the place. I saw the et^^ stand for a tni- 
VoL. XIII. I 
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tutte, as if M recollect bhnset^ wh^ the aeiHitta 

ran for their Uhcea snd fields* I walked up «i 

■ near to him ai I had tinw to do. His jmentioli 
was fiiUy fised opon the meat. I saw hint pal 
bis foot into the pan, where Was a large [Aeee lA 
water, prepared for boHm^i bnt finding thri 
smart he dkl not expect, he withdrew it, and 
quitted the piece which he h«td. There weni 
two targe pieces, a leg and a shoulder, )png 
npoa a wooden platter : into these he thrust thit 
talons of both feet, and carried them off} but he 
Still looked wistfully at the large pieces, which 
remained in the Warm water; sway he w6nt, 
slowly aa he cafne, with his booty. The ser-> 
l^ts assured me he would retunt' Not man^ 
minutes after, he did so, to the great terror t>f 
my attendants. Hafing loaded a rifle gun with 

' ball, I took my «>m so exactly, that he fell dead, 
without giving a single flutter. Upon takfnf 
hold of his monstrous caiCase, I was surpriMfl 
to find my hands tinged und Coloured With 'a 
yellow powder, or dust. Examining the feilflierS 
tm his back, I found they produced a brown 
4ust. This powder, or dfist, by the help of a 
^ass of great magnifying power, I observed tb 
-be an infinite pnmber of featliers, perfectly form- 
ed, although altogether imperceptible to thfe 
naked eye." It heed scarcely be intimated, 
•that birds which are domesticated, as geese, tUN 
kies, hens, ducks, pigeons, tcc> aJH in consVdef'' 
VUe numbers throoghoot tltis ojuntry. 

In the early ages of society men reasoned 
concerning the production of animal life,' from 
the first obvious principle, without recurring tb 
the first great Cause of all things. From hence* 
k is probaWtt) we may tracethe religion of -S*. 
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Nutef, which Mcribed (o the sun, the centre ot 
motipo, the hoDouni of the Dcitf ; inasmuch aa 
tb« sitjH appeared u> l>c the chkf cause of vege- 
tMion, and the supporter, of animal life. Sut* 
ho<rever juet and coir^t ihe ojanioa of the 
fWcientS] in sui^Muing; that aiumatcd Kfe wu 
oourished and prq»gitted by inoiatui-e and th< 
irannth qf the aun ; ytt) as it is evident, that an 
uri^nal, iotelligent, and plasticli power, constt- 
luCed the elements i^ liEe and mcAioa,, a. seminal 
Wd vital principle would still be wanting in th« 
production and prapagatioa of vegetables, repr 
tiles, or animtl*> 

. AfricA abouads with a, dreadful vmriety of 
l>en>ents and vipers, tome of vhich are of a pri^ 
tligioufl IcF^th and aize, and are so subde and 
jdUigeroUB as to infest the roads, and even to 
iclinb trees in quest of their prey. The cerastes, 
« reptile which naturalists have mentioned in aM 
ages, not only on account of the iiialignaDcy of 
itt poiata, but alto of its medicinri virtue^ 
£l»ina>our partitular attciitiaik It ia fc«ns thic- 
J«ta to fourteen inches in icag^i : its head is 
AioB^lar aad flat, and in th« upper jaw has 
.two canine teetb, hollow and crooked inward, 
and of a remaitaMy &ne polish. Under these 
teeth is cootaitied the ba^ or reservoir of poisoui 
.which* couidetii^ the size of tiie reptile, it very 
copious, and a^^ars like a doop of Icudanunk 
Immediately a&er the cerantes has- bitten anf 
xreatore, tlie power of doing fartlier u^ury is not 
destroyed, but lessened- 

Amntg the nowout aninaals which inieat the 
contioent of Africa, besides those of the serpeot 
kind, is a hideous insect^ resembling a reptilci 
■iiich is called a scorpion) . whose stii^ is deem- 
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cd incurable, attd, in manj parts, causes imnie> 
diate death. In order, however, to counteract 
the effects of the sting, they anoint (he plac* with 
oil, in which a bruised acorpioii has been steeped. 
The cameleon is a reptile very common id. 
every part of Africa. It resembles the lizard, 
but carries a more erect head, which, excepting 
the horns, is not dissimilar to that of a ram. its 
t^l is about a span long, aiid its feet resemble 
those of a monkey. In the description of this 
animal, naturalists have greatly disagreed in 
opinion ; some asserting that it lived <m air, and, 
according to Leo Africanus, gap«i at the rising 
Biid settiHg of the sun. It is now, however, ge- 
nerally known, that the (bod of the cameleOft 
consists of insects, that it takes by the assistance 
of the tongue, which is a kind of small trunk-, 
about half an inch long, and Jtollow, joined ti> 
IIS throat by a strong membranfaDus subsiwicei 
Dr. Russell has observed, that when the came- 
leon is removed to a place different in colour from 
where it was found, it gradually assumes that 
of the groond whereon it is laid. WbenfiMind 
on the grass it is green ; if perched on a brandl 
or ihe trunk of a tree, its colour partakes of that 
of the bark ; if put in a box lined with black or 
white, it will assume the linge of the one, or of 
the other. The eyes are round end piercing, 
though without eye-lids j and it not only move« 
them backward and fonvarcl, upward and dawi>> 
ward ; but one forward, the other backward { or 
one downwards, the otheriip wards. 

But, perhaps, the locust is a more dreadful 
u)d destructive insect than any of the African 
reptiles. This, however, is not owing to- the 
power it possesses as an individual, but to. iu 



u,0,i,-f-n,CoO^^lc 



projifick nature of propagation ; bjr which means 
they issue fmtli in such swanns, that tbejr de* 
vastate a whole cmintrjr and nuke it a dncAUe 
wilderness ■• , 

Africa bein^ nearly surrounded hy the seat 
and aboufiding with numbers of lalies and riversi 
iLfibrds great plenty and variety of salt and fresh 
water fish. Of the former, the shark is the most 
remarkable that frequents tlie African and Ame- 
rican coasts. This roracious fish is twenty^five 
icet.JQ length; its mouth is armed with a treble 
row of teeth, which are cxtieniely sharp j and the 
muscles of its Jans ace so strong, that it has been 
itnon-n to bhe a man asunder at once. 

The manatus, so called on account of iU har- 
ing the appearance of possessing two hands, with 
which it carries its young close to its breast, is 
found in great plenty on the coast of Africa. It 
is of an extraordinary size, and frequently weighs 
more tlian fourteen hundred pounds; its length 
is eighteen, and ks diameter four or five feet. Its 

* ProcEfding ta the ncnliwaTd. a curious but truly de- 
ptorable speciacle preiented itself. It was > trtxip of locust* 
resting npon the E^round. Thej covered a space of abont 
one squuemile inexient so compkiely, that the surface 
appeared lo the eye, at a little distance, to have been burnt 
and strewed over with brown ashes. Not a shrub nor blade 
of grass wu visible. The waggons (lUsed directlj thro' 
them, before which they rose up in a cloud that darkeneii 
the air on each aide. Deeirousof seeing the whole troop 
on the wing, t^e Hottentots ran amongal them, and th« 
Jiorsea were made to gallop through tbem, but without 
success ; none but stich as were immed Lately under the 
feet of the men and horses rose up. The peasantry afSiitt 
that they are not to be dnven away,~vnless the signal for 
departure should be given from their commander in chief, 
one of which is supposed to accompany everj' troop.^ 
Sarrovi't Trmelt in Southern AJHea, 
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eyes are small and dim, and iu sight i« Mtak, A 
defect whicii U amply compensated by the e^cqui- 
eiteness of smell and bearing. The least and 
most distant noise, whether at sea or land, wiH 
greatly alarm and terrify it. The Africans are 
▼eiy expert in catching this animal, which hsA 
an exquisite taste, and superior to the Mediteri 
ranean sturgeon ; especially from the middle of 
the ribs to the belly ; but its most delicious part 
tB (he udder. 

There are several pearl fisheries both on Ibe 
eastern and western coasts, the most consider* 
able and valuable of which are near some small 
islands, opposite vhe kingdom Sofola.* The 
people, however, who are employed in this oc- 
cupation, instead of exposing the shell to th« 
warmth of the sun, which \vouId induce them to 
open, lay them on ertbers, by which absurd and 
imprudent method, they contract a dull kind of 
redness, which deprives them of their natural 
lustre and value. The oyster is generally be- 
fieved to lie the species of fish in which this va- 
luable matter is found ; but Mr. Bruce, after 
much search and inquiry, was perfectly satisfied, 
that in the Red Sea, where pearls are found, are 
no oysters. By means of the information, how- 
ever, which that ingenious traveller received 
from the natives of those parts, and from tire 
number of pearls which he procured, he was fully 
cutivinccd that they are only to be found in the 
muscle, tbe pinna, and one resembling the oyster, 
which are shells that are bivalves. 

■ Mr. Bruce and lome others are of apiiiion, that Sofu- 
U was the Oiihir of the ancients, whither Solomon seni 
for gold and silver, with wbiCh to decorate the*tunp1e of 
Jcmalem. 
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.- Both the cutem and western coasta of this 
Vast continent abound with amhei^na^ which 
(oems a consideraUe branch of jcommerce with 
ibe Europeans and other nations. The natites 
of SoEoia and Mosambico at iirat dsspised it, an<l 
considered it as the excrescence of' tvhdes cast 
fm their coasli by the winds and waves ; but no 
sooner were they actfuainted with its real vahie, 
than tbey endeavoured to convert it to the great- 
est advantage. The most precious and valuablft 
is that which is of an ashen or grey colour. 
. But the most valuable commodity, witli whJcl) 
this part of the world abounds, is gold dust, 
Whjcii in most placea lies within five or six .feet 
of the feuiface of the earth, and may be procur-> 

■ ed without, that immense labour and dflngeri 
which necessarily attend operations for that (^T" 
cioiis metal in the mines of India and America- 
After ttie African coast was discovered, the 
Portuguese, Dutch, and other Eui-opeaiis, ex- 
hibited such marks of eagerness- and cupidity in 
quest of gold, and employed such a variety of 
indirect, base, and violent means, to procure and 
extort it fiom the sim[de and unsuspecting na- 
tives, that they spread an universal alarm and 
jealousy among them. And many of the Afri- 
cans, ever since that time, have considered all 
Europeans as equally combined in depriving 
tliem of their just and unalienable ' right to a 
treasure, which, of i^elf. Is sufficient to procure 
them all that is valuable, curious, or useful, in 
every part of the world : nor need we wonder at 
this prejudice, when we recollect the conquests 
and extensive settlements which foreigners have 
made OD the eastern and western coasts, or the 

■ violent and tyrannical measures by which they 
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Imvc dw^B cndeaToiiretl to nudntua tbOM «c- 

quisitions. 

The contiiMBt of Africa U iDteraected by a 
great variety of cotisiderable mountains. Ttw 
Greater and Leaser Atlas were well known and 
oelebrated by the ancienta : the former extends 
Bore than a thousand leagiWB from east to westi 
trota the coast of Mazra to the Atlantick ocean, to 
which it gives name j Che latter stretches along 
the shores of the Mediterranean, from the streighta 
of Gibr^tar to the city of Bona, on the sam« 
cbdsU Those most remarkable for their height 
are the mountains of the Moon, between Abys- 
sinia and Ethiopia ; the Stenu Leona, between 
Guinea and Negroknd; the mountains of Crys- 
ul, near the celebrated lake of Zaflan ; and Tablo 
mountain, at the Cape of Good Hope, so denomi- 
nated from its square ligure, 
' The principal rivers are the Senegal and 
Gambia, supposed, before tlie discoveries of Mr.] 
Park, to have been branches of the Nieer, and 
iriiich empty themselves into the Atlantick ocean ; 
the Niger, till recently, beiieved to run west,' 
and to diride itself into the Senegal and Gam- 
bia, as just mentimied, but ascertained by Mr. 
ParkTo be a separate and distinct river, and to, 
ran east, and conjectured by perhaps the first 
geographer of the present age*, to fall into a 
lake or .inland seat; the Nile, of wlHch the 
source was wholly unknown till one at least was 

■ Major Rcond. . 
. f We h^ that Mr. Homemann, who i« now trave?- 
i'lag in the mierior of this continent, at (he eipenie of 

the African Associiiion, wilE be able lo asc«rlsin, among 
other valuable diecaveties, hovr far this cOnjectuirji 
<l|nnian of Major Rennel i« just and correct. 
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dteoovered by Ml-. Bruce in. Abysiinia, though- 
Mr. Rennet, on the authohity of Ptolemy, la of. 
tipinion, that a bi-anch of this celebrated riwr 
bath its rise near the mountains of the Moon. 

As the great liFei-a of Africa chiefly -pervade 
low and level countries, tliough occasionally In- 
terrupted by cataracts in billy districts, abound-' 
ing in barren deserts^ they «rc favourable to inland 
navigation, were the genius of the people turnedi 
for commerce. Africa la not populooaln pw 
portion to ills extent. In the Great Desert, whichi 
extends fiom west to«afet, behind Mount Adasy 
fkAd parallel to Barbary, and aho it)' smaller dC*-' 
acrts in the northern pai't of ihid continent, th^re 
occurs a phenomenon peculiar to the countryi 
This is the oases, or isolated fertile apots, whicW 
am linterspersed through the sandy vraiste, like 
ialaitdain; the ocean, are covered with beauti^ 
atulci^i'eshing verdure, and aboiuid'with wateC^ 
flo.much'.Wantedin such arid tracts. ■ This mtU- 
eaiqk.was compu'ed by the ancients to' a leopard's 
ekin. ■ - "'■■_■ 

. After, this, geographical account of the cohtU 
, neiit of Africa, we subjoin a sketch of its history f 
and in connecting its modem with its ancient 
history, we shall observe, that Genserick, a war- 
like prince of tlie Vandals, bad no sooner suc- 
ceeded his brother Gnnderickin theking- ' 
dom of GaBicia, than he was invited into ^iP' 
Africa b^ iIk rebefliona B<Mitbcio; At- - ' 
traetsdh^itbe Advantageous offers of the count, 
hut more, perhaps by his own ambitious deigns, 
ha readily., acceded to the proposal ; and having 
provided bimseH' with a. suflicient number of 
traiiapDrts fcr conveying bis troops over tb© 
filnighti of .Gibraltar, be landtal an ansy of 
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tireo^-four tltouAnd men an the ^oaats <^ Bur^ 
faarf^ In the mean ttntc Bonifttcio, vbon ne* 
QEMJtf and >df-ppeservation had impelled to 
this. mcUure, having; been re-a^itted into the 
&voHrofthe imperial court, was much grieved 
at the arrival of tie VandiJsi and endearoured 
' bf ibe most splendid uid gmtifying praniisea to 
prevail with Geoserjck to return ^vritti his troops 
into Spain' These propoaala, bttwever, were re* 
actved by the Vandal chieAain with the mmost 
nontetnpt and disdain ; and BoniEaeio had th^. 
VSOtiJScstion to tljscern* that GcnseiiclL was reso. 
luOely bent to settle in Africa, and to lay tfaa 
foundation of a net* kingdom, from whonce he 
might transport bis victorious troops into tb« 
heart of Italy. 

How long it wi» after GetBertE^'a tending o« 
the coaM of Airica, that his n^e and reicBtaient 
)vere excited aguast the orthodox (^i^^, yitbora 
are .ncA agreed ; but probably, not till he had 
: compelled the Romans, to cede and gua* 

^^' rantee to him all his conquests by treaty. 
. ■ Thei Arian h«resy, which he intiixruced, 
|nd propagated with a fudous and ianatical 
yeali involved the whole country in all the miae^ 
laes. of a reHgious ww. The orthodox clergy- 
were th« gcealeat objects o£ his cruelty, not 
only on ttccottnt of liie vigoroua defcncfc they 
made against him, aa an invadee, a barbuiaoi} a 
heretick, and a^state, but because ^ thm success 
ia converting the Moors finm paganism and ido- 
latry. Many of the clergy wens coodemncd to 
an exile more dreadftil than death, and aggta* 
yated with every circumstance of horror an^ 
otielty. . The places apiminted for their 'banish^ 
ioent^ and &r Uie scenes x>f their auSeriogi wcW 
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WMe •f'the most barren and draary deserts in 
Barbary. 

In the raidst of these persectitions, an occuiH 
ttnce happened, which suspended the-execution 
of Ocnscrick's cruel desig;ns, during the rcmaindet' 
of his rei^. Zeno, whC) Was no* raised to the 
impeHal tbroneihad been compelled to ccHiclude 
i peace vitb &enserick,and to reTtoUnct: all claim 
to his Aftican conquests | but knowing that the 
Vandal monarch had entered Into ' an aUionce 
with the waiiike Odoacer, he thought prupu^ b^ 
inef of precaution, to send an embassy to cone 
firm the pflscs. Genaerick being now advanced 
ia yean, and deurous of leaving hid son and 
'Successor Hunarick in quiet and peaceable pos' 
:session of his recently establiahed king«iomi 
gladly embraced that opportunity of renewing 
oind confirming his former treaties with Zsnoi 
And the prudent ahd politick SeveruB, who had 
been appointed ambassador) on this occasion, by 
-tiw Imperial court, removed the avertion of Gen' 
eerick to the orthodos Christians, and procured 
-the release of thany Romans who had been 
kept prisoners in Africa. Genseiiclc, howeverj 
did not long observe the peace which he had 
concluded irith the emperor j but being repulsed 
in his ttttempts, he was extremely mortified 
and enraged at his defeat, and retired to A-^- 
Carthage, where he died soon aftcr.^ *°^; 
This monarch is represented as a prince impe- 
netrable in his views, immeasurable in am" 
bititm, and inhuman to all who opposed either. 
Nor was he less intrepid and immoveable, Uian 
successful, in his designs : and in proof of this 
OsBertion, we need only appeal to the victories 
riHd'ctonquests which he gained over the Komans; 
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and to the singular disKgard and contemiit, nitti 
which he treated the menaces and complaints of 
tbe em|)eror Leo. 

He waa succeeded by his eldeEl son Hunerick, 
who not only inherited his father's ferocity and 
hatred towards the orthodox Christians, hut ex- 
ceeded him -in both } and during his short reigll, 
of less ilian eight years, exercised greater cruel- ' 
ties againat the African church than his fatherlitd 
dts[^yed in his despotism of sixty. 

i'hough Hunerick left a son, whom he had by 

the princess Eudocia, Gutamund, the g-randson 

. [^ of Genserick,-in conformity to the will of 

■ 496. fi's grandfather, succeeded him in the 

kingdom. In thC' commencement of his 

' reign, this prince treated the catholicks with great 
cruet'.y ; but when he had ol>tained qaietr pos> . 
session of the crown, he became affecfed with & 
sense of the many and dreadful calamiti4e,~whiAi 
liis uncle's furious and untimely zeal had brought 
upon them, and was, therefore, resdlved effectu- 
ally to terminate the still raging pereecution.-^ 
He recalled those pious suSerers who had out- 
lived the miseries andfatigues of their exile, and 
restored them to their churches and flocks, ftrid 

. to the~ free and unrestrained exercise of thek' 
religious functions. In the midst, however, of 
these pious actions^ died GutMuund, in the twelfth 
year of his reign. 

His brother Trasamund, a piince of opposite 

' principles and temper, succeeded him in the 

■ kingdom. The persecution against the orthodox 
was renewed with great fury ; and ati incredible 
number of the secular clei^y were expelled the^ 

' kingdom. One hundred and twenty bishops 
were also banished into the island of Sardinia, 
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irho Untt ' unavcndnblr fiave periatied through 
want and miMry, had not Symmachus, who then 
filled St. Peter'a chair, taken them underhis care 
and protection, and, bjr the publick and charitable 
contribution!! of Christians, added to his own 
private assistance, secured to them a comfortable 
naipteaance in their exile. Thrasamund em- 
braced CTCiy opportunity of enlarg;ing his do- 
minions, and reducing many of the Moorish 
princes under bis subjection i and the rest were 
cither tributary to him or ^firmly attached to his 
interest. Civil- and inteatine wars divided and 
weakened the strength of the Ostrogoths and 
Visigoths of Spain ami Italy ; and there wm 
no enemy, at that time, capshle of opposing and 
defeating his designs. Afler a reign of twenty- 
six years, Thrasamund died at Carthi^, tiis 
royal residence of his predecessors, in the quie{ 
aod peaceable possession of his kingdom. 
. UUderick, the grandson of Genserick, from 
whom an oath had been extorted by the late 
king, that he should make no alterations in the 
religion and government which he "had ^ q 
established, succeeded Thrasamund oo . 534.' 
the throne. But, notwithstanding the 
sanctity and obligations of this oaUi, he had na 
sooner received the reins. of gorem men t, than he 
disannulled and repealed all the acts and e^cts of 
his predecessors in favour of Arianism and sub* 
yersive of orthodoxy, recalled all those who had 
been banished by Thrasamund, and restored to. 
them their churches, their functions, and fomftr 
privileges. These mtasures of Hilderick excited 

. the surprise and indignation of the Arians, who 
soon after appeared in open rebellion, at the 
head of which was Gilimer, one of the princes 

- Vol. XIU. K 
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of the Uood. The contest was terminated by a 
decisive and bloody battle, in which the impra- 
dent and unfortunate HildericlE was defeated, 
taken prisoner, and deprived at once of his liberty 
and his crown.' 

Immediatel]' afler this victoiy, Gilimer seized 
the vacant throne, and was crowned kii^ of 
Africa. Hilderick and his iamilj -were kept in 
close- confinement ; and their friends and parti- 
flans were treated with the gttatest cruelty. 
The triumph of Gilimer, however, was shoK 
and tleeting. The emperor JuBtinian, notwitb. 
standing the other wars in which he was ttien 
engaged, was prevailed on (o send a numerous 
and powerful fleet and army against the usurper, 
under the conduct of the celebrated Belisarius. 
Gilimer also etjuipped a squadron of ships, by 
means of which he obtained possession of the cit^ 
of Tripoli and the island of Sardinia ; and no 
sooner was he informed of the preparations and 
approach 'of Belisarius, than the unhappy Hil- 
■ derick, with his whole family and nearest rela- 
tions, was cruelly put to death. 

The management of the war was committed 
by Gilimer to hii two brothers, Guhdimer and 
Gelamund, who, at the head of a numerous and 
powerful body of troops, attacked the Romaa 
|egi<»is ; but after an obstinate and bloody con- 
flict on both sideS) they were defeated and slainj 
and Iheir army was totally routed. Gilimer, 
tendered desperate by this disaster, sallied forth 
at the head of a corps of reserve, with full pur- 
pose of renewing the attack with the utmost 
rigour and fury ; but happening to distinguish 
the dead body of his brother on the field of , 
battle, he gave himself up to the vain lamentk- 
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|t<mB of his unhappy fate. Belisariusembracing 
tbiB opportunitr of rallying hta soldiers, whom 
the sight of Gilimer's troops of reserre hftd alarm- 
ed and terrified^ led them back to the charget 
and gdned a complete victory ; and Gilim«' was 
soon after compelled to surreader himself to 
the Roman general. 

Immediately after this signal victory, Beliaa* 
rius marched bis troops to Carthage, which he 
entered in triumph and without opposi^on { . 
and proceeding to the royal palace, toc^ po4- 
•eauon of the throne of Giltmer, and of his im- 
tnense wealth and treasiu*, restored the churches 
IQ the oi-thodox Christians, and co'mpelled the 
Vandals to swear allegiance to the Roman em- 
peror. Oilimer having by some means recovered 
his liberty, recalled his brother Tzason from the 
Sardinian conquests to his assistance, and it' was 
mutually TesDlved by them, to make another des- 
-perate attempt for regaining their kingdom, by 
Attacking the newly fortified metropolis. 

Belisarius being apprised of the intentions . 
«f the enemy, copsidered it as more prudent and 
expedient to lead out his forces than to t^jst to ' 
,the fortiGcatioQs of the city, or the fidelity of the 
.ciUzens; and having animated his tro^>s by aa 
enei^tick and appropriate speech, marched at 
tbeir head against the Vandalick army. Gilimer 
and his brother, also used every means in their 
power to inspire their soldiers with courage and 
loyalty, on this trying and important occa. 
sion. The -right and left wings of Uie Vandalick 
.army were composed of Moors, commanded by 
their own chieuainsj the centre conusted of 
Vaodals, whom Gilimer 'had forbidden to use 
any other weapon than their swords; aod his 
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bnrfhert with hia oivr. troopa, wm- in the reiK 
The (msctatrasfuriouaahd dn^flilon bothstdCB* 

' BelisariuB dispatched one of his brawat captamS) 
with a numeraufl and powerful bodjr of soldieraf 
Kp>ss a. nameless rirer, which divided the two 
armies i this officer was twice repulsed by the 
enemy, tend compelled to retreat ; but return* 
ing to the attack the third lime, with the pretorian 
standard, and a greater number of men, a dread'i 
fill carnage of the enemy ensued : TzhsoHi with 
e^ht hundi-ed of his best troops, was Blain in the 
battle, and tlt,e rest of the Vandsilick army betoolE 
themselves to flight. The Romans having lost 
only fifty men, Beliaarius marched his forces 
(o the enemy's camp, and Gilimer, in the utmost 
eonstemation and dismay, mounted his horse, 
and, attended only by a few soMiera, took the 
i^oad towards Numidia. The disgraceful flight 
of their leader occasioned such a panick and 
confiiaioa among the troops, that they abandoned 
their camp to the Romans, who seized all thtt 

- wealth and riches it contained, put the men to 
death, and reduced the women to slavery. Thit 
defeat entirely subverted artd destroyed the Van- 
dal power in Africa, and the Romans Ibund them- 
selves once more possessed of that rich and de- 
sirable country. 

Belisarias pursued the fugitive king, who had 
Sojightjefiige among the Moors, on the Pappuaq 
mountain, rfhcre he was besieged by one of the 
Roman officers ; and being destitute' 6f the ne* 
cessaries of life, and in the utmost distress, waa 
finally conatramed to surrender himself a pri- 
soner. When the unhappy Gilimer, arrayed in 
royal robes, was introduced to Justinian at Con- 
stantinople, he waa bound with -chains of gobti 
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the tears flowed from hia eyes, and liis bosom 
heaved with unutter^e wo< Hia voice was 
inteiTupled by groana and sig:h9, and he could - 
only prMiounce in broken and irregular accents. 
Vanity ofviwilita, all u vamiy ! Having at length 
reH:oTared himself, he bogged in a pluintive and 
Mibmissive manner, that the emperor would spare ' 
kis life. This was readily granted, and an atpple 
estate also given him for his subsistence i but he 
did not long enjoy the beneficence of Jus- ^ q 
tinian'j as be died of grief^ in the fifth year 334. 
' of his unhappy reign, and the first after 
bis captvity. 

- Thus was Africa again reduced to (he ob^i- 
«K:e of the Givefc emperors, who appointed 
generals 01- prefects, to retain it in subjection. 
The Vandals and Moors, howeverj were not so 
entirely' destroyed or subjugated, but they were 
Kady to unite their forces against the Greeks, 
whenever a favourable opportunity of aucceed- 
ing should present itself. These discontents and 
dengns probably encouraged the plundering 
Arabs and Saracens, who had already invaded 
and conquered Syria, Palestine, and Egypt, to 
carry their arms into the countries of the west. 
Certain it is, that Uie conquest of Africa, ^ ^ 
from the Nile to the Atlantick ocean, was 547 ' 
first attempted by the caliph Othman. 
Tbe prtefect Gregory being defeated and slain in 
battle, that fruitfid cmmtry became the possession 
of the Arabs or Ssracens, whose conquests, on- 
that continent, were extended far beyond the li- 
mits i^hich bounded tbe Roman empire. 

This irruption of the AraJ^ produced a consiv 
derable change in the African govemmeots, and 
ejt^ia^y .(URong thq»e who bad twtbeea reduced 
K2 
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under the power of the Hamwis nnd Vandali^ 
yho knew no subjection to any cooinaon aoTo- 
neign, and could ill endure the tyranny ^nd au^ 
thority gf the Arabian sheicks. " The prudence 
of Akbah h^ proposed to found an AratMatt 
polony in the heart of Africa ; a citadel thd 
^ight cuib the levity of the bai^rian^ a place 
of refuge to secure, against the accidents of wwi 
the wealth and the bmilies of the Saracens. With 
this view, and under the modest title of tlie star* 
tion of a caravan, he planted the colony coUed. 
Cairoatv ■■" 

Obeid-uUah, the founder of tlie Fatemite dy- 
nasty, made Curoan the place of lila rcwdence, 
and the capital of his dominioiM, whKst he laid 
\he foundations of a greater and more opulent 
city in its neighbourhood, which he denominat- 
ed Mehedie, from a surname which he had as- 
sumed to himself He died in the twent^-fourtth 
year of his reign, the sixty-third of his age, and 
i^ the three jiundred and twenty-secuid of the 
Hegira. 

Ubeid-uUah was succeeded by his son Abu-1- 
Cassim, of whom noticing more ia recorded \mt- 
ihy of notice, than that a strtuig and powerful 
faction having been raised against him, he was 
under the necessity of fortifying himself in tbo 
castle of Mebedic. The insurgents, h<nfe«er* 
ceduced Cairoan, Tunis, and several other for- 
tresses, and having defeated a considerable body 
of bfoops, which the caliph had raised and seat 
(p impede their prepress, they marched directly 
to the castle, in which Abu-'l-Cassim was in- 
treached) whom they closely besieged for aevca 
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The ca^h wu redutietl to such dt»> 
tevas, thpongh want of prOTiaionn, that he would 
■ooa have beat coropelted to .anrreiider to the 
beaicgerai had not death termmitfed hia ^ q. 
anxtetjr and.hiarci]^- He was succeeded 945, 
by his martial son lahmael, whaasaumed 
Is hinuelf the title oraumame of ^1 Mansflr, and 
aoon aTter his accession to the thronci rerenged 
the afiront ofiered to his ^Uter hj^ hla disafibcted 
sad rebdlioiia subjects. 

Al Manser far several months cmicealed hia 
bther's death, whilst^ in the mean dme, he mads 
jHopar and necessary preparutions for attacking 
the JnsnrgientB with a force sufficient for insuring 
•iKcesBi and thereby at once terminating the re- 
TolU He obliged the rebels to raise the siege of 
Mehe^, which he entered in triumph ; and har- 
Ing obteiined two signal victories, be compelled 
them to retire into the strong fortress of Cutama, 
wfaece-he closely besieged them. Yezid, who 
was at the head of the revolt, defended the place 
a long time with great vigour and bravery, bat 
perceiving lua eSbils in vain, and that the gani- 
■OD wouM be obliged tb capitulate, he privately 
withdrew fram ihe fortress. Al Mansilr finding 
the principal victim 9f hia resentment escaped, 
imotediately dispatched a number of forces in 
pwaOit of him, whom they took afi«r'a vigoioua 
and desperate resistance, in which he received 
aeveral wounds that occasioned hia death a E^ 
daya after. ■ With an useless refinement of cruel- 
ty, Al Mans&r cau)«td the bodJI of Yezid ^ jy. 
b> be flayed, and his skin to be stuffed - 9^3, ' 
-aitd exposedtothepuUick view; andhav-- 
ing entered his capital in triumph a second time, ■ 
be """""f"^'^ that Yezid's death, ^ad the tout 
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tnppreision of the rebellion,' should be procUinrr* 
ed throughout his dominions. Extolled for hit 
courage and etoquence, Al MsnsQr died in Me- 
bedie, in the three hundred and forty-first fear 
of the Hegira, after a short reign of seven feais 
and sixteen days. 

Abu Zammim Moad, his son, who assumed 
the title and suroame of Al Moezz, succeeded 
Al MansHr. The conquest of i^gypt) which he 
had always in view after the commencement. of 
his reign, though all his predeceseorv had fiuled 
in the enterprise, he did not begin to execute till 
the three hundred and fifty-eighth year of the 
Hegira, when he cotnmitted the management of 
the expedition to his faithful and experienced ge- 
neral Jaafar. This undertaking did not divert 
Al Moezz from an attention to his other con- 
(juests ; and he was at Tripoli, when he received 
the agreeable, and, perhaps, unexpected inlbrma- 
tion, that his general had made himself master 
of Alexandria. He immediately embarked for 
that city, and committed the goveniment of his 
other dominions in Ahica to the care and super- 
intendance ti an approved and favourite officers 
He landed at Alexandria, amidst the knid and. 
repeated acclamations of the people, aud-fbuoded 
a new Egyptian dynasty, which was to terminate, 
and supercede that of Cairoan, aflcr it had^wn- 
ttnued sixty-five years> 

"Civilized Africa afterwards became subject to 
the Arabs, the offspring of those plunderers who 
had formeHy suhdued the greater part of that 
^ Q continent. But upon the decline of the 
1051. Arabick power, three of the tribes of Afri- 
, cans, which had accompanied the Arabs 

in thdir cooqu^ of that country, seized tb»'reiiis 
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of govenmrent, md eatidriiriicd tbenMelves in 
ffiledu^rid, l^j-biB, and Barbary. Afier th« 
cmllphs had traniferfed thair ponrer and title to 
£g7pti :he glory and tiirity of the cmpiTe gmi- 
dually and entirely vanMwd.. From Egypt to 
tile Straits of Gibraltar, the country, harassed by 
intntinC' war among the petty and indepoident 
pnnoes who occupied it, and by the destructive 
attack* of the Spaniards and other Europeaa 
powerSi has at length become the domain and tha 
retpeat of a horde of pirates and roU>era, which 
political jeidousy ppevents from being extirpated* 



WE rfiall now giw a brief histoty of the in- 
sular appendages of the African eontinen^ 
■ome of which are supposed to have been th* 
happy islands of antiquity, though fpr many agea 
their situation was unknown to the rest of tha 
irorld. The same barbarism, which extended 
itself over th« contihetit, Bp>raad its^baiieful effieeta 
on every side, and brooding incumbent' on tiw 
relicka and powers of genius, enervated the arm 
of industry, furled the sail of commerce, and lefl 
die nations destiRite and ignorant of the arts and 
of each other. 

Babelhamdbl. CommeTidng ouf nah«tiv« 
wkh the islands in the Indiui Ocean, we begm 
with Babelmandel, which gites name to tlrf 
■traits at the entrance of the Red Sea, and '» 
situated in- 13 degtvea of north latiwdei and te 
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4S dcfreeft 33 minutsa tS east luigitade from 
the Arabiaui and AbyMuiion coasts. Tbe Ethio- 
pians and AratHans formerlf carried on inces- 
sant wars for tbe poHession of this their impor* 
tant island, nluch commands the passive into 
the South Sea, and preserves a communicatkn 
with the ocean : but the Turks being now mas- 
ters of both coasts, and the commodides of indut. 
being no longer carried through that passage) 
it is nearly deserted. The circu(nferenc« of 
this island is not more than five miles ; and it 
produces neither fruits, grain, nor heritage. 

Barbara. Opposite to tbe kingdom of Adel 
is the Island Barlmra, the inhabitants of whicb 
are negroes, who are industrious in trade, and 
employ themselves in the breeding of cattle, ftjr 
which the soil afibrds excellent pastui;^. la 
general, all the inhabitants of the islands and 
coasts of the Red Sea, cany aa a constdciw 
able commerce witb the natives of Arabia ; 
but the rich trade in drugs, precious stones, am- 
bergris, and musk, has been greatlf diminisbed 
since the Dutch established so powcrfiil a coDft- 
mercial empire in the East Indies. 

ZocoTKA. The isbnd of Zocotra, or So. . 
cotra, b situated in the Ea^m Oceaii, in SS 
degrees 12 minutes of north latitude ; tbirtf 
leagues trom Cape Guarda-fui ; and is about 
eighty miles ui length, and fifty-four in breadth. 
Though the climate is excessively hot, the island 
is poimlous, and the soil yields most of tbe fruity 
■ind plants common to tropical situations, with 
considerable quantities of frankincense, gum 
tn^acantb, dates, rice, and remarkably fiR« 
ahies; which articles are principally exported 
to Cioa, and otfier puts of the East ladlea. 
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Tht idtnd likewise at9unds with cattle ; and 
there are two good harboars, in which ships. 
may ride with the greatcBt safety. The in- 
habitants CHI the coa»t are negroes of lai^e sta- 
ture) with disagreeable aspects and woolly hair: 
but those who lire in the interior parts of the 
idand, and probably the diorigines, are much 
aiore handsome, and their features nearly re- 
semble those of Europeans. The island, how- 
ever, is in subjection to the Arabs, who occupy 
the best and most fruitfiit situations. The dress 
of these islanders condstB of a stuff made of 
goat's hair, formed into lon^ gowns, which are 
fiutened round the w^at with a sash ; they have 
also a sort of long cloaks, which are thrown 
across the shoulder^ and wrapped round the 
whole body. They subust on the flesh and 
milk of their cattle, with dates, rice, and herbs. 
The Zocotrans are in general pagans, and wor- 
ship the sun tmd moon; but the Arabs, who 
■re the governing body, are Mahomebns. 
Though inhabiting an island, and trading with 
the continent, they are extremely ignorant of 
navigation, and have no other vessels than Sat- 
bottomed boats, with which, however, they are 
^e lo keep the sea, even in great storms. Ca- 
lansia, which is the only city in the island, is 
the rcudence of a prince, who is said to be tribu- 
tary to the Ottoman Forte j but since Euro- 
peans have ceased to touch at Zocotra, we have 
had little information of the civil or pditical cus- 
toms of the inhabitants. 

St. Maby. The island t4 St. Mary is situ- 
ated between the sixteenth and seventeenth de- 
grees of north latitude, opposite to the mouth 
of the river Mananghara, and about two leagues 
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dittant Erom (be shore* It is about eiglbtem 
leaguei from north to'southi and three troin 
cast to west. On every pail of the coast are 
found large quantities of white coral, and a 
j^reat variety of shells of the moBt beautiful 
forms and colours. The vhole island is di- 
vided by rivers, brooks, and running sprii^;*, 
which give fertility to the soil, and add to the 
beauty of the scenery. In every part are pUia- 
tationa of rice, millet, yams, Fi-uit and veget»- 
Ues, of which two crops are annually pnv 
iduced. The suga^cane grows spontaneously ; 
and the tabaoco float is equal to that of Ame- 
rictu These iriandcrs employ themselves in 
the cultivation of rice, yams, pease, and beaDS, 
which form their prindpal subsistence. 

Bourbon. The isle of Bourbon, which is ~ 
■ituated in 21 degrees of south latitude, and 
H of east longitude Frona London, and- about 
dghty leagues to the eastward of Madi^ascari 
is of an onl form, and ninety miles in circum- 
ference. This island is beautifully diversi&ed 
with hills and lallies, forests and pastun^e, 
■ltd refreshed with a number of deUghtful 
springs and rivulets. Though the climate is 
intensely hot, it is tsteemed salubrious, and 
the air is cooled by the breezes which Mow 
every morning and evening. Bourbon abounds 
in fruit, herbs, and cattle; it produces excel- 
knt tobacco; and a great variety of planbs 
roots, and s|»ces, grow spontfuieoudy. Many 
of the trees yield odoriferous gums ; while the 
rivers are well stotked with fish, the coast with 
land and sea turtles, and every part of the 
island with neat cattle, hogs, goats, and various 
beautiful hitds. Atubepgiis, coral, and the 



JiniCAV ItLAVBS. lOf 

BiMt mrions ^Min, ar» fbond on the SM shorn- 
Do the north and south udea are manf good- 
lyads (or ships ; Ixit there is scttrcelf a harbpur 
io which vesBcla can ride secure a^iost those 
dieadful hurricanes, 'Whkb frequentlf happen 
^rinfi- the monMons. lodaed, the coast ia 
environed with blind xocka, whioh render navi- 
gation at all seasons dangerous ; and on the 
southern extremitjr is a volcano, which contt> 
nuaU^ emits Hune, sinoke» and sulphui^ ac- 
companied with a hideoQs and tremendous notse* 
This ia]and was discovered hy the Portugnese 
in iiitH, who stocked it with hogs and goMs, antt 
tjien deserted it. In ISIS an English com- 
aaander, named CastletoQ, having loaded on it, 
was charmed with its beauty sikI ferlilitj, and 
^towcd upon it the Rppellation of the English 
Forest. Our East India Company) however^ 
having never colonized this island, the Frencli 
took possession of it in 16Si, and named it tfa« 
I^ of BourtxMi { but a few people of that na> 
lion, with several negroes, were all that vers 
lah upon it ; who having resided there upwards 
of two years were braught'away by an English 
vessel, together with a large cargo of tobaccoi, 
ambergris, and coral, which tlwy had cultivated 
and collected during their stay on the island : 
and it was not till 1 673, when the French vers • 
' compelled to abandon Madi^ascar, fbat they 
established a permanent colony on die island, 
where they have now three pretty connderahle 
ports i i>t. Paul ; St. Dennix, the residence of 
the governor ; and ^ Susanna ; at one of which 
their East India ships usually touched for re- 
fFCshment. 

Mauritius.- On the east of.BouHxn is ^-. 
Vol. XIII. L 
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tuated the island of Mauritius, which it bSOtlit' 
grecB of south latitude, and 56 of east toDgitudef 
and, distant a hundred leagues from Madagascar. 
The Dutch, who first discovered it in IS98, gave- 
it the appellation of Mauritius, in honour of 
Prince Maurice, ^ho was at that time their 
stadtholder. hr is of an oval form, being -about 
50 leagues in circumferetice ; and there is a safe 
and flecOre harbour, sufficiently deep and ca- 
pacious for containing fifty large ships. The 
climate is reckoned healthy and pleasuit : and 
the mountains, some of which are very loffy, pro- 
duce the finest ebony in the worid, and various 
other trees of greab value. A number of rini- 
lets descend from the hills, that are plcntifiilfy 
stocked with fish, and render the soil surprising- 
ly fertile, iriiich produces Vugar^anes, tobaccO) 
rice, and various fruits, and affords pasturage 
for great numbers of cattle. 

When the Dutch first took possession of MiHi- 
ritius, they fottnd it destitute of inhabitants, and 
even of animdi, except deer and goats ; but 
■with their usual industry, they rendered it fei-- 
tile and productive, and the'island soon ^lound- 
ed with cattle of almoit every descriptioti. 
They resigned it, however, into the hands t)f 
the French, in whose possession it haa wncc 
• continued. 

Masacascak. We come now to MedagM- 
car, which is reckoned by geographers to be 
not only the largest istend of Africa, but of 
the world, unless Xew Holland should be 
thought to fall under the description of an 
island. Different nations have given it different 
appellations ; the natives call it Madacasek j the 
FortvgucH St. Laurence; the French Mtto 
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Oaflphin ; aod the Nubians, Persians, and Ara- 
bians, Serandib. It is situated between the 
twelfth and twenty-aisth degrees of south latl- 
tudc> and between the forty-fourth and fifty- 
first degrees of east longitude from. London, and 
about forty leagues fh>m the cwtinent of Africa. 
Its length from noith to south is nearly one thou- 
sand miles ; and its breadtii, at a medium, two 
hundred and 6fty miles. Between this island 
.Mid the cantinent, the aea forms a channel or 
.passage, through which European vessels conk- 
manly sail in their voyage Co and froiti India. 

The genera] appearance of the country b plea- 
sant, fertile, and inviting; it is environed by 
Jofly mountains, and diversified by numerous 
Dtoimta and fruitful plains. The productions 
.are sugar, honey, vegetables, vines, fruit-treea, 
.valuable gnms, spices, corn, cattle in great 
abundance and variety, wild and tame fowls, 
precious stones, iron, sUver, copper, tin, and steel- 
.Tbe pasturage for cattle is excellent, the forests 
,»te ever green, and the rivers, some of which 
are very conuderable, are plentifully stocked 
.with fish. To these local advantages we may 
.idao add, that the air is esteemed temperate and 
aaiubrioua. 

The natives are commonly tall, well-pro- 
portioned, and of an olive complexion, which 
infUnn to black. Unlike the negroes of Guioeat 
their hair is not woolly, though black and cur- 
Jing ; their noses are small, but regular ; and 
.their lips are of modenUe thickness. The ge- 
neral dress conusts of a short piece of cotton 
cloth or s'dk, wrapped round their waists, which 
.they call a lamber ; but persons of rank of both 
-Kzesj . in addition to tbisj adorn their wrists with 
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-rings of. the moat vahiable metalrond with frliialk 
they also braid their hair. Tlie women vear 
lasibers or robe«, which reach to their feet, and 
HFe covered with a garment reietnhling a strait 
shift. This covering is co[ninonl)r made of co^ 
ton, dyed of a darkcdourand triauned with boftda, 
which are tancifvlly arranged. 

Polygamy is practised throughout the iskuul, 
and every mati enjoys a plurajtty of ^ives, ac- 
cording to the extent of bis fortune. The moat 
accurate and besE informed, writers, boweved^ 
affirm, that the females are exemplary in their 
conjugal obedieBce, their amiableneas of di«po> 
Bition, andagrettabteneasof dcperCment ; and the 
inhabiumts, in general, are sonsidei-ed as postess- . 
ing many virtves, which. perhaps ai'e not shaded 
by greater and more numerous vices, than th^Dse 
which are comnwnly practised in more refined 
and civilized countries. Tlie satutatien of a supe« 
rior which is esteemed most respectful, and is ge- 
nerally used by tliose who address the prince, is 
toUck his feet; and this abject mode of submissio* 
is also practised by the wives, when their hus- 
bands return from the wars, or after a lotig at>- 
sence. The art of coinage is utterly unknowk 
among this people ; and gold and silver are only 
marie me of in omameniiiig the person, or in 
exchange for other commodities. Tlieir piinci- ^ 
pal riches and resource, therefore, consist in the 
number and value of their cattle. 

The sovereigns of Madagascar affect a great 
' deal of pomp and parade. They cKercise an im- 
contnded and unlimitable power over the Itrea 
and fotlunes of their subjects, to wliom thc^- 
give audience, sitting crosa-l^ged en a taai- 
,Gre«t numbers of noUemea mi skveb .cool^ 
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Dually attend them ; and they have a tariety of 
t)alacei, which, though far exceeding the huts 
and hahttationa of the rest of the people consist 

■only of boards fimned by the hatchet, and raised 
to the height of eight or ten feet* 

These princes, however, keep no regular or 
Manding army, but when an emergency do* 
mands it, employ vassals for the purpose. Their 
manner of waging war is by surprise and am- 
buscade i and when an advantageous opportu- 
nity ofFcrs, they assemble privately, and attack 
the enemy unawares, and before he can be made 
acquainted with their - design. They employ 
spies to discover, and make known to them, the 
stale and condition of the fiie. During the wari 
they frequently change their residence, and their 
catde are driven to the highest mountains and 
the most inaccessible situations^ Parties of thirty 
or'forty men are dispatched to plunder and dc- 

-stroy the lesser villages, uid'te make captives of 
the inhabitants. These marauders, in case of 
necessity, are generally provided with billets 
written in Arabick characters, which they firmly 
believe will dispel the strength and courage oC 
their enemies, and occasion their defeat. Hav- 
ing taken and burned the town, they make the 
women and children prisoners, and drive the 
cattle away. This last transaction closes the 
contest, unless the vanquished can obtain assist- 
ance anS make reprisals. The only arms made 
use of are lances and hatchets, with a few fire- 
locks, purchased from the Europeans. 

Though letters have never been introduced 

into this country, the laws ofMada^scar, which 

are traditional, and handed down from father to 

•on, are fbunticd in eqoity, and enforced without 

L.3 
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partialiq' or indulgence. PuaiahmMttB for of- 
pital olfences &re few, and iitdeed adtlon) neccs- 
ittry i but fioett) which are paid in cattle, are fre- 
^uentt and levied oq the riightcst tuid most tri- 
vial occasions. Thell is puniahedby a Sns, foar 
tinieB the value of that which is stolen ; but if 
the ofiender cannot restere cattle to such an 
amount, ho roust become the prO|)erty of tiie ii>- 
juixd peTson, or forfeit his life. Adultery with 
the tvife of a superior most be expiated t^ R 
fopfeiture of thirty head of cattle, besides beads 
and other articles ; but with the wife of an equal, 
by a fine of only twenty. An assault is punisked 
l^ a fine of fifteen head of cattle. 

The reli^n of these islanders is paguiiam, 
aad ccHisiats of a gross aud idolatrous superati- 
tien. They acknowledge, however, the exist' 
cncc and superintend an ce of a Supreme Being, 
wiiom they call Dcaan Unghoiray, and which 
aigtufies " The Lord above ;" but ihey maia- 
tain that there are four other subordinate lords> 
each of whom presides over that part of the 
world to which he is appointed. These latter 
are considered as the immediate servants of the 
great God ; and as mediators between him and 
man i and, therefore, to them they address all 
their supplications and prayers, and perform 
their religious sacrifices. It is worthy of obser- 
vation, that among these ignorant and supersti- 
tious people there exists some faint Imowledge 
of the creation and fail of man ; the death of 
Abel ; the Deluge ; the preservation of Noah 
(tnd his family ; and sune other ctrcumsU&ces of 
tt similar nature. 

Circumcisioft is performed in this island, but 
■o-a diSccent nuumer from that of the Jews ^nd 
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Ifebametsfai. The cerenony ia pnoedcd tif 
mirth, drinking, and teaBting : after which an cm 
or bull is presentad ibi each child) ud &aten«d 
to tlie ground, ready for iiiimolatioii> Tkc fitth«^ 
or nearest connexion, th<D takes the child in hJB 
itrnM towards the animal to, be sacriBcsdi and 
putting its right hand on the bull's right bonit 
esdaimfr^" Let the ^reat God above, the lords 
of the four quarters of the world, aud the guais 
4tan spirita, prosper and protect this cbiidi wtd 
cause hitn to become mighty { let him eqtnil 
this bull in strength, and overcome all hi^ en^ 
Plies." Having thui spoken, the drcumciser 
, perform^ his bflice ; after which' the child is do- 
'^vered to its mother, or nearest kin, and a feaat 
concludes the ceremony. 

It is evident, from every circtimstaDce of the 
few r^igious rites which the inhabitants of Mi^ 
dagaKar perfbi'm, that they believe in a future 
aUite of exislence. The memory of their ftH^fik- 
jtbcrs is cherished by them with the greatest v»>^ 
Iteration ^ and, in their fiuteral sotemiuticg, thef 
cxl^ibit marks of adecent and becoming solem- 
nity. Every family has a place appropriated aa 
« depository for its dead, which is enclosed by a 
^d of palisadoes, and is never eotered without 
sacrificing an ox or a cow to the manes of the 
de&inct. When any person is to be interred, 
the principal or chief of the &mily approaches 
the entrance of the cemetery ; and calling almitl 
Ml all the dead deposited there, informs them 
that such a person is coming to repose among 
them, and requests tbeywiU own htm aa a friend 
and relative. This being performed, the gates 
of the burying ground ere t^ned, and the 
caipM is depouted ia the eactJk D«t»v tke 



^.Google 



116 AFKICAN ISLAHDS. 

latter part of this ceremony, the people without 
tre busied in killing^ aiMl dividing the cattle, 
which the surviving friends arrd relations of the 
deceased had provided for their entertainment. 
No particular dress is made ute of in mouming 
for the dead ; but on such melancholy occasions 
they shave the head. ' 

In this island are umosses, or magicians, who 
■pretend to penetrate and understand the most se- 
cret powers of nature, and as may be required^ 
to procure the assistance of familiar and super>' 
natural beings ; and who make a kind of talis- 
manick comp<lsition, which is carried at the head 
■of the army to insure victory and success. ' These 
-impostors have obtained such credit and reputa- 
tion among the people, by their pretended power 
and incatitation, that implicit (^edience is paid 
to their injunctions ; and no act of importance 
is undertaken without first consulting their opi- 
nion. And though events do not always ' coiv 
respond to their predictions, they are never at a 
loss to find some plausible and satisfactory rea- 
son to account for their feilure; and as their 
conjectures will sometimes necessarily be just 
and right, a very few instances of this kind serve 
.to insure their future and permanent reputation. 
In sacred and religious acts and ceremonies, 
however, these magicians never interiere ; and 
indeed, every individual ccmsiders himself at li- 
berty to adopt or reject the general forms of re- 
ligion, according to his own disposition and 
Sincy. 

Madagascar was first discovered by the Por- 
tuguese, in 1506, but.they never attempted to 
colonize it. In -1641, the French usurped the 
fiossessioa of this ieland, luid erected a. ton in «b 
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MdvMtageouB tituation, whieh they ^nomiiiUcd 
Port Dauphio ; but the nativeft h&Ting coDceiTcd 
a violent averuon wwarda their new neighbours, 
and being provoked by tfaeir tyrannical and ar> 
Intrary proceedings, expelled them looa after} 
and since that period ds European nation has ever 
attempted a sifniUr cBtabliibmenU 

CoMORA Isles. Between the notbem prant 
of Madagascar and the coast of Africa are si- 
tuatqd the Coniora Isles, which are placed be- 
tween 41 and 46 degrees of east .longitude, and 

lOand Mdegreesof south latitude- Theirnum* 
her i(^ fine i Jolianna, Comora, Uayotta, M». 
killsi and Angaaeja. Of these, Jchanno, the 
principal, is about thirty mjjes long and fiftcm 
htoad, and abeunda with all kinds af proTistona 
and tro{Hcal fruits. . At tliis island the East Iiv 
dia ships usually touch for reireahmenls,' and 
meet with an hospitality and kiadtiess &onv tha 
natives seldom eiqwnenced en the continent of 
A frica. They are negroes, protess the MaboHia- 
tan refigioni uid are remarkable for their aflkbU 
Kty and politeiMs*, aspeetelty Uiwards the Eag^ 
lith, for whom they express a particular fiieHck 
■Kip, an account of the assigtaQce rendered them 
in their wai'» with tlie natives of the iieighboui^ 
ing islands, and ' the conSdence they Mfoae in 
tibeir disinterested views of visiting them. MoM 
of the inkabitantt are taU, robust, uid wt^ pro- 
potttoned) they have piercing e^s, Ioc\g and 
dark bair, and their comi^exions lu-e batweeii,aa 
cdive and black colour. Tbey are, hi geneml, a 
tdaio, simple, iHof&nsrve people, devoid of ambir 
1MB, and endrely ignonutt of tha asta of war. 

. The eommoiaUtr wear coarse wxappcra rounA 
t^c loioi} and skult oaps ; but the moFC ckvMad 
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rank have vide-skeved shirts, which hang doirii 
over a pair of drawers, and waistcoats accom- 
tnodated to the S(;ason. Persons of consequence 
muy also be distinguished by the nails of their 
fingers and toes, which are Buffered to grow to an 
imtpoderate length) and are tinged with a juics 
of a yellowish red colour, extracted from a shrub 
that grows in the marshy parts of the island. 
They have sashes that encircle their waist, and 
in which they usually carry large knives or pcKii- 
ards ; but only persons of superior rank wear 
turbans. The women adorn themselves with 
rings and bracelets of different metals ; and they 
dilate the lobes of their ears to a great extent, by 
mean^ of these weighty and favourite ornaments, 
.which is considered as a mark of extraordinary 
jwauty. For physical reasons, rather than from 
the heat of the climate, children of both sexes are 
accustomed to go naked, till they he seven or 
eight years of age ; as they suppose that the fre« 
access ofair to every part of the body is conducive 
lo health, strength and growth ; and that it pre> 
vents those deformities which swathing is apt ta 
occasion - 

The island is producdve of ricci lyams, pota- 
toes, tamarinds, oranges, lemons, pine-apples, 
cocoa-nuts, honey, black cattle, and goats. The 
.wopien, in general, are employed in husbandry, 
and other laborious occupations ; whilst the men 
enjoy ease, and indulge themselves in idleness 
mid luxury. Their usual food is rice, roots, tleshf 
milk, and fruits. The Arabick language, incor- 
porated with the Zat^uebar tongue, is in gene- 
ral use. The town of Johanna consists of about 
two hundred houses aod huts, the Ibrmer of 
.which are built with stoiie, md are the prppeit^ 
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kf the king and principal inhabitants ; but the 
latter are constructed of reeds &stened tc^ethen 
covered with a mixture of clay and cow-dung» 
and thatched with cocoa^leavesi 

The government of this island is entirely mo* 
Uarchical, the origin of which is ascribed to a 
Moorish merchant, who flying for murder from 
Mosambique, put to sea in an open boat, and 
accidentally reached Johanna. Being favout^ 
i^ly received, and joined soon after by some of 
his countrymen, he formed ths resolution of en- 
deavouring to raise himself to the sovereigntyj 
which, vrithout violencf: or usurpation, and mere- 
ly by means of superior abilities and address, was 
speedily effected. His knowledge was highly 

- useful to the ignorant natives, and rendered hira 
greatly respected ; and having secured the hi- 
TOUT of the majority of the people, and establish- 
ed himself on the throne by their united and vo* 
.hmtary concurrence, he found means to overcome 
tU opposition. After a long and happy reign, he 
left the kingdom to his son, in whose family it 
lus since remained. 

When .any European ship arrives at the island) 
the king usually goes on board i as no trade can 
be opened with the peofde till the royal licence 
be obtained ; for procuring which they generallj^ 

- give a little gunpowder, a few musquets, or any 
other European commodities of small value* 
Which the sovereign may fency. Of the other 
Comora isles, we are greatly ignorant of theif 
productions, and of the manners and customs of 
the inhabitants ; but it is generally supposed, that 
they are more inhospitable than those described] 
Bhd that they are extremely averse to any inter* 
^(nirse with forei^^ nadons. 
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Leairtng the oriental regions, we doulrfc tlie 
pape of Good Hope, which pi-esents us with a 
viewer the Atlantick Ocean, from whose im*. 
mense bosom appear a considerable number of 
iOahia. 

St. Helena is situated in six degrees four mi- 
nutes west longitude, anil si?tleen degrees south 
latitude, being one thousand two hundred tniies 
west of the continent of Africa, and one thou- 
sand eight hundred east of South Atnerica< 
The island is a" rock about twenty-one miles in 
circumference) vefj high and very st«ep, and on- 
ly accessible at the landing place, in a small valley 
at the east »de of it, which is defended by bat- 
teries of guns planted level witb the water; and 
as tl^e waves are perpetually dashitig on the _ 
ahore, it is generally difficult landing even here. 
.There is no otfaer anchorage about the inland, 
but at Chape] Valley Bay ; and as the wind al< 
vays Uows from the south-east, if a ship over- 
shoots the island ever bo little, she cannot reco- 
yer it again. 

The English plantations here alTbrd potatoes 
and yams, with figs, plantains, bananas, grapesi 
, fcidney-beans, and Indian-corn ; of the last, how- 
ever, moat part is devoured by ratsi which har- 
bour in the rocks, and cannot be destroyed ; so 
that the flour they use is almost wholly im- 
ported from England ; and in times of scarcity 
they generally eat yams and potatoes instead of 
bread. Though the island appears on every side 
a hard barren rock, yet it is agreeably diversified 
with hills and plains, adorned with plantations 
pf fruit trees and garden stuff- They have gre^t 
{denty of bogs, bullocks, poultry, ducks, geese, 
and turkies, with wbish they supply the sailors ; 
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taking in.exchanne, sbirtS) drawers, or any light 
clothea, piecM of calicOf sUks, musliiit amck, 
Bugar, &c* 

>^&t. Helena is aaid to have been first diicoveredjk 
by the Portuguese on the festival of tbe en^>reH) 
Ueteoa, mother of the emperor Constantine the 

. great, whose name it still bears- It does oot ap- 
pear that the Portuguese fver planted a cokwjr 
here : and the English East iRdia compway toii. 
possession of it in 1600, and held it without im- 
terruptjon till the l^ear 1673, when the Dutch took 
it by surprise' However, the English, under 
the command of captain Mundeni reoovcRd it 
i^iain within the space of a year, and at the tame 

. time took three Dutch East India ships that lay 
in the road. There are aboul two hundred &- 
miliea in the idand, most of them descended 
itx>ai English parents. The East India shifs 
take in water and fresh provisions here in their . 
way home ; but the island is so small, and, the 
wind so much against tliem outward bound, that 
Ihey then very seldom reach it. 

The company's affaii-a are here manned by 
« governor, deputy>govemor, and store-kecpor, 
who have standing salaries allowed by.tlie coca- 
pany, besides a pubiicfc table well Aimiahed, to 
which all commanders, masters of ships, and 
prindpal passengers, have a general invitation. 

Ascension, Passing St* Helena we coou to 
the island of Ascension, which is situated in eight 
degrees of south latitude, and seventeen degrees 
twenty minutes of west longkudei from London. 
The Portuguese discovered it on Ascension-d^, 
wid from this circumstance the island received 
its appelbtton. It is about ten leagtsy la. oir- 
cumference ; and in general is sandy, irr, attd 
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buTcn, and entirely without water. It pro- 
duces, bowever, a little wood, some fraits. roots, 
or hertia^ ; and being furnished witK a safe utd 
cmtunodious harbour, ia frequented by such Eut 
India aMps as have missed ' St. Helena, and 
wbach repair hither fbr refreshment. Within 
land are aeveral ^lecies of birds, and some gAats, - 
whose fleth is not inferior to mutton for sweet- 
ness and delicacy ; but the vast number of tur- 
tles, which the cout aflords, principally induce 
mariners to touch at tliis 'place. In the crevide 
of a rock is a spot denominated the'poEt-ofitce, 
where ships leave letters corked up in a bottte> 
which is broken by the next comer, and otbeta 
|riaced in their stead. On account of its want 
of water, this island has never been colonised. - 

St. Matthew. The island of St. Mattbetr 
is situated in one degree forty minutes of south 
latitude, aiid in nine degrees twelve m mutes ef 
vest longitude, from London, and nearly one 
hun^«d leagvea to the north-east of Ascension. 
It is about eight leagu«s in circumference, and 
.very barren, but watered by a river of clear and 
fiTsh water, which divides Itself into severtil 
■treaais. This island was also first discovered by 
- the Portuguese, who, afler settling a colony on it, 
andmaintaining the possession for several years, 
at length abandoned it, since which it has never 
been thought worth the attention of any nation. 

Amaboa. The idand of Anaboa in Htuatcd 
in two degrees of south latitude, two hundred 
. miles to the west of Congo, and is about thirty 
miles in circumference. It was discovered Ja- 
. nuary 1, 1571, and its name imports a happy 
ycar> In this island are two high mountains, 
' the tops of which being' constantly covered with 
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clouds ocou'raa frequent niin. It obamidt with 
iudian corn, rice, orangee, cUroiis, lemDns, co- 
coa-nuts, and other fraiu comman to tropical 
<;limates. There ore also great plenty of oxeo, 
bogs, eheep, goats, pigeons, and poultry ; and 
- the rivers are well slocked with Gsh. The 
climate is wbolesoate, and the air clear aod M- 
wne, during the greatest part ai the year. The 
dwclliogs are principally huts constructed of 
canes ; and in the whole island there is not « 
single house built of atone. Thn place n ctueSy 
valuable .on account of its convement haiboiH't 
111 which ships may ride with the greatest saiety. 
The governor of Auaboa is a Portuguese, who 
bas a few Europeans in his service ; but the ge- 
nerality ofiuiohtdaiMitaareof negroextractioo; 
tnd aU pay tuoi an inqdicit obedience] and ue 
QUremely bigoUed in their attachment to the 
Roman catholick persuasion. 

St. Thomas. The island of St. Thomas, the 
^indpal pusaessitm of the Portuguese on this 
COBKt, is (^ s circular form, being one hundred 
and twenty miles round, and ukMtu^ed exactly 
pndcr the equator, about forty-five leagues from 
the continent of Ainca. The air is moist, and 
unwholesome to Egropeaoa, few of whom ercr 
arrive at the s^ of fifty. Dead bodies putrify 
here immediatelyi and they are under the neces- 
sity of burying them the moment that life be- 
comes extinct. St. Thomas abounds with wood 
and water, and towards the centre of the island 
rises into a mountain of such a height, that ita 
summit is generally enveloped with clouds. The 
•oU is excellent and fertile, and produces Indian i 
com, kice, bults, sugar, and cinnamon, with little 
..^liyation. The plndpol town in the isla»l it 
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Sl Thomet which is likeirne the see pTa lAibvi^ 
and contaitu fire or kx hundred homes, baikU 
aomely built of woodi aad surpouaded with bal- 
ccnin, after the manner of the Portugucte. 
The air of this islaiid engenders nun^ diseases*-. 

Pbincs's Isi.amd. This smsll island, which 
is situated in the Gul[di of Guinea, in one d^ 
gree thirty minutes of north latitude, is extremely 
mouatainoos aod woody. Its productiocis are 
rice, Indian corn, with a variety of fruits and 
roots common to tropical climates ; besides su> 
gar-canes, with which it greatly abounds. Black 
cattle, bogs, a&d goats, are nunierous in prapor- 
^oB to its exteot ; and the rivers and neigMxrai^ 
ing sea lixjund wttit a variety of fish. In thia 
island exists a species of monkey, which is not 
only mischievous but destructive. The inha<' 
bitaKs go naked, except their women and chief. 
The former adoi-n their head with a chaplet ot 
flowers ; suspend a cross from iheir neck. ; and, 
like ibt Amazons, carry a cimeter in their hand. 

FEKVANse Fo. Thi» island, which is distant 
ten leagues froi^the African ccntinent, and liei 
in three degrees and forty minutes of north lati^ 
tudCf is thirty miles long and twenty broad. Its 
pniducticMis and inhabitants cotrespond, in a 
great measure, with those last described^ bat 
Uie Portuguese, its proprietors, make little use 
of it. The principal value, indeed, of these 
blends, which are situated in the (rulph of Guit 
nna, eonsists in furnishing provisions and refresh^ 
tnents to the Hortugilese ships, on their passage 
from Brasil to Africa, and in their voyages to 
• the East Indies. The convenience and value, 
theKfore, attending the pasBcsaian of tiNSe 
falanda, itiduced the Dutch, some time ago, to nt^ 
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teiftpt thetouqiKtt or them, in which dMf sue- 
ceeded. The insahibritjr of the climate, bow- 
ever, destroyed great numbera of their officerSi 
seamen) and seldiera ; and they were under the 
•ecesuty of rcsigDing these acquiudons to their 
former pr<q>rietore : and ever unce that time* 
the Portuguese hare remuned in the quiet aitd 
undisturbed sovereignty of these islands. 

TheCAPitVKBDlsi.AKi)s. These islands ob. 
kkined their denomiaati<»i from an opposite Cape 
^ on the African coast, which projectu into the sea 
between the rivers Gambia and Senegal, and is 
called Cape Verd. Tiieir distance from the con- 
tinent is one hundred and twenty leagues ; and 
they ' are sitaated between twenty-three and 
twenty-six degrees of west longitude, and be- 
tween fourteen and eighteen degrees of north 
latitude. It is aflirmed that these islands wcra 
unknown to the modems till the. year 1460, 
when Anthony Noel, a native of the state of 
Genoa, in the Portuguese service, first discover- 
ed them. They amount to near twenty in num- 
ber, some of which, however, are only sterile 
rocks, uid unworthy of notice- - The most con* 
tiderabie were peopled by the Portuguese ; 
though the air is in general hot, and, in some <4 
^le ielands, unfavouiitble to European cwistitit. 
lions. 

- The lari^est of this group is St. JaaOy which 
is sixty leagues in circumference. It is of a 
triangular form ; and though the country it 
n>cky and mountunous, the soil produces sugar, 
cotton, Indian com, cocoa-nuts, oranges, lemons, 
and other tropical fruits. This island slao * 
4>boiuids with horses, asses, mules; cows, deer. 
M 2 
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goMi, hogs, dnt'cMs, and a remaiUUc bemlw*' 
fill species of green monkin with white faaeu- 
The suiTounditifr sea fumithes great plenty uMt- 
varietj^ofexceHeat fish ; and the outward^MUnd 
EkbI India ships generally touch here for fresh' 
water and provisions. Riberia Grande is the 
oapital of the island, the seat of g;oTerameiit, and 
a bishop's see, containing a celebrated and well— 
built lAonaster^, the gardens of which are highly 
admired. The other town § of note in this island 
are St. Jago, St. Domingo, St. Domingo Abacen, 
and Praya ; the last of whkh has a most excd- 
lent harbour, defended by a fort, situated on the 
summit of a hill. 

Brata ia in fourteendegreesef north latitude, 
about four leagues in circumference, Effidprtnci-< 
pally consists of high mountiuns, which rise in 
the form of a pyramid. It has an excellent har- 
bour, and is, therefore, much frequented by the 
Dutch and Portuguese vessels trading to -tlie 
East'IndieS. The productjons of this island are 
saltpetre, Indian com, with the fruits and roots 
Common to tropical climates ; and it is particu' 
Urly eminent for its wines. 
' The island of Fueos, takes its name from ft 
drend&l Tolcano, ntuated in the centre, which 
sometimes emits rocks of a prodigious size to an 
amazing and incredible height, and with a noise 
there tremendous than the loudest thunder ; and 
•ometimes torrents of flaniing sulphur flow down 
the sides of the mountain, and the lava is after- 
wards collected in great quantities. Water ic 
extremely scarce ; nevertheless, the soil produces 
vast quantities of fruits and roots { and the 
island ia wtll stocked with cattle. The inhalnfe* 
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aats KTC chi(% negroet, «ho manufitrtiive cob 
ton cloth, Biid are &inoui for breeding nuilei^ 
which they dispose of to Europeans. 

Mato is of Miovnl form, seven ImgtKB'kf 
circumferenDC, ftnd derived its iwum from being 
diKovered on Majr-dair. In this island imioense 
>qiianiitiea of salt are -made from the sea, CFys>^ 
talized by the heat of the sun, whtdi is- onljr 
effected during the di;r ^^^xii contniry to the 
operations of crfsbtlieing performed in th« West 
Indies. This commoditf furnishes a very con' 
BideraUe trade to the English, ivhic^ costs onljr 
ft present to the ne^ro governor, Who is genenlliy 
invited on board «Ter7 ship that arrives fbr this 
parpose. Though the soil is A7 and 'parchedj 
it produces com and provisians'sufficieliclbpthe 
conBumpdon of the inhabitants ; and feeds • 
great number of asset, with wliicb the'EnglisIf 
Bometimes Irdg^ht Whcte ships, and cany themf 
to Barbadoes, and other British tdanda. TlMI 
Burroutiding sea furnishes a ptentifol -supjfly of 
fish, especially of domctees. 

BoNAviBTA was first discovered by tbePortnJ 
guese, and obtained its ai^IIation from the'beau^ 
tjful prospect it afibrds towerde the sea. It ii 
twenty miles long and twelve broad ; and pnyi 
duces immense quantities of indigo, and moM 
cotton than allthe rest of the Cape Verd islandiJ 
As our countrymen carry on a conatderable traf> 
fick with the nations of Bonavista, the Englisi! 
language is not only understood, but atso spokeif 
by the inhabitants of this island. A curiotiitjr 
exists here, which is litEewise to be found in'aom« 
of the other islands i this ift a kind of vegetsUe 
Mooe, exbtmety porous, and of a grcfish co* 
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lour; wbtch, protruding itema, Ibni» somciMng : 

ia shape reaemWiig the head of a cauliflower. 

The isle of Sal obtained its appellaUon Arom 
Ike vast and incredible quantities oiFsalt naturally 
produced from the sea-water. The total deli-, 
ciencjr of Iresh water has occasioned it to become 
a desolate and desert isUnd. 

St. NicxokAs is thclargestof theCapeVerd: 
islands, excepting St. Jago. The land is chiefi}- 
high) and the soil produces maisc in great abun> - 
dancC) ntost tropical fruits, and a variety of trees, 
particularly the drj^on-tree, from which exudes - 
the drug called guni-<{ngon. Tbc natives are- 
ingenious and industrious, and employ thetn- 
•elves in manu&cturing cotton clo^, and in 
Jbrmii^ it into dresses for the Guinea trade. The. 
eapital is St. Nichc^aSr which is the most com-, 
pact and populous of any town on these islands, 
tboi^h the best and nvost superb buildings are 
covered and thatched with graU. 

St. Josh's Island, which is very high and 
mountainous, abounds with wood and fresh wa- 
t^, and prsduces large .quantities of salipetrei 
various fruits and roots common to tropical' 
climates, and plenty of fo^s and cattle. The' 
Datives are represented ag a simple, inoffensive, 
gnd hospitaUe race of pe0[de, who wear a slight 
csveiitig of cotton cloth, which they manufac- 
ture. When the governor grants leave lo the 
inhpb^nts to. hunt the wild goal, which is con- 
udered as a healthful recreation, they all as-- 
sembie wi^ their dogs ; and when the game is 
tjiUed, and the chase ended, the flesh is divided 
according to the diatiibution of the govomor; 
l^ho re^rves a ^rt for bimself, and bestows th» 
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aUm on tboae who, through Bf;e or infirnritfi an 
incapable of pursuing the sport. Besides this 
oSco, the governor is also the only^ magistrate* 
BDd decides Id »& matters. If any one is so stub- 
born as to refu*e< complying with the decisions of 
the govenior) he is confined till such Ume as hs 
thinks proper to submit to his decrees. It Is 
■eldom that capital oSencea are perpetrated ; but 
when a crtnte of that nature happens to be com- ' 
mitted the naiuous person is imprisoned till the- 
parties agreci and a bond be'obtaiDed from the,- 
rclaUans of the offending person, that be shall 
nakc h» appearance at a publick tribunal, vhenv 
ever a judge shall arrive from Portt^^ to ad mi- 
nister justice. 

St> ViHcKN-r is inhabited by no human beings ^ 
hut is frequently visited by marincra, on account 
of its excelient bay, in which ships may ride with 
■afety, and where wild goats and turtles, anil 
ether necessaries, may easily be procured.. 

St. Aiitho»t i> chiefly distinguished by \ta 
elevated situation, and contains a mountain 
whidi is thought to equal, if not exceed, the. 
Peak of Tcnerifie in height} and its summit^ 
which is constantly covered with snow, notwith-, 
standing the clearness and serenity of the sky, is 
goieraJly enveloped in clouds. Several pleasant 
rivutets water the ground, and diffuse {^ent/ 
throughout the island : the soil produces maizej 
oranges, lemons, limes, bananas, t>lantains, pom- 
piona, guavas, musk, and water-lemons, in great 
idMindance, besides a vast variety of trees an4 
ritrubs' The general character of the natives i^ 
that they are inoffensive and humane ; and they 
wesopposed to amount to near three thousand 
pers<»% three-fourtiii of which «re bUtcs ; who - 
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aTter the manner of the free-negroa, ue. pafr- 
(£ssed of wives, houaes, and plantations, but ue . 
governed by a steward, appointed by a PortugueK , 
nobleman, to whom the island belongs. 

Canaries, The Canaries, supposed to be tlie 
Fortunate or Happy Islands of antiquity, amount 
to seven in number, and are situated between 
27 degrees 30 minutes, and 39 degrees SO mi- 
nutes, of north latitude; and between 13 de- 
grees, and 17 degrees SO minutes, west long^ 
tude from London. The Carthaginians, when 
in the height of their power and glory, fireUdes-~ 
fried and colonized these islands j but after the 
llomans bad conquered and annihilated that 
state, the navigation to the west W3< complete^ 
■topped, and the Canaries were veiled in obacu- 
lity and forgotten, till they were rediscovered bj 
the Spaniards in the year 1405, to whom they 
■till belong. On their arrival, they found thii( 
the natives reaemUed the Africans on the con- 
tinent, in their stature and cMnplesiuns ; but 
^at their language was totally dissimilai) and 
iheir customs and manners in no respect corr^ 
■ponded with those of their ancient progenitaiSt 
or of their continental neighbours. They were 
greatly Ignorant of the arts, and altogether of 
Uie sciences ; and being told that there were 
other countries in the world besides their owq, 
they expressed much wwider and astonishiaent. 
[ In Gravd Canari, the number of inhabits 
■ ants ia said to have amounted to thirty thou- 
■and ^and in Tsneriffe, to fifteen thousuid. 
The Spaniards called them a barbarcMB and ok- 
human race of peqde ; but it does not E^peMT - 
that their ferocity to their captives, who had 
. maltreab^l them, aod over wljoin tlie p^WW i^ 
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Mr tatd gifcn an tbseAote and unlimited pbweP, 
extended further than to compel them to guard 
and herd their cattle> They were denominated 
Gnanches ; were of a gigantick sbiture, which 
hOB since decreased,- and had the dexterity of- 
throwing stones with a force equal to that of « 
mu^et^btd]. But this art, from disease, has 
been for a long time lost among them. Their 
' Other weapons of annoyance and defence con- 
sisted of kinces pointed with horn, or hardened 
in the £re. Polygamy was liot only permitted* 
bat the virginity of evcTy bride was considerd as 
the property of the chief; and both the husband 
and wife thought it a marie of distinction and 
regard when he condescended to claim his right* 
Whenever anew prince ascended the throne, a 
certain number of young persons, of both sexeSf 
sacrificed themselves in honour of him, and to 
fender his rdgn prosperons and happy ; and as 
a rewai^ fcH'thnr loyalty and disinterested con- 
duct, the monarch considered himself bound to 
bestow all possible kindness and favour on the 
parents of these inbtuated victims. The Guan- 
ines are active and lively, naturally hold and 
warlike ; and so nimble, that with the assist- 
ance of a pde they will leap from one rock to 
MtotheT) though at a considerable distance, with 
amazing agility and precision. When immured 
in castles and fortresses, they contrive to scale 
the inside of the walls, and by poising their bo- 
■Ues they will descend the most Steep and nig- 
ged precipices. They speak their own language 
with great rapidity, and pnmounce only with 
their teeth and Kps. A few of them have been 
converted to Christianity ; hut as they were in- 
dnced to assume this profesiion through kar of 
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.the ia<tuisidoB, it is trat tt> be ni|q>totfl "tb>t 
thffir religion is alto^^ther real and without by- 
pocris7> 

In these iiriand* a pure and (emperate air pre- 
vails, and the moat delicious fhrita abotuxl, par- 
ticulari^ IT^pe*! from which that rich wine is • 
extracted that is distinguished by Caiiaryt *^ 
of which the greatest part is exported to Eog- 
land, where the annual coasumpdon of it is op 
wards of ten thousand hogBhead!>. The Caoarie) 
Ikre also abundant in cattle and variow otter 
' animals, and are particularlj fiitndus for those 
beautjtiil aiid pleaaing birds of song' which beir 
tbc name of the isiandst 

PALhA is the most western and faitiiest dis* 
tant tmia. the cmtinent <^ Africa (^ any of the 
Canaries, end is twentr-fbur mites kmg and 
eigbteea broad> In this island is a high aad 
spacious mountain, called Le Caldera, or tite 
Cauldron, from a hollow in ila summit, viiioh 
gradually declining occufnes. a space i^ neatly 
tiiirty acres, and from which seveml springs 
issue, that, passing through sn aperture of the 
mountain, Xluite at the bottom, and are made 
tise of in turning sugar-mills* The former ex- 
istence of sevetvl volcanoes in diHerent paits vf 
the island is apparent, and the channel of tbc 
lava may still be traced^ In November 16.7T, 
the earth shodc for several days continually, 
which was accompanied with loud and tremea- 
■dous noise, siid during Which period many open- 
ings appeared in different places i but the most 
considerable chasm was at mount aux Chevras, 
which eiAittcd fiames and stones* In 1750 ano- 
ther eruption took place, when the lava flowed 
down the udes of the mountain, and discfaaiyed 
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Itselflnto the sea, about a mfle north of the towa 
of Santa Cruz. This island produces mor? 
fhiita, sugars, and wines, than the inhabitants 
can possibly consume. 8anta Cruz is the best 
(md largest town in Palma, and ts situated on 
the south-east side of the island. It contains 
ftiany neat and elegant structures, and has a 
fcommodious haven, in which vesseb may ridi 
■ecure from every wind. 

Fkrho, From whence the French geographers 
formerly computed their lon^tude, as the Outcli 
did theirs from Teneriffe, is fifteen leagues 
in circumference. For above a league from th« 
■ea, it has a steep ascent, beyond which the land 
It tolerably level and fruitfiil, abounds with a 
variety of trees and shrubs, and produces pas* 
tiirage and flowers in greater luxuriance tbaa 
any of the sister islands. As there is neither 
spring, well, nor river in the island, Providence 
bas ' supplied that want by providing the inha- 
bitants with the leaves of a tree, resembling an 
oak, which grows on the summit of the ascent, 
^nd from which they distil a quautity of water 
sufficient to supply every living creature in 
Ferro. The branches of this wonderfiil tree are 
thick and extended. Every morning a cloud 
rises from the sea, which being driven by the 
wind to the summit of the clifi*, by degrees set- 
tles on the tree, from the leaves and branches of 
which the water flows down into a large stone 
reservoir to the quantity of twenty hogsheads. 
This singular phenomenon is attested by tra- 
vellers, who aSirm that they were eye-witnesses 
of the &ct, and is only contradicted by one 
who, it is said, is no farther a philosopher than 
(hat be is sceptical and itin-edulous. The nsL» 
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tivea of tbis wlanii, previous to the arrlva! anj 
settlement of the Spaniards among them, paid 
religious veneratioti to two deities, one of whom 
was a male, the other a female, each being wor- 
shipped by the respective sex. It was believed 
by them, that though these deities resided in 
heaven, yet they desceniled to earth to receive 
the prayers and petitions of their EuppIiaDiSi 
and then returned lo their celestial abodes. 

GoHEHA is a small but feitile island, and 
produces Kugar canes anti wines. Mules ar« 
very common, and more numerous here than to 
any of the sister isles ; and there ace also nianjr 
deer, which were originally imported from Bar- 
barf. The heroes of this island were esteemed 
immortal, and their martial achievements are 
still celebrated in rude and inharmonious poetry, 
A ^gular custom of admitting a community 
of women prevails in Gomera ; and though 
every man has a wife of his own, it would be 
considered as uncivil not to lend them Co tliose 
who request it. And hence it is, that the sister's 
son always inherits. The principal place in, the 
island is denominated La Villa de Palmas, or 
the town of Palms, from the great quantity at 
palm trees growing in the neighlwurhood. Id 
this town are a church, a convent of friars, and 
nearly two hundred private houses, and it 
abounds with plenty of water. 

Tkneriffs is celebarted for iu peak or moun- 
tain, the summit of which resembles a sugar- 
loaf; its height is about four miles perpeni^cular 
from the earth, and it may be seen at sea lo the 
distance of more than one hundred and twenty 
miles. This island is of a triangular form, whose 
tju-es ^des are nearly equals each of which i» 
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rixMlt twelTC leagues in extent. The peak con- 
iista of vast rocks, piled on one another] and it 
evidently the effects of subterraneous eruptions 
^d violent concussions of nature ; and this 
moiintuiQ stiU conliimes at times to emit such 
incredible quantities of burning sulphur and 
ifielted 6k, that the richest and most cultivated 
lands are thereby converted into barren desertar. 
On the summit of the peak is continual snow ; 
the air is subtile, cold, and piercing ; and the 
traveller, who hus the cui'iostty to make the at- 
tempt of reaching the top, feels a palpitation at 
his ncart, which is accompanied with a difficulty 
of breathing. Ilefoi'e he has reached one half of 
the ascent, the clouds a,)pear below him, and 
the whole surrounding country resembles a vast 
and unbounded ocean. 

■ The capital of this island is Santa Cruz, whicK 
is'sitaated near the shore, and has an ejEcellenf 
■lid commodious harbour. The town is large 
and populous, and contains several superb and 
elegant structures. In 1704 happened a very 
dreadful eanhquake in this island, and no less 
than twenty-nine concussions were experienced 
In the space of three hours. On the 31st of De- 
cember the earth opened, and two volcanoes 
Vicri formed, which emitted such a quantity of 
stones as to raise two considerable mountains. 
On the 5th of January following, the scene be- 
came still more dreadful and alarming ; the sua 
was totally obscured by the clouds and flames ; 
and the whole surrounding country, to the dis- 
tance of nine miles, exhibited an universal de- 
luge of devouiTng fire. The violence of the 
thunder increased, the island was sh^iken to its 
(entre)'Bndthe*wretched inhabitants every where 
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fleeing for refuge, met certain and inevitable de- 
struction. Notwithstanding these dreadful dis^ 
asters, the island is Fertile and salubrious, and 
abounds with com, wine, and oil. Most of the 
Guanches, who survived the devastation and 
havock of the Spaniards, built a town in Teoe- 
riffe, in which their posterity still reside. They 
speak their own language, which resembles that 
of the Moors of Barbary. They acknowledge 
a supreme Being, whom they consider as just, 
compassionate, atid merciful. They had kings 
to whom they swore fidelity, and whose palaces 
were caves and rocks, foi-med hy nature, which 
»re still distinguished by the name of the rtycf 
caverm. 

Ghasd Cakart is a most delightful and feP' 
(lie island, possessetl of a happy temperature of 
air, and abounding with delicious frvita, treest 
%a& salubrious streams ; insomuch that, in ever/ 
point of view, it merits the appellation of th<; 
Fortunate Island. " In the interipr part of it arc 
Several mountains of great height, which OdorQ 
(he prospect ; and it abounds wilh wpod of t»» 
tious kinds, of which the pine, paim, wild^livoi 
poplar, laiire), dragon-tree, lignum rhotUum, lo' 
dianfig, and many otliers, grow spontaneously* 
Its fmits are orangep, lemons, citcona, pomcgrai 
nates, apples, pears, peaches, apricots, figs, dateSi 
and, in short, all that is common to the European 
or American climates, except pine-apples. It also 
produces a variety of roots, herbs, and plants, and 
two crops annually of wheat, barley, and maize'; 
and is not destitute of any anitnai of vegetable, 
production which btimaii nature may sesm to 
require. Palma, the cspitaj of this island, it 
situated three miles from tbe sea coastf and. 
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though a {ilace of no great strength, is lai^' 
and populous, and contains many superb and 
elegant buildings, publick aa well as private. At 
some distance is a safe and commodious har- 
bour, which is secure against every wind, ex- 
cept the south-east, which seldom blows with 
■uch violence as to endanger vessels. 

FuEHTUvENTURA is about eighty miles long,- 
and at a medium about fifteen broad. The soil 
is in general Fertile in com, roots, imd fruits ; 
and the island is beautifully diversified with hills 
and vallies, and well watered and supplied with 
timber. It has several bays and harbours ; hut 
as the 'sea sometimes rises upwards of aisty feet 
in height, the strongest vessels are in danger of 
being dashed to pieces by the force- and vio- 
lence of the waves. In this island are three 
towns, the capital of which contains a church, a 
convent, and about one hundred and fifty houses* 
There is also a number of viU^es, scattered 
throughout the island, which are populous, and 
the inhabitants of which enjoy an uninterrupted 
state of health to a very advanced period. 

The last island of the Canaries, of which we 
shall give adescription, is Lancer at a, which is 
fii'teen miles in length, and ten in breadth, and 
at a distance appears high, black, rocky, and 
. barren. It is divided by a ridge of mountains, 
which afibrd only pasturage for cattle, but the 
Yallies are fertile and pleasant and the air is 
IHire and wholesome. It abounds with grain, 
fruits, neat cattle, camels and asses. On the 
tocks which encircle the coast grows the or- 
chilla-weed, an ingredient used in dying purple, 
which is believed to be the getulian colour of 
the utcicRts. About seventy yean since ap.. 
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poared ft volcuio. which emitted an immentt 
quantity of ashes and stones ; and a small rock^ 
i^ the form oi a pj'ramid, afterwards aroscy 
vbiqh Util continues. The principal port of 
this island ii Porto del Naoi. To these seven 
giVHt inlands might be added St. Clair, Gra* 
ciosa, Rocca, and AiLgranza; but they possess 
lathing worth describing. 

Madeidas. These islands are two in num- 
^IV and, according to several writers, tvers .first 
. discovered in 1344, by an Englishman of thq 
iHune of Ovington; but the Portuguese &rat 
(pot possession of them in 1431, w4ien thc^* 
ibund them uninhabited and covered with wood I 
which being cut down and burned, the am] vas 
Tendered abundantly fertile, and has continueii 
so ever unce. 

Madeira, which is the larger island, . is iififl 
hundred and eighty miles in circumference, and 
jaossesses a most delightful dimaCei and a per* 
petual spring, It is composed of one continued 
kill, that estends from east to west, on the south- 
ern declivity of which are vineyards, and the 
seats of the' richest merchants. Madeira abounds 
with wine, .com, oil, sugar, and fruits j the trees 
are perpetually in blossom ; and the soil being 
well watered and fertilized by several rivers, 
produces every delicious vegetable that can 
contribute to the luxury or gratification of lifef 
This was the fir&t place in the west where thB 
manufacture of sugar was attempted, and from 
whence the plantations were removed to tlte 
Brazils. The sugar, that is made in this island 
lias a sweet smell and a beautiful appcarsnce* 
Jriadeira is now chiefly distinguished for its ex- 
(dtent wines, wM«;fi wcm ioWoded by Utvinc 
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BrkTidcow «s a retreshment to tbe inbabitsali 
of the tpmd aane. There nre nevenil sort* of 
these wiiiM, and it is computed that at kaat 
tireiity thotiiand hogsheads are anniully ex- 
ported to other couDtriea* The wine wf this 
islaiKl not o(klx endures a warm climate, but 
even improves by beipg exposed to the rnya aaA 
heat of the sun. The most considerable town 
is. Fonchiale, which is fortified with a castle and 
battery of cannon. The inbabitanta of thit 
iriiwe are the descendants of English and French 
Sornao CatbDlicks, and nadve Fortugueae* The 
olei^y are exceedingly rich ; and the easentials 
fif religion are wy little observed* 
, PoBTO Sahto, the other Madeira island, lies 
opposite to the kingdom of Monxxo, and, 
though extremely fertile and productive, is onl^ 
about ten miles in circumference. The Portu. 
guete fleet, on a voyage of discoveries to.tbo 
coast of Africa, in Uli, being Gurprised by ^ 
atoroD, were driven upcm this island, which, on 
account of the protection it afforded them, they 
denDniinatcd Porlo Santo, or the Hoiy Port. 
The East India ships generally touch here to 
pfocurc water and fresh ptoviiious, as ihere 
are several large and commodious harbours in. 
yhich they may ride secure. We must not ibrv- 
get to laentton that the islands of Madeira are 
wholly exempted from venomous animals ; and 
that if any noxious or poiaaDOUa reptiles be in. 
troduced, they will immediately die. The air 
likewise iaextiamely salubrious, and. is often n- 
commended For pulmonlck complaints. 

Acoaxa. it has never yel been determined 
wither the Aaores are to be reckoned amoniy 
tbeJUMaberof tfae.A&icani Aaqrican, Qr.£uia> 
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pcan islaiidi; oa thcj' are situated at nearly an 
equ^ distance from those several parts of the 
world-: they lie in the Atlantick Ocean, l>etween' 
twenty-five and thirty-two degrees of west !(Xi-' 
gitude, and between thirty-seven and ibrty de- 
grees of north latitude. They were first disco> 
vered by a merchant of Bruges in Flanders ; 
who, sailing to Lisbon, was accidentally driven 
apon them by a storm, and gave them the ap- 
pellation of the Flemish islands. Boasting, how- 
ever, of his discoveries, on his arrival at Lisbon,.' 
tbe Poitnguesc immediately sent a fleet of ships 
to take possession of them ; and great numbers 
of hawks and falcons having been observed in 
their approaeh to these islands, they received 
tbe name which tiiey have at present, though' 
tbey are sometimes called the Western Islands.' 
The sky here is clear and serene, and the ur 
temperate and salubrious ; hut violent earth- 
quakes and inundations of the sea are frequent, 
and from both these causes thi; inhabitants suffer 
considerably. They abound, however, with com, 
wine, and a variety of fruits, cattle, fish, and 
fowl. 

St. MicBAifi., the largest of the Azores, is' 
almost one hundred miles in circumference, and 
contains one city, five towns, twenty-two villages, 
and upwards of fifly thousand inhabitants. This 
island is luiurisntiy fertile, and carries on a con- 
siderable commerce in com, wine, atid cattle* 
Its two principal harbours are Ponto Delgada', 
and Villa Franca, which are insecure and dan- 
gerous for vessels. ' 

St. MakV, which is only about four miles 
longand three broad, is surrounded by a strong 
Mid Datural rampart of high iiKHUitaina, ia sucb 
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ainaDneri tbat neither <:astleg, nor loiliScadotiSj 
are requisite for its defence. The interior part 
of the island is fertile, populous, and well culti- 
\fii£d, aad suppUes all the necessaries and. con- 
Tcniencies of life in great abundance. What, 
chiefly merits our attention is thp ^ttaLiii^UBent, 
of a porcelain manufactuiv, in vhtch chioa-warq 
is happily imitated, and which conatHutes Ihv 
principal article of commerce in this iriaadr, 
' Forto is its chief town. St. Mary is Eurraunded 
hf 3 tempestuQuB sea ; and a c1qu(1i which goven 
the summit of the higheat mountaia in tlm, 
island, announces the approach of a fitoim* 
■\Vlicn this precursor and forettiUer of the tem- 
^s; appean, 4 sort of munnuring; noise is heard 
il) the air, the cattle seem uneasy ^d terrified* 
afii the birds retire to aQme places of cooceitl* 
meat- S^on after, the aea beconiea f^it^teda 
vd ships muBt immediately abandon thip dail; 
gerous coast, if they would avoid being doahed Ut 
pieces. ,■.■,.. 
. Tercbka, which is tfairttfep rnikts Iqbc ">d 
■jx broad, has a spociava and coQtmodiatia'hfti 
ven, for which reason it is the most importuit 
qua valuable of aj] tbe Awiet. This jdMd M 
<jf a circular form, «ad is, atcmgly defeased 
ijoth by nature and ftrt. .It tv(>()u««a whe^ aad 
qtt)«r grain, paaturtge f^r nulci and ft Stft 
ntriety of lemona, •grange and all tbOM iiuita 
common to tropical mfl European ciinales. 
Aagra, w^ich is the raetropotis of TerceHt* and. 
of all tbe Aiorei) is the -pendcnoe oftbc gowr- 
nor, and the see ot a bishop^ who is tha. wSnn 
gap and the dependant of tbe patritu^h of lii- 
bon. This cai^tvl is strong and populous, and 
(WRt^i^s ttveral ^smmia strasts, a c«tlwdnl^ 
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five churches, an hospital, and eight Convent^ 
The Brazil and Eaat Ifidia fleets generaUf touch 
at this inlaiid for refreahmcnt. 
~ The island of Gil AciosA, which, it iasaid, de- 
rived its name from the remarkable fertility of 
tiie soil,>^B about (en miles lon^ and sevun broadt 
Md contains two towns, the principal of wbich 
'a Santa Cmzi seated on a bay of the sea which 
forms a commodious harbour called Caheta, and 
defended by a fort and battery. 

The island of St. Ckoii«b is chiefly distin- 
guished for its lufiy and valuable cedars, with 
which the natives Ci.rry on a considerable trade. 
It is in some pans rocky and mountainous ; but 
in others, well cul Jvated and populous ; and' 
oonUuna three towns and four villages. The- 
capital is dunominaied Villa de Vclas, and is a 
small and inconsiderable place, with only one 
church and one convent, but possesses the advan- 
tege of a port. 

The island of Pico pbtuned its name from a 
lofty mountain, terminating, like that of Tene^ 
riffe, in a peak, and said by some authors lo be 
nearly equal to it in height. This island may' 
be seen at a great distwice, and is sixteen miles 
in length and five in breadth. Its productions' 
are nearly the same as those of all the Azores, 
'^'he principtd port h at Villa des Lagens, from 
whence the natives carry on a considerable trads' 
wth wines, and various kinds of wood, partku- 
larly cedar. 

- The island of Fatal, which is nine miles in' 
length and three in breadth, derived its name 
from the great quantity of beech-trees with 
which it was covered. The principal place in' 
this island is Villa de Hortaj which has a bu^ 
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boar defended by a castte and batteries. In the 
Kign of queen Elizabeth, the English) under tbo 
coinma.nd of the earls oi Cuir^erJand and Essex, 
took and bui-ned a squadron of ships richly laden, 
\«hich was in the harbour, made themselves mas- 
ters of this island, and destroyed its fortificutions> 
, The island of Fi.©res is tolerably large, .and 
ka capital is called Santa Cruz. It abounds nith 
yood, com, pasturage, and other necessary ant) 
useful productions. The inhabitants live to a 
great age'; and the island is populous. 
.: CoRvo, the last of the Azores, lies opposite ti> 
Florea- and derived its name from the great num- 
ber of crows with which it abounded when first dis- 
covered* The whole circumference of the island 
- is not more than three leagues, and the coast, ex- 
■jCepttwo insignificant harboure, which can receive 
only vessels of small size, is every where sut'- 
rounded by a chain of rocks. 

The Azores, like the Madeiras, are wholly ex« 
emptcd from poisonous or obnoxious animals, and 
when any of these creatures happen to be im- 
portedi the air immediately destroys them. The 
king of Portug^al claims and receives the tenth of 
all the productions of these islands, and the single 
article of tobacco raises a considerable revenue^ 
Wines, however, are the chief produce of the 
Azores, and twenty thousand pipes, or upwards, 
Itre annually exported. 
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IF the population of a country be deemed & 
just criterion by which to estimate its prospe.- 
lity, how different, alas 1 is the present state ojf 
Egypt from its ancient greatness 1 In the floui« 
risbing days of Sesostria, it is stated that the po- 
pulation of this country amounted to upwards 
of seventeen miUions of souI»< In the lapse, how- 
ever) of a few centuries, the sword of the con- 
queror, the destruction of civil war, and the ban^ 
nil oppressionof tyranny, reduced the inhabitants 
to half that number. But even then it had nc^ 
arrived at that pitch of adversity, which it ha» 
since experienced : the caliphs, Turks, and Ma- 
melukest were destined to increase its niisery, 
•nd complete its depression. It was these misr 
creants that impeded the progress, and destroy- 
ed the use, of science ; that laid waste works of 
great and publick utility, which had cost the la- 
bour of. ages i that obstructed or negltrcted the 
canals, aqueducts, and lakes, which bad for their - 
object the cultivation of the country ; and, at tlie 
conclusion of the eighteenth century, scarcely 
three millions of inhabitants coutd be numbered 
throughout the whole extent of Egypt. 

This country is now divided into Upper and 
Lower ^ypt< Upper Egypt consists of a long 
mlleyi which begins at Sienna and ends at Grand 
Cfuro. Two chains of mountains, which take 
their rise from the eastern cataract, form the 
vast contours of that country ; and directing their 
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coitne from aonth-eaM to nOith-west, tffl tbejr 
nach the latitude of Ciuro, they then leparate 
Uid diverge to the right and left ; the one 
stretches to moant Colzoum, the other temii- 
nates in banks of Bandi ne«r the city of ^AIexan-' 
dria* Between these mountains the Nile flowa^ 
as between tvro insurmountable barriers. Some- 
times smooth and tranquil, it slowly and majes- 
tically pursues that course which nature and art 
have traced out for it ; at other times rapid and 
tmpetuous, reddened witb the sands of Ethiopia, 
it swelh) and disdaining its farmer boundarieij 
toven the country With its waters for a space of 
two hundred leagues. This valley is still as fer- 
tile as in the ancient and more prosperous days 
of Thebes ; but it is kss cultivated, and its once 
renowned cities are levelled with the groundi 
while oppression, ignorance, and superstiticH], 
Qsurt»ng the throne of lawa and of arts, keep 
them buried and in ruins. 

Lower Egypt comprehends Q\e whole of that 
country situated between Cairo, the Mediterra- 
nean, the isthmus of Suez, and Lybia* The tri- 
angular island called the Delta, which is included 
' in this part of Egypt, is the most fertile in the 
vorld, and the glory of that country i its extent, 
however, is greatly curtailed by the ravages of 
Its conquerors, who overthrew the eastern bul- 
wark of Egypt, and compelled the inhalritanU 
ta seek peace and tranquillity in the interior 
parts of the Delta. The earth is no longer wa» 
tcred and cultivated with that care and attention 
which distinguished the ancients, and being also 
exposed to the ardonr nf a tropical sun, has . 
been mosdy converted into sandy and barren 
plains. Where fermeriy were seen rich lands 
Vol. XIII. O 
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and ilQuriahing totnis, nothing is to.be lDiind,.«t 
{iresent but a few mean, and wt«tched liatnlei^ 
Bur;«uqded by date trees and deserts. Tt^c . 
numerous canah which intersected the coup- 
try are now chiefly filled upi and l^re water in 
tliem only during the oveiiSowi&gs of ihe Nile* 
The seven branch^es by which this river foimerly 
spread through the Delta, and emptied itself into 
the WB, are at present reduced to two, those pf 
Bosctta and Damietta ; and one or two canalS) na- 
yigable only during; a part of the year^ are the 
pnly remains of the rest. 

In the modem state of the country, however, 
where s^iiculture is properly attended to, t^e 
beauty and variety of the surrounding scenery 
arc stiH visible. The woods of palm-trees, which 
grow on fynh sides of the river, are peculiarly 
plea^g to a ttsvcUer who enters Egypt from 
the sea. He is also not less astonished than de- 
lighted with the perpetual verdure and appear- 
ance of the temon, the orange, the banana, .the 
peach, and other trees, common to the countnr. 
The scene. is pleasing on the western bank of tpc 
Nile, where Uosetta is situated, and from whence 
the riveris seen covered with vessels. The coun- ' 
try in the Delta presents a prospect of an im- 
mense surface, without mountain or hill, covered 
with hanestg almost continually ; with high 
and tufted sycamores, and cassia, orange, and 
lemon trees. In the neighbourhood of Rosettaj 
the grand and picturesque ruins of Balbitini^m 
still. exisU Farther eastward, is beheld a majes- 
tick river covered with animation, the graces of 

■ the spring, the beauty of summer, and the rich 
luxuriance of harvest. Beyond the Delta, die 

. Mile branches into two divisions, and the ^Y 
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t)]nramidB appear in View ; and wtulst in one diKo- 
tion are Been Bterilc plains and bamen dcflcrts, tA 
another the cfc is reUeved with cultivated fieldB 
and pleasing scenery. 

After ascending the Said, or Upper Egypt, 
a variety still more striking arrests the atten- 
tion. In November, when the Nile gradually 
returns to his wonted course, the iniant har- 
Tests soon appear in the land which he haH 
^iandoncd ; in one pan they are sowing melons 
and cucumbers ; in another they are ploughing 
with oxen, and furrowing the surface of the w\i 
and in a third, we may see the com and the 
doura (or millet) clothing the Eelds with vep> 
dure. The pyramids burst on the sight, and 
while the bvren and sandy plainn terrify the 
traveller, those lofty structures which equal the 
mountains' height, fill him with astonishment 
luid awe. Next appears the fertile province of 
Fayoum, which excited the praises and the ad- 
miration of Strabo; and though eighteen cenlu- 
Ties have elapsed since that traveller visited this 
country, it is still superior to any other part of 
Egypt) and greatly resembles the description 
which he has given of it. In Payoum, the olive 
and the vine are still cultivated, and com, btjy 
ley, and doura, form the regular crops in rota- 
lion, during eight months in the year. TIk soil 
produces flax, sugar-canea, and vegetables in 
abundance, almost without culture ; and groves 
of fruit trees, in the number of which we may 
reckon the superb date, the banana, the fig, the 
cas^a, and the pear tree, groiv spcmtaneouriy 
<H) the plains. In this province, the rose<tree 
forms a considerable and valuable article of conv- 
durce. Tbey are collected u^etber in dustecit 
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«nd ratnd frith cue s and from iti odoriferous 
flower i«di«itlcdthefikiaouiroK-water. There-^ 
nuint of the Uke Maria produce* rxce&nt fish. ' 
AKcnding a few leeguei farther up the rifei^ 
ft dialn of naked and loftjr Biountaim bound the 
poBpect <m each side ; but betwixt the Nile and 
them the ground is fit for af^riculture, and it in 
good cultivation. In proportion) however, U) 
the proximitj* of these mountains, the land near 
the river ia attended to or neglected. At the 
ibot of these barren rocks yillagea appear, a;id 
in their neighbourhood only docs vegetation 
flourish. Approaching mount Kalel, nothing it 
Ken but vast plains of barren sand. Beyond 
this hill, the same dreary and uncomfbrUUc 
prospect presents itself. The naturalist maf 
here find abundance of curious matcrisla to at> 
tract and employ hit attention. Rare and unr 
known plants, different apecies of birds and 
insects, minerals of various kinds, with mouiv- 
tains of granite and marble, and several strata 
of. stone, are to be found within a few leaguefL 
of each side of the Nile, aa far as Syene. Ar- 
rived near the middle of the Said, a variety of 
objects obtrude upon the sight. The minarets 
of Benisouf arc lost in the horizon; innumerablf 
Tillages t^ipear in view ; and the date trees cover 
and conceal Benangie. Enatward of the Niliit 
and nearly as &r as Girge, the capiul of Upper, 
Egypt, is a range of mountains, which are famous' 
ibr the residence of the anchorites, who retired 
thither during the first ages of the church. In 
the neighbourhood of Girge, the gitiund appeari, 
fertile and in full verdure; and bcautiHil gar- 
dens surround the town. Beyond this place, and. 
as &T as Syene, the land is chicfiy in the posacft- 
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Mon of independent Ar^»> "bo do not attend 
much to husbandry, and seldom any thing; is to 
be seen but deKtta, rocka, and rugged, moiui- 
tains. : . - ' 

Crossing the hills on the west, Egyptian Ly- 
bia appears in full viewj over whose extent rerj 
Uttte verdure is to be seen. Its only inhabitants 
are Arabs, ;)striches, and the wilt) animals of the 
desert ; end many towns, which were formerly 
populoos and well built, have now totally dis- 
appeai-ed. The territory situated between the 
Nile and the Red Sea is little else than a sandy 
desert. To Mr. Bruce, who travelled over this 
part of Egypt, it appeared replete with horror. 
About twelve mites distant from the Nilcj is a 
range of mountains, of the most barren and 
dreary aspect. All the country till near Cosseir 
is a level plain, bounded by hillocks of sand ; it 
is destitute of trees, shrubs, and all kinds (^ 
herbs ; it has no traces of any living creature [ 
and even serpents and lizards, antelopes and os- 
' triches, the usual inhabitants of the most barren 
and dKeary deserts, are not to be found here, (t 
affords no water, either brackish or sweet ; and 
birds regard the country as pestilential, for ncme 
are seen to fly over it. " The sun," aaya Mr. 
Bruce, " was burning hot, and upon rubbing two 
-Micks together, they took fire ; a mark how near 
the country was of being reduced to a general 
conflagration." In the neighbourhood of Cos^ 
■cir, tbe country is variegated with moimtains of 
porphyry and mart]le i with trees growing in 
^ild but e1£gant confu»on from the sides of tbe 
hills and from the chinks of tlie granit^ rocks; 
aud with vegetation partially interspersed over the 
plains. 

03 
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. Let Ob dcKoid fni&i nKMmt ■■ CxAKobJii, wM 
^prmch the Red Smu Its shores are covered 
with iDnumerable shcUsi whose bemnty, ifaape, 
and colour, uiternately attract our ejei. It is 
difficoit to choOM in such a variety. Marine 
idanci cover the rodu ; the vaten are filicd witK 
coraia, some white, and others red as sciu'let. 
Join to these curious objects, the variegated 
mariiles of the mountains, the precious minet 
tbey contain, the plants which grow along^ Ihtt 
torrents^ the rare ^nts with which the sanda ara 
jurewedi'ftnd it must be admitted that alt these 
riches well deserve the attention of a natnr^ 
bt.» 

. Such are the general outlines and appetxtiKt 
sf this wonderful country, according to moat 
-writers and travellers who have visited E^pt^ 
but as it is our duty to give our infbrmatiDn -with 
candogr and ^mptutialty, we subjoin the ac- 
count of M. Volneyi who entertains sentimena 
en this attbject widely difii^rent from this rel«> 
tion. " As for the prospect of the country, it 
offers little variety i nothing is to be seen but 
palm trees, single or in clumps, which become 
fewer in proportion as yon advance ; wretclied 
villages of mud-walled buls, and a boundlew 
plain, which at different seasons is an ocean of 
Iresfa water, a miry morass, a verdant field, or a 
dusty des^ ; and on every side an extensive 
and foggy horiion, where the eye is wearied and 
disgusted : till at length, towards the junction 
of the two bmnches of the river, the mountains 
nf Grand Cairo are discovered in the east, and 
to the south-west three detached masses i^ipcan 

' Savarj's Tiavcli. 
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'Vhlchi from thar tri«i^;nlw ibnnr are known to 
be the pyrantuls. Wc now enter a vallejr which 
tumB to the Bouthvanl) between two ridgss of 
psBBlIel cminenceB. . That to theeastf which ex- 
tends to the Red Sea, menu the name of a tuouD* 
tain from the steeiMieBs of its aicent, and that of 
a desert from its native and savage aspect ; hot 
the western is nothing but a ndge of I'ocli. cover- 
ed with und, which has been very pn^rlf 
4ermed a natural mound) or.caHsewaf. 

",'^0 describe Egypt in two words, let tb* 
render imagine, on one side, a narrow sea aad 
rocks i 00 the other immense plains of sand ; and 
in the middle, a river flowing through a vallejr 
of one hundred and fifty leagues in ledgth, and 
from three to seven wide, which, at the di«> 
tance of thirty le^ues from the aca, ieparatM 
into two arms, the branches of which wander 
over a country, where they lae^t do obatackei 
and which is almost without declivity. If be 
figures to himaelf a flat plain, intersected witb 
canals, under water during three months,, morsbdf 
and rank with vegetation during three othen, 
and dusty and parched the remainder oftbe year t 
if he imagines a number of wretched mud-wailed 
and brick villages, naked and sun-bumt peasa|tt% 
.buffaJoes; camels, sycamore and date trees thinljr 
scattered, lakes, cultivated fields, and vacant 
grouods of considerable extent ; and adds, be- 
wdes, a sun darting his rays from an azure ekr, 
almost invariably free from clouds, and winda 
constantly blowing, but not always with the 
same strength, he will have formed a. tolerably 
just idea of Uie natural aspect of this coiuitiy. 

" The face of nature, eternally the same, pre- 
■eats nothing but weU-fsd hei'bst fertile &cids, a 
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miiddy river, a sek <^ fresh wtter, and vHhges 
which, rising out of ir, resemble island*. Should 
the eye reach the horiwin, we are terri6ed at 
finding nothing but savage deseTts, where the 
wandering traveller, exhaus:ed with fatigue and 
thirst, ahuddera at the immense space which se- 
parates him from the world. In vain he vn- 
I^rea heaven and earth : his cries, lost in the 
boundless {dain, are not even returned by an 
echo ; destitute of every thing, and separated 
from manliind, he perishes in an agony of de- 
spair, amid a gloomy desert, without «ven the 
consolation of knowing that he has excited the 
sympathisiog tear. The contrast of this melan- 
choly scene, so near, has probably given to the 
cultivated Gelds of Egypt all their charms. The 
boTKnneas of the desert becomes a foil to the 
plenty of the plains, watered by the river : and 
the aspect of the parched sands, so totally un- 
productive, adds to the pleasures the country 
oFTers. These may have been more numerous 
in former times, and might revive under the in- 
fiocnce of a well regulated goremment ; but at 
brcsent, the riches of nature produce not the 
fruits which might be expected. In vain majr 
travellers celebrate the gardens of Rosetta and 
of Cairo. The 'lurks are strangers to the art 
of gardening, so much cultivated by polished 
nations, and despise everjr kind of agriculture. 
Throughout the empire, their gardens are only 
wild orchards, in which trees are planted with- 
out care or art, yet have not even the merit of a 
pleasing irr^ularity. In vain may ihey tell ua 
of their orange trees and cedars, which grow na- 
turally in the fields. Accustomed as we are to 
coDitMne the ideas of opulence and culture witK 
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thete .'tKu, MMM with lu thsjr sre iwceMui^r 
c^Aheoted with them, we do not diicover the di^ 
G^nma. In Egrpt, where theji arc frequeMh 
tn4) w I may ny, lulgai, they ue UMciatcd 
wioi the fnitcry of the huU they cover, imd recaf 
oQty the idea of porerty and deaoU^n. In vain . 
do they describe the Turk aofily repoiing ludcr 
their ahadci and happy in snK^ing hia pipe 
without refiection. Ignorance and fcdiy, no 
doubt,' have their enjoyments, at well as wit and 
Jearning ; but, for my own part, 1 confen I 
could never brinff myself to envy the repose of 
alaves, or to dignify insensibility with the name oiF 
JtafifiineM," 

The govemment of Egypt ap^inted by thf 
Ottoman Porte, to which thia province apper- 
tidns, though latterly it had nearly shaken off all 
allegiance, is entirely military and despotick. It 
connslA of a diran, or council of reg;ency, com- 
posed of the pacha and the chiefs of seven milK 
tary corps. To the pacha it belongs to notify 
to> thc'divan the -orders of the Porte, to espeditf 
the tribute to CoOHtantinople, to make suitaUe 
preparations for defending the country against 
an invasion, and for counteracting the selfish 
and ambitious views of internal parties. Th« 
divan possesses the right and power of rejecting 
the orders of the pacha, and even of depoBin|; 
him from his office, when urgent and weighty 
reasons seem to demand it ; wnd to this council, 
it belongs to ratify and confirm all publicic ordL< 
nances. Twenty-four beys, or governors of pro. 
vinces, are intrusted with the care of restraining 
the incursions of the Arabs, of superintending 
the collection of the revenue) and the whole civu 
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government of th« cmintrr ; tmt it is ihteitdcd 
tiiat their authority should be passive, Uid that 
they shall be only the instniinents of the drrwR 
It is [irobBble that the avarice and ambition of 
the pachtiB, who seldom or n«ver undertake the 
office with any other intention than to enrich 
themselves by impoverishing' the people, have 
greatly contributed to the depopnlation and de^ 
eay of Egypt. The pacha frequently purchases 
Us office with a large sum of money, and by 
agreeing to pay to the Grand Signior an an- 
nuity, which is transmitted every year to Con- 
stantiooplej together- with provisions, articles of 
dress, spiceSi trinkets for the seraglio, presents d^ 
the sultans and the ministers, and subsidies for 
the militia. The other emoluments of his officct 
therefore, he is permitted to ret»n, without being 
called to any account for their disburse^ent. 
' It is necessaiy, that the pacha should make his 
ibrtune in the space of three years, the ordinary 
term of the duration of bis power. The patenfi 
however, for continuing his office during that 
time must be annually renewed by the Grand 
Signior, for which he receives a valuable perqui- 
MCe; and the pacha, in orderto indemnify himself 
for these heavy expenses, disposes of every thing 
kr money. The principal sources of revenue in 
Egypt are nearly coeval in their instituUon with 
Mahometanism itself. The most ancient tri- 
bute, and that which was imposed by the Arabian 
prophet, is the zecchat, or tenth of the produc- 
tions of the earth. This was intended not tb 
affect pro^rty under a certain value, but to nr- 
lieve the indigent and the necessitous, and to be 
levied in dotible pn^ortions on the unbelievers. 
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Xlie ZMckat, luwerer, is neitfier tpt^ed to iU 
vpgiiud purpose, nor raised on landi or houses I 
tiut the impost is laid on all tnerchandise icn* 
ported into the country. The seeomi tribute '» 
the change, and denotes anj tax on land, or on 
the persons of Jews and Chnslians. 
.., The pnn(;i[>ul Impost on land was a charaf*e of 
two'patackes on each fbddan *, which, at the dme 
(^ Sulian Scltni, estimating the cultivated lands 
is £g7pt at two millions one hundred thousand 
^cres, would raise a sum of six hundred and thirtf 
tbpusond pounds sterling. At present, howeret^ 
when od1> two thirds of that quanljty of land is 
cultivated, the beys, in order to make t^ the da> 
ficiencf, levy five or ax patackes per foddaitt 
which raises this branch of revenue to upwanla 
of one million and a quarter. But some districts 
tn Upper Egypt are still in arre«r< 
. It is diflocult to form a just and correct idea of 
the sums rkised by the customs of the setk-portS) 
^r by the internal commerce of Africa. A cara> 
«M), however, that contains merchandise of the 
value of one hundred and fifteen thousand pounds 
will pay a fine or tribute of seven thousand 
l^ve hundred pounds. The capitatitxi tax on ui^ 
believers, which is generally denominated tM 
Szie, amounts to seventy-five thousand pounds. 
The rest of the revenue consists of casualties ; as 
forfeitures, small imposts, and tolls on the Nile. 
The number of the two latter amounts to about 
three hundred and sixty. Of the revenue thus 
^ised, about six thousand pounds should be an. 
tuuUy sent to Constantinople ; but it is frequently 

* Thepsiacke tni]' be rated at from three sbilllngiM 
three ihlflinga and four-p«hce. The foddon iteiuivsUnt 
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Detained under the pretence of etvctiiig puUici 
vorks •- 

. Tlie authority of the div«o or council over the 
actions of Uie pacha, or govetnori is not ver3r 
inc<H)v«ucDt to him, e^Mxiallj' as he has it in 
his power to confer upon them lucrative and 
honourable oflices, which will induce them to 
comply with his wishes snd requests. The 
Turkish militia are no where so insolent and 
hat^hty as in Egypt. This conduct of Uic bqj«- 
diery may have been occasioned by the liberty 
and indulgence granted tliem t>y the pacha, who 
sometimes finds it necessaiy to employ them in 
opposing Che beys, and in levying the impostSa. 
By these means, the safely of the people is n<rt 
CNily endangered by them, but foreign merchants, 
Europeans as well as «thers, are subjected to in- 
solence and oppression, which they can avoid on* 
ly by the payment of a sum of money. 

The inhabitants of Egypt may be divided intb 
toar principal' races of people, each of whoso 
origin is widely different. The Arabs, who are 
the most numerous, jnay be subdivided into thre« 
classes: First, the posterity of those who, on the 
conquest of Egypt hy Amrou, hastened from 
every part of Arabia to settle in a country so ce- 
lebrated for its fertility and productions ; ^nd 
whose complexion is almost black. Secondly, the 
. Africans, or Occidentals (called also Mograbiansi 
or KWi liflAe Kent J, who have arrived in Egypt 
at different times, and under different chiefs ; 
both these cbsses' follow husbandly. 7'lurdly, 
the Bedouins, trilies of whom appear every year 



General Rcgniemlimalcs the amount of the 
igypi, during the time 1 he French were in poss 
t country, at twenlf-oDc milliont of IrincJu^ 
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after thcinundatipn, and qgStfi Bl^e .in ify* 
Bpring iulo the depths of the dwcrt^. Padfick in 
their own camp, they are cveiy ,wi)ere sise in an 
habitual state of warfare. 

■ Next to the Arabs, the Copts sre.tlje moBt Dil- 
merous inhabitants of Egypt. Sevev^l fanilifa 
"of tliis people are found in the Delta, but tlie 
■greater part inhabit the Said, or Upper Egypt, 
where they occupy whole villages. The Copts . 
are the descendants of those who were conqiier- 
'cd by the Arabs ; ,and .who were a ir»ixtnre of 
otiginal Egyptians, Pcpsians, Greeks, and Jlo- 
mana. They viae am«ng the first tljat e.imbn&ce^ 
'the christian religion, which they still profess ; 
but being" Eiitycliians, they abhor; .And ^are ab- 
horred liy, all other Chrisdans. The Copte 
■having been always, acquainted with the interigr 
parts of the country, have becpme tl\e deppsi- 
'taries of the registers of the lands .^nd .tribes; 
■and, under the name of ■siritera, are tlje jnien- 
dants, sectaries, and collectors of the gQvernment. 
"These writers are no less despised by the Turk? 
whom they aer\-e, than hated and detested by the 
•peasants whom they oppress, and form a.Jtind of 
■separate class of the people. 

The Turks are the tliird race of tjie inhabitants 
of Egypt, ajitl, at least nomiijaUy, are the mas- 
-tera of the country. After the conquests .of 
'Egypt by Selim, they established themselves 
'here ; but they are seldom to be met with except 
at Cairo, where, they .exercise the arts, and occupy 
~Jhe religious and military employments. 

The Mamelukes are tUe fourth race of the in- 
.hahitants of Egypt. They were originally white 
slaves, natives of different parts of Turkey, who 
•were purchased by the agents of the beys ^t 

Vol. XUi. P ' ' 



I. Coo^^lc 



IsS EGrPT. 

Constantinople, or brought to Cairo by private 
merchants, on speculation. When these are 
feiund insufficient, black slaves • from the interior 
of Africa arc substituted; and, among the Ma-, 
melukes, a few Austrians and Russians may be 
found, who have abjured their religion and coun- 
try for an establish men t in a foi-eign land. The. 
Mamelukes are hardy, capable of enduring fa- 
tig;uc, of undaunted courage, and eminent skill 
in horsemansliip and the use ofthe sabre. Their 
horses are of the finest Arabian breed. Their, 
dress is always of a military cast ; and tbey gene 
rally go armed with a pair of pistols, a sabre, 
and a dagger. When on horseback, they carry 
a pair of horse-pistols and a battle-axe. Each 
Mameluke receives from his master a horse and 
arms, with a suit of clothes annually. They 
have no stipulated pay, but eat at a table of their 
master, who always supplies them with what mo- 
ney they want. 

The arts which flourished so much here for- 
merly, are now in a state of total decline. In the 
manner of performing the sepulchi'al rites, we 
may still, however, discern among the modem 
Egyptians a few traces ofthe customs and pre- 
cautions of their wise forefathers. With the 
method of embaloiing they are indeed unac- 
quainted ; but the cai-e they exhibit in disposing 
of the bodies of the dead, though it be also 

• The condiiion of 1 slave in Egypt is much superior to 
tlie siale of those wretched lieings in oihe 
When tie is diecantented with hii muter, he 
him to carry him to the market and nlTer hin 
anohcr. He can also authorize anv free pei 
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agneMt to the advice and injunctions of the 
Arabian prophet, must nevertheless be admitted 
to be the remnant, or the shadow, of that ancient* 
astonishing, and now forgotten device. The an* 
cients made their sepulchral monutnenls grand 
and magnificent ; the modems make them agree- 
able, and adorned with pompous inscriptions and 
pavilions, where the friends of the deceased, who 
resort thither every Friday to repeat their me- 
lancfaoly adieus, may enjoy the coolness of the 
air. E^h sex, and also slaves, have their pe- ' 
culiar kinds of monuments. The sciences in 
Egypt began to decay under the Mamelukes ; 
and under the Turica they have become totally 
extinct. 

Throughout all Egypt, there are only three or 
four cities in which the Turks keep any ganison. 
Cairo, the capital, and the residence of the pacha, 
who here exhibits his grandeur and the beys 
their tuicury, is of an oval form, and covers an 
extent of about three leagues. This city waa 
originally circumscribed with a wuU, a few 
fragments of which only remain. The houses 
are ill built, and the streets are narrow, crookedi 
and ' dirty. The inhabitants extend a slight 
canopy fii>m one house to another, in order to 
de&nd tbemiielves from the burning rays of the 
mid-day sun. - This city contains above three 
hundred mosques, one of which is ornamented 
with pillars of marble and Persian carpets, and . 
its revenues arc immense. The habitation of the 
pucha contains nothing remarkable. The inha- 
bitants of this city are Turks, Mamelukes, Greeks, 
Syrians, Arabs, Copts, Moors, Jews, and Euro-' 
peans ; and their number has been estimated at 
three or four hundred thousand. In Cairo the. 
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^pferfSjiTr' and' prMrpfafity of itairtf jHif Irf^cnift* 
ti-OTtey- nith the rags aiTd nakedness of rt^n't}- 
*irl-<vhifet the excessive opnrerice of tTiosS wW 
teai-ntle amf airthoritj'iaconsMered-,- the disgust*" 
trig afid fngfitfut portrty df the far tfioti uprntf-' 
rbas' ckissrtiH ridt ftU td present itsClf to vieW*- 
It is the cdntrt of tlt(i trade of the HeS St* irtfh* 
Alesail^s ami Hbiftla-. 

* .AlCTcandm hfts" nothirt'g ISS dF iW atoc'iettf 
gt^idenr' add mi^ificeme:- Rostrtta: ia drte ti^ 
rtid rtiOst consideryble afid- pteasarit towns <# 
Egy^i attri brfng tli^ coriimercM dieposiforf' 
BfiWeeii Cairo ^H jWe'jMHklria,- (frfTnsc^ li^ 
ftrotiM, afl^ ^Aldtoc^. SMfc, 'n^ic^ Mtitftif 
out the extremity of that line of commerce esv 
&ndtri^ fii5f¥i ffi^ hMtoih of'thd It^d Sed to th« 
pints' of Ihfe Metlitei'rftnean't is'htrfa ^nfaUtoriiSV 
ahd fftdst lififevwilsbfy sitaafedt ijfti a- piirdKeif 
iH!d sa»»!y aoif, aWI destidtle of Wattr alid jSrew 
fiaionS"; 6\Ving; howtvef, to its com'tfiefte, Qliii 
pIiMe Hsufikreniiy *6W' pift^-idt* ABtiuV (** 
ftagufes frdfti file t<t#n a tte't* dfie'h' is giW tb btf 
mi); Whkh is ti6p{><iSiJd to be tR^ <!orfin)b«4!^nM^ 
Of Oife ^tiritil piSijetted nfcre tftaft «ncd by t«"tf 
RiiigS' of Eg^pt aha- ^e Hoftteft emilfiW-s,- iif 
AWei' to fbtm a jWkti6« wf (Re f»* rffiis*. JW-- 
ftiitUi i# B>uHt in- fht fdriH^ of S- eii^3c<^f, aittf 
Being flW depot betVPte"W F^pU and ajri^y pOS" ■ 
sttfS^tS' itifisideralile fi-aifc iiV tile pPoiWcfiOns- t4 
#(6se t«riSffieSj but ii;^ Euro|>e*ft doffinieVcg irf 

■ • rtr. Brtwn hifiwnis' (IB, IhhiBTiWehinEjVpt.pei'- 
fnnVi«d in 1793, ihM fitititat Smi, being dMinnn- ofi 

viiiiing the eastern pim of the cinal ctit by Adfjui; 
whicK eKteniled from Birkei-es-Sfteid to Suei.hS requert- 
MhU guides (o aeebnitiiiny hitft lliitner, v.iiii[\ they rt- 
JniseitrbmAiiyiffiratedftett mxfKvof tiiidcMa>^ttll6e' ' 
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trifling and unimpbitaht. Its inhabitants amount 
to about eighty thousand. 

- The Coptick church consists of a patriarch, who 
is elected to his oflice at Cairo, and re»dea at 
Alesandria, of whtch he is metropolitan ; and 
of one hundred and forty bishops, his suffragans, 
in Egypt, Syria, Nubia, and Abyssinia. The 
whole Coptick clergy and laity are oppressed by 
the government, and labour under the greatest 
poverty, and the roost stubborn and deplorable 
ignorance. This church has all the hierarchical 
degrees found in that of Rome. It has embraced 
the doctrine of Eutychius, who taught that there 
xvas only one nature in Jesus Christ •. Several 
Jewish riles and ceremonies have been also adopt- 
ed by them, and they observe them with greater 
zeal and precision than the most essential parts 
of reli^on. Circumcision they consider as a 
matter of the greatest necessity ; and it is ex- 
tended to persons of both seses. Daptism is 
performed on the males at the end of forty days, 
and on the females at that of eighty days, after 
their birth. In this they adhere to the ordi- 
nances of Moses, which required that period of 
time for the purification of the mothers, who 
must assist at the ceremony. A celebrated doctor 
of the Romish church has proved, that they are 
truly orthodox in their faith, I'elative to the real 
presence and body of Christ in the saci-ament. 
They practise confession ; but instead of a pri- 
vate and particular detail of their sins, nothing 
more is required than a pubiick and general accu- 
sation of themselves ; after which they are ab- 

11 patriarch af 
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tKAvcd by the Vitihop or priciti Marriages ftM 
performed in the preseifce of the priest, aiti bjt 
his adtninhdralkio. These are ttot, however, in- 
Assoluble : divorce is 'practised amon^ thMQl 
Ktid even the womeiii a cuMJitn rttrely to be met 
with in these parts, timj sbc for a teparation fnmt 
thfeir husbands, which the pstriarch seldeitf re- 
fusts." The]r avr. mutb addicted t? fasting ; and 
have a Lent frhich cotmrlencea forty-five daj^ 
before Easter^ and eUiolher which begins for^- 
thfee days before Christmas ) besides many vi* 
Rils, on which abstinfirite aho is necessary. 
During these fasts, they eat neither flesh, fishj 
fowl, egK*, bmter, nor oil ; drink nothing but 
wattr ) talte only one tneai daily, a little before 
«uu-seti and oblige tiieir siclt, and childrtn.wlio 
have arrived at the age of ten years, to observe 
the same regulations. 

" These (the Greek monks}.have been succeed- 
ed by Copts, or natives of Egypt, who having 
embraced Christianity) have seen arise among 
thfcm some of those congregations to which men 
have agi-eed to give the epithet of religious, though 
most of I'hem are nothing but sinks of idleness 
.and viee. Here barbarism and stupid ignorance 
likewise took up their abode, perpetuating the 
memory of ancient anchoritesj who, imaginings 
themselves bom to be useless, retired in the prime 
of life to bury themselves from society in these 
remote solitudes. One Saint Macarius rendered 
himself particularly famous, so that his name was 
given to the desert, which the ancients had dis- 
tinguished by that of Nitria. 

" The present rc^denee of the Coptick Ceno- 
bites is called Za'idi el Bttrantout, and by the Arabs, 
Kaar Zdidi. It is an enclosure of My walK, 
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mtlitnl KIT upeittire } for we CMihet aAotil under 
that dsscri^tim » IhUe gnn, which is opened only 
Ma «t three dmes b ftit* Pcofde piing in or 
tumthtif out are haitud ap or kmred ddWH bf 
ftictartt Iff a hrse ropo ind s- pnHeyj The whnta 
«f the edifict h coRitntcied of soft eBlc&rewit ' •, 
Btoncsj Utertd of vhich c«nuin fenil Bhdts> 
Within the waUl there » a kind of smiH fbrtntM, 
SDrrowided with ditthe9« avrt Which ii a dmw. 
&fldg«t Ttf thia the ontikfe ntint if the Arate 
to/it theeuttr vtH 

" Seitice is pcrlbnned in Ahibiek rbi) iil mo* 
teht Cdpticki that is to sari in Qreek CoptkAf 
fof the nml Captick-, or thtf Im^tmge of the Phah 
i«ses« is lib tonger known to the proieAt Cnptt. 
The EV«|iel ia read iti Arabick, that all may uitdei«k 
tttmd It 1 Mid (h«Hgh their prajren ai^ HiH tH^ 
peated in modern Coptick, which is intelligible to 
tH0Bt t^ the lAonka, none of theM can B[>eak it, 
Ml 6f ihetn conrersing in AnUiick onlf> It ii 
ifnflOMlble, however^ to ^ve an idea erf the cob* 
ftlftien thtt prevails ih their services. Wheh I 
W&3 Bt the cohvent it had tWenty-tbr^ inbafai-' 
tents ih the whole. Tlfej all eat together in the 
t^ctcpt^, dne reading during the thne of ntealt 
Which is a< coarte as possitde. The wh«4eaf tbcir 
fiire consists In bread, or mther biiciritt tnadfe 
4ith the Sower of lentils and rkre boiled ur 
Mt and Water, without en^ soOce, rile cheese) 
and sometimes a little honey. Itm the most 
#9gust1ng to me Was the braokish and ill-tasted 
Water, which constitutes their mle beverage. 
"Their prBvisloois the produce of the ctdlections 
fhef niti^, and chiefly the alms of the wealthy 
Gopls at CaiK. Caravafia af camela bring them 
some two or three times a- year j and the Arabs 
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EuFfer it to pasa freely, becaaae they consider it as 
thsir own. In fact, those who roam the desert, 

- arecertamof finding in theiejCoptick iDonasteriea 
every thing necessacy for themselves and th^ 
horses. They have only to ring a little bell, the 

_ string of which hangs without, and as soon as 
they are rcconnoitered f^m the top of the wall> 
tlicy receive whatever they want •." 

The followers of the Greek church) are also very 
numerous in Egypt, but the Turks treat it with 
less favour than the Coptick. These two churches 
entertain a mortal hatred and aversion for each 
other, ever since the conquest of Egypt by the 
Turks ; and though the catholi^k misHonaries 
haye endeavoured to terminate their dissecitions, 
and to reconcile botli to the church of Rome, their 
attempts have been hitherto fiuitless, and without 
effecu 

The celebrated caravan of Mecca sets out 
from Cairo, where a great multitude of pilgrims 
assemble yearly from Turkey in Europe, Asia, 
and Africa. The object of this caravwi is com- 
merce, as well as devotion ; and it therefore re- 
turns home laden with tile richest productions 
of Persia and India. The number of those wlio 
compose thia cavalcade seldom amounts to less 
than forty thousand, and in times of peace, whm 
commerce is not obstructed, is frequently greater. 
They are generally escorted by some of the heat 
troops in Egypt, at the head of which is the emir 
hadgi, or prinee of the fiilgrimi. This pcraon is 
generally an opulent bey, appointed by the pacha 
to superintend and take charge oPthis devotional 
and commercial espeditioti ; and-wha, besides 
the troops already mentioned, maintains four 

• Sonaini'sTravelsin Upper and Lower Egypt. 
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t*d Mi tUt power AP HTe- tW^dbafh during fh'tf' 
joartwje. Tliti ctaran-tiif afrii^S-at SltfcWi' in iBe' 
[Jcfffod (rf cHti^ liHiidftfd-daf S-; ^ridi tlM pHgrims are 
d»dei> th« liecc^ity ef citrtfing |firo*49ieli9 wfth^ 
ti*e»t tti- Sff^fy tHctii- OR the mml Airing that' 
tiffiih The poof, Kotreve^, are aMk4e(t^ b^ the' 
tiOf. TWe (lepdrtare'ef tHcfTArdvanfreta Cairo if- 
ft»Ho«(Hl by festfval^ and it^eicingj ft i^joinetf 
off the Amd by Mnt^af Bm«lfe)< cMcV^, iHMntuel^ 
tftat^ pf^-AOaH^ to !«■ arHVrt at Mw;e%-it a' 
ttmualKuSe UttireiiKd- 16 ttMblritlf-orff^VrHmL* 
btav Wtf' RkM atWatf^ irttlititAedf tliM tHtm^ti' 
tlW <ml|^«Alffl^UK obJm-<<«f tftbs« ^(4«i)UAdertafc«> 

tlMjMrMf^ taltl'otfei'UpHMir'fkvotiaife attHtf 
totnb of Mahomet, yet many accotnpidsy Ehol 
pilgrMlk^ aTi^ jefn thtr cflttvan', for t^ sdte of 
cU^tn^dtFtHeii'oetfMMrotf wiSf greitltr sttfe^ 
TlieGe^t#o^d)f)er«Ffe claMes ef pefe^f howevetv 
iKMAllarifr 63-#eIf((*rft?*t*W) are, Bhtfteif «*- 
tlHtlrtK)fi|ot>lV#\l'itK ttW mietP Radgf ei> pH^M^ 
«Mtfh sewaw * a-p«)peyiihtne*-HttdeiMah»- . 
iHet, Hutf^- MWaphef->Mc) o(!C»^Ifs-tfl«« !«•• 
bfftMMM «ith piinicunn'reWrMceaildi majiedtb 
It i>r eA*i take ea«b« of tildY eA^'ynrg- tijti fiwt ' 
pIMe a« fitt fidbll^l^ cgretwa W ie B ,- Etttd of! beHtg- d*- 

ificMf, HAflcfr i» a»' odAHMIt' )H j4fM«a- M iit 
AOia' 

T^ ptogM fVctjuentlf TtMke^ <lrea()<M' tiHveck' ' 
irt Egypt* K apptfat^ every spring, and ismoaC' 
TtelCnt *rtd dtstrecthe drionlj; tUc nwrtthB- tfP 
FAfflary, M*th^ ami Aprii ) bui in M^y *t ge- 
iMMHy dBUppemi^ Tarichi* and contradictory 
aeoourrts Jtave be«ft giWff of (he cause* efita- 
•xiMMi^ Mid- ^^p^HMce^ 1« is, h«\fevePr' 
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now generally afcreed, that Egypt is not the 
mother of the plague ; but that it is carried thir 
ther from other countries ; and it is believed, 
that friction of the bodies of persons exposed 
to "that disease, with lukewarm oil of olives, is 
not only a preservative against, but an eEScacious 
means of removing, that malady. The cause 
of its disappeanng in May or June, is the great 
heat which then exists ; but as dews fall in 
great profusion duting the night at that time, 
the superstitious inhabitants, Copts as well as 
Turks, consider the eflect as the cause, and on 
the first appearaikce of this dew pretend that it 
is a messenger from heaven, and their common 
proverb is, *' St. John is come, adieu to the 
plague I" 

■ The disorders af the eyes appear to be en- 
demical, and have been remarked ever since the 
days of Herodotus.' It would appear a sin- 
gular and astonishing circumstance to an Euro- 
Qean, to see almost every fourth person in Egypt 
blind of, one eye, or of both, or affected with 
an. inflammation of them. Such,' however, is 
tbe case ; and so common is the occurrence, 
t{iat the misfortune ^f the loss of sight is viewed 
with the greUest apathy and unconcern. But 
though this disease prevails to such an extent, 
it is rather surprising that no means have been 
made use of, either to prevent the disorder, or 
to moderate its violence^ They have, indeedi 
erected hospitals for the reception and main, 
tcnance of the blind, and in which they are pro-, 
tccted front want and indigence ; and Savary re- 
lates, that, in 1760, eight thousand of this un- 
fortunate class of people were provided with a- 
4ecent subsigtence in the great mosque at Cairo< 
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Various an<] numeroHS caoses ttt asslgne<l as 
the origin of this complaint, among which we 

may reckon the vapours exhaled from the stag- 
nant waters ; the nitrous quality of the soil ; the 

' reverberation of a scorching sun from the earth ; 

' the pestiCerous south wind; and the burning sand 
scattered in the atmosphere. 

Egypt having been freed from the power and 
dominion of the Romans, in the reign of He- 
radius became subject to the jurisdiction of the 
caliphs of Bagdad, or the caliphs of Abassides* 
Their authority, however, in that coun- ^ q 
. try, was inconsiderable, and of short du- £50.' 
ration. The commanders of the troops in- 
deed, to whom force and the right of war gave 
power, as a token that they intended to keep 
possession of the kin^om only by the con- 
sent of the Abasside caliphs, caused the names 
of the latter to be mentioned in the publick 
prayers, which might be considered as a con- 
fession and proof of subjection to their authority. 
About that time, however, there arose in Africa 
a rival caliphat under tlie name of the Fatemite ; 
the fourth prince of which, named Moezz, having 
subdued Egypt, transported thithar all his trea- 
sures, and even the ashes of his ancestors, in order 
to prove that he never intended to return to his 
otlier African possessions, and that this kingdom 
should become the seat of bis future residence. 

No sooner was Moezz installed in hra new dy- 
nasty, than he commanded the name of the ca- 
liph of B^dad to be erased from the prayers, 
and his own to be inserted in its stead. This de- 
prived the latter 'of the little influence and re- 
spect which he enjoyed in Egypt, but pro-* 
duced remonstrances on his part, which were 
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^W9};s i.neS$9tual and without bucccsi. TJte 
.pjagnificence of these, new calipfis is vety amcii 
extolled ;. it was suiteil to their ^;ast power and 
;iiiiHiense ricjies j and they erected the jno^t 

' .g*^"4 ^^'^ suoiptuons palaces, divan,. scragliO) 
iwosques, and other publick edifices ; being jnaifi 

, desirous of constructing new buildings, than 
.of preserving the old, which might have proved 
equally bonouTtible and advantageous to thein. 
'.TJteir. ministers and attendants were numerous; 
^nd the fumittire of their apartments in the city, 
or in the field, could not be surpassed for ri<;b- 
ness. These princes not only Ehoweii themselves 
to the people during splendid ceremonies, but 
^appeiircd diuly in publick, to hear co^nplaints 
^and to administer justice. After the time pf 
Jt^cezz, the ceremony of taking possession of 
the throiie was peifeimed with the greatest 
'.pomp and splendour. The cavalcade, w.hich 
■ consisted Of all tlie grandees, officers, and princi- 
pal subjects of the kingdom, proceeded through 

' ' streets' covered with rich carpels, strewed with 
.flowers and odoriferous plants, to the ^losqu^ 
where they offered up prayers and thanksgivings 
to .the Almighty, and the caliphs rendered, ho- 
mage for their crown to th^ Supreme Being. 
5"his being performed, they were attended wi(h 
the sEime pomp to the tomb of their ancestors, 
where they were reminded, in the most sinking 
manner, of the brevity of human life, and that 
every earthly possession is vain, mutable, and 
deceitful. This letter ceremony, if properjy 
and duly attended lo, was calculated to awaken 
the justest ideas of the w^kness and frailty of 
man : and was certainly e<|ually instructive with 
the custom ofjbyrniDg flax before the poppj. 
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- Itfoen *od Bt <he age of oiglrtf -fiw, after A 
4^gn df twwity-one years in Africa, and of fiirtf 
mCarm, »f irtitch dtf he was the founder. H« 
m said to liave teen a prince of sin^lar justice 
ftnd moderation ; Mid his firtun and expknta 
fcare been extdlM by the celebrated Hani, a 
poet of Anbick cktraaion, who, upon somcdis- 
tontent or Hl-treatment, retracted what he had 
bfefore said in hia praise, and bitterly satirised 
Mm> Moezc ordered his body to be interred 
In the magnificent mosque at Cairo, Which he 
bad erected, and in wliich were deposited the re- 
Mcuns -of hia predecesaora. He had «ot that 
firm beKef in (he authenticity of his descent from 
Fatima by Ati, with which he wislied and en- 
deatouped to inspire others ; bHt it was evidently 
his design to avOid all disputes^ and every e:^ 
^lUKttioni on that doubEful subject. We arft 
told, that bring one day at the head of his troops, 
tohom he Was reviewing, he was accosted by « 
^VBte individual, perhaps an Abasside in di»- 
^ise, with a design of disconcerting him, and 
asked of what race and family he was descended. 
T-o this interrogatiMi Moezz readily, and with 
unconccm.rcplied, by pointing to the troops ani 
to the flword which Ire held in his hand, and say- 
ing," These are my rijreandmy genealogy." 

Mtv:^ was succeeded by his son Aaiz, ^ q 
rtw being offly twcnty-one years of age 93^. 
at l%e<lme oi his accession, deputed the 
■whole condact -of the government to Joafat, 
ilia Other's esperiencod and fiivourite generot. 
This prince married a christian woman ; he had 
a person of that profession for his secretary, and 
his licaauTer was a Jew ; both the latter, however, 
were vAerwardb liiscarded an'd stripped of tiicir 

Vol. Xni. Q 
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weshb, in consequence of the compltunu ex- 
hibiled af^nst them. The government of Ata 
waa mild and humane, and procured him uiu< 
renal affection ; but the ascellent qualities of 
which be was possessed were probably the cause 
of those troubles which broke out in his court 
He carried on many wars, in which he was not 
always successful ; but he never appeared in 
person at the head of bis armies. Jaafar, the - 
conquers of £f:ypt, a second Belisariusi to 
whom, after his sucsession to the caliphat, Ans 
had for some time delegated the coDcems of go- 
vemmcut, on account oi his bad fortune iti Syri* 
was disgraced and deptired of his riches, and died 
in poverty. Notwithstanding the defeat of hit 
armies in Syria, Aziz was meditating a fresh ex- 
pedition against the GreekS) when he suddenly 
died in the forty-third year of his age, after a 
reign of twenty-(»)e years and five months. The 
Musaulmen in general represeot him as a prince 
of an excellent disposition, great justice, raodoH- 
tion, and affection for his people ; but tbey dn 
assert, that be too much lavoured the Christinn 
and JewS) whom he permitted to insult and op- 
press his Mahometan subjects. 

Aziz was succeeded in the caliphat by bis son 
^ Q Alakcm, whom during his minority, be 
97g. ' being then only eleven yean of age, the 
dying &kther tud committed to the cats 
and superintendance of a minister of great expe- 
rience and a^roved integrity. The first re- 
markable event of his reign was a dangerous iit- 
■Eurrection which broke out in bis dominituis, un- 
der the conduct of an obscure watercairiei^ 
though descended, or at least pretendu^ to be 
descended, from Hesham, of the tiouK of On- 
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nifkh. This penon begtn his cnterpriw bf 
4Tying aloud among the zealous Muuulmen for a 
reformation of life and muinen ; and) t^ a more 
tean ordinary ostentation of sanctit^t he in- 
ihiced such nambera of them to fidlow htm, that 
he soon saw himself at the head of a consider^ 
able and powerfiil annjr. He had made him- 
•elf master of Upper ^ypt, and defeated the 
fercca which had been sent af^st bimi befiK« 
Alakcm, who bad hitherto despised the insnr* 
gents and their contemptible leader, thought it 
necessary to collect the best of his troops front 
every part of fab doroinioos, and to atttck the 
enemy with a brave and numerous army. The 
contest was for a long time obstinate and doubt- 
lul ; but the inaur)(Bats were defeated, and their 
kadcr was taken prisooer and put to death ; upon 
which the revolt ceased, and tianipuUity wu re< 
.stored. 

:- ' AlakeBi, at lei^th, became quite insaiit, and 
•issued out the moat preposterous edicts. * In par- 
ticular, he entertained an extreme averuon for 
women, whom he not only prohibited from quit- 
ling their houses, tiut even, if possible, from 
UHng their feet, by commanding that no shoes 
riiould be made for them. He also enjcMned, 
that whatever necessaries were bought ftu- their 
QSe should he reached in at the door half 
optiied, upon a ibric or pallet ; and ttie women 
snre to receive them unseen, with their bands 
folded in the long sleeves of Uieir gartnents. 
At last, fancying himself a god, be commanded 
that he should be worshipped as the great cre- 
.'stor of the universe. This decree justly alarmed 
jthe sealous aad faithhil Mussulmen,. who became 
.a|iprcheaare that be intended to abolish Mafao- 
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mctviiami snd to introduce tua own ndigioat le^ 
j^ltftc with abalirtl, impious, and liceodous te^- 
sets and precepta. The tyniiB^ of Uw ca1^i« 
however^ waa punished by a waman ; he baine 
wurdefcd at tlu insttgstj<m of fail liqteri wboi ift 
erder to tvtwt all autptcion »( Uiog aoc^uary 
t» his dUth, itabbcd the atHaesiw vritb h»awi> 
haad. Thus iiell tbtt ^sane aad Hntnwa eow«- 
men, i^nreKretMcl by tite world, end M>hwml 
aai deleaaed fay bit own aobjects. 
. T«hR% lua aoH, ma <mly mvcd rcNDofags 
vhm faradaimed ca^h of Egypt m^i Symi 
■od hia aunt dwing- iia n'tiifKity^, imk vpa^ 
Iwreelf the kkbikt of Ibe ivnt lungdonut- Tin 
afaieoiity of kU reigin hu fttrafebe^ htatvj tntlk 
■otliiDg more m^ecting liim wovthf of so^Cfil 
ihsa that he w«i a vtsc «Bd prudttnt pnnoe, r 
kmrer ef pofitrV) and a. satkiDg and petfbct wAr 
trast to hia Tathcr. 

Ta^r Was suc<^nlrd in the csUpthftt bf liis 
MR MoftuanMi', a pinee of extraordirwry aagih 
cjtj' and prtfdencei erf great swikratioDt B»d 
who, bjr his mild and humime garemniBntt ^r 
quired the cN^em- and affection of hi« wbjociSt 
During hia reign happened a most gri«TDus fiir 
. ^ ^ mine thraughout Egrpt and Syria i insor 
IMG. much that catB, dog^s, and bofwa> nsr« 
Mild fijr £3od.at «Dorn|oin pHc«si aR« 
tbonaan^ ■ of itz i:i5bic:;t; cf Cain perMuT:^ 
Amidst tha exucpoe misery of the people, the 
cUipb cjihiljited the nuHt ncmpiary iostaocea - 
df cJtaritf and goncroaity towards hia subjects j 
and) to supplf their necetstties, ha not onlf 
dispoaed of all tlie money, jewels^ and other 
things of ralue, with wliicb his predccmorv had 
«(iricbeil the tnyal treaauiy, but likcirisG ^Id 
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all the costif fumitare oF his [uIbc«' and k- 
raglios. A destructive pestilence) which nnme£< 
atelf followed the famine, tended to complete 
the misery of this unhappy kingdom ; and its ca- 
lamities and desolate condition encouraged Ha- 
san to make an invasion, at the head of a nume- 
rous army of Turks/ Afler besieging, the caliph 
in his palace, the merciless invaders plundered 
and laid waste all the parts of I^wer E^pt, and 
inflicted the most horrid cruelties on the wretch- 
ed inhabitants. Towards the end of his reign, 
M<Mistanzer committed the care and government 
of Egypt to a favourite minister, and retained lit- 
tle more than a nominal power. Haring a taste 
lor poetry, he employed his time principally in 
reading and composing some poetical works ; and 
died in the 60th year of his reign. 

The g^nd-rizier espousing the interests of 
Mostali) the younger son of the late ca- ^ q 
liph, ^^inst those of his brother, had tly 1095.* 
address to cause him to be proclaimed, 
and acknowledged by all the grandees of the 
court and army, as the lawful successor to the 
caliphat. Nezar, the elder brother of Mostali, 
fled, with his friends, to Alexandria, where he 
endeavoured to counteract the designs of his 
enemies, and to maintain his just title. The 
grand-vizier, however, sotm com[)eIled Nezar to 
surrender himself at discretion, whose life he 
Aot only spared, but also prociiA^ him the for- 
giveness and reconciliation of the caliph. But 
this clemency was of sliort duration, and had 
link effect on the temper and disposition of Ne- 
zar, who, being detected in a second conspiracy 
against the government, was thrown into irons, 
and condemned to be starred to death in t dtin- 
Q2 
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gcob, TIm ' moit rclnarinMe eve^ Airiag- tilr 
Dfe of this caJiph wu tfa« retaking the city <il 
JcRnalem from the tVaidis or cruudera, utd 
the imtncRW phinder which Afttal, hia ^nerab 
brought rrom thence. Moutali died in tbc 
eighth feat of hia re^n. 

Uis nn tutd •uccesaois Amer, thoufh Kt thM 
j^ Q time aaly fin jrean of >l^> w>a, imniC^ 
lioi. "^7 ■'^'^^ >J>e death of bi> bther, pro- 
claimed caliph, tind tnveited with tiie au*' 
^hority. The tender age of Amt:r encouraged hit 
uncle t& attempt to dethrone hioir and to luurp 
the c^iphak With that intention he tvpftircd to 
Alexauidria, which wm then coaimanded by b 
slave JKtonginfj; to the giwnd-viaer, who, bf 
meaiis of promiaea and rewards, permitted hun 
to be proclaimed caUph in that t^ty. Aidal, 
who 'governed tiie liingdoni during tite minority 
of Amer, was no 'sooner e^riBed of this revolt) 
than he^KTched an army to beiiege the castie 
of Alexandrist which in a little time he reduced* 
and compefled the tnitora to surrender at diecre* 
lion. The gnmd-vizier trUtraed in triumph ta 
Cairo, and contiDued to conduct the affairs of tb« 
lungdom wiUt suoh TnodenUion and prudence, 
thn ha acffuired the affection and esteem of all 
Uie Egyptians ; and the caliph, by his mcMMr 
and during his regency, enjoyed a psaceable, 
happy, and prosperous reign. Afdtd, however, 
was very til rewanled (or tfae aerrices lie rendered 
to Amer and to the state ; being afterwards dts- 
graced by the prince, and expoacd to the most- . 
^gnominsouB treatment- Amer, we are (Old, w«3' 
a ctwit pioud diasombler; Kbandoiied to de-> 
bauchery, addicWd to ^aoiisg, and destitute ^f- 
all pdipoo. In other respects, he is rcfretentcd, 



n, COO^^IC 



..BCIVT. 173 

«s bamg'becB pc«9e*s«d'of the trt <^ goTeni> 
toKi fond of tbe kciqncea, and e prioc^ of m 
&)«iDnuil»rabl« leaming and atulicie*. He wa*, 
At length) flWMginaicd by tionw mercenary 
wretche*, whom tLe disauUeoted granclees w 
the kiDgdgm hired for that puippie. 

The widow of Amcr, whom he had Ic& pregp 
D>ntat his death, b^ic^ delivered ofa^aughtcfi 
Hafed, the gr«adso»of Alonstaszcr, w^a j^ q 
pivciaimed and acknowledged lawlul uie- ]i3& 
cessor to the caliphat. This prince was 
.BD sooner seated on tbc throoe, than he ap- 
pointed Bahrain lo be bis ^jcuid^vuicr^ a pet&pn 
of noble extraction, and of great merit ^xxl in* 
t^grit;. Under bia govenuiu;iK, the Christianft 
were very >nMdi layoured, and adranced to Ibe 
molt coniiderable and .lucrative place* of the 
fifmy and the Uate ; insomuch that the jealousy 
af the iVtuRHiIniei) T3S thereby f^ted, end a tu- 
tnuU eRMied> Redvan, the rival of the grand' 
l4»er, varcbcd to the £atcs of the paHect at tb« 
iiead of a body of troops, who were armed tvltih 
lances to -which cc^iea «f thp XoniB «i:ne af- 
glted. Upon iltii fiabram reipaved with th« 
t:«8t of hia Armenian soUicri into Upper Egypt i 
hut finding his aflidrB in aome iDeasuFe idnpcr 
Wtt he retired into a jnonaateiT, yhere he soot) 
after took tiif .nonlusb ha^. Bedvfui dcr 
Mroyed a great pwi ofCjiro, and plundered thf 
houiw and churcbos of the Cbrtitiaos, whom 
be compelled U> vear a puticular garb, as a 
mark of diuinciion and reproach. In abort, ije 
acted with such xlespotick and uncontniled au- 
thorial that the calipb, who had hithcRo been 
only a spectator of the cauae3 and cooaetjucncei 
of tlwcifi) warj ironically be$tpwed on him Ut« 
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appellation of ting t^ Egiffa. H&fedt however, 
in order to heal the distentions vhich preTuledt 
thought it necessary to deprive the tyrannical 
Kedvan of his dignities and authonty, to confine 
him to his own palace, and not to suffer him for 
the fiiture to interfere in the affairs and con- 
cerns of government': from that time he ruled 
without the assistance of a vizier ; and he es- 
tablished an equilibrium between the Christian 
and Mahometan religions, by employing ahle 
and upright men of both persuasions. 

But the contest which was liegun under Kafedj 
by the asinrers to the office of vizier, was, to the 
great detritnent of the authority of the caliph^ 
j^ jj- continued during the reign of Dhaaer 
1151,' and his successors j and may he consi- 
dered as a principal cause of the revolu- 
tion which was afterwards effected in £gypt. 
Dhaaer was murdered by Abbas, his nzier, in 
order, as it was pretended, to avenge an injury 
rendered him by the caliph, but in reality that 
he might govern more ariiitrarily in the name of 
Alsayez, the son of Dhaser, an infant. The 
morning after the murder, Abbas repaired to 
the palace of the caliph, and after many pre- 
tended inquiries respecting Dhaser, accused two 
of his brothers and some other relations as prin- 
cipals or accomplices in tl)c murder, and com- 
manded them to be put to death. 

The mock pageantry of royalty, however, 
j^ jj with which the young Alsayez was now 
1154. invested, could not prevent hrm from be- 
ing stnick with horror and dread at the 
sight "of his uncles and relatives, whom the vi- 
lier had unjustly condemned to death j end his 
senses thei-eby became disordered. Tbe damour 
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and clweontont of the pccpl^ oeoasioaed by the- 
[wTfidiaua cenduct ukI tfveaay ef Abbas^ won 
liecatac muversol throughout the kingdom; aad ' 
the viater Nul hit bou pnutely coaTttyed themr. 
ulves w>d tbrir njjth inlo S^iik, utended h^r 
an Mcdrt of UlMpB, The sister oi th« late b** 
&pfa, hofterar, ^i^lM to the Fnnkv vho wrk 
At thai (Jme In poaseuion ef the vktj of Aacakni; 
^sd bf Biwts. of inreij^Kt and pmwsei engaged 
thiem tv »|i|]t<«bend thMC'. TouHitnnk Apcord* 
isgljr A iMdr ef traep^ mis stnt M inlovccpt 
tbom, Mtfl. a Uoodp ajul otomaJe Wsttgcoesk 
Msuodt. in wtufili AMm >nis. sltuji and hw xm 
tdKtlj pHMWOh NbhT was CMldutttBil <a CsoDi 
where kii explfttad tt?-. hi« wStrintra tlte criwoa 
VhI t)ce» of bis foli>tf t»l bivsolf. Hia right 
buid was cfu*h»& in s^ tb-evid&i) BjaUMf i tlw 
flesh was torn off bis bones with hot pincera ) oaA 
it tbta cQuUttQi) be. Vsft BUl^ to ft gi^t lUi:he 
vfts itudi whtift Ima bndf vn bunwd i« wkeib 
iM^ywa di^ not i»i)|i awriw tb^ l(t». if |iil 
ttttwb aRd ^& iefWIilCn tA «be «»i(|>)^aut>vt^ dt«^ 
io tfaq dciieMh ]w>i> nf bis it(f», U«#r th^ two 
i«at cibphf Uw eniMfliirs. wcrft mocm^ul ia 

,, IV AJsayna aucQKdsi] Al A'Mt hia gruwH 
' tmclft, and ibn dsv^th and latt ealiph «£ 
Uml fiMily of tbe Fklenuttis., l>uiiti^ the ^'g?' 
rrl^R of this. {uiiKQi . i» suDuch bihI ci%t ": 

cer' of . ' njMitr, who 7:::^ s^4 BtUYter. baviiiv 
eaaupbtioed gf Bome iU treatment whicifa Iw had 
rcoeiTed front a son eithe tiaior^ sistec, nuned 
flaaao, net nitit no other reccptioli than ukw 
tetnpt anil inuilti Haaao alsoi ia order to mcfT 
tfif btm the more, prciented him with a box, in 
vhich. was anclos^ ooc of those acaurgef usac) 
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in pumabiog slaves ; and si^ified to him,' Uutt 
if he persisted in hU complaint, h« would draw 
upon hiniBeir greater injunes than those he had 
hitherto received. Shawer, fired with resent- 
ment at the haughty and oppressive conduct of- 
Hazen and his uncle, retired with his frienda 
and adherents towards Alexandria, where he as-' 
sembled a numerous and powerful body of 
ft>rces* He was also joined by vast numbers (rf 
Arabs, who repaired to his standard From all the 
western parts of Egypt, and in a little time he. 
■aw himself at the head of an army often thou- 
■and horse. With these troops he matched inw 
mediately into the lands and territories of th»- 
mier, which he nragcd and laid waste with- 
out opposition, and, advanci^ towards Cairof 
du^otencd that dty and the court with fir&aad 
tword. 

In this ex^ency of affurs tha visier thought 
of nothing but saving himself and his family by 
flight, and of conveying his immense wealth to 
some [dace of security. The new caliph and ht7 
court, no less alarm^ at the progress and suc- 
cess of the one, than at the cowudly and igno* 
minious flight of the other, were utteriy at a loss 
what course to pursue. To prevent, however, 
all future dissention and disturbance, Al Aded 
appointed Shawer to the vizierahip, which had 
been abdicated by the fiigitive Aruk. - • 

Sliatver-had r.at been long in possession of hia 
new (^ice, when another antagwiist,' much more 
powerful and formiddile than the former, en- 
tered the lists aguBst him ; and who, in the end, 
proved alike &ital to tlie vizier and to the Fate- 
mite dynasty. This was Daigan, one of tba 
principal oSoxrs of the army, who, in oider t» 
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Obtain the vizienhip, raisetV a numerous bod^ of 
troops, engaged and defe^ed Shawer in an ob- 
Mmate and Moody beetle, in which hia son was 
staini and himself oblig;ed to leave the kingdom 
and to seek his safetr by flight. Shawerfied into 
Syria, where he implored the protection and aid 
of Nnroddin, emip of Damascus, to whom he 
promised onfr4hird of the annual reVenue oC 
Egypt, if he would assist him with his whole 
fiunce, in recorering possessicm of bis oSke and 
dignity. Nurad<fin, whose grief and indigna- 
tion were excited by the progress and success of 
tfK Franks in that countr7> readily promised his 
Mpport. 

■ In tltb mean timet Sai^an, (earing that he 
should be attandoned, not only deprived those 
•fliews of their employments whom he believed . 
to be in the interests of his rival, but caused 
many of them (o be massacred, which weakened 
the kingdom conuderably, and laid it open to 
foreign invasion. But notwithstanding these 
bloody and cruel persecutions, Dargan fell a sa- 
crifice to the power of Nuroddin, who sent a body 
«f troops under the command of Asadoddin, 
to re.establish Shawer in the viziership. Shawer, 
however, was so far from performing his engage- 
ments to Nuroddin, and reimbursing him the 
expenses of this expedition, that after sereral 
-vain and illusory promises, he positively refused 
to pay any thing. This conduct of the vizier, 
which was no less impolitick than ungrateful and 
unjust, inflamed the resentment of Asadodclin, 
wlio immediately turned his arms against Shaw- 
er, and, by way of reprisal, seized Pelusium and ' 
several other districts, 
t The vizier, who was not in ft condition to ob- 
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Mnrtit br '0||i«k tke progreflii of tht tony nf 
AaadcxUiiv wfaik tbe Cnisaders were «htaiailig 
ne« ccnquCats H) ofiiiier ^hIs <kf Egygt, cUered 
iiU* a BegtKiatiM -of peoM with the latter. In 
consequence «( tbta tNatf, thi; Franks iumiabed 
Mm with a powerfsl rciflibraemcnt (if tivofMi 
ipjch which he suntxindtd As^dot&lin) who -af 
rourte wMiId hRT« beea i>blig«d to auircnderir or 
to p«aiah with h'n vtoUavatf hy fanmne, hod not 
iiJuroddte seammjily iMei^oaetl in his buhi^. 
'The emir of Dttmasuia, Who hkd iut\y obotined 
Wine i^rtat advunu^ e>/ef the Franks in Syiia, 
waa no sgoner apprised ei hU general's distreaq, 
un<l of the treachery and ingratitude of.ihaweft 
ihaahc eirfereS inte a Htsif, hf whiclP he ob- 
lainod tlie iB'ee rdeaae of AKadadtlin, who 1dih»c>- 
IHatcIy departed from E^j/b, withoU o^pwb- 

Shawer, howcvcp, had still auflictent. ivason t(t 
itread tkc r»cdtfnent and vcr^aance of tlie grattt 
and virtuiius Nuimidin, wl)o having soqn after 
' subdued the greatest part of S)>ria and Mesw- 
■potaniia, had it is his power to inflict a neU- 
■mctited ^inishinent on the viiier for his um;fat4' 
fa\ and perBdious conduct^ and for the tr«iU.]r 
which he had conchided with the oivsaders. Ao- 
cordingly we ai« told lliat, in a ahoit^ spoc* of 
time, hiBgenciikl.ABaclDddin r-etiimed intu £gyj>t> 
at the head of a numerous tuid |jOwei-ful ursty, 

, • It is observalilf, ihal in all the wars anil eomcsla 
which took jilace in Eg>pt during the reign of AI Aded, 
this caliph a|ipcan to have been neutral and altogethrr 
inictire. ihaugh these hostiliiiti were uodsnatien and 
canted on i n-his dominions, anU for hii pmieuioiia b. 
it therefore evident, that the viziers were by this lime 
liecome lo powerful and despotick, ihat'ihe caliphi were 
deprived of their civil power, and letaincd 01% rtie'sha- 
ilow of authoriij". 
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)|Mcfi.lt»aaterad withatit appatiiian. SdaiAn, ' 
■w Wftbtm «f Amddddini iiw> aaamptXHtA 
kifn iB' Ah wtpo^on, which ma iMtaided h 
■reil>ta tnpti the FnnlEi out ofthat crantrx, m 
to fwmh ttw *iamr. tUtamr hvriit|- mittred 
flciBferccnUBts «f traaps fi«m ttae dinatlm, «n< 
gsgait Ibc cDBHir wkhtbe grokbeU bmrEry, MmJ^ 
tvihh ImimtKlB Udconfedentei, «u tWaH^ dr* 
4«Mid* llus' TiclMT of the SyriniB eondiioed 
to the Mductka oTthii vrt aa Mt pott tif AtexaRk 
4ra^'Whieh Asadoddtn sDon«A»r bsafe^, and 
IMide bkiiMif muter uf. Leaving the cettirtiatKl 
vftbKtck^ tO'hw ne^Hnr-Sotadht, he manetMi 
1b» vnf toMtard* U^fer E^pt, brut bring in- 
jhnMtBdnkmt tbe Franki hsd hracUcd that p)aw 
lAcr bis d^MroiK^ Jw Mtamwt^wittt the design 
«f iliiaiiig tbe aege. He ifaa^ tlenrettis pro. 

' x^ed-ontoad)aciibeatRat>r^ ^wMch he agnin 
RdHgTHdhis'ix)ti({ue^ ia E^yptj ind ootMnte^ 
•o withdMw hifl iro6fi« imni that cmitttry, in 
ffimMderatiai bf » KipuliMed nitn otiaanef «6 
be paid Unit bcaidesthe expctues of tlie cxpe(l)> 
iion> Aoconfingly, AJexniMa wu evncuMe^ 
ii^ tiM Syrians, and' AenMcKn Ittt back bit 
4nw | » , gpmAf makciied by McktieH and &- 
itgue^ 

No sMuer were the Syrians nstired, thm tbe 
-fiuAlpM inier coaotttded another ti«ety ^-^ 
sritli ^e Frankt) tbe main pw^ipit of lie/l 
which was, that they should conjointly 
iBMde tlie terliiofieB af Nurodditi, who, as he 
WW atthtt tiane eraiftafisi in c[ue!Iit>g an inatR^ 
-incticni wUeh: had arisen in' seiDO' pavt of his 
^tntnian^ woidd be utterly unable to send any 
fbt«e« into. Egypt. Tlus treaty greatly ahirmed 

.Aqd exB^eiated the eioir {if ^atnoKut, vH- 
VtM,. XIII. R 
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detertatned bt smpeod Ibr a time his <AMr oon- 
qoests, and to employ Ute whole of his stnngth 
in the tedoctioD of Egypt, and the puniabmcnt 
(rfthe visier. With this rescdutlon, he sent ■* 
powerfol vmy the next year, which fin* a loKg 
titae be^eged one of the Btrcmgest fortresses in 
titM kingdom, but without effect ; insomuch 
Ihst Niuoddin, in ofder to obtun' posaeasion of 
this cattle, was under the necesaty of deliveriog 
up the city of Sarif and its dependencieB. 

In the mean tinte the Franks, who had ^m- < 
oiiriy reduced BelbeJs, or Pehisium, and had 
muit « coAudenble pn^nu in* Egypt aUd 
other kmgdoms, by means of the ilisscntions 
wti^h existed among the Mahometm ^riDcest 
Erected tlmr matx^ toward Cairo, which wu 
in the utmost con&iBion oa account < of its inter- 
nal divirioas, and uueriy incapaUe of defence. 
Sh&wer percdving the error be had committedi 
in concluding a treaty with the crusaders, who 
used friend utd foe alike, ap|died to Nuroddin 
in die most pressing masRcr, and infonned him, 
that utdesa he would asust him with a powerlUl 
reinforcement of Syrian troops, Egypt and its 
mhatnlants would certainljL become the posses- 
sion of the Christians. This seas(»iable request 
was extieme])' pleasing to the eipirof Datnascus, 
who wished fornoUiing so much as an opportu- 
nity of cmqueiing Egypt and expelling the 
Franks. 

Nuroddin, therefore, immediately ditpalcbed 
an arnoy of sixty thousand horae, under tfia 
command of Asadoddin, to endeavour to raise 
the siege of Cairo, which waa then inrested by 
. the Chrtadans. Theviaer, hovever, notknow- 
^g of the approftch. of the iMaJiom«tan trofips, . • 
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Md feiding U impouiUc to bold out for uir 
length of time tgnnat the beaiegnnt bad agtin 
Ksoune to treaties and prontiMif and by ib««i>1 
:of me hundred tboaund dinan, and an agree- 
ment to pay a much larger Hua aftervarda, pr»- 
vaiied on the Franlu' to retire- 
. Asadoddin having arrived at that rapitali wai 
teoeired with aU the ootwud Tomka of hoBOvr 
and gratitude. The viaici> bowaver, intMided to 
Ktze the peracMM of the general and hia nephtw 
Saladin, at anentertrinnMntin hiBowBpalacCi to 
iriiich be had mvHad.thon. But tiie deaigM of 
Mawer being made known to Aaadoddia, be had 
- blm aecured. When the caliph ww iaibnDed of 
Aetreacher^ and confotement of the vizier, he 
tdi^tchedaneof htanuniatentotbaSynan ge- 
^tiernl to Exculpate huoaelf from the MSlMetaQ of 
tt^tg privy to the crime, and to request the bti> 
. tor's he«], which was Knt him on the pdnt of 
a. )ance. The 'weak Al Aded apptMnted Am- 
' tfoddin grand-vlner, who made hia publtck entry 
into the metK^Ui, arrayed ki the inalgnia of bia 
Hew office and dignity. His administration, how- 
ever, was of short duration : he died two months 
after his iostallation, in consequence of a dc- 
: 'bauch. 

•■■- His nephew Saladin, who succeeded hira in 

fbeviderBhip, is celebrated in history lor his 

▼irtues and victories. Many, however, of the 

grandees and principal persons inthe kingdom 

were greatly dissatisfied with his appomtment to 

■ ttie vacant ollice, and at first refused ts receive 

or obey his orders ; but by his addms and gene- 

' rority he soon cimciliated the afiectJons of the 

peo[^. Saladin fi>und it necessary to persuade 

• - Nuroddhi, that notwithatanding the higb degree 
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«f jtowfT to v^wii he bad aUwtiecV be WM «i$ 
the subject of the eoiH^ of tlamasQus ; wid Nu,- 
jroddift exwt^ Miat subniMsHHi from hinit and 
itsMally stiM Uc» Uie.gsacral ai lus fpncw is 
£^P^ T)^. qwUial karmony «ool,^tiu(e<I (« 
incrcAse ihe ciedii, wid lulboillf of ^4»^ 
y/bHn the tnivxr ^ tlw cali^ bvuinie gro^liHrliy 
A.D. HcaJiCi*. ThcF)i«li5.»»kiilg8n,attetfli^ 
Mia. «S PAini«Um. besi«(^ au pan Sor sooaQ 
tUnej aiumuGciKomat^iiceb^ing reportr 
«fl to Nu^-«ddin* h«,c»uav«l » po))tei'fuI cli^erstM 
>9 Ik iWMe Jit Ihdr ^riw l^riter^, axi4 fbcnr 
by cgmpclkil ^bwvtq^ntiee.lhe sw^, anii man::^ 

t^ OfttWHi^UB' iQoit «iter cwiraan^ad SaJi^Ua tf 
4t>]MH>w)«^ the AUuidR,44<|>fa of S^^iMV f>wj 
W cKiue to,;bc *rwed fto» the pra^erK lltc •»ni^ 
.of AI.Add. ^aladiit BtpDOgly runionUi^led ^iij^ 
JJuroddin.-'Ki .the danger and impropiitty oi" m^ 
jjp-oat au innovation i n^kwitiwUntJini- wl^cimli^ 
iicxt year Ue received sucti exprcE» orders frwtf 
theet&ii^ QalbetubieGt,Uuit he dursf not disobey j 
sjul prayers were preftvred £6r tht: caliiiljofQ^ 
(lad iu the.tsiosijucf oCCaito. It is i)ot Itnowf 
wljetJiei' A] Aded W8& alive when thi& chat^ 
look pl&ce, but it is certain he did not loiijf uuy 
Vive iC ' HU death van faUowcd by ibi; tottd ex* 
tlQcUon of tbie Fateuitc ealiphab aftei' it had auiv 
»uit(Ml ill AH'ica two hundred and &evcaty~oaf 
years t seventy of «hici> were spent inCaiixiai), 
wid the JxaL at Cair«>. 

No sooner was Saladin inlbrmed of the death 

^ n. of Al Adjsdi than be took g^osaessioD q{ 

l}yO% titcpatace^andoClbe immeoae tieas«ret 

caDtained ia it ; and aaccndiog the tlironf 

viCgypt* became tM« fgundec of toe Aa^ajjjl* 
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dynasty, whicli wu so denominated from the 
name of his &ther> Saladiii} thoug;h now ar- 
rived at the height of pover and greatncBS, was 
Oerertb^ss under the necessity of acting with 
much circumspection and pnideniW) boUi mth 
Jvspect to the jeakms Nuroddin and to the Egyp- 
tian Mahometans, who being Fi^nutes, could 
not be supposed easily to acquiesce in such a 
chbfige of goverament. The nairof Dam^cus, 
however, who had been offended at tlie neglect 
and refusa] of Saladin to comply ^th some of hie 
demands, and woa preparing a powerful arma- 
ment with {uU reMdutimi of invading Egypt, died 
tudd^ly, to the great joy of Saladin ^d of tl» 
Egyptians. 

Saladin, who was now freed from the s^re- 
henskms of so poweriiil an enemy, asuimed the , 
title of sultan or sovereign of ^ypt, and was 
acknowledged in that capacity. The zeal of the 
Egyptians, however, for the Fatemite descen- 
denta, was not entirely extinguished, and an in- 
surrection broke out against the new sultan, 
Which was headed by the goyemor of Upper 
Egypt. Tiiis revolt was followed by a despera^ 
rogagemeitt, in which great numbers of the in- 
(urgenls were slaJn, and the victorious general of 
Saladin returned in triumph to Cairo. About 
tin same time also, the sultan obtained very con- 
Btdendile advantages over the Christians, whilst 
thoy beueged the city of Alexandria with a nu- 
merous Sect and army, under the command of 
iWitliaiti the second, king of Sicily. He march* 
cd a powerful body of troops against them with 
such speed, that the unexpected aj^rooch of his 
ferces diffused a panick and surprise in the Chris- 
tian army ; and William found himself under 
R 3 
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Ae neCeaSitjr ™ tftWfclfjfiinp- Ki rarffp wtA (tic 
greatest precifM Wi«ft vnd ' cOTfusibni «iiii of tmk 
in^ hm mflMuy engtnea, stomi uwl tag^Rat to 
the poswrnioR of the enemy. The jmar MItnn 
tng, tK waastillTnoFe auecessm;. aftd tini0g> M^ 
dnccd the stroTi^ cttpftsf of HMmseM^ li« MMte 
hitnactr master of acrentf ofhsr mniAmlile toK^ 
t rgsac * and cMeS' ifi Sjnna 

Smhi after, however, 9tfBirifit uj i jiL fi tgHHJ ' t 
rcVcnie of ftrfone in' fhaK eBuntry, dwis^ vMbA 
period his Egyptbn suftjeCM w«»greW^ aldrtth- 
cd fit the sight of » powsrild ieet mmI afmnneiit 
of the Christians, wMch ttf^ittefi \n the R«4 
fleB,-and secmett to threaten- tk eitiwef MeecK 
find Medina wiUi instant destruction. The news 
of this eitpeditiein ms sooner reoclwd the -aky of 
• Cairoi tftan the Brotfter of S«9*ii, Wftw iMd 
been- appointed vic^rb^ of Egypt, during tbe ab- 
eence of tfte siritair, caused n fleet te be eqp}pp«d 
atidmaiHiedwith att possible dhpatthj ifce coMk- 
mand df which he bestowed «n Imb- govenrer rf 
marine, caSed Luitt, wte #as « breve m^ of- 
perjencerf oflteeti This conmisnder Vionctani 
Up with tfte enerriT-, and a dreadfof battle -MotcL 
diatclf eHsned, in whiefc ho* sidCB tst^flst wM 
the greatest obstinacy atid bnwery. The *» 
gngcmeift, hdvever, at Ter^h tenninated in- fa^ 
Vour »f tttc Mahometans, wh» stink marvf of (h« 
enemy's ships, made a, terrftb-slaHghtWof fh« 
Christiana, and took a ^reat miinhep of prison^ 
ers, air of whom were imirrcdtawty pttCtodeaHh 
This contest proved extremely fatal to ifte Pranks, 
who fiever ventured a snrdT&i attempt, and tft* 
Egyptian viceroy and admirrf obftiined immot^ 
tal praise among the Mahometans^ not onlf fM 
their Bcnonable atfaclt of the enemy, DM evMi 
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^tteiib«tarou4«id iBlwnaivtKMnMiitoCtlM 

TIm rd«R «£ Sblk^ ha» boen rmdeved b. 
MOW ior the hi ihify gC Europf, ynncifslil^ I9 

finnw Kslntcting Im vwlikit «x^its, uid tbow 
■f Dw Snltal* of S^^t*^ dwing that repoi. H« 

ibuniler of Ub mhv nMuwDhy* s* h« kft it in r 
iDore flvunskhg- MMditiDBy *haA it cm iite>< 

Us died St DubaocBs in th* titwtj- ^igg. . 
<B«ttii jreiis «f bi> rng> ; mi4 (ub dmkOt, 
wkaat it ffllwl tke MahMnetas^ w^ iaexpMosibl* 
sorrow, excited real joy in the ninda of Cbiwr 
tiMu^ M wbon h»h«4 klvays twuvan irwcpii* 
abMe MwwTy ami ftdmdfiil sawriti*. 

AlAfW, tlwthleKswDf-Silftdim wIk>6Uc* 
ceededMa feli»rin (b» kiogdon* waa o£»veij 
flffDuke cbvaeUv aal-tenapeiv and poaawsed <rf' 
n* vlrtiKa wlncb «DuU iiM^tN liifttuUjiBCts wUb 
•itharlaw or fenr. He gaw lymii^up entin^ 
to ^•aanre, md infclgcd in ot^vy kind of <]!%■ 
■{■tiMi «ri dcteiwb«> This ci»duct tw^ 
tam6 hist conluiptibfe in the 4ya4-oftb» people, 
Mid ocCMifoted (Jiat geaicfwl: dalcctioa wlucll 
kappeBod at thrbafinainf of bis reigpi in mv«- 
lai paaa «f bit domfldmi aa4 oapaciaUr ia 
'EfiTft' Al AziOt bia brotier, a impce oo Isu 
nuaas aad debeucbed Uwa Al Afdal* wm do 
sooner returned from assisting at Dm bnei'al of 
bin btkcr, tied) he woa wrrouwled b3f ths gfon- 
tkcs of Efffp^ o'^ which ke w«« vicerc^ i vba 
bowing i^ aHbitioua aad wpiciBe ticwo) va^ 
bwted him,, with «w voice, lo^ asMiL Us ngbt to 
ttw tbcouliy fiiKfi, aa4 to yayaa- >ub gi iw i>w ttf 
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allegiance to the Mw sutton. This advice, Ut 
whkb he was alto prompted by his own inclina- 
tion, AI Auz iin mediately folloved ; and not 
uti^ed with usurping the sorereignty of ^gfpty 
he made preparadons also for attacking his bro- 
ther in his Syrian dominions. Al Adej, the 
brother of Saladin, joined forces with those of 
bis nephew Al Aziz; and entering Syria j^^ q_ 
together without encountering any formi- ligj.' 
dt&Ie opposition, they besieged the city 
of DamascDs, of which they made themsdm 
masters} and the unwarlike Al Afilal, without 
(»« brave or generous eHbrt to retain his liberty 
tand kingdom, subnutted himself to their clemen- 
cy and authority. 

' On the death of Al Aaz, his son Almansur, 
then only nine years of age, was appoint- j^ q^ 
ed to succeed to the vacant throne ; and ligs.' 
.kccordingly all the grandees of the king- 
dom took the oaths of allegiance to their new 
sovereign ; but inustcd that his uncle Al Afdal 
should be invited to assume the reins of go- 
vernment during the minority of the young 
prince. Al Afdal was in Syria when the news 
of his brother's death, and of his being invited 
to the regency of Egypt, was brought him. He 
immediately, therefore, departed for Cairo, and 
on his arriral was received by tlie pec^e with 
loud and repeated acclamations, and assumed 
the regency of a kingdom, which he had former- 
ly governed. 

No sooner was Al Afdal acknowledged in hit 
new ofiBce and dignity, than he formed designs 
for BUpptandng his nephew in the kingdom. 
Whilst, however, the regent was projecting 
'Klwiiiea for insuring the success of this unaatu- 
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-Ral uwrpMioD) a ffforadang^rausdnign wu in 
aj(Ua^4M^ of wluch neitlier he, nor trie young 
finucci bttd the least suspicion. Al Adel, tht 
brother of Saladin, on whom, that aultan had 
ticstowed several provinces and govcmiMQts iA 
$yiia, Adtesopbtamia, and other counU-ies, bcr 
)ield with secret aatisfetction his two nephe^s^ 
AL Aidal aiid Al Aiiz, weslieniiij each other 
by their mutual wars and contentions ; aiid 
thougb, under the specious pretence of tender* 
QcsS and affection, and a desire of reconciling; 
tbciia to peace, ajnd amity, he had' rendered a^ 
^$MDce to both in invading each' other's dotni^- 
pions, he, njevertheless, acted with the sole viev , 
of seizing and securing tlieir possesions to hini- 
■cU^ a.t aoBie favourable junctiu^. He had at-' 
ready obtained Daiiiascus ; and was making pr&- 
^rationa for the invasion oX E^ypt, with no leu 
speed, tTi'in prohability of success ; whilst Al 
^fdal, wholly engrossed with his own designs, 
»ni onprepared tof opposing those of his unele^ 
anorded hia> the opportunity which he had long 
desit«(I. Accordingly Al Adel led liia armf 
Intq Egypt without OMWsiCion, and ap- ^ jj^ 

Gai'illg before the walls of Cairo, which 1195^ 
found defenceless, and in no condition 
to sustain a siege, obEged tbe city to suirender 
in the space of eight days. He then compelled 
Ihe regent to sign a treaty in the name of Aj- 
tnansur, by which the kingdom of Egypt was 
ceded to Al Adel,' and Al Afdal retired into 
pertain provinces awarded bira hy the conquenjt. 
Al Adel having thus secured to himself the 
uiU' possession ofthe kingdom, deemed it the 
wisest and most prudei^t method to govern 
^fyjfi ^'"^ ^"^^ ^^Ki^ ■*> ^^ name of Almauur^ 
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■nd to act u regent (hiring his minoritf , in c/fi 
dcr that the grandees of the nation, who had 
taken the oaths of allegiance to the yonn^ 
prince, might not be induced to raise any in- 
eurrection or opposition against him. Hia gene^ 
Jfosity and their gratitude, however, soon cotit 
Tinced him, that he hod nothing to fear on that 
account, afid that he might safely and without 
hesitation'assnme the sovereignty. But in en* 
'der to declare the lawfulness and expediency of 
«uch a measure, and that it might also appear in 
the eyes of the people as a duty of religion, he 
convened an sssemhly of Mahometan doctors 
Vho Were induced, by pfts and promisesj to 
^re a publick sanction to his title of sultan of 
"Egypt. After this award, Al Adel hesitatefl 
'not to assume the appellation of sovereign, nor 
the people to acknowledge and obey him in that 
■eapacitf. 

■ During his reign, the emperor and clergy of 
Abyssinia sent ambassadors to the patriarch t^ 
Alexandria, requesting that he would consecrate 
them a new metropolitan, in the room' of the 
late abuna deceased. The patriarch, however, 
delaying to execute his commission, the ambas- 
sadors applied to the sultan, and begged that he 
would interpose his authority in their behalE. 
A! Adel having received the letter and preaenU 
of the Efhiopian monarch, and being informed 
that a person proper for th^ high ofiitx and 
dignity was not to be found in the Egyptian 
'monasteries, made choice of the bishop of Fuah 
for that purpose. Though this was contrary to 
the rituals of the rigid Copts, he was consecrated 
'to the olRce by the patriarch, and received in 
Ethiopia by the kii^ and people, with tiaa 
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gVekteit iDarks of revereace and liqtect. He 
exercised bia functions in Abyssinia, lor some 
time, to the great iatisfaction of the church and 
clergT of that country ; but having at the re- ., 
peated importunity and solkttfttiw)! of the em- 
press consecrated her brother bishop of Auxuma, 
that young prelate aasqnied the authority of a 
metropolitan, and treiUed Uie abuna with the 
greatest disrespect and contempt. The empreaa't 
jbrother, moreover, carried bis resentment so 
&r as to send persons in the night to anassinatc 
him ; in consequence of which, the abuna, with 
inucb difficulty and danger, escaped out of that 
lungdom, and arrived in Egypt. This conduct 
of ibe Abyssinian court was intended to liberate 
them from the necessity of receiving their me- 
.tropolitan from the patriarchs of Alexandria} „ 
which bad been frustrated by the strenuous op- 
fXJsitioD of those prelates, during the reigns of 
the Fateraite caliphs ; but the new sultan, by in* 
terposing his authority, occasioned those feuda 
.and diasentions, which afterwards ensued, ia 
.£gypt as well as Abyssinia. 

By the addition of Egypt to his other terri- 
' tories, the dominions of Al Adel were become 
so extensive, that he found it difficult to pre* 
Acrve bis conquests and possessions. The j^ q 
Franks taking advantage of the absence j209. 
of the sultan, who was emj^yed in sup- 
pressing an insurrection in Mesopotamia, landed 
and made a dreadfiil imiptioa on the coast of 
Dunietta, which seemed to threaten the safety 
and tranquillity of the whole kingdom. Find- 
ing, on their arrival in Egypt, that the countiy 
was destitute of forceS} and in a defenceless coti- 
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d^oa,-A»f\>eii^Jihmnlta. by tmnidtimis 
wUst anotb^ body ef their army pensU-Ued 
rimoGt Ks far HS .Cairo> aod hftving conmHttcd 
^ great omcage^ cairisd off an immsose qiuuuitr 
«C plunder. Al Csmti-, oim af liie sult«ti's sch;^ 
tebfrbad beeo appointed goveitter uf the Uagf 
dom during his &ihec's abwnoc, st^ , compdhii 
to .ratite and Jbrtify hiinadf in , ciuro, aod ta 
leave. Pamklta toils <MKn difcace. The Fvtait^ 
fiadiug the capiul in a ttateiif reii«taiKe» rsr 
|o(nsd tiMBF olher focces u Daif ieua ; iukI be- 
ing ddcated.ia .aome feeah al^eai^ «n tint 
^accf. tb^ W^Bt an ahip' boiud, and sailed fiv 
^eUioe. 

Wlalat. thcuiltan .iwis MiU in.Moopotami^ 
wether emlwsa^ uiiwd Iraro the em{i«ror «€ 
jVhj^MtiiUfti roquuttog Al Adel aoit the potrir 
arch of AJexaadria ta *ei)d thitbcr anew tav 
troiMriitftn. in (ii^ ivo)Ko£the IUa abuna^ »^ 
bad de»ijfi^'tbeiii. To, qdd gneater neigjit to 
thia embass)'). iioh aod fsoO^y pccsetds were be- 
atOkVBdonAhcLaiiltw.and the pmriutKh i' in coiif 
sequence of which, an abuoa.wu appointed sod 
«OM!eeni£ad, ^d dispfttched to At^ai^, with 
•U coRveflient . apeeil. 

. ^I lAdel W4G maUng prepuatigna for some 
espeditioiH whwaoawaad &mnidable armad^ 
b^loi^iftg tatha£ra»ks, sppeuxd. on the coast 
of Damietta, and banflgiog that place botfa by 
Milt u)d Iwdv flpnetidan univenid terror and con- 
flteiOtttioD.thmugh.the kingybuu. This news ao 
•fleeted tlie »}ltvi| hitnt^ed with fatigue and 
^ufTering from the infirmities of £^, that tie leU 
intaalingfiriug<liwi<d»Qf.wbich he died, in.tfac 
4ev«ittp-t|iW year of hie age, and the niaeteeotb 
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■f>£ l)i^ M%ii ,ii» ^gjrpt. He ws mccerted Iff 
.Jtiis sop ^ Caqt^, vhom he tiftd ire- j^ q 
.^teoiif nppointed to gqT«cntbe kingdom isib! 
during bis .(tbawice. 

Tbls.ptince, ho^erer, tuicended the thrope in 
jWi untmpitipus h{«ir. .By the de«h of Al Adol 
Bt^atQaadus, his brotiicr Ai Moadhem seized all 
4be treuurea and valuaUes in Uje pal&ce, and 
obliged the cbiefs ;tf that city and .kinsdom tp 
-stre4r altegiVKe to hint ; whilst the treMury of 
Egypt had been nearly exhauated, to supjitr 
tiiM ^ Syria, t?bere the principal part of thne 
army vraa.stUioned- The^Fjailks not only clos«^ 
.iKsteged Dajnlettat but also n>a^ frequent m)4 
'dreadful inroads into the country, and tbreateoQct 
-:ita estpital with fire and sword- These multi- 
plied C5ila were likewise aggravated by .the re- 
sentment and hatred of the Mussulmen towards 
tbeCbristianii settled amongst them, whom tbey 
denounced as the cause and promoters of these 
^freqaenland cmel incfltwona from Europe and 
PaksUne. Such were the difficulttes.underwhich 
fil Camel laboured from the commence mei)t of 
his nign, and whiah compelled him to adopt 
measured harsh aif d severe, and such as DcitbcF 
hta'oountge nor sagacity could enable him to 
avoid> - 

In Older to julence at once the loud complaints 
of the Mahometans against the Christians, he 
isBued out an edict, by which the latter, clergy as 
weH as Isutyi were obliged to contribute towards 
the support of tiie war, by rendering persona! 
or pecuniary assistance. These exactbns were 
.heavier on the Melchites, on account of their 
friendship with the Franks, aiid readiness to join 
their forces, whenever an o[^Ltunlty o&red. 

voL.xni. s 
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The 7tc<Mtes also, thoi^h less obnoi^iimB and 
Duspected, vere obliged to furnish vast sums of 
money. And the war had occauoned such an 
universal scardty of com and other provisionb, 
that many were femished to death, others- through 
despEur put an end to their existence, and gi'eait 
numbers of the rich renounced their religion, 
and apostatized from Chtstianitjr, that thev 
might amid those heavy inrposts. 

In the mean time, the Franks besieged Di- 
tnietta with such rigour and resolution, that 
notwithstanding the strong fortifications with 
which that city had been invested, in order » 
render it an impregnable bulwark against tbc 
frequent incarsions of the Greeks, tt was ctm- 

' strained to yield to the superiorfbrcc andvalonr 
of the Christians, and to surrender at discretioti. 
This circumstance greatly disheartened the 
Egyptians, and no less elevated the minds of the 
enemy, and both expected that the reduction of 
the whole kingdom would speedily fellow. In 
this dilemma and distressful situation, the sultan 
applied to the emirs of Damascus and Aleppo 
for assistance, and was so fortunate as to Fonih . 
an alliance irith those two princes, far the re- 
covery of the places which had surrendered to ' 
the enemy, and the entire expulsion of the 
Franks. Accordmgly, Al Camel having united 
his forces to those of his allies, marched to Da- 
mietta, which he besieged, and the Chriatialis 

' were obliged to agree to a capitulation, by which 
j^ jj they consented to surrender the place, and 
1330.' ^'^ evacuate the kingdom.' This treat;^, 
and the recovery of that fortress, imme- 
diately restored peace and tranquility ; and Hie 
Fraulu, throi^h the want of conduct and una- 
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Dimity, kat a &TOurable t^iorbiDitjr of nukii^ 
UiemBelves masters of Egypt. 

Al Camel waa afterwards very successful, and 
subdued several cooalderable cities and pro- 
vinces in Syria, PalesUne, and Mesopotamia) 
and committed the government of bis Egyptian 
dominions to his youiuper son Al Adel) whom - 
Ike appointed viceroy of the kingdom. Me died 
at Damascus, m the twenty fifth year of his 
reign ao^ the aixticth of hia age. He was 
■pmetimea embarrassed and tormented by the 
fitsquent quarrelt among his Chnstian aub- 
j^tSf the Jacobites and the Greeks, who occa- 
■ i^loned great disturbance, by the opposition of 
bU brothers or relations, or by the sedilious 
conduct and insurrections of the emlra of his 
kingdom. But his courage and prudence failed 
Rot to render him triumphwt over all his ene- ' 
niea. Fond of literature and learning) he cc^ 
kctcd around him all the men of letters in his 
dominiwis, conversed with them on different 
subjects, and bestowed on them marks of his 
nunificenoe and esteem. His death was uni- 
Tcraally lamented by all bis subjects. 

Al. Adel, the youi^erof Al Camel's sons, 
who had for Bome time acted as viceroy j^_ q * 
*f Egypt, was procliumed successor to 1237I .' 
the throne of that Idngdom, by the free 
and univeraal choice of the emirs and people. 
Nojmoddint however, bis elder brother, who was 
then at Damascua, settling the aSain of his 
Syrian dominions, entered into a treaty of par- 
tition with the sahebs, or lungs of Abek and 
Emeisat by which he bad Egypt assigned him. 
AwemUiogi therefore, a body of forceS) he en- 
lend that kingdom, amidst the acclamations 
ereu of those Egyptians, who had been most 
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fbrwarif in electing alia swaaia^ Ultglnfee Uf 
his brother Al Add.' 

Ncjmoddiri vas no sooner seatecl'.ofj the" 
rtiiaie of Egypt, than reflertlng «l the caprtce- 
and iriconstancy of die grandees, he' endea-' 
Voured to ^vc stalulity to hia gorennAUlt, bjK 
ihesTis which depend^ not on the Wiftiour andf' 
duthority of the embs. Por this purpose he iiV^ 
dreased the number of the Mamelbkefl, *h* mtrfr- 
a body composed of Circasai&n' slaypS) vbg^' 
bondd, ahd banditti, ^Hout countryi IHencI^ of 
i^iatioifs, and 4h0 knevr ami actmowledged' nd* 
other masTei' than him by trtibin they wtre peiif 
$a]adin, the foDnd^ of t%w AayahiW AytmHtfi 
ill order ttf sdpflrbss an* overttWe- thfc faCtton 4f 
die Faltmites, fi^rhieft the- stoutest and rrio!# 

■ tOQ'rageotis of these bM^ into bitdiea of mi^ 
litia, tto rthomr Re- mtnistcd the ^tf (tf his- 
perton, and the ajfifiort dt hi^chRine. Hi»^ne^ 
6e'^sor Mowed ttls ticainfAe-; tut Nc^bddhV 
tsfidircd hot otiff to inci'erfae <heir rturtiher, bat 
*o introitlncc tHtwi atf ftittMb into the pStaee t« 
C^h'o, ^d tMn ofli'^ crn«« afM AMrMiKft df Art! 

' kingdom I by vhich iteam-theemfM wtre fcepi 
in subjection (hjrrn^ tftcj iHMIe of M»K)g«. - 

fa thte mean time, wMht he *» th*n Kirt^ 
pkfyefl Jh attilring te Wmffl-tf the kirigdort of 
Egypt, he \nv lio «S3 tii*phtJ*« in rttetJ*e««|* 
{JDssesaifffl of hit doiVrinhtif iii S^t4a. Ad^BMn 
ftig, thertflbrt, at the heart Of a body of Eg^* 
fian forced, bCiHtacked tMd<fltfetk«d thcj aHnJi' 
of his comprtito^, assMtetf tty the FmhKs tttfl-tf 
gre:at number of Kfligthta teHtttltTs, MttUtMU 
followed by the rcductiMi of OiVMiSctn, Md -fh* : 
other chtes of Syria. The VtaHka, who «M»' 
jfreatly aaifmti at OttipttwdltmA McMWot dM 
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Egypdwi sultut, nude fi-e()u«it wod presting 
solicitations to the states of Europe to acnd them 
fresh succours of men and money. Accord- 
ingly a numerous body of troops arriTcd under 
the conduct and command of Louis the Ninth) 
king of Prance* The first attempt of this mo* 
narch was to mafce himself master of the city 
and port of Damietta, the garrison and fortifi- 
cations of which were at that time in no state 
of defence. The surrender of this place proved, 
as was expected, an eflectual and speedy expe- 
Aent fot compelling the sultan to withdraw 
bis victorious forces from Syria, that he might 
defend his dominions in Egypt. Nojmoddin' 
Was no sooner apprised of , these .^xjceedings,) 
than he raised the siege of Emessa, which wa» 
then, in a state of blockade, and marched with 
all possible haste to oppose the French monarch,, 
alid expel the Franks out of the kingdom. He 
died, however, on the way thither, in the for- 
tieth year of his age, and the ninth of hia 
reign. 

- Al Maiek, the third son of Nojmoddin, j^ jj 
though at a distance from Egypt) was ac- 1349* 
knowledged sultan through the policy of 
R bvourite ctMicubine of his father, named Shajr- 
al-dor, who was equally celebrated for her good 
•enae and course as for her eiujuiute beauty. 
Having convened an assembly of the emirs atid 
eFBndees, she made them sensible how necessary 
It was that a chief should be immediately ap- 
pmited, when the Fretich king was rapidly ad- 
vmdfig with bis troops towards the capi^l of 
tke lungdom. In the midst) therefore, of con- 
fiisipn and intrigues Al Maldt was proclaimed. 
Ifo •oencv was the newly elected sultan ia> 
S3 
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formed or liis appcdntment to the throne, thlh 
he hastened into Egypt, wliere having assem- 
bled a numerous army, chiefly composed of Ma- 
rnelultes, he marched to oppose and repel the 
im-adJDg Franks. Louis, whom the number 
and appearance of the sultan's troops radier 
alarmed, thinking himself secure of victory if he 
could only engage the enemy in the plain, W 
his forces across a branch of the Nile, which ^ 
^ded the two hostile armies. Ttus imprudent 
measure inspired the Egyptians with coarage ^ 
i^d having attacked the Franks with great va- 
lour, they totally defeated the Christian armyj 
. VtA took many prisoners, in the numl>er oi 
Vboci was LouiS] their king and conunandert 
A. D. 1350. 

This victory, which ought to have secured Al 
llfaiek on the throne, wad the cause of his de- 
positioti> The numbers and success of the Ma> 
melukes rendered thetn insolent and assuming* 
and they wished to impose laws iHi the sultaa 
relative to the ransom of the {wiBonersi Their 
prelensions he firmly resisted, and was so inn" 
prudent as to hint, that he intended the disso- 
lution and dismissal ^ that insolent body oi 
men. The omira, who were the chiefs of th> 
Mamelukes, were informed that Al Maiek was 
{Avposbg a treaty of peace and alliance with* 
the French monarch and other Christian priocest 
on condition that they would assist him with 
their excellent and well disciplined forces, io re- 
dilcing to subjugation the uictious and rebel- 
lious corps. This being communicated to the 
Boldiei^ by the chiefs, an alarm was instantly 
diffused through the whole body of the Madie- 
lil&c*} tnd ' the rcrblt btcame general. The 
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jreuH^t>iiQce, VIk} wtnt forth to appease tlie pe^s 
^, aiic) quelt the msurrection^ was wounded bf 
R'oenoddln, one of the emirs. Al Haiek, tfttre* 
6}te, sensible that ]iis presence tended otily t6 ei^ 
asperate the insurgents to a higher degree of fii- 

E, and to expose himself to danger) lought re- 
ge in a wooden towet, erected on the banlLS of 
die Nile. Thither the enraged loldiery pureueil 
him, and set fire to his retreat. The tower tw 
ing^ soon in ablaze) the sultan jumped inbo the n* 
Ver, and endeavoured to save his life by j^ jj^ 
BwimmiDgi byt- was pierced by their kr- ijMi 
Aws in the stream) and cXpiretL 

The succession to the throne occaioocd avu 
■ceites of riot and confusion. Th& insungcBti 
first invested with supreme authority the ar^ifc 
concubine, who had procured the crown for Ai 
M^tk) and caused her to be acknowledged uA^ 
tanesa of Egf pi ; but being afterwarda asbuoeA 
lj> aet thems^es commanded bj a wuniu md' 
a slave, they pioclaitn«d Al M«ex) one of their 
j^ncipail emirs ; and vam weary of lusgoftiU- 
ihent they deptMed him, and fdt stuse aemorse 
diaX they had secluded the Aayabitc &iailyi 
U^m theif sovereignty and inbenUiwc. They 
' therefore 'made dil^nt search for and diaco' 
yered a prince of that race) who, being snly six 
yeatB of age, was e&ttemefy proper ftjr flieif 
purpMC, since the principal emirs might still go- 
vern under the cover and sanction of his name< 
The AayeUte familyi bowetcr, wWs Kibn ittbr 
deprived eveft of aH Hotrttaa! power oi- JftteteW 
in the kingdom. Al Mott, the deposed Maftic 
hike sultan, by the address of Shajr-al-dar, whom 
1m had married) becanle auflncienlty powerM to 
reinstate himself iJn the sovereig^trtf, wi Iw^bv* 
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came the founder of a. new dynasty *. The lib*, 
meluke sultans vere sfterwards destroyed bf - 
A. D. ^'™ "'^ Second, emperor of Constanti- 
l5ir. nople, who defeated and afterwards hang- 
ed Toman Bey, the last of their piinces* 
Selim was satisfied with abolishing the manarcfa/ 
df the Mamelukes, and permitted their arista- 
eraey to continue, on condition that they paid 
an annual tribute, were obedient in matters of 
iyth to the mufti of Constantinople, and in- 
«tttsd the name of the Ottoman emperor in tbs 
pivyers, and on the coin. 

'Syrii^'the usual appanage of E^pt, being' 
withdrawn, that country haa rarely intermed- 
dled with foreign aSairs; and during the pre- 
limineitce of tlie Ottoman power, jt was one of 
^e quietest and most subraisuve of the pro- 
.vinccs. But since the Turkic domination ap- 
peared on the decline, the Mamelukes have in-, 
created, and become masters erf all the riches' 
' and strength of the country. Ibrahim Kiaja 



A,D. 



9 the first v( the latter Mamelukes, 



J746. ^rtio had the address to render himself 
master of Egypt. The pacha became a 
mere phantom, and the commands of the sultan 
vanished -before htm. At his death) his slaves 
were divided among themselves, hut continued 
A. D. *** P™ **"* '** *" others. At length, 
1766. however, Ali Bey obtained a decided as- 
cendancy over his rivals, and t«idered 

' ■ The first Mameluke (oJcan, by emplojing his tui^ 
buUnt and udilious Eubjecia in the iavssioa and con- 
quest of Sj'Tia, reigned seventeen yeitrs ; but none be- 
sides governed m long- The sword, the bow-string, 
pblion, publidc mnrder, or private a s— !_ . 
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MiMlldMiitMtrtiMetef of AeooflMrjK 'Ftonl' 
tl^tiDKOnent his bbundleiB sftd inariAle itMbN' 
tiMi< WW faH^ aiitHmint. No l<»iger sMisfitfd 
irlth (lib htlnMe tide of btfj'y he tongcd to as-' 
Mide the movt hantfunibte dl^tliietiOTi of sQltEin 
oC "Egf^ mid to- thtwr aS emfi^ly the ■aupTe*'' 
isMy of thf emperer^ With tttis view he ex* 
pcUed th« pacha, r«tiiud the «:cnstonied tH^ 
bate, md' ocrinfed motti]' hf his dwti' ntirne.- He 
cbiliinaarfed aetfct^l vtsbeli to bt equipped at' 
SB«t,andHUiiitednhh'AfcTHe1ufce9| which raHed" 
t» Geddki and s«iz»d (Ot that part ; n^lilst, at 
tH> sMne* titne a haif of o^vidt^ entered MM 
phiRdelvd ttM cky of Meach Th^ ptn]ett of^ 
jUkQt this eklMlditlodi was to- tender' G«ddEt-tBtf' 
eOt^orieni: of the^ fmjlas dbia^nwce, and tO' 
cUKge- S«l>o|Ml t6 E^MMon tbe ptam^ oF tRe^ 
G«|^ «# Gw»d> M<^, tun] sobittltute the miHeor- 
nAMt «f thff MadlctitfaH(jin> aiM RM Seo. 

jUi' dolemHiniag R> ctHhtneficv hia'CotfqtKMH;' 
d^«- pr«W>M«a ittidlf: sm- t3M fifM- cAjectr alld' 
t/vt»if thtli^'S«»ned' fa«^)uf«t)l« to VA* tievk : thtf ' 
OttMn«vft)M««^hftd MffltAent sni[t1ojWA(SfrtHe>; 
RMaM W»| Shitm Oaivet iit'T«tj«H!W agftinsC' 
tlt»fW»r '<Ai(>'-'[K)*crAI'«Hd-fUHilhldIIrt MtP 
tM Wu Mfen* 4( thi pibtlW of DlnMUiCuif di«r- 

p«dHg(MtiAr to nwatf a ikfttunibib opfuMumff' 

nm MM M»f ittVh*bg lite- gofenWtienh Ttr. 
tM'tWlRA «HiW «f AH sHd SUelf QftHVt, Hie 
VIHm'&tjmilaMfi RatMt am^&lt'I^()atitl«', Ai« 
i«BBtliteBi| diVi$ 6iHfaMtf>a w»- ofi the point' oF 
fcttlFig'i*«»«i«ft'pw(srt*ffif i«H(;ftthey wfttU'ill!^' 
prived of it by the treacheiy and iograsitiTiK of' 
tUXamaHkg d{ AJiy wHscamHiamM the army* 
~ E- tisifl' aftw th« city at Said, lHlftri^n)|. ttt 
■f Xing' bltti«0ttf H^ tHtf- Ttf^riT' fotus, 



u,o,i,-f-n,Coo^^l(: 



303 saxFTt 

Alt and D&ber maKhcd to its rdwf with a bo^ 
of MTcn thousand caraliy. At the ^qmwch of 
the eneiBy, the 'I'urfcs, whoK army amounted to 
three times the number of that of the Syrian), 
raised the uege and decamped nonhward of tha 
city, where they UxA a position. The most im- 
A Q portant and regular engagement of the 
1773. war here, took place : the Turkish forcea 

were entirely defeated, and Daher remain- 
ed in the full possession of his territoriea* Alt 
soca after intended to return to Cairo. Dalier 
agreed to render him assistance in the prosecu- 
tion of his designs; and he had cMttracted an al- 
liance with the Russians, who promised to &your 
hia enterprise ; but Ali departed to the ciqntal 
without waiting for the Russian auxiliaries. On 
the road thither he was attacked and made pri- 
soner by a body of Mamelukes, whom Moham- 
med Bey had posted in the desert for that pur- 
pose, and put to death soon after. Ali Bey> it is 
evident, projected the deugn of seating himself 
in the thnuie of the sultanS) and he would have 
accomplished his purpose ttad his scheme beoi 
better conducted, or had he not suffered by the 
most horrible ingratitude. He was undoubtedly 
an extraordinary character; but he must not be 
ranked in the class of greai men. He was pos- 
sessed, indeed, of the seeds of noble qualifications* 
but want of culture hindered them &om arriving. 
at maturity and perfecticHi. He was ceitiiolr 
animated with the desire of obtakiing true glory, . 
and this was never yet the portion of we^ or vul- 
gar miitdt. 

j^Q Mohammed Bey, who was confirmed 
ITTs! ii" '<■'> authority by the death of Ali, dis-. 

played) during a reign of two ycarS) the. 
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buentoi oFftbiutor, and the Tcrocitf of a n^ 
ber. PMfesaing to be the defender of the sul- 
tan's rigbta, and the minister of his will, he 
toofc the customaiy oaths of allegiance (uid un- 
litnited obedience, and remitted to Constanti- 
nofde the tribute which had been interrupted 
for six jrears. To prare his loyalty, he requuted 
pennisstan of the Porte to declare war agunst 
Sheik Dahcr, to which he was instigated tqr 
motives of a private nature. He therefore 
inarched an army into Palestine, and besieged 
fafik, which after some time capitulated. A 
few of the Mamelukes, however, entered tlw 
fown ; which they attempted to plunder ; but 
tht inhabitants defending themselves, a combat 
ensued. The whole army then rushed into the 
city, and alt the inhabitants of whatever aget 
sex, or condition, were put to the aword. The 
ferocious and brutal conqueror caused a pyra- 
mid to be formed of the heads of the . unfortu- 
nate sufferers, as a monument of his victory and 
triumph- 
After the death of Mohammed, Mou- ^^ jj 
■nt and Ibrahim Bey agreed to divide 1776. 
tbe command between them. The two 
confederates, however, soon experienced a for- 
eiidable opposition in the adherents of the late 
AB Bey, who secretly repining at seeing all the 
authority usurped by a nenr Action, and them- 
selves entirety excluded, determined to shake 
off the yoke. They therefore united into one 
party, under the appellation of the Mouse of AU 
Bey, the chiefs of which were Uaisan and Ib- 
mael Bey, who conducted their enterprise with 
such ability and secrecy, that Mourat and Ibra* 
him were compelled to abandon Cairo, and t* 
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:Mekir4&ige id tbc.S«ul, pr [Uwer ^e¥f^ 9$^ 
tbe Utter being reinforced .in their j^gt^eatl^ia 
great iii»uber of their tilavei md «(Uie<wnts, ip- 
Ltunied to Citiro) routed ttmv .tasmivh '^ul fi^ 
turn expeUed them Ijhe ck^. A^mt ^d.JJ^ 
iHin atJcn^,giwtted their jDppooepjO t^jPOB- 
neMJim.qf.a disttict .«bftve lOii^a ; but -t»TitK 
^ Q anade jomejsuapiciouii.andihDBtile imi^e- 
l^g3.' ments, another attempt .to .exietmuiste 
them was imn»diaie]r,i;esoIved. In (wlpr 
to cKKifoa the .frar, a contrihwiion xti&w itmP- 
And thousand doUais ' was imposed qn Jte 
coinmerce Af CaicOi and :the btkera ^nd utifiT 
tradumeniweiK cQiqpelled toi'umiah UiefrGQ4P- 
.modities undcrtbe.piwe.cott. Tbe/tn^ageapd 
katorea of tbe »any were.cQnvefKd.up the Niie^n 
:boats: and 'Mount muchcd for the ^d, with 
his cavalry, along. the bsa]u of the river. MWT 
.of the exilea, at >lhe. sight .of the tnwpeiimm^i- 
minly disperaed, and nthets siitrendered to .tite 
enqmy ; 'but Haaaan «Dd bmael tlisd^ins [to 
capitulate, retreated towards Assuan, with tFo 
^uivdFed and:&&]r boOe. Having posted ,t)iem- 
kIvcs vecjf LadYantftgcously lamong tjje roc^jr 
precipices of the tatafact, Msurat £>und.it ,ipi- 
poswblc to fb<pe:thein and.thercfqre reU)med>to 
Cpiro ; «nd the exiles .regained tbeir fiKroer^tfa. 
tion. 

j^ P On the firet-of Jplj-. .t{i& French- tended 

1798. ananny.of.4CVQ0O mwjn Egypt, iwiler 

the.cominBnd.t>rG«neral.BoiE4pftitei «ie 

of the most daring and «ucc«i9ful cRRin)ai)ders 

that modem ^tiaaea bATc produced. '\Vbetber 
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tlii« ntpofition mu imdntaken hj the fnnch 
with the sole ^sign of subdwing that eatintiT', 
dr of attempiing to direct their arms 67 the Red 
Sitt, aftd thus reach the Bntish posseHtotis in 
Ikdia, ia nat certainlf known, but the latter opi- 
liioo ^neralff prevails. The town of Alexan- 
(fria was the first object of the French com- 
Mander, which he took by aMauFt, after puttings 
t» flight the Arabs and Mamelukes who de- 
lended it, and of whom he killed about three 
hundred. Having entered the atj, Bonapane 
Msembjed the Turkish chiefs, and explained to 
■fbemthe moliTea of his visiting Kgypt, which 
be staled to be the deliverance of the country 
fiDiR the tyranny and usurpation of the bejrs^ 
who were equally the enemies of the Potte and 
of the French people ; and having required from 
fliem an oath that they would neither injure n« 
betray him, he pemrritted the greater nurober ttt 
retain the places which they occupied. Having' 
continued three days in Alexandria, to render 
the crgtmitation of the city complete, of which 
general Kteber was left in-command, the Frendi 
artny corotnenced their march acn»8 the de* 

Mft. 

No sooner had the French bnrded m Egypt, 
dian the wretched food, and still more wretched 
water, which alone could be procured— the sting 
of insects, the filth and misery with which they 
were every where surrounded, gave them a digs-' 
taste for the country, and inclined tlieia-WiiiinIc 
Aat it was atiU visited by the plagues of Pha- 
raoh. But if the entrsnce into Egypt was not 
inviting, the march of the army acrt/ss the de- 
sert, from Alexandria to Rosetta, completely 
filled up the measure of disappointment and 

Vol. XIII, T 



I. Coo^^lc 



306 EGsrT. 

disgUBU Unwcustomed to the heat of k tn^'u^ 
climate, unused to traverse barren and sandr^ 
deserts, and unobservant of the orders which 
had been issued, the soldiers exhausted thekr pn^ 
visions, or suffered them to spoil, before thef 
reached the end of tlieir journey. Rosetta, ho«V- 
ever, which made no resistance to the entrance 
of the French troops, terminated many of their 
difficulties. Having left a garrison in this placp 
under the command cf general Menou, and 
another at Rhamanich, a town farther up t^. 
river, at the entrance of the canal of Alexandria, 
whitber a column of the army had been detached 
at the same lime with that to Rosetta, Bona- 
parte continued his march along the banks of 
the Nile towards Cairo. 

Hitherto no obstacle of importance had pre- 
sented itself to the French invader ; but on tbe 
arrival of the army near Gizeh, Bonaparte found 
that Mourat Bey had assembled all his forces 
in the neighbourhood of a village called Em- 
babeh) where be intended to dispute and oppose 
his £irther prepress. The Mamelukes amounted 
to ten thousand men, and fought with desperate 
courage; but the action, though bloody, was. 
neither long nor doubtful. Part of the army 
of the Mamelukes was either exterminated iff 
the sword,' or drowned in tlie river ; the rest 
with MoUrat Bey, retreated to Upper Eg^pt, 
and saved themselves by flight. This action, 
Wilich was denominated the Battle ^ the Py- 
romitU, convinced ztz French, from the obstinate 
resistance made by an inferior army, unskilled 
in European tacticks, that they had no ordinary 
enemy to combat and overcome. The spoils of 
the sliun were* however, extremely valu^ik} 



fts each Mameluke carried wTth him in his marc'h 
the amount of his fortune, or his plunder. 
- In consequence of the event of this battle, Bo- 
naparte was waited on by the principal inhabit- 
ants and magistrates of Cairo, which the armjr 
entered in triumph. The French commander 
immediately parted hia troops into three divi- 
sions, one of which was sent under the command 
of General Desaix, to pursue the Mamelukes 
that had escaped into Upper Egypt ; the second 
was left at Cairo j and with the third he followed 
Ibrahim Bey, who had Red so preupitately, that 
he could not be overtaken. Ma vn^re turned to 
Cturo, Bonaparte employed himself in arrang- 
'ing the details of the administration <.f Lower , 
Egypt ; sent garrisons to Damietta and Man- 
•oura ; and established lazarettos to oblige every 
Bhip that came from suspected countries, to per- 
ferm quarantine. He also commanded woHt- 
•hopsto be constructed at Gizeh, for furnishing 
the different materials of the army ; formed an 
administration for coining money ; and published - 
tables of the relative value of French and Egyp- 
tian currency. 

Thus did the subjugation of Egypt appear to 
be complete ; but a dreadful destiny awaited the 
fleet, which had conveyed thither this hitherto 
fortunate commander. On the first of August, 
the British admiral Kelson, who had received 
the command of a considerable number of ships, 
appeared off the mouth of the Nile, and made 
dispositions for attacking the enemy. The 
French fleet, which consisted of one ship of one 
hundred and twenty guns, three of eighty, and 
nine of seventy-four, besides others of lesser size, 
was at anchor in the bay of Aboukir. The ad- 
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miral placed them as near the shore u possible, 
in a strong and compact liiie of battle, flanked 
by four frigates and many gun-boats, and pro- 
tected in the van by a battery. By one of those 
daring and skilful mauccuvres, however, which 
distingtiish the commanders of the Bi'itish nav/^ 
tjie English admiral having penetrated with the 
half of his squadron between the French fleet 
and the shore, placed the enemy between twtj 
fires, and commenced the attack.- 

At sun-set the action beg:aji, ami soon ap^ 
f>earcd to lie in favoui' of the English. Botif 
parties fougjtf with great spitit and bravery. 
Brueys, the French admiral, was depi'ived of hit 
life by a ball ; and in tlie space of an hour after, 
bis ship the rOrient, ttiok fire, and blew uft with 
a dreadful eitpto»on. This event decided the 
Tictory ; but the French continued the engage,- 
tnent during the Right, till almost every c^taio 
pn board had perished. The approach of mom- 
ing discovered their vessels immovaWe in the 
water, and in possession of the enemy. The 
English took n^ne sail of the line, and one wav 
burned by order of her commander. This im- 
portant victory, which will ever appear witTi 
jijstre in the annals of history, deaiioyed thp 
whole naval force of (he French in the Medi- 
terranean, insulated tlie array of Egypt from 
their country, and precluded sJ] mean$ of oh- 
tinning supplies from France. 

Left entirely to tlie resources of his own in- 
vention, Bonaparte continued his civil and m(> 
litaiy operations with still greater activity. At 
Belheis and Salahieh forts ftnd redoubts were con-' 
stnicted, which might resist the attacks of the 
Turks on the side of Syiia ; and plans were pi'o- 
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jected Ibr the beOer defence of At^andria an4 
the ciLy of Cairo. A national institute was e>- 
tabliahedt some of whose dijecta of attention 
were the purification of salt-petre ; the construc- 
tion of wind and water mills, which served Ibr 
the purpose of nuaing the water into ciatema, (Ni 
accoutit of its acquiring a bmckish and disagree- 
able taste by lying on the ground) and also hn 
the grinding of corn ; the composition of bread ; 
and a preparation of fermented liquors, as a sub- 
stitute for wine ; beudes natural history, aits, 
■niiquitiefl, and other researches of science or 
Qterature. The shieks of differMl provincea 
were also* convened, who discusslFwith calm- 
Ttess and dignity certain topicks of political eco- 
nomy. As the festival of the anniTersary of the 
French republic happened at this period, these 
Egyptian sa^esjwied in the cekbrution, which 
took place at Cairo with great pomp and solem- 
-nity. fiy such courteous and politick manners, 
Bonaparte endeavoured to obtain the esteem an2 
confidence of bin new allies, which a continuance 
of victories over the Beys and Mamelukes, their 
oppressors, seemed also to confirm. At thispe- 
riodi the forces of Ibrahim Bey, who bad fled 
towards Syria, were defeated by a detachment 
of the army on the coast ; and the troops of 
Mourat were attacked aikd put to flight hy Oe- 
aaix, near the pyramids of Saccara, tn Upper 
Egypt. 

But it having been rumoured at Cairo, that 
the ^rand Signer had declared war against the 
invaders of Egypt and the French nation, an in- 
surrection brolie out, in the first commotions of 
which, general Dupuis, the commandant of the 
city, and several soldiem were massacred. Tb* 
T 2 
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Juwu of qeDerd Cefikmltl wu berieged and 
takw). and all that had defended it were itnma- 
diately put to death. Ihe French, however, M- 
-Cpveiwg from their surprise and confosion, 
-made a atroog and speedy reaittance to the in- ■ 
•mi^enta ; the cannon were pointed in every dl- 
WctiW) ) md the Turka and Arabs, who com-. 
■posed the mats of the rewrft, were put to flight 
«nd compelled to aeeic refuge in iheir moaques 
Wi4 places of worship. Theae they conBidered as 
>afe and inviolable ujiluma, because the Ft«ncti 
had never preBumed to enter them, ftxim a re- 
gwd to tboHligious usages and opinions of the 
penpje, lo Wich the commander in chief haS 
•fftcted lo be a convert, as his proclamations 
♦vince. Bonaparte siiranioned the insurgents to 
deliver up their principali in the revok ; but 
the Turks refusing, the mosques were forced, 
■and every soul perished. 

This revolt, which w&i RiUl to the Arabs and 
Turks, served to confirm the power and Infiu- 
ence of Bonaparte. The Egyptians were not 
concenied in insunvction ) and the Greeks, who 
-tiad hitherto remained neuter, joined the French. 
This was deemed by the General a favourable 
opportunity for publishing the declaration of - 
war, made against him by the Ottoman Porte ; 
•nd halving secured the coMimiance of internal 
tranquillity, he prepared tiftr eittanding his con* 
quests, or, to use his own language, " for the 
fiirthcr dediverance and regeneration of the eas- 
tern world." 

England, however, could not suffer the euab- 
tishment of such a colony in Egypt, so near ami 
hostile to the East India territories, and had 
tlwrciiac conbiaed with tbp Pgrtc in « prajeot 
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of general attadi, whttdi was intended, if pont- 
ble, to expel thoac new and dangeroua neigh- 
boun from their conquMti and uturfMtiuM. 
'The prepMAtions ware nwde in Syria, and cont' 
mittnl to the care of the pacha Djezxar, who 
vaa to traverse Asia Minw, and to attack Egypt 
with a powerful artny. At the ume (itnb m 
atrong; divereion was also to be made towards 
the mouUit of the NWt, and by the rcmaiiM of 
the troops of Mourat Bey in Upper Egypti united 
to the other hoetile partici. Whikt Bonaparte 
was employed with the membera of the Inali- 
tute, in making surveys of the ckuL of Suez, of 
which vcatiges were &und atjll ^nmining, bb 
waa infiwmed of the preparationa and move- 
ments of DjeZzar, whom the Grand-Signor had 
Appointed pacha of Egypt. He tvsolred, there- 
lore, to march into Syria with an army of about 
1 S,000 men, and to attack the enemy befijre th^ 
)iad time to commence ofTensive operations. 

During the absence of Bonaparte, General 
Dugua was charged with the command of Cairo ; 
General Menou was stationed at Rosetta ; antl 
Adjutant-General Almeyras at Damietta, the 
fertifications of which he had orders to £nUh< 
General Marmont waa intrusted with the ctmi- 
mand of Alexandria* which became daily of 
more importancd and was threatened both by 
tiie English and the phtgue. General Desaix 
continued with his detachment of troops in Up- 
per Egypt, and endeavoured, by redoubled dili- 
gence and activity, to keep in awe the remains 
of the Mamelukes, and to prevent Mourat Bey 
from taking advantagt: of the expeditioa into 
Syria. In the mean time, Sir Sidney Snuth, thfc 
-ibitisb commodore, one of tke most goVant ^ 
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ficers of his sgct being informed of the first 
movements of the troops under Bonaparte, en- 
deavoured to reiurd the General bj the bom- 
banlment of Alexandiia, which) bqwever, in- 
jured the French no farther, than by destroying 
two of their transports. 

During the time of the expedition into Syria, 
which completely failed, chiefly owing to the 
skill and bravery of Sir Sydney Smith, symp- 
toms of revolt were manifested in several parts of 
the country ; parties of the Mamelukes, dispersed 
ai^ driven into the western deserts, liad entered 
the provinccaof Lower Egypt, and endeavoured 
to excite th^hrabs agtunst the French. In or- 
der, also, to divide the attention of the enemy, 
and to give more confidence to the insurgents, 
the English dispatched admiral Blanket up the 
Red Sea with a few ships of war, some of which 
approached Suez. Acts of rigour and severity 
were exercised on the promoters of the revolt ; 
villages were burned to suppress the sedition ; 
and the presence of Bonaparte ^;ain completely 
re-eql^lished order and tranquillity. No sooner 
was the commander in chief returned into Egypt, 
than he immediately applied himselfto repair the 
losses sustained by the army in the Syi-ian expe- 
dition ; and in the space of three weeks, the dif- 
li^^ent corps were completed, and the troops in 
ji condition to undeitake new operations, and to 
lace the enemy. 

In the mean while. Sir Sydney Smith, pursu- 
ing with ardour the execution of the plan of 
campaign projected against Egypt, found an in- 
crease of zeal and activity on the part of the 
Ottomans, after the French had been defeated 
and repelled before Su John d'Acrc ■ Seid Musp 
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ti^dw FaclMi ssKtnbled at Rtieiles the traopt 

destined for the attack of Alexandria; Euro- 
pean ollicera were appointed to direct the .details 
of this enterprise ; and the combiiied Engiisk 
eitd Turkiah flccta aailed foi- the coast iS Eg^pt. 
The luoveinents of the MamelutccB aud Arab* 
indicated the projecta of the allien, and tlie ap- 
proach of tbeii- armaiaent. Bonaparte was in 
pursuit of Moural Bey, near the pyramida of 
Cizeb, when he received intoUigence frona Akx- 
;andriai that a Turkish fleet of one hundred aatl 
bad anchored in the road of Abouktri fnMa 
which the Turks b»d Janded thre« thpttaasd m^, 
mih artUleri'i on the ahore of tjie peainstda, ami 
^n'ied the fort by ktoim. All the geoerals eow- 
wanding detachments of troops, which were in 
motion, were ordered to march towwds the pfsce 
of landing, and to inak« Rbamaoteh tlx [dfice of 
rendezvous, where the anny 8o«d after aMcm- 
Ued. 

Having attacked and ohtaiaed posaeHion of 
Fort Aboifkiri the Turks began to intrench 
themselves, and to fortn magazines. Tbrir force, 
which iDcrc»scd daily, waa eatiiuated at 15,000 
nier, and they appeared to be waiting £>r greater 
reinlbrceaieiits, and for the junction of Mourtt 
Beyi in order to invest the citf of Alesilidrift. 
Bonaparte perceiving that the enemy intended 
.to foitiff and loaintain Iheinselvea in the pe- 
ninsula, dotenniiKd to attack theni ; and having 
marched hia tjxmps to the wells, between Alex- 
andria and Aboukir, and received information 
respecting the poEilion of the Turks, (brined hia 
plan of engagenient. Mustapba Pacha defended 
tlie entrance of the peninstija by two Itoes of 
troops, and by iatfencbmcnts, wiiicb were still 
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imperfect. The centre of his forces occupied 
the redoubt, which had been taken from the 
French at the moment of landing, and since 
converted into an intrenchment> 

The attack of the French was desperate and 
dreadful. By a skilliif manaurer, two thousand 
Turks were dislodged and surrounded, and 
perished by the fire of the enemy, or were 
-drowned. After sufTering various repulses, the 
French seizing the moment, when the Turkish 
forces sallied from their intrenchments, attacked 
the redoubt and cariied it. In vain did Mus* 
tapha Pacha endeavour, by every possible efforti 
to rally his troops, which were now forced on 
•very point. The Turks fled on all sides, ani — 
threw themselves into the sea ; the greater part 
could not reach the vessels which were too fm 
distant, and perished in the waves ; the re* 
mainder of the army, with Mustapha Pacha, 
was surrounded and made prisoners, with the 
CKception of only two hundred men. The fort 
«f Aboukir, after a bombardment of eight days, 
surrendered to the enemy ; and the son of the 
pacha and two thousand men threw down their 
arms, and were made prisoners of war. This 
victory orer the Turks was attended with consi- 
derable loss to the French, who had a great nnm- 
ber killed and wounded. 

The interior of Egypt was now entirely tran- 
quil ) the places, the forts, and the batteries on 
the coast, were well armed and abundantly pro- ' 
Tisioned ; and those kinds of defence might be 
■till rendered more perfect, bclore Sir Sydney 
Smith could be able to make new preparations, . 
and to organize the difF«rent troops from Salo- 
nica and the Danlanclles, for another invasion 
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(iCjthe couDtty. Bonaparte weighing theab mat-^ 
ters maturely, and being informed of the Bta(e' 
of Europe and t'l-atice at that period, lelt a let-- 
ter containing the nominatkui of Kleber to the 
chief command in Lower, and of Dcsaix to that 
in Upper Egypt, and secretly sailed far the French 
coast. In die directions given, however, to Ge- 
neral Kleber, he was instructed to continue the 
i^egociatioas with the Ottoman court, which Bo* 
naparte had himself commenced ; and which ar- 
gued, Ihat the commander in chief did not con- ' 
^dcr Egypt as tenable, after the destruction of 
the fleet, and the absolute nullity of the French 
marine. 

After various conferences and correspondence 
with Sir Sidney Smith, the British commodore 
and plenipotentiary, it was agreed that the FreTich 
army should embarlt with arms, baggage, and 
effects, and be transported to France, as well in: 
its own vessels, a$ in odiers furnished by the 
Porte. In this mode, so inglorious for the French 
f^^ms, and so little honourable for tliose wlio 
planned the espedidon, was this celebrated con. 
quest of Egypt alxiut to terminate; and ^hat: 
^gravated the misfortune vna, that the English, 
their rivals, would thereby obtain possession of 
that country* This treaty was signed at El- 
Arisch. It had not been doubted but that the ' 
English court would accede to the terms agreed 
on, ttiot^h the instructions received and tnui». 
mitted by Lord Keith were entirely adverse. 
Ttie giiuid viucr, by virtue of the ctuivention, 
bad been put ip posseaaion of most places ia: 
Lower, and of all in Upper Egypt, and required 
that the French should also deliver up the clta* 
del of Cairo. Kleber, however, not only re- 
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ftOMl, tat notiReil tf> the- grand «irier hh (Teter- 
minoden to resume hostUilMs, for which he pre^ 
paved W* troops, by rca^nf; ta them the [iropo^ 
sitionB of Lord Keith. Tlie Freneh army par- 
took, of the indignation of therr general ; ami 
both forces being drawn eot Ir onier of battle, 
»- {urioQft and dreadftri CBj^agement ensued. The 
Turlu, however, were tbrown into dfsorder, and 
their wtiok vtttj, consistrng of 40,00O men, be- 
took tham«flve» to flight in aft Erections ; their' 
camp WM nbandmied ; and tfie rout became ge- 
narsi. The Turke had et^ht thousand men kH- 
led or vetHided, whilst the loss of the French, 
whose ai-my amounted only to 15,000, was com* 
parativety trtffiiig. Kisber, having returned to 
Cedro, punished, in ai exem[dary manner, the' 
craeUiea and horror*, wMefa, during his absence, 
bad ' been iafficMd on the friends and pmtiaans 
o£ the FPMieh. 

After Che battle of Keliopolia, and (he siege 
of Cairo, die French army was represented «s 
sarrounded viitk Che moM brilliant circumstances. 
Kleber formed the Greeks and Copts into bat- 
talions, whom he trained to the me of arms, and 
dothed in the uni fom of his country. That ge> 
neral, however, was aasaaainated at Cairo, and 
Menou succeeded to the chief command.- Much 
tune, it is said, elapsed a&«r the English ^ q 
army had been proiidcd with necessaries isoil 
for opening the campaign, bef«re it Mr- 
rived in £gypt ; and it was net till the British 
minister sent positive orders to the general, that 
the expeditton was undertaken. The Turks, 
however, who perhaps equally feared the succeas 
tuad the defeat of their allies, were in no haste 
to more in cMicerl with them. 
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. M kngth the Engtish Beet sppeared in the 
roKd of Aboukir, and as soon u the wind vm 
favourable, the debarkation of the troops under 
General Sir Ralph Abercromby commenced. 
.The Bulors rowed, standing, with incredible vi- 
gour, regardless of the fire of the French artiU 
(ery, while the troops lay at the bottom of ths 
boats> The French stationed on Gie shore, were 
C<MnpeUed to retreat towards Alexandria and 
Bosetta ', and the English proceeded to blockade 
Ibe fort of Aboakir, which capitulated soon aftei^ 
Jin the mean time, General Menou, who had 
i>een informed of the arriral and debarkation of 
the British forces, and also of Ihe approach of 
the graad vizier on the side of Syria, collected 
fats troops, and marched to meet the English 
army* Previously, however, to his reaching Rha- 
0uinieh, Genentis Lanusic and Friant, with k 
small number of forces, had the boldness and in- 
trepidity to engage the whole anny of the op- 
ponents, consisting, as it is siud, of l&.ooo in- 
fitntry, ^000 marines from the Sect, 300 horsC) 
and ten pieces of cannon*. After an eng:^ment 
in which the English lost 1,500 and the French 
MOO meni the latter retreated towards Alexan- 
dria, to provide for the defence of that city ; and 
the former- Htuated themselves with their right 
, to the sea, near the Roman camp, and their left 
opposite to the point of lake Maadieh ; and im- 
mediately began, with great activity, to fortify 
thitt posidon, by a strong tine ^f redoubts. 

* This amount of ihe troops is given by General Hej. 

Df the English *nd Fr«Mh<forces in his occoi 
-campsign ', bocbe h palpably partial tohilov 
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■The Frencli troopa having eftcted r junction 
near Alexandria,' and the enemy bein|^ posted in 
K strong and foitilied situation,' it was deterniin* 
«d to make an atl&ck on their right wing with 
^gour and impeUiQ.Bil)r. Accwdingly, the forces 
under General Menouj consisting, as it is fiaid* 
of 8)330 infantry, 1, 3m cavalry, with forty-six 
pieces of cannon, having assembled before day* 
light at the advanced posts, marched to engapjo 
the English army. A false' assault on the left 
was commenced whilst it was dark, and succeed* 
ed in attracting the attention of the English^ 
Gcneial Lanusae, who commanded the left wing, 
immediately moved to engage the right of the 
English, where the most fortnidable attack Was 
intended* Perceiving, however, that the bri- 
gade under General Valentine, who was directing 
his march towards the redoubt and the Roman 
camp, was chected by the heavy fire of the Bri- 
tish forces, he hastened to the spot, rallied, and 
led them tiack to the charge. At that moment, 
fae received a mortal wound t and the impulse * 
vrith which he had animated the troops, imme- 
dialely a^ed { and they were repulsed by'the 
English. Several other attempts were made on 
the enemy's right, but with tio better succeu, 
and the ferccs found it impossible to penetrate 
the En^ish lines. In the centre also tha French 
were every where repelled, and great numbers 
of them slain, or taken prisoners. 

After the failure of. this first attack, the dis- 
persion of the. troops, and the loss of general 
Lanusse, the French became sensible that all 
farther etTorls were vaiu and useless ; because, 
previously to the commencement of the action, 
fiVfry ^pectatioD of success had been founded mi 



Ae effects of a first assautt. The EtigHsh, con- 
Tinced that the principttt attack was directed 
agfunst their nght, marched their reserve to its 
■upport. General Menou then ordered the ca- 
valry to char^ the enemy, when a most dread- 
fiil carnage ensued. They penetrated to the 
•eccmd line of the British infantry and the re* 
■erve. The brave Abercrombyi the English 
general, who was there with bis atafT, was mor- 
lldly wounded. General Roize, the commander 
«f the French cavalry, was killed ; a prodigiom 
number of officers aiid privates shared the sacno 
fiite ; andt when the broken corps retired in din- 
•rder behind the in&ntry, not one fourth sur- 
lived of those who had charged. The destruc- 
titai of the cavalry scarcely left any hope, «aA 
at length General Menou ordered a rotreat i 
and the French, at eleven in the morning, re- 
'«ccupied their position on the heights of Ntco- 
polis. 

This battle seems to have decided the fate of 
' Egypt, as well as' the remaining objects of the 
Tar. Six thousand Turkish troops arrived soon 
after in the road of Aboukir r and the grand vi- 
.nefs army passed the desert. Rosetta and 
Bhamanieh successively fell into the hands of 
the English ;■ and the French were deprived of 
all but a few of the most inconsiderate places* 
The English invested Gizeh, on the left bank of - 
the Nile ; while the vizier pressed Cairo on the 
right. A bridge of boats was erected over the 
- river at Chobra, by which means a communi- 
cation was kept open between the two besieging 
armies, and the position of the French became 
•xtnemely difficult and dangerous. A suspeo- 
•ioa of arms was proposed, in consequence of 
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whkh a treaty was signed, that the giarrison at' 
Cairo should embaric with their armS) artilleryt 
anil baggagC) and be conveyed to France in 
English veascla* Alexandria, however, continued 
t6 hold out against the English and Turkish 
forces, till the entire consumption of its provi* ' 
«ions, when General Menou aent ta njqiiest a 
cessation of arms for three dajs j during which- 
period a convention Was signed, by whibh the 
same terms were obtained a* those granted to 
the garrison of Cairo. The French troops a** 
cordingly embarked, and some of the vessefa 
quitted the coast of Egypt, atjout the same timB 
that the prtliminaries of peace were signed be- 
tween French and England, by which this pro' 
lioce ^ns restored and guaranteed to the TurU^ 
its former poBsesSors. 



IBitory qf J&i/inni(u 

THE extensive empire of Abyssinia is. know'a 
by various names in dJHerent nations t btR 
. the inhabitants call it Itjopid, or Etliiopid. It 
extends from six .degrees thirty minutes t« 
twehty degrees of noi-th latitude, and from 
twenty-six to forty-five degrees of eastern length 
tude, and is bounded on the north by Nubia, ob 
the east by the coast of Abex, on the south \ff 
Alaba arid Ommo Zaidi, and on the west by 
Gorhatn and Cin^ro. It is beliei'ed that this 
country was the ancient kingdom of Saba, ami 
that it was formerly governed by women' in' 
preference to men. Of those one is famous in 
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histoi7i who p^ a visit to Solomon, and aAei^ 
wards established in her kingdom the religion of 
the Jews. Christianity was probably founded 
in AbyssiniOf in the fourth century, where it 
still prevails, biit mixed with many Jewish ritea. 
The religion is exactJy similar to that of the 
Copts. The nominal bead of their church is 
the patriarch of Alexandria, but the abuna is 
generally considered aa the patriarch of Abys- 

This empire has been dismembei'ed of twenty- 
eight provinces, through, the incursions of its 
neighbours, who have considerably reduced it> 
These losses evince the weakness and unwarlikc 
nature of the people, the negligence or incapa- 
city of the emperors, and their want of ability 
to call forth the resources of so extensive and 
fine an empire. The Galla are its gieatest ene- 
mies. It has be^n conjectured, that they are 
descendants of those Jews transported into Assy- 
- ria by Salmanazar, to Babylon by Nebuchad- 
nezcar, or banished by Titus and Vespasian into 
Ethiopia. Tradition says, that they came front 
Palestine i and Mr. Bruce seems inclined to think 
that their ancestors fled before the face of Joshua, 
after he had invaded Canaan and burned Je- 
richo. 

" The GalUs certainly pay adoration to the 
inoon, especially the new moon, for of this I 
have frequently been a witness. They likewise 
worship certain stars in particular positions, and 
at different times of the year, and their religion 
appetu^ to partake of Sabaism. They all be- 
lieve that there wilt be a resurrection from th& 
dead, that they shall rise with their bodies, and 
enter into an tinknown state, which, however^ 

ua 
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rtiall be nore perfect than the present; mi 
where they shall oeither suffer gnef, kickneaa, 
nor WIT kind of trouble. Tbojr-bftve very ob- 
scure and intperfcct ideas of future retribu^cMi 
and punishment ; but conceire that their re- 
ward will consist of a moderate state of enjoy- 
ment wkh the same &mily~ and the same per- 
sons with whom they lived on earth. Polygamy 
is permitted among tbem ; but the men are g& 
ncmliy content with one wife-'-'The love of their 
children seems to obtun a speedy and complete 
ascendancy over passion and pleasure ; and forma 
a striking and noble pait of the characterof these 
savages, which ot^ht not to be forgot*." 

The GaHas always 6ght in families, whether 
Sg^nat one another or a common enemy. They 
arc reputed excellent soldiers for a nirprise, but 
possess not constaticy nor perseverance for sus- 
taining a second attack. They will accomplish 
incredible marches ; Tvim the deepest rivers, by 
taUng hold of the tails of their horses j do 
much injury in a short time, and seldom re- 
turn the same way. They are very service- 
able as light'horse for a regular army in an 
enemy's country. They never give nor a^ 
quarter ; and the report of their cruelties has 
made such an impression «n ihe Abyssinian*] 
that tbey seldom or never withstand the first fit- 
tack of the Gallas. They have a king or chieti 
whom the western Gallas call " lubo,'- and the 
eastern '' mooty." This commander allots to 
each their scene of murder and rapine ; but ol- 
vays orders them to return with s^ed, lest the 
body of the nation should have occaison for 

'Bruce's Tr^TcU. . . 
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Ihslr asBitUoite: All ihe tl^a of Gallas suN 
round Abyssinia fAm eart to west, and mak« 
-ContJRual incurMons into thRt countty; which 
Verves them as ii pallCstra, or place of eXercis6> 
This eriipire would have been destroyed by them 
tong since, had they not been often engaged in 
civil wars among themselves, which aflbrtled some 
respite and tranquillity to the AbyssinianS. 

Abyssinia lies entirely in the torrid zone, yti 
on account of the great rains, the forests, moun- 
tains, and rivers in this country, there lire sotiift 
districts of it which are as cool and tempemtfc ' 
U Spain or Portugal. The vallies and sand^ 
deserts, however, are extremely hot and scort^h- 
Ing, atKl insupportable to any other people ex- 
cept Abysainiana; and the difTennce ofclimatfe 
is veiy perceptible in receding from, or^proxl- 
mating to, the Red SeL The winds here are 
violent and impetuous { Ihe thunder and light- 
ning, awful, alarming, aid dangerous ; and the 
nln fells like torrents of >\ter : during the sea- 
son of these -meteors, the'air is unwholesotne, 
and infected with a pestilential kind of disease. 
The moisture and heat, those valuable means 
of fecundity, cover their meadows with grass 
■Iways renewed, and their trees with blossoms 
■pd fruits at jhe same time. The soil produces 
lAeat, barley, millet, and other grain ; but the 
principal com in this country is called fe^; 
which- is small and slender, and becomes nutri* 
tive and palatable when made into bread. A 
plant grows in Abyssinia which posSessea a sin- 
gular virtue, by Ihe touch and smell of Which all 
venomous creatures are thrown into a slate of 
torpor and insensibility. This plant ra so much 
the more beneficial, as there arc serpents that 
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have a lai^ mouth, which they open to a pro*, 
digious extent, and inhale a great quantity of 
air : this being retained for some time, they ex.- 
. pel it in such forte, and in tuch abundance, that 
they can poison and destroy at the distance of se-- 
Teral paces. 

There ia scarcely a country that produces 
greater abundance or more variety of animals 
than Abyssinia. Their oxen are of such prodi- 
gious size, that Ihey have been mistaken, at a 
Stance, for elephants ; and one of their horns 
is capable of containing more tlian ten quarts* 
But besides these large oxen, wliich are fitttened 
ibr sl^Mghter, tl]j|f have others intended for la- 
bour and carriage, the boms of which are soil 
and flexible, and hang down libe a broken arni. 
The hocs^B of Abyssinia are remarkably beau^ 
tiful and well made : tl^y are generally used in 
war, and are very fleet The elephants remain 
in a yrild state, and ay extremely destructive to 
the com and graiiiit /Their plains are also r^ 
T^ied and laid> waste by the rhinoceros, as well 
as by Uons and tigers. The hunting of the rhi- 
noceros forms a considerable part of the amuse- 
ment of the Abyssinians. Hyssnas abound ia 
Abyssinia, aod exceed . the sheep in number.' 
Some of the towns are full of them, where, 
from the commencement of darkness till the 
dawii of day, they seek the different pieces of 
slaughtered carcases, which this cruel and un- 
clean people expose in the streets without bu- 
rial, and who firmly believe that these animals 
are Falasha, or Jews, from Che neighbouring 
mountuna, transformed by magick, and come to 
eat hutoan flesh in safety. Ttie hyaena, accus* 
tomcd to hujnaa ficsb> walksL about boldl/ in thft 
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^-timC) ttid attacks maMwheitTerhfifindfthim, 
whether attned or unarmed, but always choosea' 
the mule or ass in preference tb the rider. 

The chKodile and the hippbpbtamua abound 
in the Nile. The former of these amphibioua 
animals ia well known ; but the latter is almost 
MwcceHible. and is only discovered by the havOck 
uid deatniction h occasions. The cre&ture hf 
Bearly abnest as large aa the elephant) and, likft 
U, is armed with tiiaka. It has obtained the ap^ 
pellalion of the sea-hurs«, though it pam)te» 
AKire of the nature and quality of the m. It i^ 
Kiucn bolder in the irater than on land, and will 
attack boats and bai^a, ahd frequently overset 
t^m. It te&ti and devours not so mitch for th<l 
sake of food, aa to glut itself with blood ; amt 
leaves the carcases fof other Toracioua creaturesr 
When it rpars, the earth ti^mbles. It is com- 
monly in the water dnring'xhe day, and on land 
in the night. It avoids the scht of an armed man, 
ttid is tcrrlBed at fire-arms ; wit the female. When 
wiGb young, is extremely dangefous. The male 
assDcistes with several ; and, like the domestick 
cock in his circle) seems attentive and jealoUSi 
Aid yill not stlf^e^ a rival. 

The torpedo, or cramp fish, 1i frequently: 
caught io the lakes and rivers bf Abyssinia. It 
is affirmed to be of such a nature, as to cAiise if 
tJiJInesB or numbne'.s in those who touch it; fov 
rihlch reason it is employed in medicine^ and 
applied in cases of fever, aa if to allay th6 
heat, and fender the disease torpid. The-;^4^'ia 
a singiilar kind of bird, which, by wonderful iiH 
atinct, will direct the sportsman to his game^ 
and neyer leave him till he has obtained his ob- 
ject i but fie must be carefiil t^ go armed/ as it 
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will sometimes IceuI hhn to some fierce wtl4 
beut, or duigerous creature. This bird chieflf 
lives on the blood or flesh of those animals 
vhich arc thus killed by its direction. The mo- 
rock, or honey-bird, is said to enable the natives 
to discover whetc the bees have deposited the 
fruits of their labours, some of which is found 
in small holes and caverns of the earth ; but, 
adds Mr. Bruce, " I cannot for my own part 
conceive, that in a country where so many thou- 
sand hives are Icept, there was any use for giv- 
ing to a bird a peculiar instinct, or faculty, o( 
discovering^ honey, when at the same time na- 
ture had deprived him of the power of availing 
hitnself of any advantage from the discovery ; 
fi}r man seems in this case to be made for the 
aerrice of the morock, which is very difiereirt 
fram the ordinary coorse of things ; man cer> 
tainly needs him not, for on every tree, and on 
every hillock, he may see plenty of combs at hit 
own disposal. I cannot then but think, with all 
submission to these itatural philosophers, -that 
the whole of this is an impr^iable fiction ; nop 
did I ever hear a single penon in Abyssinia SQ^ 
geet, that either this or any other bird bad such 
a property •-" 

This country is frequently ravaged and deso* 
lated by clouds' of locusts, which occasion fk- 
inine by devouring the plants and blades of 
giass, and pestilence by the putre&ction of their 
dead bodies, which cannot all be buriKd or in- 
terred. The Abyasinians, however, have found 
meuis to convert these insects into a kind of 
food. They are eaten Iresh, or dried and re* 

' Travels to diicover the Soarce of the Nile. 
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daced to powder, of which k paste ia tfterwank 
taadci and their meat is said to be agree^fe and 
vholesome- 

The Jews have been settled In this countrf 
from time immeroOTial. There are also manf 
Mabometans and Pagans. The religion of th» 
latter people is very littk known* but c^onaists 
juther in superstitious rites and ceremonies, dian 
in the adoration of idols. The Christians are 
the most numerous in Abyasinia. Amraig such 
a variet}' of people) a proportionate variety of 
languages may be expected ; and) in &ctt eveiT 
province, and almost every district, has its own 
particular dialect. The court langn^e crnisists 
of a mixture of almost all those of the empire ; 
and is neither deficient in oopkiusness nor me- 
lody of expression. The Ethiopick style retains 
its ancient dignity, being not only used in all 
their religious and learned books, but also in their 
laws and records*. 

If we except those Ethiopians who, tn the 
time of Augustus, were conudered by the Ri^ 
mans as disagreeidile and ugly, the Abyaslnians 
are in general well proportioned. They are of a 
tall and majestick stature ; arc rather brown thtt 
fiur ; have large and sparkling eyes ; nosfcs more 
high than flat; thin lips, and very white teetlu 
.They are of a sober and temperate dis]M|^ipfi, 
and naturally incline to nrtue and pietyT^Rej 
•cldom quarrel with each other ; but when thtf 
happens, in the first returns of reason they nhr 
the deciuon of the matter to an arbiter, or to 
the ttUer of the place. The administration of 

. * The gcez, orlanpi^e of the ihipherds, wu only 
retained in writingi and the la'cred Bcriptucei beiiig ip 
tbat topgue, prevcated the entire dliuie of it. Jfiitt. 
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^jtuticc IS neither tedious -nor com|dex. Imif 
hnc pleads his own cauie ; asd when jndgmeet 
is once given, they faithfully observe the decrve 
without murmur or ^peal. They are. very a£- 
lectul in their nuuiners, and fond of dress. The 
women. tire permitted to appear aixeoad, and visit 
itheir friends end relations. The wives of per- 
itons of quality U,j their inclJnationB under no 
Veatrmit, though their husbands are niuch.dia- 
^eaaed with their conduct ; but those of in&- 
'nor rank are generally foithiiil and true. 

". Although," says Mr. Bruce, " the JesuilB 
ihave told us a great deal respecting their msr- 
'liage and polygamy,' yet nothing .may with 
jnore safety be averred, than that there is no 
-marrying in Abyssinia, unless that which is con- 
tracted by mutual consent, without any form, 
■and subsisting only till dissolved by dissent of 
each other, may be so called*." When a sepa- 
ration takes place, the children are divided bo- 
'tvrecn them. One woman mt^ prohabfy have 
vs. or seven husbands successively. 

Th«r dishes are escellent, and of various 
.kinds. They have neither wine nor cyder, 
Cbaugh they might tn^ke an abundance of the 
Ibrmer. Their usual beverage is hydromel, 
which is a mixture of honey and water, brought 
M-^^^te of fermentation. At a banquet in 
AfipRnia, we arc told, that a cow or bull is 
brought to the door d the room, where the com- 
ponr is astembled ; and the dew-lap being cut 
40 Oicp as to Arrive at the &t, a few drc^s of 
tdood are sprinkkd on the ground. They then 
penetrate the skin, on the back of the beast, and 

• Brace's Travels. 



fn e»A side of ths ^ari, and atrip off the Udft 
of the cow OT buU half-way down its riiw. AU 
the flesh is then cut off the buttocks ta solid 
tqunv pieces, and eaten r*w with teff bread ; 
uid the animal ciHiUnues alive till nearly th« 
■ whole is constlqud. The men are fed by the 
women, who having wrapped the meat an4 
bvad ipto the form of a cartrid^, thruat it into 
flie first person's mouth they find opeo and 
empty, and which from its Uilk is in danger trf ■ 
choking him. ITiia is considered as a mai^ o£ 
g^iwideur i and the greater a man would appear, 
the lat^r pece of flesh and bread he will taktf 
into his mouth. Besides, the more noise he.' 
makes in eating, the mpre polite he is thought to 
he- They never drink till they have finished 
their repast. 

They were till lately unacquainted with the 
tools employed in different arU ; and for them, 
as well as for the knowledge of using them, 
they were indebted to the J«uits. When, there- 
fore, they who had never before seen otie ston© 
placed above another in a. regular manner, be« 
hdd a builduig with h%h stories, they wera 
astonished at the sight, and called it a hotiae 
Upon a house. Notwithstanding their paucity 
of tools, they had cloth, stuffs exceedingly weH 
woven, and jewels of the neatest wid most ciH 
nous workmanship. The Tories and the GalJi, 
who keep their traders in a continual state of 
Uockade, would prevent the Abyssinians from 
travelling into forei^ countries, even if they" 
had such an incUnatton. They are also unwil- 
ling that the entrance into Abyssinia, should be 
opened. The Jews, Arabians, and Armenians, 
arc their common merchapts or brokers i and 
Vol. XIII. X 
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fliey depend on factors for disposing of their 
merchandize in e:{changei which is seldom in lU- 
vour of themselves. Silks, brocades, velvets, ta- 
pestry, carpets, and other costly stuffs are 
brought by the Turks by the way of the Red 
Sea, and exchanged for gold-dust, emeralds, 
and valuable horses, together with skins, furs, 
leather, honey, wax, Ivory, and abundance of 
Sbfterflulttes. Notwithstanding, therefore, the 
productions of the country, Abyssinia I9 sti^ 
poor. ' 

They have neither inns nor pubtick houses (of 
the entertainment of strangers, but, consi4ering 
their extreme indigence, they arc v^ry liberal 
and hospitable. If an unknown person coti- 
.tinue in a village or camp of the Abyssinian^ 
longer than three hours, the irhple communit)' 
is under the necessity of lodging and accommo- 
dating him at the publick cJiar^e. A stranger 
need only enter the first hut' or tent he likes, an,d 
acquaint the owner with his wants, who imme-i 
lately fiimishes liim with all necessaries and 
conveniences from the chief of the place. The 
won^en pever have occasion for the aid of a, 
midivife during the time of parturition ; they 
bring forth with great ^ility, aild suckle their 
children without trouble or embarrassment, 
Notwithstanding the various changes gf their 
climate, from the extremes of sultry and burn- 
ing heats, to the violent and continual rains and 
inundations which happen in Abyssinia, the 
people are remarkable for longevity. 

Thhi empire is equally fijrtilc in mineral a^ 
in animal and vegetable productions. The AbyS- 
sinians possess mines of gold, but prudently coflr 
ceal dih treasure from strangers, and content 
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thevulres with what is brought, fiom NigndK 
wid other parts, rather than hazard the subju- 
gation and oppressioa of their own country. 
They gather, however, great quantities of that 
inetal wiuhed down by tbe torrents from the 
mountains, and whkh consiBts of largp gnuns. 
Silver is more scarce among them ; but they 
bare mines of lead and iron, which are very va- 
luable. But, unable to endui« the unwhole^ 
some damps and vapours, to support the ground 
which is in danger of overwhelming them, or to 
drain off tbe waters which threaten an inunda- 
tion, they work little in those minea, and are 
satisfied with the quandty of metal they End on 
the surbce of the earth. Abysunta is also sup- 
posed not to be destitute of copper and tin- 

They dig salt from rocks in the shape of 
bricks, but of different sizes and weights { that 
which ia on the surface of the rock is hard and 
aolid ; but in the intcnial parts of the mine it is 
eXUw:ted from saline spiiugs, where U is soft tilt 
consolidated b^ the heat of the sun. This ar- 
ticle, though very common, is considered as va- 
luable ; and every peraon carriea^a small piece 
of it) BUHpended in a bag, from the girdle. 
When two friends or acquaintance meet, tbey 
produce their bits of salt, and give them to each 
other to lick. The refusal of this compliment 
on either side would.be conaidcred as a grow 
affront, and an open declaratiou of some inward 
or private resentment, or, at least, as a mai^ of 
incivility. It ia said, that tbe beat of the cli. 
mate, which renders the mouth parched and 
dried, was the cause of this whimsical and dts> 
agreeable custom ; but it would certainly be 
jnore cleanly and becoming, and at tbe tame tiow 
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mi eC bia ovb salt in mofaten'mg Ma mouth, im 
««wl of lickingthat erf anWhcr. 

We tave also :beea infbnned of a mo^e of 
wceniag \4tin, wJikA ii stffl more singtilaT anff 
«UicatD¥!3 ^an that of hAutation, and which h 
'Klatcd by a niniotwrj' who had been iotro-' 
'duced at tbc eooK of a petty 'pi4nce cf the Gi^>' 
In. "He (the Ung) -w* s5H!ng," saya 'he,- 
" on the ^Ktimd, in the'rbid(!l« of his hut, hav-~ 
onghMcourtierflttroiindlriRi, each with k )<6a'ht' 
-htii 'hotid. No sooner had I entered) fhati 1^' 
-whole tamipmj men in iBotton, stid ex^rrised^ 
thiAr rod* «p«i me -audt ownerfcifyily. i"#a«* 
'qk^gMi to betake tnyaetf to ffight, and Mnn^ 
reached the door, whi(^ was the estabitsliea 
'^ligBal, they ctAfied to btmlnalte; ^nd Wt-eived* 
!me vith siany compliftierftB.'' Being asked why 
tt)«y <treat iBieir fiHa*d« /wKh this ceT^Ttionial,' 
^bo src wrHttxl wtti Mpected, th^ i^pliefi^' 
■" thtt *hiB -Was done 10 teach and coiivMce 
«toK who- visited tbem, fhllt there is no tioticffi ' 
-freMer «r liraver than Vh^ra, and tum ihnst 
•who tfocoat th«h may iearn to "hiimWe and de- ' 
■laeaw lb«»ns«H»es bdfore ftirtti." 

Th& iWftiftid cuyioEFitkB of Al^sslma are, ■ the ' 
iloftyahdaltBoet inaccesstble ftidUiitains, in corrt- 
ipariKOQ-ofwUch the Alps end Appen nines are ' 
«teic hillOcllB. They are of very great servict ■ 
to this cmmtry, wWcb, without those rmpen^- 
■IriWe barriers, iroiild lang since have become ' 
the posaesdhm af the Turks and Gallas, or 
other hbetile nations. VVhUst their awful and ' 
-inaccOEtble summits seem to reach abore the " 
iiigliest cloudsi the vallies 'beneath appear t* ' 
^biik thcfnaelvea in ibe lowest Ed>y8SC3 of the- 
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««Kh. Some of (hose ridges exhibit tbe sem> 
UtuaceAf'wi^Is, towerst and cities; odien, iigch 
a sinqoth and even nuface, as renders tltem 
like nurrors ; and some are to tollowet! out by 
nature, as to resemble ftpaitments, churches^ 
«nd palaces. At the bottom of these mountakii 
' are steep precipices, where' the torrents roll 
^own great stones with a loud and tremehdocH 
noise ; and on their summits are plains, where 
towns, haye been built. Some parts of these 
mountains bare also beat convertnl into prisons, 
vben the jBrst children of their kings, whose 
competition for the throne was apprehended to- 
be ,producttve of mischief, w«e kept in Confine> 
Ukeot, KQd languiriied in solitude and misery. 
.. In these mountains, the beautiful rivers whicb- 
-water Abyssinia have their rise. Mr. Biuce't 
iodefatigable labours have tended much to ^r^ 
t^y the geographer and the philosopher relative 
to the stwrce and pragreu of the NUe in Abys- 
•inia. That learned and ingenious traveller 
buitd its /ISC in the country of the Agows, the 
spring °f which is twelve &et diameter, and 
ftQparenily surrounded with sods by the nei^- 
bouring people, who worshipped the river. In 
the midst of this eminence is tbe first fountain 
of the Nile, in which the water is clear and 
limpid, and is about three feet in diameter, 
and six feet in depth. The second fountain ia 
less in diameter, but deeper than the first, and 
iJmut ten feet distant. The third is tdraut twen- 
ty feet west from the first. These sevefal foun- 
tains, which are consecrated as altars by the na- 
tives, and from tbe foot of each of which issues 
^brisk rill, unite, and form one stream. Though 
the water is exposed to the scorching heat of the 
X 3 
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Win, and- without sny' shade whatCTCr,' it M Mv 
ciecdingly cold, and extremely light end good; 

The streams thus united run easCwartli aid 
t&Ei varying their direction due north, and re- 
ceiving many subsidiary riTtiletS) which K<fii*fo 
their strength ami size, the rirer arrives Ma 
mountainous country vest ward, where h St- 
■ceAds a cataract of fifteen feet in height,' arid 
•JMy yards in breadth. Proceeding forward, it 
joins the Jemma, about its own tizct and peSMa 
through the lake Tzana, or Dembea, whiht 'f t 
still preserves ita stream in dll its native eolonr 
and brightness. After a pr^rrts of variaus, 
and often contrary directliHn, it arrives at 'a 
confined situation, between the mountains of' 
Begemder, and sdon after reiMhea the fiunouB 
cataract near Alata. This affords one oT the 
graodestand moat magnificent swctfccles in ttie 
world. The nwae of the "Nile, precipithttd 
orer this dreadful catapct, resembles the loudest 
thunder, and may be heard at an Almost incre- 
diUe distance. "This was a sight," says Mr. 
Bruce, " so astonishing, so truly grand, that 
ages added to the greatest length of humtln life 
would not ei!ace or eradicate it from my "me- 
mory. It struck me with a kind of stupor, and 
A total oblivion of wliere 1 was, "and of enry 
other sublunary concern.*" 

Below the cataract, the Nile runs in a mtntn* 

* " But when rougtt crags and lieidlen|[ Citvncli-Te- 
<;eivehii Ntightj force, Trnd- thai tke rocks &ho«kl hnpeda 
his fonTicT uniutenuptcil course, he dasliM hi> whitened 
wa'era up aloft, lo as to obscure the face of heaven, and 
tven the earth irembleiwith his waves. The mouniains 
nor, and again iVe waves, foaming with rage, tsunantlr 
tksnmanquishidwaiersiDWbiM." Xmor. - 
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ithannel'betWMn two rcieks, with tmii aoias, .an^ 
impetuous Velocity. Here it asnunes a soutli- 
caaCem diretAian, and, after bung increased by 
a number of tributary streams and rivulets, 
ukn a course almost clue north. Tiiese wind- 
ings and sudden changes of direction, for thou- 
sands of miles, prevented its royal and philo- 

■ sopfiiceJ pursuers from reaching its source- Af- 
ter passing along for many leagues, the Nile 

.then 'forces its passage through an opening of 
the mountiuns which enclose the country of the 
Gongas, and precipitates its waters over a 
frightful cataract, whose height is not less than 
two hundred and eighty feet 1 What terror and - 

. amanment roust seize the mind of the travel- 
ler, who beholds such an assemblage of waters 

< dashed, with the sound of thunder, from such 
a dreadful and stupendous height, into a vast 
rocky base below, from whence in foam the 

: precipitated' billows rebound to heaven I Not 
here, however,' the tortured Nile has rest : soon 
after, it is hurried ov'er two other cataracts, 
being confined between the mountains of Dyre, 
or Tegla, where is found the fine gcrfd of Sen- 
nan which the natives call tibbar. 

Directing its course close by Sennar, the Nile, 
after running nearly due north and south, turns 
eastward, and, when swollen to its greatest 
height, aflbrds a prospect pleasiug and delight- 
ful in these dreary and inhospnable regions. 
Rolfing majestically along, it bends to the north- 
east, and uniting its waters with those c^ Tec- 
cazze, a large river, which also rises in Abys- 
«nia, flows by a great and populous town rail- 
, ed Chendi, which was probably at Some period 
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the imperul seat of the CMidaceS) qnfena rf 
•£chio[Ha. Being jraned sooa aftw hy the greaC 
rirer Atbara, tbc Astaboru pf the andcMs, it 
verges north for about two degreeSf when aud-. 
denlf turning west by south, it enters the UB(f- 
dom of Dongola, uid uriTcs at MoscbOi a 
town and place of refreshraent lor the can* 
Tana, at the time they paued from Egypt to 
Ethiopia.. Bending north-east, it meets with a 
chun of mountiuns, where is the seventh and. 
last cataract} frightfully high, though net so 
tremendous .as that at Alata, already.- mcDtioa-i 
ed. Having passed these cataracts, the Nile 
niters Egypt. 

The hthe Tzaiu, or Dembea, is by fiir the 
largest expanse of water known in Abyssinia* 
Its greatest breadth is thirty-five miles, and iU 
length forty-nine. During the dry mouths, 
from October to March, the lake hecomea leasi 
but, after the rivers which surround it are full, 
it necessarily swells, extends itself into the plaio 
country, and of course covers a much larger 
aurface. In this lake are eleven infaahnted , 
islands, which were formerly used as prisow . 
for people of distinction, or for a voluntary re- 
treat. The reason why the Nile does not mix 
its waters with those of the lake, in its pas- . 
%age through it, which is a fact founded on 
jireqaent and indisputable observation, is the 
lara;enes3 and violence of its stream. 

The Mareb, another considerable river of 
this country, has its source in the Tigre, from 
whence.it enters the sandy deserts of the Cat 
fres, and precii»tating itself down a cataract 
thirty ctibits in height, butiea itself in tho 
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^rtrfmd* +hc Portuguese, howCTcr,' by Signing, 
found ncrt only ^cnty of sweet water, but au 
■tbondonce of exceRent fish. 
- The gdvcrmiient of Abyssinia has been al-, 
^ys monarchical, hnd entirely despotick ; atiify 
tloiifllh its origin and uninterrupted series of 
nionarchs are^yeiy floubtful and uncertain, no 
I>er«)d 'oF fime can be found in tbch- rraditioa 
t>r amfth in wbioh Ihoae princes did n,ot hilc 
vHtb Brt)Itrarj aiithoifty, and claim an absolnte 
•Ml'hjdefcasible r^hl orer (he lires anfl liberties 
Bf tlieir Subjects, as well in TnattCTs eccleBtasti- 
»al as civil. There are tio written laws to re- 
M'Btn lite exoi'hitant power of the prince, or to 
^Wertd aid ■sectrrc flic privilege and ■ property 
■of' the Bobject; and the (Sergj' have been the 
Wily "peraons -Who "have ever darcH to ' oppose an 
eftl^ttifll reiistance to the unjust pirjcccdings of 
<he etnpcTor. These princes toast that (hey 
are ijeacendants of Mcrmek, or Davrd, the son 
tfffht i»rcat 'Solomon, ^y the queen df Shebaj 
and, by virtue uf this noble descent, they ave 
edled najT^fts, and sid(hi;sscd with (he title of 
^ttttg' of krnga. They riho cany in their armsihe 
Bon ojflie tribe of Jntlah, holding a cross, witb 
tVa 'legend Inscrilied ; The Htm of iSe tribe ufJu- 
4o}t has congiOred. ' 

The respect \vtrich is paid to flie emperor is 
similar to his title and iHgnilj', and none of hi^ 
.Bubiects ever 'approach him, without exhibiting 
tnarks oF the most abject submission and ser- 
vility. He Boes tiot, Indeed, conceal himself 
Irom publick view, like the eastern monarchsj 
but shows himself readily &nd"fi'equcntjy to hii 
people. The emperorSves mcmcln lenta thaA 
in palaces; but these tents are as magniiiccnt 
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M palaceS) while his guard tbmia ft real umf^ 
•ndJiia court a pompous and splendid retinue* 
The whole camp a{^ars like a vast, open, and 
regular city, in whose centre, or on some emi- 
Bent part, is displayed the imperial pavitioni 
excelling; all the rcM in richness and beautj't' 
The retinue of the emperor is augmented bj the 
women, during military espedititHis, to which 
they are ft great incumbrance. When the camp 
breaks up, or remoTes from one place to another, 
even in time of peace those countries throa^ 
which the army passes experience a real calami- 
ty, because the roads must be repaired, Mid pro- 
Tiuona fiimished and conveyed by the inhabitants, 
Vho are thus succes«vely ruined throughout the 
whole empire. However surprising it may ap- 
pear, tbe camp is divided into parishes, each of 
which has its own clergyman, with deacons, and 
other ecclesiasticks, who perform divine service, 
«nd instruct tbe youth in religion and morality. 

. Whenever an enemyunear, the army marches 
inclose rank, and in the best order. The wings 
are extended, and the emperor, with his officers 
and guards, keeps in the centre. At other times, 
hA regularity is observed, and only the sound of 
kettlc'dniins, and of other wariike instruments, 
. intimates tbe approach of an army. 

The crown rf Abyssinia is hereditary, and 
must devolve on the posterity of Menilek, their 
first monarch ; but the succesuon docs not ne- 
cessarily pass to the eldest. The emperor, if 
be thinks proper, can make choice of a youngeC 
•on, whom he deems more worthy, oris more 
inclined to favour. I'his custom has frequently' 
•ccanoned a jealousy ^ai tnisuDdcrttaodiog bc< 
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toeen the young princes, and umetiinea been 
the cause of civil wars ; and, in all probabilit]'', 
gave rise to the practice of keeping all those 
princes who bad a right to the throne confined 
upon the top of a mountain, where tbey are 
^oself guarded, and no person luffcred to came 
near them. Neither mewHige nor letter can bo 
convened to these unfortunate prisoners ', and 
tbev are obliged to dress themaelvea in the usual 
Bart) of the common people, ICiL tbey should 
become proud and ambitious. 

This custom, it has been said, tma abc^shed 
by. the indirect repmadi of one of the king's 
•ons. Having a fon^iess and partialHj for tbia 
hoy, who was on\y eight years of age, the cnM 
p£ror was spor^g with him one day, when r 
courtier approached, and-obaerved that the child 
was growing tall. No sooner did the young 
pripce hear these words, thui looking tenderly 
af hi» &ther, he said,-" Hare I became biv 
CQOUgh to be s«tt to Uie mountain 1" Afleeted 
by this moving apostrophe of his son, the eni< 
peror commanded the custom to be abotished) 
mud obliged his council to swear that it shouM 
never be re-estAUished. Mr. Bruce, bowcveif 
fi>und it still in fbrqe. ' ■ 

: The ccreti)ODy at the corooation of their 
lungs is grand and magnificent. MucTi of the 
pei%)nnaoGe Doosista in religious rites, such as 
reading the litui^, and unging psalms atid 
hymns suttee to fbe occasion. - T^e ^rand al- 
loonep- annooDces the monarch to" tht^* ptopl«(' 
and informs them that he is made clxHce of to 
gjc^ven) tbein- The duty ofLi sorePsigA is read* 
lUtd fft pl M ittd IQ the empcroT) whg t^es w 
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oath'Utat tie WiU ^sctuu^ it with jiMljee and. 
iDoderatioD* He i» then uiointed hy the nie^, 
<ropotitan, who invests hiin witb tbe rofal 
robos, places a crown of gold and silvev on hia, 
bead, and puts the sword c^stat^ into bis handat 
after which he is saluted emperor of Ai^ssiniai. 
Uid recdved by the peo)^ with hsud and re- 
(leated acclamations. Tlie kii^ having aaMtett 
M divine service, and taketL the holT^ commu- 
mou, the ceremony teminatcB in acts of festii; 
tity. 

■ TbeempeBor^ in imitation of Solomorii from 
whom they pretend to he desoendcd) alloir them' 
■elves the liberty of having a plurality of wivesj. 
%Qd, like turn, of difierent religions ; insomuch 
tbat both Chrislianity and P^^i«m hare bcuv 
encouraged' at the sane tkne> From a regant 
to religion, hqwcver, those Pagan or Maho^ 
mctan princesses have, in general, bt^a in^ 
atnicted and baptked, previeusly to their be- 
QomiDg the wives ^ the mooarehi As soon as- 
(he cntpetor has made ehoiee of a. youn^ lady 
to be his. wi£e, they attend the chuccfa tt^ethei^. 
and) having received the sBcnmeni, return to 
the rc^al payilioq, accompABted by the vbuia 
coun, in their richest attira. This, ceremony' 
being finished, the nobles and clergy we wmp- 
tuously treated, and the feaat does not tennis' 
nate till evecy thiag is coofiunted wfaidi haA 
beui served um 

Of all these wiv^s,, tbs prince ntek&a chofen- 
of OQKy whom he causes to be prochnmed em- 
press, and who enjoys superior [Hdvilegest Om 
tbejcl^ she IS to be instidted Uegb^, she appeaw 
in the tcfit oi the mooarcht wbidi she vas rnV 
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d to do bcfen, Mid m KBtsd on t oMKh' 
tKBT Um intpcriid throne ; wvlt upon « signal be* 
ii^ made, one of the cbaplniiw of ibeenipenv en* 
fen tfae covrt, and ^ocialbw tiie «mpreu ( ^- 
ter which the crown is ^ut upea btr be»dt bal 
she ia not WKHnted. 

The Abyuiiuui enpevors receive biilf ocdon, 
mod aome of them have been conaecrated poeat!* 
wid officiated in that-capacky ; but with this n* 
unction, that if by any means tber abed thA 
bloed of man, tbej were immediately drreated 
of thmr office. In genaral, howcveci the ma- 
March coofiites kimsetf to tbe deaoonal^ wbich 
{■ alio grained to tbe fioUes and gvettt oSiceEi 
of the court, who auumo those orders, that theif 
vnajr «i^y the privitege of the clergy ; «ntw 
into die satictUMT ; ^«s0Bt 4he cKMs to be >kiwr 
«d; and, what is more than ^ besides, have 
■uEhority Mid power in (hat body of pec^ sT 
-which by ordination tiwy form a pait. Tht 
abune^s pimdpd «mploymeM indeed is ordin»- 
lloRi A number of wwn «Bd .-ohUdten prt- scnt 
themsdves at a distance, -and there Kmd from 
hufaXty, not daring to approach him. He 
then «du who these ase ; and, batig «c^ thMt 
Hhvy are persons who wirii to be deacons, be 
iptiriaes two or three signs with a cpoas, and 
blows with his mouth twice or thrice upon th«ra, 
saying, " Let them be deacooH.*' 1 saw oncC 
iall tin army of Begembder made deacons, irtM 
bad iust retunied from shedding -the Ucxx) tg 
ten dmuaand men. They wcic ^bwo -up as be- 
fore described, and tbe abuna stood abont A 
quarter of a mile dtstaot -from them. WiA 
this army were mingle^ about oiv thousand 
" Vol, Xflf. T 
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woman who, tuniBg partiken of the aune bitat 
andlMWuKshmcntof the oross, wcreconseqiuntt 
If Ai Rood de&coiM as the rest *■ i 

- In all matters, exce[Aing Lhose vhicb regard 
the dtaciplioe of the church, to which he strict^ , 
conforms himself, the emperor eDJopa absolul* 
and nncoDtrolled authority over the lives, and 
pnpertf of his subjects. He is the odI; svve^ 
t^n of tbtt scroll kingdoms and provinces qf 
thia extensive empire. He disposes of all (ha 
lands throughout his dcaninions, except in Tigt* 
and Dcmbetit where are some noble and pHfir 
leged tamilies, whose properties aqd dignitiei) 
Hi^etB in ease of rebellion) he never alienate* 
fniD their ancient possesaora. Formerly it ww 
the custom of the eniperors not to appear W 
publick ; and it was seldom fcnown that they iBi 
terfered in the affairs of government, the cai'e «f 
' iKhich waa generally committed to two ministeM* 
jrhcHii they df nominated favourile*. That pr^ 
ticCr however) has been ^wlished, and they have 
nnce onwdcred it as prudent and expedient, tf 
show themselves to th^r subjects at least three 
or four times in a year ; thot^h none are pe»- 
fBitt«d to sec them cat, besides the pagw whfl 
feed them. Even the empress is dem^d tfitf 
privilt^e, though she dines and-supa in conipany 
with hat ladies ; and when the mwiarch fpvtt 
audieitce to foreign ambassadors, be sits out of 
Kghf, and apealu to them by an officer called 
Kal Hatz^ the voice or v>ord ^the Idng \. 

" I have already mentioned transiently the ci|v 
cunutance, that the king is not seen when he vem 
)n couocili the manner of it is thu^: when, hi 

■ Sruce's Travel*. f 8nK«, 
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kid lAitiiKtt finriMriy, he reiWned GotwtmUr 
In a room of his palace, which had a eonimunL- 
cation with the audience and council, by means 
ertwo folding: doors, or targe windows, the bot- 
toms of which were aboat three steps from the 
grounds These doors or Windows were latticed 
with crtxa bdrs of w6od like a ca^. and i thin 
curtain or veil of tdfiety silk was hung within it) 
M> that by darkehki^ the inner room, the Hag 
tew every psrstm in the outer chamber, whilst he 
liimself was visible tb no one. The conKaat - 
mn in which Abyssinia haa been engaged, sine* 
the HahometaiM took possession of AM, bava 
Mcudoned this troublesome custom to be wholly 
lud aside, unless oo paiticolar occ«ri(His, and at 
coimcil, when it is still c^Merved with the ao* 
dent tf rictness : and we find, in the hitrtory of - 
Abyseinb, that the army and kif^dom have fra> 
gently owed their aafety to the personal beh»> 
viour Hod oHiduct of the king^, in distingiushing 
«nd exposing himself in battle, whiah advantage 
ttiey fnust have lost, had the original cnatom pre* 
vailed. Mowever, to this day,'wti^ he is abroad 
on horseback) or sitting in any of his apaimcntt 
■t hotfie where pebtrt&are admitted, h^ is ao car 
Tcred that his eyes only are visible"." 
. When the officer who is denominated Kal 
Hala^, delivers the words of the king to the asi' 
KmUy convened in council, the members riaa 
•ad sUnd on their feet as if the monarch wen 
present. If, upon a division, a majority of them 
be agunst him, they are frequently punished for 
voting contrary to his sentiments ; for, though it 
ta ubderatood by convening tbem togetiier, tbu 



* Brace's Trtrdf. 
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thenijori^ iiflHtdcuniuiieirithrwpattM IM 
BTOpiicLy of the nwasure proposed, Cbe kingt be 
lui authority, entirety aupcrsedeB theip votes ttnd 
opiuiaiib The Abys^itiaa iQODUch ia nerec 
Ken to mlk, nor to set his Foot oa the ground 
Out of his own paUce i and whea he weiUd dio- 
WBOimt from the bone or wilt on wki^ ha 
ndeiy ■ gcF^uit attends him with a Btoplt wbtk 
^n»a it propcriy te KMire hiai. He ride* lat^ 
the uiti-chmmbet when h)i tbroa* slandS) «r. (if 
Ae Mo^ in tfcc aleovc of 1^ tvnl. 
. Iiuuadof K. &vocuBtc ininiilT. « ehicf offius 
k cieatod whom^ iImj call i!a^ ot ftriatipai, attif 
who li gtairrAaimo. He haa under hi« taw 
bieraeen, one ^ whom ia a hi|J) atcwaid^ diwl 
whose power tittcnds net wly over all the vioeD 
ioya) gnrenMin, and eenarab of .the afmjr, ba^ 
alia Brer ah the elvil iiidges of the em[Mre ; th^ 
other is ooly aa under stewartc^ (he king's houMM 
hold, «hi(4 ia geReraUy conipoaed ofinea of ^ 

All placea of htnour or autboqty are boueht, 
md acdd to Ihaoe who bid the greateat pricea u« 
Ifaem ; insocouch thai .the parchaaga.. jaorieg 
lapniiGthj; 'hr 'iTrrgrti'^jhTr'Tfrilir,. nrr t'Wigrit, 
to oppress bR that ai^'undar then ; and hew» 
Itesc govemon andofficKr»bec*ine pluodecersi. 
ijMher than protecfiora eC the peo|^. Mor caibi 
riM iBJiiacd and oppcewed oh^ aMf Padnas q£ 
dKir^tiennees} iot, khough afificala aie admib.' 
ted Seom Ac ifdirior to Ihe superior couitit Ba4- 
ftora thence to the c«icrar himaetf, f et few dare, 
to venlnre oa such, an aMeti^t, from die conae^-,, 
qneacea which oaawnanly foUpw. Mr> Bruo^ 
mdeed, tells us, that " it is the constant practice' 
in Abf suiua, to btaet 0M Uag** doors uid ma-'' 
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iows irithEn fais hearing, and there from tnom^ 
ihg to night cry ^ud for justice, in a (^stressed 
Mid comjdBiniD^ tone of voice, and in all the 
Afferent languages of which they are masters, 
^t they may obtiuci admittance, and have their 
Aipposcd gricTances heard and redressed." But 
tbis, it appears, is A^uently done by a Company 
Bf v&grants, who are i>rotidcd, hired, and majn. 
tldned for this ptirpose, and whose sole occupa- 
IktRis, to cry and lament in such a manner, si 
if they had been really injured «nd oppressed} 
Mid idl this for' the king's honour, and that b» 
n'ay not become too solitary and thoughtfiil '*. - 
* As all employinents, both civil and -military, 
Mr disposed of by purchase, we need not be at* 
toss to judge how' the troops are commanded^ 
and in what manner justice is administered. The 
form of proceeding in thdr courts of law is wise* 
tf- establish^}. Neither counsellors nor attomies 
Me permitted-to impeach or implead any man. 
Tbe plaintiff and defendant argue their own 
cause, and the judge hariiig consulted the opi- 
nion of the assembly, passes sentence accord^ 
ingly; but-heb not compelled to follow the ge^ 
Beml'^entimeiits of (he people. He purchases 
• " Sometimes, while 1 w^ bujy in mj room diirinr 
the rainy seaBon, there would be four or Gve hundred 
people, 'who w<nild begin tome to rokr and cry, at if in 
pUn I xad otben to demand juatke, is if that momem 
^uSitriag, or imiantly to be put to death. Tlut borrid 
timphony wu so artfully performed, tbac no eat cpnld. 
distinguish but that it was occasioned by real distress. 
Being inlerrogaied, however, as to the cause of their la- 
neiiration,' they )«pAed that it wax done to bonoar me b<w 
tee the pc<q)le, and to prevent my becoming; melanchb* 
In and Kqoeated that I would give them somelUag M 
wink, to ei^lethem toGo|iti^tW>li;ir)V(KrkuiUiE^irit. 
ud visour." inice,' 

Y a 
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1m office; and ike MnteiiMvftem twiMtMt^tbk 
penmty of vayiafc for ti«' criioc- coouniMmk 
H« ttm^orc incura u punnbineat, and iirsxpiNr- 
•d to M abmtan, ^7 M* in|i»tioe> 
- In crimiiMl obmi iC Ike unued te fcwid 
yuUtf, Ik )■ itapmoncd by tk« judfc, tiU ke-tM* 
aiade wScient teHittiaa aad tMi^ctiwi to ikp 
|wncn he bai injurvd; or>f die erioM bfropt 
Ul> he is dcbv«fe4' itto tbc huidi «f thCr kcfiMm 
la be pubiibftl iritfi 4cMh) at hia 4iNCe^«^ wi 
tkat of the dwcawl. Thia latter auatwn Mew* 
t» httve beoi booroifed from (he JciM» and Mr 
tbafim cnielQ, aad mnKipltAa rawcngA. Wbe* 
• murder tannot be aofBuentlr paawed agmat 
Vtf Biatb, all the inhahitaw ofi the pbc^ m^r 
^ Vben it waa oa^vwutte^ aye sevn^ £mdv 
W condemned to aomc wifKwal pWiwihavaM, 
■tkich ftrcreats M comlcalnMata, and mtof tt^ 
tioiM of thM nalun* Tbe gTcatcK ieefwaen^ 
tmtf and datrinM&t attcAAn^ ifcwc ofautanf. j w 
tioe aM> diat iktj aUaW KkwiiMaMa to be heu4! 
•oKcpC tkoaftof tbe-f^MHlfiV wbcReMatUiuir itw 
Dot itlwB^ in thepcwerof dndefcndaDttaiandir 
date and.annul. 

The king of Al^aataia nerf eftea- judges tt^ 
l^lal crimes fairosclf. Thtit judicUure » leck- 
(oiod favoonible, wkere the^judge^ ia. alow t^ 
puiuakt. mdecai^te remid. No man ia (»»<• 
demied n nrffer death bf the king in pemD»t. 
ftir ttic flnt ofiencei ludess he BhaH have com- 
Aiitted parricide, or sacrileget or some othe^ 
dreodfii^ Fume* In general), the life and nwril* 
of the ftmamar Are cotuidned and opyeaod m 
Ua tmnvediate g«il^ attd As desiaiMi is road» 
accnrdtngly. 

In Abf ssinta, when tkc ja^soner Is fiondcmncA 
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tm titf et:^\ iOkaot, ti* i» not KfflftlJeJ (4 
INiso% wbteh wtxM b« thoogDt end, bm -H 
JnnedJlMty asecMotf, confonncMy t& M^.sen* 
Mtcet Th* B it J W i c pprt rti w cnw ^in^ <M» cMiw 
«]> «« tlw «i«w, eatcartK^wi, or tfw fri)^ 
tti«e, and hqMtuim), «r the swnibi^ t» d«atlt. 
VUs-bBtitt tMaOy iiMtMd otv stftn^^tM, cOMt 
fi^nmltt, for religious causes. AntMhe^ teutefi 
<KK |)tini^ni«iR {» plittldng mt (he dffender> 
cTvs, ft «nwtef vfeieK te' fl«(ii]e«f ly commHwd ih 
Abj>Min», and Is gsneeri^ kifficted «n rcbdllt 
md AaalRctn] pensm. Thft dead boA«i Of 
WinaktBtsilEiifi'ftirtreMen, niwd«Pt HM^vfobncIf 
0n the UgtMvtir, aM Mlctom buried ; (be ati'eeM 
«[C«ldar »te streiKd ^rilh pi«e«9 of their cftN 
nw*, wtRch bring Dft-irild keuts iiit mirititttdMi 
imo tDc titf u SMM iw it beeemes ^arkj hiM* 
imKb tlwt ic is 8t»«:e)f poMribk fer Bny pers«n 
•» wftik }R Mrfety^ during the nfgbt.- « The^ dogs,'' 
tKjm H»- Brace, ** vsed to briivg^'piftces of hwnan^ 
IkmHm te«9 tfic liOQM uld court jta^ m order fb 
«at Am*i*Wigwater«eeBi^. Thh whs most 
AiguatM t* mc, bM io aAen repeated, that 1 
was obliged to leave then m posttssiori of aiicft 

' ThcMnyof tii&«nfpeforis b^notneaniecittal 
t» tile exteM tf his domhlicMa, nor iitde.ed to the 
'MigeMies- of flie ^onrtrnter^ if we ccm'sMer the 
nutMrons eneeaie» hf wbntn this country b eat^ 
MHMuhid, and how frdqnently the fiTOitfer pm- 
"Vlneeft we invadeif and pitmdeied. The- ttirgckt ^ 
HHHf wfiieh the km^ ^ Abyssinia erer brought " 
iay> the Aek^ Bt vny one tinre) esmhtSTre of hfs 
lWuSebol# trMpH) did toot anuMmt to more tbm 
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fifty AouMiu), end of ftfai)^ only fbrtf thoosanl 
»ere efiisctiTc men. Of these between fijur and 
fire Ihousand are hone, ftnd the real 'foot. TM 
king's household troops ahoutd conMst of Kbout 
eigiht Uioustuid in&Btiy, two thouund of whictt 
^an? firdocks, and supply the place Of archers ;- 
bows having been in diaiiie for upwards -orone' 
hundred years. ' 

The reason why the Abysriomn soWietr act- 
so better is entirriy owing to the want and tMg> 
lect of disciplitie among them ; for they are in 
general atout and kar^, luid able to endure^ 
hunger aDd fatigue. Their slender si^lpolt tB. 
derived from the lands allotted them by the em-s 
penir, whihl they continue in hts service ; buti 
when age or sickaeeB comes upon thenf, tboai^ 
lands are taken from them and given to others,: 
who are able and vrilltng to supply their placesv 
The revenues of the king are by do means in^ 
coHMdcnUe, were th^ fiiithfully c^lected and. . 
depositcd-in the trea»uy ; but theypass through' 
ao many hands, a;kd there are ss many eiccepied' 
and privileged persons, (hat the ameunt which 
is reCMved ii very trifling. 

The Abyasinian annals give tai account of the 
journey of queen Saba to -Jerus^m, that she 
might see the power and wisdom of Solomeny 
vho instructed, htfr in the knowledge of the true^. 
God, and the doctrines of the Jewish church-- 
&ba bad' a son, by that prince, who afterwards 
went to Jerasalem, wh^e he was magnificently ' 
ceceived and treated by his father, and juioigted 
king of Ethiopia by Joash and Zadoek, the Jewish 
high jirieats. Other circumstances rdative ta 
this matter are contuned in those annals, which 
■cem fkbutous and iocrcdiblB:;- though the au:-' 
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Mtcd b^ my Ab^atniMt Nor is it aoy wctv 
Oer, tlwla.peo^ » kn Ewd of whst U. tnink* 
CukajB md tMrreUant thM tfa: i^ of th* eM* 
tan Ba*io»i» ihaidcli M frotem sf dnwr iattvf» 
iMe Uiat anifitDt record with fobalov. attmet, Uk 
«Fd« t» fitstain Sm- h urmct w&eraliDK Ud >*■ 

-. The nctt •DtidB «Uch. actaau ta tfae Edi)pai 
v£ Atif i«^, k their conveniDa U Cbtittiaakf^ 



uav 330. fl JimMniiii, pttroucb •£ 
ikeiag iafoiBKd by Fratneatms boir iMudk tb« 
ya^d* of Abfuinta woe AifORd ta rcuw Ifei 
m|wl^ widMmdhiBtbnAopof AxsiWh tniwa^ 
am tiutfaer U pi>n»iiif the tdagnm mt GbiiMt 
fnMK tbiC pWMdk Ibe At>yMoiBn» pnCtaed l» 
bdicpc the doelriMK e& Uw go9«t;-«)d tlM 
diBKh of £lhio|Ba coMnuvd » peHec*. Miitjr 
■ndftwniliMp Vkfatfaii Usbofv iM tte tint* of 
Usdoah) udtbo^ troHUmnd disantioM 
WDac frota the kciwcs pMiMMtad in the «ailt 
tbejr feraraed VKOolMnktMM .bjr taf Um M 
injtinoua toicfth AriannrtiH, fenrorcr^ node it* 
appevaiiceJD ibc reign of tbo mpuar CoMUfe 
lini, fay »&!» itt'wm p^igtf fcwim l aad re* 



■ Tti«dMifdt»a(a»clMnch«Wt«guktadly 
FniMMitiia^ aceofdn^ to thM of Ahnandrist 
«hoM sttfcriaoty ia itill ackaoifiedged, and M 
Wdcb i> B md>jitel sad dcpatdatit n «U ttiingb 
Her in the AbpsMMMt ckuKh allawtd IB cket il* 
«afn. twht^ or ta. racnw oae ;fran aaf «xc«|W 
ftoea tbo paitriHcha ol Alexandria, in whom Ae 
wb: ponrar«£ nanmting and oanseencing hW 
ii Mmd Mvmvtm, ntet katUlNmrratatk- 
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•bk, by ui est^disbed .Ikw, thH a6i0M mdtt new 
be of Abyssinian extnKtioo j and both cMgf 
uxl laity pay sucb regard to the dMcmthw of. 
this practice, which they (ie«ni m onsieeit m their 
conversioOi that they would consider it «■ a hiod 
of hemy and apottacy even to call in qoettioB 
ita autbority. Kor ttid tbey cmt aUenpt to iim 
' troduce any refbrniation in Ibis pointi notwitb> 
•tanding the tyrannical coadoct <^ the Alexan- 
driah patriarch and the abuna, bot have tamely 
■ubmitted to tlidr juriadictioa and su^macy* 
.llie wiaett of the Abyanniana, according lo 
Mr. BrucC) were scnaiUe of the great decay <d 
literature amoi^ tbem, and that, onless an op>. 
fmtumiy oi going to JertualcM for hMtrbctioo^ 
and of bringwg the abuna, ahouid be occaaion* 
ally, offered to their priests, no set of pnqria 
vould be more ignorant vita In the comnMO 
dogmas of their prdeaaion* It was hoped also^ 
that by a ctHuidcrable stipend* some man of 
learning and res^ctabitity would be induced to 
accept this place, and to support and coonte- 
nance, by bis example, literatare and religtMl 
among them ; and hence the office of a loreigB 
abuna was ioBtiluted. 

Not uoderatanding the laogoage of AbyssiDk^ 
the abuna baa little share in ttw goremmcot, b«t 
ii an attendant at the palace on, days of cere- 
mony, or when he has any fisvour to reqneat, of 
complaint to make. He is much &llcn in es- 
teem from that which he farmerly possessed, Mtd 
which has been chiefly occaaiuied by bis maaifc 
and contemptibie intrigues, and by lus igno* ' 
ranee, aTarice, and want of firmness* We can*. 
not but form • nelancfaoly idea of the disciptine 
apd goremnaeiU of the ^ysHUian chjuctv H 



btrithiBdw ignoTCiKeMKtnintMnenoftlUKp** 
triucbs in tbe perfanwuiee of their ofbce, ne 
donsider their wicked and immoral tires, inan^ 
of tbem being accused oTcomniitting the^realeat 
crimes, knd of living in the most scandalous 
and disorderlv nuuiner. One branch of their re- 
venuC-ariaes from the grantf of dispensations, of 
which they are the sole disposers. Anciently, 
MK third of the kingdom was ai^ropnatetTaTMl 
eeded to tbe abnna, for the maintenance of his 
own state and dignity, and for the support c^ 
the clciny, conTcnts, and cbnrches in the king^ 
flom. This gift, however, has from different 
pRteBces been resumed by ths kingt 

Id the church of Abysunia there are different 
kioda'ctf degrees. The d^uetv are neither priests 
aor deacons, but » sort of Jewish Levitea, or 
chuitara, who aasist in aU pufalick offices of the 
cfaurcb, and whose head or superior has the 
eare and direction of the sacrsd paTilions in the 
l^al ^unp> As they boast that they are de- 
scended Irqm tbe Jews, they pretend to imitate 
tfie serrictt irf |he Jewish tabpmacle and temple 
gf Jctysaleip, and tbe dancing of king David 
.before the ark. The next in order are the ^(wim, 
wbo are a kind of high-priesta, and imder whose 
care and superintendence the inferior clei^, 
and the secular affairs of tbe parish are placed. 
The firieat* have their maintenance assigned thent 
ia kind, and do not labour for their support. 
AMeward, who n a layman, is'appointed by the 
king to receiTe the rents belonging to the 
(ibarches, and to give the priests the portion asr 
ptgnedthenu 

'. There are more churches in Abyssinia than in 
imy. Qti^ foOBXej. ; five vf hy va^ be seen ii| 
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one view ; and five tjmes thrt -imBber fpotii w 
elevBted situtttion. Wherever a victory has been 
Kaincd) Qiere a church is erected. Their site it - 
always near aome runmiig water, for the convex 
nience of purifica^ns and at^Uons, in which 
fte Abyssiniam stricdy ebserve the Levitical 
law. They are fi<e(]uendy plaoed on the aum< 
tnit of a hill, eurroanded entirely mth oedan 
The churches are of a circnlar Ibrtni and -havr 
thatched roofs, the tops af which are perfect 
eonest "Fhe inner part comiatB of sever^ di^ 
■ions, according to the regiDBttonB preacribed iA 
*e law of Moses. The AbysHtiiiuis pay a gnmt 
fcapect to these aacred erft&cefi, and atwaya en? 
ter them barefoot. Nothing embossed, or in re- 
lief, i> to be Been in any of their places of war- 
Mp, as it woQld beconwdcred as idolatry. The 
{mtyers, psolnis, and hynms^ which are iwed in 
divine serrice, we vuited to the occaBion, jodi- 
ciously composed, and perfbnned with great 
decency and devotion, and free from the pomfl 
snd ceremony vibII^ in die churcfi of Romei 

The Itciicgui, whois the chirfof Sie moidcs; 
is ordwned -by two priests, that held « white 
<:loth over him, white another oITeFS ep a pmyer. 
He is a -man of mtioh grealc-F consequence Swm 
the abuna, in times of diatnihonce and insuireo^ 
tion. The monks in Abyssinia do Bot ii?e m 
t:onvents as in fjttrepe, but have tepantte luMBes 
Bcattered round the charch ; and each cultivatca 
Ihat part of hU property which consists in tanfl. 
These monasteries, indeed, are the vtry Teverae 
of those in other ceuntnes, inith respeot to tll«^ 
structure) form, church-service, government, and 
discipline. These monks live an austere and re- 
gular life, ve pooF) «iul in A AtKte of ocHbacf. 
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A c^Tt^a peratHt having one day uVed the em* 

peror'a secretary, who had fcirmerlj' been a monk, 
if they ^id not bind themBclves by some vow t 
that minister, who was of a gay, facetious-dis-' 
position, replied, " The Totaries, prostrated on 
the.eartli, promise the oM^ aloud, that they trill 
deserve chastity ; but they add, in a low tone r^ 
voice, in the same majmer as you observe it." 
. The tenets of the Abysunians are the same aa 
Uioae of the church of Alexandria. The two 
liatures in Christ, the two persons, their unity and 
equality, the inferiority of the manhood, with 
<lther matters of a like kina, are enveloped in 
clouds of ignorance and heresy. They beliere 
in the real presence ; make use of extreme unc- 
tion for the sick, and practise publick confession. 
They never absolve penitents without inflicting 
on them repro&ches and blows, with a stick or 
whip, upon the shoulders. With regard to cir- 
cumcision) and the. observation of the seventh 
day, they do not consider them as necessary to 
salvation, in the same manner as the Jews. If, 
therefore, they seem to pAy any religious regard 
to the rite of circumcision, it is only on account 
of its divine origin, and from its having been 
the .obligatory seal of the old covenant. The 
prohibition to eat certain kinds of food is also 
considered by them as a political institution. 

They admit the Nicene, Conatantinopolitan, 
Ephesiati, and seme other provincial councils | 
make no use of th^ apostles' creed ; hut receive 
the same boolis of the Old and New Testament* 
as canonical, which are so acknowledged by us^ 
They offer up supplicadoss and- prayert to the 
eaints, and observe fasts and fesdvala in luiaous 

Vol.; XIII. Z 
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of fliem, and pay a religious regard to their M^ 
liciks arid pictures. The adoratitHi of the Virgin 
Mary is excessive, both with respect to the M- 
tributes and miracles assigned her. If they do 
not believe in a purgatory in the same sense and 
extent as the Greek Mnd Roman chui-ches, they 
nevertheless acknowledge a middle state of ex- 
istencei in which the departed souls must be 
purified) and in the performance of which they 
may be greatly assisted by the prayers and pe- . 
nances of their surviving friends. These mat- 
ters are practise d<rather from habit than cduca- 

' tion and they have no schools or universittea 
fbr instructing their youth -in useful knowledge) 
and in the principles of religion. Even their 
language possesses no terms expressive -of these 
establishments. 

. j^ Icon Amiack was the first princC'Of the 
1268. '^c "'^ Solomon, that succeeded to the 
throne of Abyssinia, aAer his &mily had 
suffered a long and dreary exile, occasioned by 
the treason of Judith. The signification. of hia 

' name impIieS) Lei him be made our soverrigTi. 
During his reign tlie canon was forg«d which 
prohibited the Aybssinians from occupying the 
office of abuna, and secured their dependence 
on the patriarch «f Alexandria. 

To Icon Amiack succeeded IgbaSion, and in 
. jj the course of five years five other princes, 
1283." t''* brothers, were successivelj- raised to 
the throae of Abyssiqia. During the 
short time these monareha enjsyed their dignity, 
the kingdom was distracted by intestine faction 
and civil wars ; and the states of Addt having 
become rich and powerlul) seized this opportu- 
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titf- to throw off the yoke, to trithdraw- their 
■iUgiancC) and expel the /J>;iHnUu» from the 
Ma-coast. 

After these princes, Weedem Araad, their 
jpouDgest brother, aacended the Abyiiiniaa 
4hrone, which he posseaaed lor fifteen yean in 
peace and tranquillity. To him aixceed- j^^ jj^ 
ed Atnda Sion, his son, againat whom 1*313^ 
-the kingdoina of AdeJ and Mua d«< 
~ clared war> It liai^)ened that a Moooak factODi' 
who had the charge of the comoercial interests 
of the king, was asaasainated and robbed ; upon 
. which, the monarch immediately aGsembletl his 
troops,, and attacking the nearest Mahometan 
settlements, pot all to. the sword whom lie 
found, without- exception. . Tha Moors, intend- 
ing to retaliate on the Abysunians. endeavoured 
to Burprwe.them in Iheir camp before day ; but 
the king, harii^ received intimation of their de- 
ngn, was pranced foe receiving them ; and 
having his .troops ranged in order of battle, at- 
-. tacked the. Moors- with great impetuosity, slew 
a great number, and drove the rest into the 
woods and fiksUieases. . 

Whilst the monarch was settling the govem- 
ment of the rebellious provinces, he received 
information that the kings of Adel and Mara 
liad odlected their fbrcesg and intended to at- 
tack htm> He therelbre inarched his troops 
towards Mara ; but a diactXUent arising among 
"^ .the soldiers, they refused lo proceed. The dis- 
ppsitioo of the army was no sooner known to 
the king, than, summoning the principal officers 
and soldiers before him, he harangued them 
..with such eloquence and force of reasoning, 
that they all declared their firm and unalteraw 
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uttaehment to the ntonarch, and that they vouM 
vHli^y fbliow him wherever he should think 
proper to lead them. UfXMi this, Ainda Sion 
marched farther into Mara, and tOcA a |>o»ticKi 
■which he stixxiglf fortlfSed, and whejr he re- 
jROlved to contiRQe mth his tnxqi^ and desolate 
the whole surrounding country* The inhabit- 
tnta of AdcA Deittg informed that the main Ai- 
»gn of the Abyssinian monarch Was to compel 
them to ftbjure Mahometanismt and to become 
Christians, w«K seized with a Mnd of frenzy, 
Md demanded t6 be led immediately against 
the enenty. 

' In the hienn time, the king, who had been 
^kkofa fever, and was scarcely yet recovered, 
being acquainted that the Moorish forces were 
ftt no great disrancelVom him, and were waking a 
f Teinlbrcement of troops from some of the smalt 
-districts of Adel, and bad poisoned and corrupt- 
'ed the wai^r in ttte iVoilt of the army, command- 
ed the fit-sumns to advance a day's march be- 
'fbre him*. This ufficer felling in With a large 
^Jtarty of (he tinemy, was dented and driven 
back upon the main bociy of the troops. . A 
violent' panlck inirneiliately seized the whole 
Abyssinian eXraj, Which refused to advance ; 
'and the grtatest part requested to return to 
Abyssinia, that they might oMain assistance, 
and iight the enemy on more equal terms. At 
this inatant, the Moorish forces, ntnounting to 
about 40,060 men, appearing in sight, increas- 
ed the number of those who desired to return, 
and added to the confusion and dismay. 
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In-thi> exigency of afiairs, uti in the ulmost 
»%any of mind, the king rode thraHgU the midtt 
of his troops, and endeavoured, by all the meuM 
in his power, to quiet their fears, and to in- 
spire them with courage and resolutioa* In 
vain did he inform them, thu to retire to their 
camp, was to seetc ttictr own destruction ; and 
that being chiefly tiorse, a plun and champaign 
country was the most advantageous for them, 
and in which they coutd act with the greatot 
eire<^ Finding no laga of content or convic- 
tion on their minds, he requested that those 
who were not ioclinedi to engage the enemy 
would at. least remain spectators of the battle, 
and not remove (from their present situation, 
since their disbandroent. and' retreat would oo- 
casion the discomfiture and loss of the whole 
arn^. He then commanded his master of horsei 
and five other oKcers, to attack ^the left mag 
of the enemy ; whilst he, with a small part ti 
his servants and household troops, engi^^ the' 
rights 

The leaders of the led and right wings of the 

, Moors being tlefeated and slain), a panick. snaed 
those, bodies of troops, and they began to give 
way. The Abyssinians, who had hitherto ab- 
stainad from the engagement^ seeing this, be* 
'came ashamed of their conduct, and attacked 
the enemy with great impetuosity. The whtAt 
of the Moorish artoy having by this time joined, 
Uic battle was fought on "both sides with great 
obstinacy and valour, till Ei-st the centre, and 
then the left wing of the Moors was broken and 

. dispersed ; and the right, which consisted prin- 

ci[»lly of strangers from Arabia, retired into 

s deep and narrow valley, surrounded by high 

Z 3 
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■pd pcrpendfcukr rocks, which wvn covered 
with wood] ood, where they were surrouDded 
and put to death. The rest of the Moorish 
troop* were pursued and overtaken ; a %ttKt 
number of them was skin ; and a few were 
made prisoners, among whom was Saleb) king 
of Man. Thin unfortunate monarch, clothed 
in the diitinguished habit and marki of digiuty 
in which he had fought at the head of iiis troopSf 
and adorned with a collar and chuns of goldt 
enriched with precious stdnei, was, in presence 
- «f the whole arm/i brought before the king of 
Abjiaania, who scarce!]' deigned to talute him* 
The rojral priioner alio, with great magnaBi* 
mity, obeemed a. profound ulcnce. The tioopa 
having aatiafied their curionty with the sight of 
thb unhappy prince, who was so lately ^ <d>- 
ject of their feart the king commanded him to 
be hanged upon a tree, with all the omaments 
in which he wai arrayed* The queen of Moray 
en account of the druga and enchantments with 
which she had poisoned the waters, was ordered 
to be put to death by the sokUeis, and her body 
to be given to the dogs. 

After this, Amda Sion proceeded to rav^^o 
and lay waste the whole kingdom of Adel. The 
kmg <^ that country, rendered desperate by the 
certain and inevitable destruction of 'his domi-' 
nkna, marched hastily against the Abyssinian 
iRooarchy whom he attacked with less precau- 
tion than his own situation and the characteri 
of his enemy required ; the consequence of 
which was, that the unfortunate prince was de- 
feated and slain, and the greatest part of hia- 
army put to tin Iword. The three diildren and 
brother of the late king of Adel, who bad been 
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ID the engBgeme^^ convinced of the inferiori^ 
of their troopi, and terrified at the appnsching 
iote of their cauntrj, threw theimelvcs at the 
feet of th* coDquerar, implored his panlon ukd 
fbtf^encK, and begged he would iteaist fiwn hty>> 
ing waste smd destroying thdr unhappy kingdom. 
Amda.Sitm, howeTa^ refuted to com^ wiUt 
their requcat, and ordered them to reuun and 
wait the approach of hia army. 

This unpnMnising interview being feUhfully 
conununicaledtotheirniotherl^the young prin- 
ceS| it waa known, that unless the queen, the rest 
of the htc king ot Adel'a femily, and the princi- 
pal penons in the kingdom, aunendered thvra- 
•elves immediately to the Abyninian monati:h, he 
would lay waste the province of Adel from one 
extremity to the other. Those vrho had been the 
promoten and adviaeia of the war, considering 
that they were in greater danger than the royal 
femil]'', persuaded them to try the event ot 
another battte, and bound tbcmselvn by mutual 
onths and mulnal promiaea to Hve aad die with 
each other. AcootdiDgiy, an innnense multi- 
tude assembled, conusting cbiefiy of old men, 
women,, uid children, who were the pftrenta, 
- vrivesy and fanilies of tboee that h^ fkllen in bat* 
the, and who, vrith the remnant ofHheir country* 
jMn, were reatdrad to conquer or peritb. 

The king, perceiving tlua strange mixture of 
people, baited in great scrprise and aBtonisb>- 
ment. Unable to dtnnejthe reaatMi for assem* 
Uing such an army, he sent a party of horae to 
dtsperse them, but every where found a stoat 
and obstinate resistance. The strfdiers being 
well provided with sfrorda and shields, and the 
«omen with clubs, poles, and stoiMi, damped 
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the ardour of his troops, and compelled lli em M . 
gire vnj. The king, pcTceinitg that the bottle 
brcatne eveiy minute more doubtful and unb- 
WQurmble, recalled the detachments which bad 
been aent from the arm^, and commanded them 
to advatice againM the enem^- At the same 
time also, he made an extraordinary eSbrt vith 
biahorve; but in vun; he erei)'. where. found 
people ttukt wiiliugly prcaented tbemBclvEa to 
death, but wlio would not quit their stattwi so 
luig as thej posaesaed any power to -fight Mid dc* 
lend themselTCB. 

- Conspicuous above thereat tor his youth, hit 
firaceful figure, and the manjr acts of valour 
which he pcritmned, the joung king of Wyp* 
was every where.seen encouraging his troops by 
his voice and example, and presenting himself 
wherever Amde Sion appeared in person. The 
remarkable and deilructive reaisuince of- thia 
young prince. excited the attention of the king 
of Abysunia, who, aiming an arrow at the 
youthful bcro, wounded him through the middle 
of his neck, and be fell dead among, bis horse's 
£eet. This ugbt immediately, struck the army 
with terror awl dismay, who, betaking, them- 
selves to flight, were cut in [uecca, and only 
three Moorish soldierB eic^ied with their lives. 
Amda Sion having ravaged and kud waste the 
kingdom with fire and sword, and eaerciaed the 
most brutid and unheard-of cruelties^ Fetuincd in- 
to AbyssLuia, where be died. 

After the death, of Aroda Sion, a succeraon 

of several princes took place, of whom nothing 

^ jj is recorded worthy of notice. David the 

1^34.' second was succeeded by his nephew, 

Zaara Jacob, who assumed the s 
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•f Constantine, and is considered by the Aiqra* 
ainians aa snother Solomoni and the model of 
what a BovereigQ ought to be. During tbs 
reign of tbis pntKx, iddatiy was thought a eOf 
pital crime, and all that nere found guilty t^ 
that ofienco suffered accxirdingly. He issued ■ 
proclamation declaring that every one who did 
■not carry an amulet on his right hand, contaii^ 
JDg these words, ** I renoooce the devil and aU 
Ilia works for Jesus Christ our Ixtrd," should 
fiirfeit his pencma] estate, and be fiahle to cor* 
|MH^1 punishment. Many criminals were con* 
Ticted and executed, and great Kveritjr was es- 
crdsed. 

' Zaaia Jacob divided the country into separate 
govcmmfints, assigning to each the tax itahaaW 
■pay, at what time, and in what manner, accord* 
lOgU) the situation and productions of ctctj pn» 
viuce. During bis reign lereral iuumctions 
broke out ia tlifibrent parts of his dominittna, 
Which, however, he had the tMldrees and abilitjr 
to quell in a short time. 

- To Zaara Jacob succeeded his son Bcda Ma^ 
riom, who, through the infhicnce of his mothect 
hnd endeavoured, but in rain, to dtare in th« 
government of the kingdom during his Other's 
Bfo. Prom the rei^ of Judith^ in the tenth 
century, the custom of confining the royal cluil- 
dren upon 'the top of a mountain had been tU»- 
Gontintjed. Bxda Mariam, howevei^ re. ^ ^y- 
vivedt the severity of that ancient law, ugg. 
and arrested all his brethren, whom he 
sent prisoners to the lofty mountain of Geshen, 
on, the confines of Amhara and Begemder. Af- 
ter .thio, he concluded a treaty of peace' and 
■amity with the king of Adsl^ who had sent am- 
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buudon. under the preteitce of congratuhlfa^ 
him on his Bcceuion to the throne, but in realitf 
ibr the sake of being inibrmed againtt whom 
the young loonarch was then preparing hie tnx^ 
and armicB. Bxda Martam told them, thftt the 
preparations made ui his catnp were not intended 
Rgainat Adel^ but that he was reaolTcd to iufBa 
no longer the inroads and cmcltiea of the Da» 
has*. He requested the Ung of Add, there- 
fore, to observe a strict neutrality. AmbaasaT 
dora also arrived on the same. errand from Dan* 
call, to whom the .same account^waa given, and 
the aame requeat made. 

The Dobas finding that the king was deteik 
mined utteriy to extirpate them, and that there 
was no potubiltty of avoiding destruction but bj 
lubmiuion, adopted that line of conduct, ro^ 
nounccd Paganism and were pardoned. Bsdt 
Maristn, however, resolved to chastise the klny 
of Adel, who had not onlj discovered Jiia inte&r- 
.. tioD lo the Dobas, but offered to assist them with 
some of his best troops. The Abyssinian armyi 
therefore, marched into that kii^dom, under the 
Qommand o£ithe betwudet t Adber Yasous, and 
expecting ta.fil>d. the. Moors wh^ly unprapatei^ 
began to desolate the country with fire and 
■word* But as the troops entered the frontiers, 
advanced parties of the enemy appeared, which 
were soon followed by the main body in good 
order, determiitcd to fight before the Abysu- 

* A rice ot bafbrnroUB p«opte, poisesiing much proper- 
ly, and greatly resembling the Gallu. 

t The iePaailet ii >n officer that hu nearlj the same 
fxnrer IB the riu (whom we have already mention^). 
There were two bciwudeti, but both being ilatn in on* 
battle, t\>f office wa* cimiidefed ai wfOTtonatf, and 
brought into di^uw. 
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ittuis should have time to ran^ the coaiitrf.' 
A bE^le immediately ensued, vhich, from the . 
mutual hatred ot the Boldtera, the equality of 
their numbers, and their long experience in 
tach other's manner of Gj^ting, ivas extremelf 
bloody and obstinate. Often on the point of 
being discomfited, the Moorish officers, wbikt 
they survived, retrieved their h<»H>ur and cause 
by great and personal exertions. At length 
great numbtrs of them were slain, and victory 
declared in iavour af the AbysMniana. The 
king, who vas on bia march to join the be- 
twudct) was intbrmed of this event, and ac- 
iinointed that no army now rematnod in Adel 
Uifficient to keep the Seld> Bisda Mariam, 
whilst planning the means of rendering that - 
liingdom tributary and dependent, was seized 
with a pain in his boweli, wbkh occasioned hii 
death. 

. No sooner was the'late king dead) than, as we 
are informed by the annals of Abyssinia, a tu- 
multuous meeting of the nobles took f^ q 
)dace, and the queen Romana, with her li^g," 
■on Alexander, was brought from the 
mountain Geshen, and the latter crowned with- 
^ aut oppoution. For some years after this prince 
aacended the throne, the queen his mother and 
some'of the principal nobility, governed in his 
name, with despotick sway. The king of Ade), 
whose territories had been often ravaged and 
bid wasbc by the Abyssinian armies, omitted 
DO apportunity of conciliating the favour and 
esteem of that court. In this, however, be was 
prevented by the mcursions and cruelties of a 
aeighbouring. chief of Arar, named MafTudi, 
who bad vowed to spend the whcdc time of Le« 
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in the AbrEotman Ungdom, U)^ fito nudnt 
taioed at his expense a snudl body of veterapi 
frcK^M, whcm lie inopired with the same iinril 
nod reaolutioDi 

Alexander having awembled hta forces, tnaFch- 
od directly towardt the- territory of Adel, whore 
the two armies met aitd engaged* The battle- 
vas v^orously maintuned .on both aides; but 
Za Solucef the Atiyauiiian general, withdrew jii 
great part of the troops during .the heat of the 
engagementt and left the king exposed to the 
Mtacks of his enemicB. This treiuoR,-howcrery - 
inspired the sniall army that remained with freetK 
courage, and the Moors were finally compelledi 
to retreat. Alexander,' on his return to Shoa* 
was murderwl whilst a^ep, during the nigh^ 
by some of the creatures of Za Saluce. 

After the unfortunate death of the la^ king* 
j^ j^ the people ctiose Noad, the younger bra> 
U9S. ther of Alexander, to be bis succeiacv. 
No sooner was he sealed on the throne^, 
than he published a general and comprehenuve 
amnesty, wliich h^d the desired effect, and occtt- 
sioned the internal tranquillity of the kingdoUk 
It being exactly known when MaSiidi would 
commencB his annual predatory incursions, ta 
which he was invited by the fdiatemiousness at 
the Abyssinians during the time of Lent, whi(^ 
rendered them wholly unable to resist an 
enemy, Xaod marched hia troops towards tfa» 
part of his dominions attacked by the chief 
of Arar, and strongly ibrtified himselll Tbe 
Moors, contrary to the advice of their leader^ 
^proached the king's camp in the most care-, 
less and presumptuous manner ; but which theyi 
had no sooner euttred} than a dEeadiid slaiigb> 



ket of tbeA ensiled. Naoct ' pursued tlie asto- 
nished and fleeing enemy, &nd retook a]| the 
priaonera and cattle that Matludi was carrying 
JBto^rar. Advuiciiig towards t&e frontiers of 
A<lel, he was met hy the amljassadors of the 
king; of that country, to whom he granted peace, 
on condition that, all the Abyssinians found in 
his domtnioiisi and taken by MaSiidi, should be 
^Ytxi up, which was readilf pramised and yer* 
^med. 

On the death of Naod, whose prodcht and n- 
^raua feign suspended for' k time the fate of 
uie empire, Davjd the Third, son of (he last 
monarch, and a yet an i&fant, tmderthe \d^ 
guklanee and direction of que«u Helena, isos' 
•ic«ided the throne of Abyssinia. About 
this period, the Turks threirtened to subject to 
their dominion both the kingdoms oC Adel and 
Abyaainist and would probably hare efibctett 
their purpose, had it not been far the Pottu- 
BHese, wham they found stnmgty established in 
India, which w«s also their principal object. 
The queen was senaible that tins was not a pro- 
per time &r a woman to reign, tier, which was 
exactly the same, for having a king who was a. 
fninor; bat her ambitiMi induced her to prefer 
the love of goveming to the viuble necessities 
and wetbc ^ her cosntry. 

In this eraei^ncy, therafarc, she was i!u> 
aooner informed of the power and success of the 
Portuguese in India, than she determined to re- 
quest the assistance of thdr hing. Don Emanuel, 
and to enter into atrea^ of friendship and alli- 
ance with that priBce. That she might succeed 
the better in her derign, she made choice of an 
Annsnian nwrckast, iiamcd Matthew, to be her 
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ambassador to tlie court of Portugal, who wma 
person wdt qualified for such acanimia«oh, with 
whom she sent to Don Emanuel a pment of a 
piece of the holy Cross, as a token ajid proof of 
ber profession of Christianity. Matthew was 
not only received by the king of Portugal witR 
the greatest reverence and respect ; but, as such 
Ml alliance appeared to be 'of the greatest' con- 
sequence to that prince and to the church of 
Rome, he delayed not to send the queen a so- 
lenin embassy in return. 

In the mean time, Mafiudj continued to com- 
raii his depredations in the Abyssinian territory^ 
and the king of Add was induced, by the ho- 
nours and gain which accrued to the chief of 
Arar in those expeditions, to break the peace 
with Abyssinia, and to join him. The Turks 
And Moors ravaged whole provinces without re- 
■sistance. David, therefore, took the field in 
person ; and Mafludi having challenged any 
man of rank to fight him in ungle combat, Ga^ 
briel Andreas, a monk, requested that the. king 
would commit to him that day his honour, and 
the fortune of his army. David accordingly 
consented, and Maffudi fell in the combat ; after 
which twelve thousand of the Mahometan army 
were ^n in the field of battle. 

The- Portuguese ambassador was received by 
the king of Abyssinia with the greatest marks 
of reverence and esteem, and with great cero- 
mony and fbrmali^ admitted to his first audi- 
ence* Proposals only of vun and idle enter- 
prises, however, which they had ndther the 
power nor the will tq eSect, passed between the 
two courts. Selim, emperor of Constantinople, 
whose fin object, alier the subjugatioa of 
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Egypt, was the cMtqueBt of India, fioding it 
imposaibk to espel the Portuguese out of that 
country) resolved to attempt the conversion of 
David and of all the inhabitanla of Abfssinia, 
(o MahomeUnism, by the power of the sword^ 
The TufUsh officers in Arabia ^nd the king of 
Ade] joined their foruea, and prepared for in- 
vading the Ambyssinian territories. In the mean 
time David assembled his troops, and marched 
towards the confines of his kingdoni) where 
meeting the Mahometan ai'my, an engagement 
ensued, in which the fi^rcea of the Abyssinian 
monarch were defeated, and four thousand men, 
with the greatest part of the nobilitf, were left 
dead on the field of battle. 

A succession of disastefs and defeats followed, 
and the unfortunate inhabitants of Abyssinia 
were reduced lo the greatest misciy and UiMress ; 
being visited by the sward, the famine, and the 
plague. At length David was obliged to retire 
ibr safety to the dry and iQaccessilde mountain 
called Cieshen, where, blockaded h^ his enemies, 
and, though brave and virtuous, abandoned and 
despised by his own subjects, lie fell a prey to 
grief and nvsfortuDe, and died in that horrid 
asylum, in the forty-secand year of his age, and 
tlie thirty-third of his reign- 
Claudius, who succeeded his father j^_ q 
David the Third, waa young at the time 1540I 
of his accession to the throne, and found 
Jhe empire in circumstances that required the 
ability and prudence of a wise and enperienced 
firince. But though Claudius was young, he wav 
possessed of a graceful and affitble deportmen)^ 
which secured to him the affections of the 
j^ople ; he was expeit in all warlike exercia^es, anf 
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brave beyond bis yean. Btmg m(«-med that 
the MoDFE were fkssembling their. troop*, witb a 
degree of ioatteation and preaumptton that in- 
dicated their confideiice . and security, lie sud> 
denijL attacked them, entirety defeated and dis- 
persed tbeir army, and etrudi the whole OMi. 
federacy with paiiick and canstemation. Thi» 
victory Was followed by several othei's, and the 
uSaira of Abyssinia began to wear another coov 
plexion. 

Ckudiua endeavoured to obtt^ tlie (anour 
•f the Abyssinian clergy; but found bimsell 
thwarted by the Portuguese, who had acqiuved 
» great a&cpttdancy at court, espei^Uy amon^ 
rtotnen devoted to cathoficism. The king, how- 
etCT, coDtrived to nuui^e both parties oE reli- 
gion with so much pc^icy and addresa, that, 
without abandoning the abuna, he tokrated a 
catholickpBtriarcbfSent^thitherby the pope. Don 
Chtistopher, the commander of a snoall-Portu- 
gue<ic army, which had been dispatched to assist 
Claudius c^^tist the Turks and MoorS) before 
he could cficct a junction with the king, came in 
sight of the Moorish ti'oops. This army, which 
nas under the command of Gragse, king- o( 
Adel, conusted of one thousand horsemen, five 
thousand infantryi fifty Turkish musqueteerit 
and a few pieces of artillery. The forces of Don 
Christopher amounted to fmir hundred and fif^ 
musqncteen, and twelve thousand Abyssinians. 
But before an engagement took {dace 'between 
the two armies, Gragn^ haddoubJed his num* 
^r of horse .and musquetecr% and procured 4 
great reinforcement of in&ntry. The battlf 
was fought with great fury and obstinacy, till, 
At length) the Abyasinians aad Portugese were 
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etery where discomfited, and Dmi Chiiitopher ■ 
fell into the hands of the Moore, >riio put him ta 
death. The Moorhh army, htwever, was soon 
after dereatcd by Clau^us, and Gragn^, their 
commander, slsin. 

On account ot the dieseotioits which prevailed 
«t this time betveen the Abyssinians and PoN 
tugtieae, relative to rclT|^;iou8 matters, the king 
found it necessary to aeparate them, and to bit* 
nish the cathotick patriarch. Claudius had marchr 
4d his army towards Add, nhen he received n 
iness^re from Kur, in&rniing Inm, that though 
Gragn^ waa no more, there was still a goTemor 
in Zeila ready to revenge bis death, and to shed 
Ihe blood of the princes of Abyssinia- An en- 
gagement accordingly followed, in which Clau* 
dius was kiUed, fighting bravely at the head of 
his troops. It is to be observed, .that the po- 
litical tHilance which this prince held between 
^tiB two religion^ inclined ,no farther towards 
Hue cathoUcM thui proteclion, as he always pro. 
tbssed the creed .of his anceatata. The virtues 
and abilities of Claudius Tfmk him among the brat 
pf kings. 

. As Claudius .-died without leaving any chil- 
dren, his,tm>ther Minas succeeded to the ^ q^ 
throne, and found the kingdom in nearly 1559* 
as great confusion as at the" death of his 
&ther David. Minas did not cpnduct himself 
towards the Portuguese, or the Jesuit mission- 
aries who accompanied them, with that degree 
pf prudence and equity which had characterised 
the reign of his brother : he deprived them oS 
tjie lands which they hod before possessed ; da> 
Oied them the free intercourse of their religionj 
jUid punished their proselytes with grent »eve- 
5 A3 
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1^7- This behavioar of the Mng Is tktcribed bf 
the Portu^en authora to his ferocious dispo- 
«itkn, and to the education he had receiTecl 
Airia; his vmprisonntent among the Moor*> 
Others say, that it was occasiOHed bf tlie trea- 
chery of the Riiasiofuiriei, who fovoured tvo of 
hh ne{>hewi that had succcarivelj' revtrited againaC 
hilBi and ewn excited these princea to rebeUoDt . 
who bad bees exchxted the poueuioa f^ the 
throne< 

' Mtnas, however, was saccestfiil, and triumphed 
over them. Bat he (fid not adopt the crMl and 
aangt^narj' retohition of maaiacreiitg the PoFto- 
guese or the missionaries; nor did be drive 
thenl into buHsbment : he confined them in his 
kingdom in such a manner, thitt they cotitd nei- 
ther rf>tain a^istancc fuMB abroad, nor even (»r- 
respond wth their friends. They were enduded 
all communication with the troops, and fell into 
a stste of poverty and degntdatioD. Minas was 
conlintHlly engaged in war ; and some have af< 
firmed he diedin battle ; while others assert, that 
being defeated he fled into some high mountains, 
where he languiahed out his life in miseiy and 
distress ; but in the annate of Abyssinia it is aa- 
aerted that his death was Kcasioncd by a fever. 
^ jy Minas was soeceeded by his son Sertta 
2J63. Dangticl, who aseunted the name of Me- 
lack Segued. Though this prince was oon- 
tiimaRy iiwn^ved in war, either against his revott- 
CdTt^^ects, or against the C&Uas and Mahmoe- 
tM», li>o ancient and irreconcilBble enemies of fala 
cmiM<e, the AhyMinians nevertheless enjoyed a 
considerate share of happiness during hia reigR> 
Uc bitd) perhaps, nebher time nor incUmrtioD (• 
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nvhre the pcnectttioM' which tAa fiuher hU 
nuBcd a^intt the iniMtsDarics uid their coi^ 
verts, b^ pcnnkted them to liVe in peace, wi(t^ ' 
out doing them injury or showing them &to«i^. 
The king of Portogtd oRercd to Bsaiat him wAh 
troops, which be did not accept ; but here« 
quested that prince, md the mcen^r oF Ooa^ 
to B«d him woritinen who might be tble to 
cast cantMHi, to manuJi^taK gunpowder, and to 
fiibricate swords and other weapons for his sol- 
diers. Meleck was a prudent »tti cautious com- 
mander, and generally wicceasftil against hii 
cneraiesi He intended his nephew Zftdenghel 
to be his succesBOT, who was a prince possessed 
of ^most every virtue, and was arrived at a 
proper age for governing. On his death-bed, 
however, at the instigation (^ his queen and 
ftmbltious- nobles, who wished to rule during a 
minority, he caused his bod ^Ncob, a boy of 
seven years of age, to be acknowledged by the 
chiefe. But when M«)eek found his end ap- 
proaehmg, be changed lua sentiments once iftoi^ 
«nd preferring, as he sEod to his ncAlea who had 
fissemMed around him, the interest and wet£ire 
of his kingdom to the private alTection he bore 
his son, ratified the choice he had before made 
of his nep^w, and expired. 
- The reasons, liowever, wluch the lata king as. 
signed for the choice of 21adenghd, in- ^ jj 
dueed a part of the principid persons of 1595.' 
the State to reject that prince, and es- 
{Muse the cause of Jaoob> Accordingly, a cm- 
s[unLoy was {xmed to change the order of miC' 
cessitW) M)d Zadenghel was seized and carried 
prisoBcr to Dek, a large island in the leke 
TzwiG^ when he was kept for lorac timef tiH he 
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conttired to effect hia escape ukI hide hbnadf 
Among the wild and inaccessiMe mounUlDS 6i 
fHoj^m, on the banks of the Nile. Jacob was 
^fierwanla delivered into his hands ; but, in- 
.Stcad of Eidopting the -barbarous practice of Abys- 
Miiia, and causing his oose and ears to be cut 
oS*, lo render him incapable of reigning) as ad- 
vised, he was satisfied vifh banishing him to 
Xarca, an agreeable part of the kingdom, where 
he was under the inspection «f a governor, by 
nhom he nas narrowly watched. 

Zadenghel soon proved himself worthy of the 
choice of his uncle. Putting himself at the 
helLd of his army against the GalUs, and a bat- 
tle taking place, the right and left wings of his 
troops were quickly rQUted, and fled. The main 
Jbody also being thrown iuto disorder and begin- 
' ning to give way, the generals of his army came 
to advise him to retire, Before he should be surw 
rounded and taken by the enemy. But, instead 
of following their advice, the brave and intrepid 
young man, who was then only twenty-Ibur years 
of age, dismounted from his horse, and with his 
sword in one hand and his buckler tn the other, 
ihus addressed them : " I am resolved to die 
pn the spot where J now ataad ; you may, in- 
deed, escape tbe sword of the Gallas ; but ne- 
Ter will you escape the infamy of having aban- 
doned to the enemy your king, whom you all 
so lately proclaimed." These words pt^uced 
an instantaneous effect on the troops, who be- 
fore were on the point of flying like a flock of 
sheep, and they attacked the Gallas with the fijry 
4>f lions, over whom they gtuned s complete vic- 
tory. 
^fter.this advantage^ which seemed to secure 
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Out aftction and. esteem of Hi paoptet he was 
induced by the arts and intrigues of the jeiuita ' 
to embrace the gatholick religion ; and, witboot 
observing sufficient prudence, he issued s pro- 
clamaiio'ii prohibiting the religious observation 
of Saturdays, or the Jewish sabbath. This sud. 
den and violent measure excited the resentment 
and indignation of the Abyssintans ; and every 
oue who bsA the seeds of ambition and rebel- 
lion sown in his heart, pretended that on ac< 
count of bis love ^o<l attachment to the true 
and KKcient religioo, he was displeased at tbs 
conduct qf Zadenghel. Za Sttlass^> in pacticn* 
ktF, htM seditious astemblies with the ntonksit 
whoB|i ^fl taught to believe that the Alexai^ 
4mB faith vas now totally rejected and dislike 
' 4d> kod that no Other region but that of the 
.i;butch of Rome would thenceforth be tolerated< 
The abu»a, a man of a wicked and corrupt life, 
and an enemy to the kingi was easily prevailed 
cn to absolve the soldiers of Zadenghel froin 
their allegiance, and to declare the monarch ex* 
communicated and accursed, togtther with all 
those that should support and favour him. 

In the mean time, the province of Gojam, 
which was extremely hostile to the tenets and 
discipline of the church of Rome, declared 
against the king ; tvhkh was no sooner known, 
than Za Sela^sS hastened thither to encourage 
ftnd head the insurgents. Zadenghel being 6k- • 
Belted by many of his troops, became sensible of 
the efiect of the abuna's excommunicadoD, but 
'nevertheless proceeded against his rebeiUous 
(ubjecta with the few soldiers that still remained 
^thful to him. The engagement that followed 
vu bloody and desperate. The kingf, who had 
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become expert in' the use of arms, wu strong 
and agile in body, in the flower of bis age, and' 
ao excellent horseman, performed feats of va- 
lour, which seemed superior to the power and 
exerdoDs of man. But the brave and unforUi* 
nate monarch at length fell, covered withanum* 
bcr of wounds. 

The grief which the death of Zadenghel oc- 
casioned was so univei'eat, and the odium 
, which the insurgents thBreb)r incurred so great] 
that no one dared for eome time to appoint a 
successor to the throne. Socinios, the couuo of 
die late king, endeavoured to usurp the sove- 
A. D. ''^S'^^f > ^"^) ^ length, Jaeob, who had 
16041 been absent when Zadenghel was duit, 
was proclaimed successor to the vacant 
throne. His first care was to make peace with 
Socinios ; for which' purpose he promised him 
several Icingdoms, and all the property his fa* 
iher had possessed ; but that prince disdaining 
to accept the offered friendship of the youthfiU 
monarch, advised the king to resign a crown 
which did not belong to him, and die retaining 
possession of which would involve him in speed/ 
and certain destruction- 
Jacob, finding that' nothing couM be eflectcd. 
by negociation, took the field, and marching his 
forces towards Socinios, offered bim battle> 
That prince, however, though he desired an en* 
gagement no less than the king, perceived- that 
it was not his interest to fight at this time, and 
therefore kept his troops on the high and irre- 
gular ground, where he could not be attacked. 
In the mean time, Za Selasse, who bad been 
chiefly instnimeotal in placing Jacob on the 
ttuDsej bej;ig displeased at the conduct of thf 
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king, wfto had rebuked him far the disorder and 
want' of discipline observable among the troopS) 
deserted the imperial standard, and joined ^e 
enemy. Socinios, seizing the opportunity wheil 
the king's forces were encfimptid in a. disadran- 
ti^oiiB sitoatioii, attacked and defeated them, 
and Jacob vaa at once deprived of his crown 
Mid his Sfe. 

Socinios was now universally acknow- j^ jj 
ledged bb king, and commenced his reign isosl 
with reforming the abuses, and repair'mg 
the losses, which a long and bloody war had 
occasioned. He did not retaliate on his ene- 
mies for the injuries which he had suffered, but 
freefy pardoned every one, received all without 
reproach or reflections, and endeavoured to gain 
Uieir esteem and support by acts of lenity and 
moderation. In order that he might attach the 
Portuguese to his interest, and make' them to 
depend entirely on htm, he favoured the Romish 
priests, and thereby gave offence to the Abyssi- 
nian clergy. There \vas at that time among 
the missionaries in Abysnnia, a Jesuit called 
Peter' Paese, a man of great talents end address, 
who had conceived the idea of subduing that 
empire to the pepo According to the system 
by which his brethren that preceded him had in- 
variably acted, he was of opinion that his mis- 
Bton should be accompuiied and supported by a 
large body of troopsi 

Paez insinuated himftetf Into the favour of the 
king, from whom he obtained a grant of terri- 
tory. Having secured the confidence of Soci" 
nios, he induced that monarch, by Battering his 
wMies, to check the authority and ambition of 
the great and powerful in his kingdom, who r»- 
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Btraioed him in his aciioas, and Ibr tbtt pofr 
pose to aend to Portugftl for a body of troc^, 
who might assist him in his designst and rea- 
der him completely free and indc^eadeDt* He 
also advised the ^g to C4)untanaiice the Oo- 
man relig^obt and to graot it bn decided pm- 
tection and &vour, in order that the power of 
the Abysunian clergy might be inscotibly weakr 
cfie4 and diminished. 

On the other hand,' tUa artfal jentit wtotetA 
the king of Portugal) and truaiiatted instruct 
tions to that prince^ by the way of Goa, In 
which he urged tlie facility and adnmtagc a£ 
rendering himself supreme ruter of that vast 'u>d 
extensive empire. To the Portu^^ucae monarch 
be promised one-third of Ahysainia ; and to hia . 
hoIinesB ttte popei tbe aiddition of a rich and 
powerful church. The king of Portitgal) tbero* 
fere, sent a consideni>le body of troops to hia 
asaistance ; and the court of Borne delegated ts 
htm every avAoiity he could wiah^ having de* 
nomuiated him paUiarcb of Abyiaiiriat Akx* 
KodriAi and the &^ and inatructcd him in tin 
proper and necessary chftngcs to be made in the 
rules and doctrines of tfae church. It was tfaa 
priocipal a<m <^ Sociniee to reoeivc into his do- 
minions a number of Portuguese troops, who, 
jwned to those that slioitld be converted to tbe 
Catfaolick faith, might enidrie him to extirpate 
that spirit of rebellion and dtflaffeetion which 
poasesfed bis Bub}ectB, End especially the clergy. 
HitheKo he had only seen in Peter Paez, and 
the other missimaries, an oboequioua and servile 
conduct I their lives and nianRen scened. exem- 
plary and traly apostolical i and he never ooce 
(bought that the patriaivh from Rom^ tai the 
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abuM from ^OKandiM, though the^ "diCrereil in 
nligiouB vpiniiHU, w«rc cordiaUy i^rCed in the 
ikiire Df.eKctiBf;> ecoleaiutical dominian' and tjr- 
nuHif oD the raiiu of xacmuKhf and civil poveri 
wid of eficcting^a Jotal subofdinatien to the chain 
of St. MarkorSt. Peler. 

In the mean -ikiie a penon appcMed, who 
-otUed himself king Jacob, and preietided that 
be liad eacaped from the haOfe in wMoh that 
naaaicfa waa alHOi Mtd tbst faas bee wm so de- 
.icrmed sad iomIkiI with the <m>apia be had re- 
eved in the engte^cnwittt (hst it ina pmpar 
laod oqicdient to veil it fnsn sight. In order, 
therefore, (o pmnele the ilaoeptiMi, 'bt unsMit- 
J/f wne.the Abjraunian oromi, which coveecd his 
Jombead and both obecka. All Tigr^ hastened 
to join this impoatar, whom the; considered as 
their tnie aodJawfoLsorcragntand who fiading 
himsetfat'tbe-liMdof a mmeroHsbadroftroopt) 
desQwwted from the nowitaais, on «hidi he but 
Jnan MMampad, and advanced into the plain. 
Here he oipcrienecd lereHtl suoceasive defeats 
.tem the gOWeoNr of Ti^, sod abo fnoA 5o- 
xinioB ; ,«&icr whioh be re^ed to Us iDsccessihte 
.ntvesM. At length, however, wiBie of those 
«^ bad joined the ivpoMopwereiinduoed, b^-Ae 
-prMiiJte of pardoB, to betnjr the pretended Jacob, 
Md to cutoff.ius hiaA, wlucfa thc^'Mnt to the 
-^Wng. 

1-be CaUoB, ^adang Ae flpportanilr whkh 
theae Jntenui diaorden sfiered, attacked tbe 
■Abrwdan tmopseoniMaded tether kng. in 
IMiwB. The 'CogafBflKnt -vw hisodf iasd -«b- 
-flliDate, «id. victoiT «wfbr& laog tinK dAibt. 
:Ail. B«t, at leoRtb, tbe ddlos wiie t!9mf 

Vol. XIU. *« 
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irhere put to th»n»it, laA the Want of honei 
piCTtttited Socinios from destroying their wb^ 
mnny, which would h&ve been the certain coV- 
■equence of a vigorous pursuit, through ft coun- 
try where every inhabitant was a toe. The 
■mitheni Gallas, being; mibrmed of the defeU <jf 
their countrymen, manched into Abyssinia, bunt< 
ed and destroyed the churches utd Tillages, ai^ 
put to death all that fell into their hands.- TIk 
fcii^, who ms soon apprized of their appimcR, 
and qf the excesses they committed, poUed his 
army in an advantageous situation. The GaOto 
were entirely surrounded by the AbyastBim 
troops, and every soul of them perished. 

The first splendid conquest of Paez, t2ie je- 
auit, was that over Sella Christoa, the emperor^a 
■ brother, who publicly abjured the AbyiainiWi 
faith, and embraced the cathotick. Wheth<er 
that prince was aincere in faia conTeraion' we 
know DQt, but great itumberv of the ncritlesaittl 
grandeea were induced by hla example and inte- 
rest to conferm to the same cre«], and -'he 
I»<oved a tcbIous proselyte, uid the main au})- 
portoftheR<^ish church in Abysainia. Save- 
ral circumstances, however, discovered to Sod- 
nio3 the odium with which his measures were 
regarded by his subjects, and the eMreme diffi- 
culty of eradicating the ancient, and of intro- 
ducing the Romish religion. He therefore ifir- 
dered aevcral oanferencea and disputaliooB to 
be held between the Portuguese and Abyaii- 
' nians,' relative to the controverted points ofdoc- 
tiine ; but finding the latter obstinate and not 
to be convinced, he issued - an edict Ibrbiddbtg; 
■My of his subjects to maintiun the eiiatenc^tf 
only one nature in lava Christ 
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'- This- decreet Mowed by othen in iavour of 
tfae Ronwth cbiirch, alumed the whole empire* 
^ed etpecially, the ckrgy. The abuna, who had 
I^KQ abaept, hastened to emit to assert his dig- 
nity, and threatened alt with excommunicatiiui 
that proivoted and favoured the Romish dgc- 
t^ncs. Finding himself suppocted 1^ ' Emana. 
. Chnatos, another Jirother of Socinios, he carried 
hia threats into execution, and affixed the >et^' 
.tence on the gates of one of the diurches of th£ 
imperial camp; atid the king issuing another 
ipeoctatnation similar to the former) he. anathe- ' 
.floatized Socinios, and wrot^ circular letters to 
his clcr^ in de&^ice of theancient fiuth. These 
. neasuros of the abwia increased the general dis- 
«ODtent against the king and the Romish mif- 
uonarie&i and Julius, the soo-in-law of Sodnios, 
ventured to take «p arms in defence of the ba- 
cient religion, and to penecute ibe catholick con- 
certs in Tigrc, c^ wbidv ht was governor. 

Tbe king, iafbimedoribesetransactipnai com- 
.maadcdthe abuoa and Pelier Paex - to reptur to 
the imperial catnp, that the doubts and inert* 
duUty of the one might be removed by the ar- 
patents and persussioos of the other< Both 
i^yed the injuociions of the monarch ; but the 
former was accompanied by such a multitude 
af monks and nuns as greatly exceeded the 
i^nay in number i all of whom, protuted they 
woidd sooner die, than Ibrsake the. religion of 
. their forefathers, and on their knees requested 
that the king wtnild not persevere in these inno- 
VAiions. The answer of So«»nioa, however, was 
. not calculated to excite hopes of his ^nend> 
,,mttm W>4 thcn&re Julius, Emana Christos, 



I. Coo^^lc 



MkI Ccsw hi»higU sMnWnl) cnteifed imoa-c«i< 
■(MPacy ^Binn the king aad StUa GiHistfli,' 
whicli they •Isoeuiif indiKMl' tbtf abmta M join. 

It was a)^ed' (hat Julius sheuU present a 
petition, ef «ich: h iumutq u ibould prabaUf 
praduae a MfuHit fi<on» Socialn} Md during 
lh« t4Me of die Rltercatian whivit would enam, 
whilfit tbe Taaig was- nM absn^ng, the oAen 
■hould stab hin. Fraviouslf I» the convef- 
satioR, the Ynonarcli waa WartMd of bis' dutgn- 
by e pogC) andr llwi«ibre, JiHiui no aoonev ap- 
ptareri ivith bii pcckisny Aan he graiMwd it !>«• 
fore Emana Ckrinw anivtd. Tbe oUmip oaft' 
s^nt<»rv liowewr-, -came ■0(» afters BAd the 
Inng taking bold of JoIhh^i Mrord in- a kmHiar- 
maOfler, west mth hlM to the sMifwMe wMch 
led to tbe top of the bouse. The rest fotlcNWi^ 
tbii^inf that a inot« proper and Beeure ptftce- 
fereseeoting their design; but the king eiKered 
the private stEur, tbe door of which bad a spring 
lock, that could Bot b« opened from witbouCi 
ahut it after htia, and disappointed their tre» 
dteroat infcA wiAout ncase or diaeurbaiicek 

Net dtacoHraged, however by this nnfetfti- 
nate and tmexpected erent, JuJiuB tsmed ob 
edkt, enjoining an tbe PoPtugvcse and theif act 
berentB texhpstt the kingdom of Tigr^, and aS 
that ftvoured the Alexandrian churcli^ to arm 
and toBow him. A beneAction of the abiina 
induced this young and ineoDatdeTale nobleitmn 
to aUack the emperor, who was at the head of a 
powerfai am^, and, notwithstanding the prsy^ni 
and entreaties of )w9 wife, to risk a battle rar 
tber than be reconciled to his sorerngn. £ik- 
camagett by that pttriate, Nnpatknt ef tcnniy 
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lUiting tbe' var, aitd penuaded that, on tccount 
- uf hia being MHi-in-Iaw to the Wmg, no Tiolcncc 
would be oKrcd himi he boldly proceeded 
.throu^ the forces of Socinioa, and advanced 
toward! bis tent, attended only by seven per* 
sons ; but he was killed, just aa he was abont 
to enter it with an intention of riaying the mo- 
-i>»nb. His few followers sufiered the same 
fate; and ^s catastrophe of their leader in- 
daccd his army to disperse, and endeavour to 
save themselves by flight. In the pursuit of 
them, however, the old abuna lost his' hie ; and 
the rebellion seemed effectually terminated. 
: SocinioB then issued sn edict forbidding the 
imctice of the Abysunian rites, which caused 
another femient among the people, and some 
levere expostulations. An insucrection was 
Taised by Jonaelj viceroy of Begemder, who sooa 
found himself at the head of a considerable 
{>ody of forces, that followed him to tome of the 
high mountMns on the frontierB, where he was 
1o l>e jtnned by the Gallas, whom he had en- 
gaged to assist him. From thence he sent to 
Ihe king, and demanded the total expulsion of 
the Jesuits. Socinios immediately marched his 
troops towards the mountains, on which the 
'viceroy was posted, and many of the insurgent! 
forsaking their leader and joinuig.Uie king, Jo- 
nael fled >to the .Gallas, his confederates, by whom 
he was put to death. ' 

' Socinios having also quelled another revolt, 
publicly abjured the Abyssinian religion, and 
«nibraced tliM of Rome. Paes, having; received 
Abe king's confession, and puUick renunciation of 
the Alexandrian &ith, died soon tifter, before 
. 3 B 3 ■ , , 
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the ftnfVd tit the patriarch expected' at liAm 
ts CBW flr m ttw changos which had taken plaoe^ 
Md to giTti ft solid and permanent' form to the 
fnAnt churcbd Paex, therefore, liad-notthe so* 
tisftction ftf bebcdding the fintd wcccu of bit 
Ubcmrst The patriarch that Miccceded him wia 
a JelKitt, named AUbi^b, who catne accoRV- 
pained b^ nineteen-of his brethren, two of whoa 
had been cMMtcrated bishops, in ofderto lup- 
p(y hn ptaee (ft com irf necenity. They were 
received with the grMtest doniansti«tian& of af'' 
Siction aM raspotk Nothing could be nwic 
pompom than the ecremon^, in which w«* cun- 
KUnmoted not only the union of the Abyuinlan 
abarsh, but also tht swbmisHDn of th« enpcrar 
md all bis court to the see of Rome. 

The d*y appointed for die perfbnnance of 
these rites being Arrired, the king, his eldest 
•on, the viceroj^s, govemors, and officers of the 
empire, assembled in the grand hdl, where tbey 
beard an eMmratfc 4tM»ursfc, de&Tered by Men- 
dec, on the sHprtrmEicy of the dturch and pontiff 
of Rome. This being fintohed, the holy goipet 
Was giTCn (o tb« king, who fi^ng on his knee* 
Mlbrc the patriarch, took the foUowkig oatbi 
*< We the stihan Seqited, emperor of Etfaiopiat 
bblicTe (Did confess that St. Peter, prince of the 
apexes, ins appointed t^ our Lord Jesal 
Oirist head or chief of the whole Chriatiaa 
church, and that he gave him the principality 
md doR^nton of the whole worid, by saying to 
him TJtaii art Peter, and v/ion t/ii* ttck wHlIbidU 
jHtf ehi&fh, and wtB give (fee the te^t ^ the Img^ 
dim ^Antvett ; and again when he said R> hism 
Jfitdmg **ee/>. We also believe and coolen itat 
tbe pope of Rome, b«fully elected, is the tme 
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MccaaOT of St. Peter, wd tfast be pwtnaes tb« 
atme power vod the tame authority ov«r tha 
whole ChriBtian church i and we promise and' 
swear true and ainccre abediiNice to the hsiy &• 
ther Urban the eighth) and to his tucceswni 
and subject cmrsclvea and our empire to his and 
their feet. So help us God, and his hdiy evai^ 
geliftts." 

To this fonauld, which was c<«iplete and ■»• 
tis&ieter;. all swore that were present ; the of- 
ficers) priests, and moiUts, according to their se< 
Tertil orders or ccwditioBs. The cereraotij wm 
closed with a speech by Sella Chnstoe, .whO) 
heated with Eeal, after repeating the oat^ pi«- 
Kiihed, drew hii swwdj and uttered these words t 
" What is put cwinot be recalled ; but thoio 
who do not perlbm their duty shidl be judged 
by the sword." AktK this decIanttioHi they aU 
swore allegiance to thA ptince SanlideB, wh<»a 
the Ung caused to be aclmowledged » his sue- 
ceBSM* and die immediate be» of the crown* 
SeUa Cbristosi ujll hurried on 1^ his seal for tb« 
<^urch, added a eiausei or (qualification, to thn 
above (ormulai end irtiich was much commended 
by the Jesuits. " I swear," said be, " to obejr 
Ihobi as a fiiitfaful subject, ao long as he shall 
maimata, defendt and brour the holy cathoUck 
bith { but if be shall &R iu this, I will be his 
fint and greatest eocmy." Socinioa also com- 
mwided, that all the ladies of the court should 
take the seme oath the day ibUowiog, which waa 
acc*rdtn^y dooe. 

The lung, however, cxperteticed a greater de* 
gree of reeistsnce irata the clergy and people* 
who could ndtber be induoed by threats, putusfa* 
ntiat, OK the auMt flkU«ii»s sspaaau, to sidt* 
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nit to the difTerent edicts which Socinios found 
it neccasaiy to issue for abrogating the ancient 
faith and ceremonies. They were extretnelf 
BTerse to many usages of the Romanists, whidi 
were intended to be introduced : kneeling dufing 
the services of the church ; having fixed altars, 
crucifixes, and images in relief ; auricular con- 
fession ; and other practices of an almost similar 
nature, were what chiefly gave offence* Whilst 
the fnghtened eoclesiasticks were deserting their 
monasteries and convents, and seeking peace and 
tranquillity among the moun tuns, Socinios com< 
manded a magniticent and stately edifice to be 
erected for the habitation of the psAriarch and 
fais companions. He also ordered a supeit ca- 
thedral to be constracted ; but as it was built in 
the f<wm of a cross, it gave otTence to the Abys- 
sinians, who had hitherto been accustomed n> 
churches of a circnlar ferm, 
- Two missionaries, who had made a great, 
number of converts to the Catholick fiuth in the 
extreme parts of Tigr^, were massacred by the 
people. - That kingdom being visited soon after 
by a plague of locusts, the Portuguese attributed 
the judgment to the murder of the misMonaries ; 
and the Abyssinians, to the persecutions raised 
against them by the Romanists. One of the 
emperor's sons-in-law, named Tecla, viceroy of 
llgre, raised an insurrection, in which he was 
joined by other noblemen, who openly declared 
for the Alexandrian church, in opposition to that 
of Rome. The king dispatched against them a 
body of troops, who overtook and defeated them, 
and terminated the revolt. Tecla was taken 
prisoner and sent to the imperial court, where 
he WM condemned to death by the king, and oiw 
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at the head of hn cainp> Wbat, however, i 
>tUi' more hgonxu and nvere^tiie sitter oE Teslif 
was aiwx sentenced to auSer the aame tgnomtniatu- 
deatbr Ear having^ w was {H^tanded, lecrettf &• 
wired that revolt. - All the prnjers and en- 
treaties in. her behalf availed netlting ; and it 
was a siogular and ccwxirkable sircumstonce fiw 
a. woman to be bimg in EihiojMa, etpecialty for 
' ft worauLof herrank and condition. This spec- 
tflclB, therefore, excited tix dread and horror of 
ihe whole court, and psttieolai^ iiriCatttd tl» k' 
nalesex^ 

In Older that he might firmly estdHlah hi» 
priac^ilei, okI pnvnote the interest of the church 
oi Kcuncr tiie paliiucb, oa his part, acted with' 
the gressest rigoar and the greatest zeal. The 
Ab^asinians were rebaptised, their prietta tv- 
ordaiaed, and the schismatic ks, who had been bu« 
lied in the Catholick churches, were ordared to 
be disenterrcd, that those sacred edifices might 
iwt be defiled by thcni. The p«tn«rch, however, 
became isvolvcd in a quarrel with the emperor's 
daugbtert a lewd princess, who, thniigh she had 
two husbands living, cohabited with a lover, 
whom the pretended to be desirous of marrrlRg: 
lor that purpose she solicited the patriarch to 
grant her a dispNisation, which he refiuing, the 
^Dcets became inceosed at the conduct c^ Men- 
dez, and employed all her inSuence in injuring 
bim. She excited other wobkh to espouse he» 
cause, flattered her father, and attacked him witli 
remonstrances and complaints. 

Sevemi revohs and disttstets also h^pening 
about this Ume, the Alexandrians, who bad re> 
certlj gained grouoit at coarti informed the em> 
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peror that these were occuioned by the chMtg* 
of religion in his domituons i and that oeither he 
Dor the people might expect peace or traoquil- 
lity, so long as the Romiih faith was &H>ured 
and promoted. It was impoKuble, they laid) t» 
convince his subjects, that circumcbtan and the 
(^servance of the sabbath could be ofTeiuivt to 
God; or that the Alexaodrian Utui^, their 
StMs and festivals, ought to ^re place to those 
of Rome { and that it would be more safe aocl 
prudent to relax in these points, which made. no 
part of the essentials of Christianity, and to perr 
mit them the pcrfomuuice of their ancient rilee 
and ceremonies. 

. These representations and remonstrances had 
the de^red effect on the mind of Socinios, and id 
lei^h he yielded to their entreaties, and miti- 
gated the severity of the edicts which he had 
issued against the AbysBinian faith. The haughty 
jiatriarch was highly displeased with these caa- 
cessions of the king ; expostulated with him in 
very unbecoming terms ; and reminded Sociniost 
that Uzziah was smitten by God with a leprmy 
ibr presuming to infringe on the priestly oflicei 
The monarch, who at that time had not leisure 
to attend to the representations of Meodcx, oa 
account of a fresh insurrection which had ap- 
peared in his dominions, only replied, that the 
ejstablishment of the Romiah religion in Abra* 
Binia was not occasioned by the preaching tA the 
Jesuits, nor by the miracles they wrought in coa- 
f^rmation of it, but merely by his own approbtu 
tion and free will. . 

The king's troops had been several times de- 
feated by the insurgents, and bis generals com- 
filled, to Kek ibeir ufety by flight- Socinioi 
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lia<nng collected a more ntimeroUB and powerfifl 
Army I marched ag;ainit the etiemyi whom he al* 
tacked with great futy, and obtained a complete 
victory. After the combat, he traversed the 
field of totlle vith a melancholy air, accompa* 
nied by the, chief officers of his court, who thus 
addressed him : " Behold these thousands of 
slun. They are' neither Mahometans nor Gen- 
til6B, nor enemies of Christiamty, but your own 
vassab and subjects, and our blood and rela- 
tions. Whether you conquer or be ccmquered, 
you plunge a sword into your own bosom. 
Those who made war aganst you, are consci- 
ous of no wrong : they tocA up aims only to 
defend their ancient religion, which you are dc- 
innxia of obliging them to renounde, and to re- 
fuse the Bcce[rtance of doctrines which they can- 
hot be persuaded to believe. What an abuni. 
dance of blood has this unhappy change already 
caused to be shed 1 and how much more will ft 
occasion to be spilled, unless you allow your sub- 
jects the five exercise of that religion which 
they received from their ancestoM ? Without 
this, we shall never have rest ; and you will 
shortly find yourself deprived of empire and of 
people." 

' This pathetick remonstrance made a deep and 
Indelible impression on the mind of the emperor, 
who was weary of the frequent wars and revolts 
'which had recently taken place. It was also 
enforced by Banlides his son, by the empress, 
Mid by his other wives ; and Socinios, at length, 
was prevailed (hi to issue an edict allowing li- 
berty of conscience, and restoring to the Abyg- 
sitiians' the reliEpon of their forefathers. This 
toleTstion caused inexpressible joy and rejoicing 
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mmoiiR bH nmka and dogrees df penile. Tttc 
imty cast the beads and trinluts ioto the firci 
which the popish TnissionaneB had given them. 
The clergy began to perform their funr.tJoTU, in 
Ihe manner they had fonneiiy^ used ; to adnu- 
tiister the communion in both kinds i to practise 
xircunicision ; tuid to iKmew the general ablu- 
tion at the feast of Epiphany, with extraordi- 
Miy pomp and exultation. In the churches 
they chanted songs of tlwnlesgiring ami praise, 
one of which thus coDduded : ":Rejoice and be 
^ad i emg hallelujahs ; the sheep of Ethiojna 
are delivered from the wolves of the west." 

Though the king's edict restored the Abyaai- 
luaii church to its |»iatine state, it did not ex- 
clude the Romi^ priests from the free exercise 
jof their refi^on. But the latter were become -so 
odious throughout the emigre, that the former 
casilf seised several of their msgnlficHit and 
newly erected churches. At thb juncture also, 
occasioned either by gtief or disease, the ccns^ 
quence of the btigue to whicfa he had been ex- 
posed by war, insurrection, and revt^ or ra- 
ther, as baa been bdiored, by poiaOn, SociniaB 
&11 sick. During his iUoesai the patriarch Men- 
dez endeavoured to escite the drooping seal of 
the deapoading monarch, by representing to hun 
that his forbearance Add ioitctivity woiidd prd- 
iduce a civil war tn hia dotninions, between (he 
Alexandrians and Romanists. To this India. 
erect u)d ill-^imed inttmatiou, which was to- 
tended to induce the Icing to revoke the edict in 
.favour of toleratioD, SocinMS replied, " What 
can I do ? I have no hnger eittwr empire ttr 
,«ultiority i" He died in the Ronish £uth, at 
the age -of .Mz^r^one, in the HreQty<aofcUtii rmr 
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■ pF^U re'iKni which, say some authQis, would 
have been happy and glorious, had the Jesuits ne- 
ver entered his dominions. 

Socinios was a prince rernarkable . for his 
strength of body, great courage, and the elevib- 
tiou of his mind. He had been early taught the 
exercise of arms, patience, perseverance, and 
every military virtue that could be acquirea ; 
and he had passed the former part of his life as 
a private person, in the midst of hardships, dif!i- 
culdes, and dangers. He embraced the catholick 
laith from convicdoQ, and studied it with as 
much application as the scanty means of instruc- 
tion would allow ; and being, in the last years of 

. his life, left without a soldier to draw his sword 
in defence of the cliurch of Rome, he chose to 
retain his religion, and abandon his crown. 
On the death of Socinios, his son 6a- .^ q 

. silides, who had latterly acted as regent i^, 
of the kingdom, assumed the royal dig- 
nity. This piince, having paid the last honoun 
to his father, endeavoured to compose the diiTer- 
ences that had agitated^ the statei on account of 
religious opinions. He tbarefbre informed Mep. 
dez, that the Alexandrian ^th being now re- 
stored and re-eati^lished, it was necessary he 
should leave the kiDgdom, and that the abuoa 
only deferred his arrival in Abyssinia till the 
Romisb patriarch and his priests should have de- 

. parted. Mendez endeavoured to regiun the 
king's lavour, by offering concessions and indul- 
gences: "I have remitted," says ho, " all our 
peculiar rites, except that of the communion in 
both kinds, with which the pope alone can dik< - 
pense, and make you the same pETers provided 
you and your subjects will, submit to his ^olj- ' 
Vol. Xm. 3 C 
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ness, who is the head and father of the univenal 

church." 

To this letter of the patriarch, tbe king re- 
plied, " that the breach between the Abyssinian* 
and Romanists was not so much occasioned hy 
the disputaUons which ha<l been held, relative to 
the nature of Christ, as to their denying them 
the cup in the communion ; changing the fiiaU 
and festivals ; presuming to re-baptize their pro- 
selytes, and to re-ordain their priests and dea< 
cons." He concluded by insisting on their im- 
mediate departure for Fremona, and commanded 
them to surrender all the fire-arms of which they 
were .possessed, into the hands of an officer whom 
he sent for that purpose. The patriarch finding 
that all he could say or do had no effect, was 
obliged to comply with the orders of the mb^ 
.narch, and to depart with the other missionaries. 
■ They were escorted by Paul, the emperor's ne- 
phew, who was commanded to guard thero 
through the deserts, but who, instead of protect- 
ing, would have plundered and robbed them of 
all their valuables, had not the Portuguese killed 
two or three of his men, and compelled the rest to 
seek their safety in flight. At length, after much 
fatigue, danger, and loss, they reached Fremona 
in a very miserable condititm, where they were 
scarcely allowed time to refresh and recruit thcm- 
aelves before another order from the king ivas 
received, which enjoined them instantly to leave 
his dominions and to embark for India- 

Basilides was informed that the Romish mis- 
sionaries had sent to the viceroy of Goa, and to 
the king of Portugal, requesting an army and 
fleet which might deluge Abyssinia with blood, 
and was therefore induced to hasten their depar-* 
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tore out of his kingdom. It might have been 
expected, that after the severe treatment which 
itfi Portuguese had experienced, the ferment oc- 
casioned in the minds of the clergy and laitjf, 
would have subsided ; but Mendez had contrived 

, to leave a number of jesjiits in Abyssiniaj who 
kept themselves ccHicealed in Tigr^, and were ' 
privately protected by the viceroy of that king- 
dom. They were, however, at length discover- 
ed and hanged, or suffered some other violent 
death. Nor was the king less severe against those 
of his subjects who persisted in their profession 
of the Romish faith. 

After this, six capuchins, all Frenchmen, ami 
of the order of St. Francis were sent from Rome ; 

■- four of whom penetrated into Abyssinia, and 
were put to death ; the other two, informed of 
■ the unhElt>py fate of their companions, prudently 
returned home. The different attempts made 
to re-establish the Catholicks in Abyssinia proved 
entirely vain and fruitless, and during this and 
the following reign no missionaries could be in- 
troduced into that country. Basilidea endea- 
voured to prevent the Portuguese from giving 
him any farther disturbance, and having reduced 
all his subjects to the obedience of the Alexan- 
drian church, took the field against Melea Chris- 
tos, his rival, who continued in arms at the head 
of the peasants of Laala, under pretence that th* 
ancient religion of the Abyssinians was still in 
danger. Both armies met, and a panick having 
seized the king's troops, his horse Sed at the first 
onset. The royal forces bding routed and dis- 
persedt Melea Christos pursued his good fortune, 
entered the palace, took possession of (he throne, 
and wa> crowned king; of Abyssinia. He ap> 
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poioted the several officers, who were to fill ttife' 
most lucrative and considerable places of the go- 
veniinem ; and tiestowed a largess, or bounty, oO 
the soldiers. 

Hasilides, however, was not discouraged by the" 
unfavourable complexion of his affeirs, but sent" 
expresses to the governors of SaAicn, I>antot, and ' 
Begemder, and commanded them to nnarch their' 
troops against the usurper. Accordingly, they' 
surrounded Melea Ghristos, before he was aware!: 
of their inteniion, and forcedhim to a battle, in 
which he was defeated, and lost both his army' 
and his life. 

Soon after this, Claudius, governor of Begem- 
der, and brother of Basilides, iTvoIted and joined- 
the rebels ; and it was known that he intended the ■ 
death of the king. But,- being surprised and ta-' 
ken prisoner, he was brought to the monarch, who^ - ■ 
though he was aware of the ingratitude, treason,- 
and intended fratricide of his brother, could hot- 
be prevented on to order his execution, but, like a- 
wise and inercVftil prince, considering the ancient 
usages of'the empire', and what an abundance of 
blood might be saved by exiling the descendants' 
of the royal family, banished Claudius to the- 
liiountain of Wechne. 

Basilides was taken ill of a disease, which, 
from the beginning, he considered as mortal, 
and, therefoi-e, sent for his eldest son Hannes, 
who was noi« of age to grtvem, bequeathed' to 
him his kingdom, and recommended a continu-' 
ance of the ancient religion. He died soon after,- 
in great peace and fcniposure of mind. . If we' 
v-except his father Socinios, Basilides was unques- 
tionably the greatest monarch that ever sate on' 
tlie Abyssinian throne. He was calm, (Mspaa*- 
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SUrnate, and courteous* In the very difikult part 
he acted between his father and the nation, the 
necessities of the times had taught him a reserve} 
which, if not natural, was at least political and 
useful. He was a brave soldier and an able ge- 
neral ; and, though fierce and violent in battle^ 
he was extremely averse to shed blood. 

Hannes the first succeeded t» his king- j^ jj_ 
dom in peace, and had" the address to jses.' 
maintain it in tranquillity during his 
reign. He was not naturaUy averse to war j 
but no insurgent, or competitor, disturbed his 
government. Hannes was a bigoted prince : he 
commanded the Mahometans to eat no other 
flesh, that) what bad been lulled by Christians i 
and having collected the Cathufick books, which 
the Jesuits had translated into the Ethiopick lan- 
. guage, burned them. M^ch of bis time and at- 
tention were employed in regulating and enforc- 
ing the doctrines ajid discipline of the church. 
A convocation of the clergy was held, and se- 
veral debates ensued, in which the king assisted* 
and was content with holding the balance, vrith- 
oul declaring for either party. From the scanty 
■? memorials of his reign, we might be led to sup. 
pose that he was a weak and inactive prince ; 
but, perhaps, if the circumstances of the times 
wei% fully developed and laid open, he might 
appear the reverse. 

. On the death of Hannes, Tasous the j^ jj 
first, his son, succeeded him in the king- 168O.' 
dom, with the apprdiation and satisfac- 
tion of alt the people. . This prince had twice 
secretly retired from the palace, during the life 
of his father, which was considered as a proof 
of his desire and impatience of governing;. Soon ■ 
3C3 
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after his accession to the throne, Yasoua, attend- 
ed bjr the nobility . and grandees of his empire, 
undertook a journey to the inountain of Wechn*, 
&nd commanded ail the princes of the royal fa- 
linily, who had been banished, and were there 
donfined, to be brought before him. During the 
reign of Hafincs, these forlorn exiles were wholly- 
unnoticed and forgotten. The oblivion, howerer, 
ta which these unhappy prisoners were consign- 
edjproved their greatest interest and advant^e : 
for punishrnent generally followed inquiries after 
particular princes ; and the messages, or visits, 
at the insiance of the king, were commonly the 
forerunners of the loss of life, or of the amputa- 
tion of limbs. ' • 

The sight of so many noble relationa, some 
advanced in years, othei's in the flower of their 
Ifoiith, and a few but yet in their childhood," 
who were ail in mean attire, and almost naked, 
Aiade such an impression on the tender and ge- 
nerous mind of Yasous, that he burst into tears. 
Nor was his behaviour to them less proper and 
engaging. To the aged he paid due reverence 
and respect : those in the flower of youth, he 
treated with a kind and friendly familiarity ; and 
on the children he bestowed caresses and com- 
jnendations. He plentifully provided them With 
apparel and every necessary ; and having feasted 
them with great profiision during the space of a 
month, he embraced theni, promised them hi* 
constant prelection and regard, and left the 
royal family at liberty at the foot of the moun- 
t^n. 

This last ihark Af confidence and respett, 
more than all the rest, impressed the ptinces 
with a lively sense of the tendemeBs of the mo- 



-n, Google 



XMTtSlWlAi. SH 

norch, and, consMenng tvtry moment ^ delaf 
as-treaeon^le and ungrateful te their muuificet^ 
compftGsionate, and niagnanimouB betK^tori 
Toluntaril^ hurried to their melancholy prieoo. 
The whole mountain resounded with prayers for 
ttie long IHe and jHxisperity of the king^rond that 
the crowH might for ever be enjoyed bj the lineal 
descendajtts of his famUy. 

Yasoaa had various rencounters with tbe^- 
^W9, Gallas, and the insurgents of his kingdAn. 
Two days previously to the time of taking the 
field, a comet made its appearance, whith great- 
ly alarmed and terrified the people, some of 
whom prophesied, that it portended a scene of 
Cami^ and Uoodshed moue terrible and -exten- 
sive t^an was to be found in the annals of Ethio- 
pia, and that the death of the king would follow, 
VasODs vasf thbrefbre, impoituned by several 
learned men to delay his departure for some 
days ; but he only answered such requests by 
hony and derision. " Pshaw ! pshaw !" Hud he, 
" you are not in (he right. We tnuat act with 
fairness and impartiality, and use the comet well ; 
lor, if it should not appear again, idle people and 
old women will have nothing with which to 
amuse themselvea." Whilst the king was busi- 
ed In directitrg the affairs of his kingdom with 
great wisdom and success, both in church and 
state, a matter was in agitation, at a distance from 
" his dominiiHiB, whirti threatened to involve them 
In disorder and confusion. 

It was now the moat brilliant period of the i^ 
of Louis the fourteenth, when the Jesuits, zeal- 
ous for the honour of thai monarch, their great 
protector, and desiivus of wiping oS the st^n 
their order had ctHitracted by the mis»on of the 
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p&triarch Mendez, and bis associates, requested, 
that proper persdRa should be sent into Abyasi- 
nia, in conjunction with them, who should en* 
deavour to induce the king of that country to 
send an embassy into France ; and, on the ma- 
n^ement of this political affair, they founded 
their hopes of replacing themselves in the wtua- 
ticui they formerly enjoyed, and of ag^n direct- 
ing measures for the conversion of that empire. 
Thfe French king undertook the protection of 
this mission, with all the readiness the Jesuits 
desired ; but the pope, who considered thdr 
haughtiness, implacability, and imprudence, as 
the loss of Abyssinia, appointed the superior of 
the Franciscans his, legate to the Abyssinian 
court. The second attempt, however, of con* 
verting Abyssinia by an embassy, which is said 
to have coat a considerable expense, was termi- 
nated by the death of the unfortunate M. du 
Roule, who is sud to have been murdered at 
. Sinnar, through the instigations of the re- 
formed Franciscans, and their brethren, in the 
Holy Land. 

Yasous had a mistress whom he tenderly 
loved, and whose death he so much deplored, 
that his queen persuaded her son, Tecla Hatma- 
nout, that the king intended toi deprive him of 
the crown, and to place Darid, the son of Ozoi-o 
Kedust^, his mistress, on the throne of Abyss!- 
nia> Fired with resentment the young prince, i 
who had shown early signs of wisdom, and ta- 
knts for governing, collected a numerous army, 
in which he was assisted by the queen, his mo- 
ther. A message was then sent to the king, 
" that after so long a reign, and so much blood- 
ied, it would be proper that Yasous shotild iC' 
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rite to uHnt'convent, during the remainder of 
his life, where he might at6ne for the sins he had 
committed, and that he should resign his crown 
t* his son Tecla Hahnanout." Tb this message* 
the (^ng, who was then at the island in the lake' 
Tzana, replied, " that he had been long inform- 
ed who were the persons that liad aedaced hia- 
son ftam his dutj' to his father, and his allegiance 
to his sovereign ; and that he proposed to meet 
them immediately at Gondar, and there settle 
Tecla Haimanout's coronation." 

This ironical answer was sufficiently under- 
stood, and Yasous prepared to march to Gondar ; , 
bat being attacked by a putrid fever, he was un- 
d*r the necessity of returning. The queen, there- ■ 
fiire, immediately dispatched a body of soldiers, 
who entering the island by surprise, shot and dis- 
abled the monarch, while sitting on a couch, and- 
afterwttrds thrust him th«iugh the body with & 
sword. The people mourned the death of their- 
Mng, designated him by the surname of Great, 
and performed over him all the rites of sepulture. 
The character of Yasoua, as given by Poncct, is, 
that he was a man very fond of war, but averse' 
tfi the shedding of bltrod ; which, says Mr. Bruce, 
Was literally true in sparing his own subjects. 

No sooner had Tecla Haimanout the ^ q 
Brat ascended the throne of Abyssinia, 1704. 
than he was informed of the melancholy 
'fbte of the French ambassador at Senna;where- 
upon, he gave immediate orders for assembling 
his troops, and declared, that he considered the 
-dfeath of M. du Roule as an affVont that affect- 
cd-his cmwn and dignity^ and which he was d^ 
termined to revenge. This step, which justice 
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dictated, was very advantageous to the king; for 
having, soon after, a rival and rebel prince to coip 
tend with, his army was ready for any puipow> 
and defeated the designs of hb adversary* Thic 
monarch was murdered by sonie cons[Hrikt<»>i 
who feared that his mother and ber brotben 
would engross all power and favour. 

The murderers intended to place an iniant king 
on the throne, who was the son of Tecia Haina- 
nout i but those who had not participate4 
virS' '" '*** assassination, proclaimed Tifilis, <w 
1700. xheophilus, the brother of Yasous. This 
prince arrested the queen and her two brother*, 
who had put Yasous the Great to dpath. The 
- queen was hanged on a tree, after which her twg 
brothers were thrust through the bodies with 
swords. Those also who had 'conspired against 
the late king, suffered the same fate. After ^ht- 
ing and conquering tbe Gajlas and some insur' 
gents, who had appeared in his dominions, he re- 
turned to Goi)dar, amidst the acclamations of hli 
soldiers and subjects ; but he had scarcely enter- 
ed the capita], when he was taken ill of a fever, of 
which he died. 

It was feared by the pec^Ie, if they brought a 
king from the mountain, that he would be of the 
same family as the last, and, as such^ also in- 
terested in punishing the murderers of his fkther 
»nd of his brother. In this conjuncture, and 
disposition of the people, Oustas,* the.- 
17M **^" °^ Delba Yasous, and a subject, of- 
fered himself as king, and was elected, 
and Abyssinia now saw, for the second time, a 
•tranger seated on the throne of Solonitm. He 

■ Tlii)Dameii|:nifi«( juituijorjuit. 
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inCs ft man of undisputed merit, and had filled the 
highest oSices in the state. He possessed eveiy 
qualification both of bod^ and mind requisite for 
a Iting i but the constitution of his country ren-. 
dered it illegal for him to reign- 
Notwithstanding the misfortune which had be- 
fallen M. du Roule, the French ambassador, 
some of the missionarica had courage and address 
- aufficient for attempting a journey into Abfssinia, 

■ «!«! succeeded. Oustas showed them the great- 
est kindness and attention, as often as possible 
heard them perform mass, and received the com- 
munion according to the usage of the church of 

. Rome. These meetings of the king and priests 
were well known to the people. Oustas, how- 

- ever, fell sick ; which was no sooner told to the 
soldiers, than they proclaimed David, the son of 
Yasous, king of Abyssinia. The newly elected 
monarch sent to interrogate Oustas relative to his 
title to the crown, and he was asked who he was, 
and to whom he was indebted for liia dignity. — 
To these interrogatories Oustas, struggling with 
death, replied, ." Tell David, my sovereign, that 

, I have msLde myself as much a king, as any one 
can be that is not of the royal family. I am only 
ft private man, the son of a subject'; and all I re- 
quest ia, that I may be permitted to die of sick- 
ness, without putting :ne to torment or pain." 
David granted his request, and he died soon after. 

' Tradition says, that Oustas was one of the best 
Tnonarchs that ever reigned in Abyssinia. 

Ob the accession of David to the throne j^ j, 
of his ancestors, it was foretold, that his ifj^^' 
'feign /Would be long, prosperous, and 
peaceable ; but it proved exacdy the reverse. 
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Being n atlict adhennt to the cburclt vl-Jiitno^ 
AiUf tie commanded, the pt^ish niwionwiea to 
be sppreheiided. These unfortunate peopte were 
-Kcordinglf tried belbre the moat prejudiced and 
partial of all tribunals ; and interrogaled, wfaeth^r 
- they recuved the c<uiiKil of Chakedon as a rule 
of &ith, and whother they believed that the pa#e 
lawfully and regulariy presided at that council iuid 
directed it ? To these questions they answered in 
the affirmatjre, and added, that "his ho[inc« 
was the head of the catholick church) the succv- 
■or of St. Peter, and Christ's vicar upon earth;" 
1'hese words were scarce!)' uttered, irben Ac 
whole amembly commanded them to be sMoed ; 
and they were accordingly put to death. 

David called another convocation of the clor^ 
gy, in which was detxited the nature of Chvist. 
A difference of opinion prevailed : tfae king 
. argued that he is perfect God and perfect maPi 
. and by the union one Christ, whose bodyiis 
composed of a ppecious Bubstancev called Maheri/^ 
not consubsuntiol with ours, nor derived from 
fab mother. The abuna, aud others, craitend- 
ed that he is one (^od, of the Father. alow> 
united to a body perfectly human, aitd conaub> 
stantial with ours. David ' ordered those to , be 
slain who dissented from him in opinion ; and, 
*oon after, he was praooned, and died in extreme 
i«ony. 

David was succeeded in the ktngdftm 
■*■ °- by Bacuffa, the son of Yasoua. It hav- 
ing been predicted to this' prince, that a 
stranger should usurp the government after bis 
decease, and his family be excluded the throne 
for the space of thirty years, be privately, gut 
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tp 4eMih M wBoin he camidend u llkblf to ba-' 
guUtf of tbia RsuFpatiea. Many NRtocenrpeoiite" 
nifiered far ttiia Mcret and unt^vn etimc t 
md elcTCn princes on tb* nountain of Wecbni- 
bit Uieir Una. To detect ntoic certain^ tlila; 
fiitmc awrper and ddtfaroner of his fkmtt]', he' 
WRoni himsctf skh, and, at Im^h, caasod it 
to be publUied tbU he was- dead. The jof of * 
Uk pmpts at tbis mwa ms extreme and oni-' 
venal } bm in the mdttiingr of the day appbiAted' 
i>r bis intemunt, Baenffii appeal^ is the seat' 
t)£ joBtice. Thiv cmded an URiveraa] tMvor and' 
cauteriMdoi), toe all had rejmced, aAd less' 
Crimea bed' been peniabed with death. The 
klngi howaver, ord^d a gOterEd; paidon. and 
amnestyto be procMmed. 

BacttBk died after a TfgorOua' reign, and after 
p«ttinff t» death the gpeatesl part of the andenf 
niAilitjr, who ivere supposed to hwc beencon- 
mnted in the fbrmer misfertuites of Ae empire. 
ITiii nuelty «rf severity have rendered bis me- 
mory odious and detestable, though- it is uni" 
veraally aduiowledged, that he sarcd his country 
flrnn ad anstocntical or dcntocratical foctlon, 
Btdr of ttkiah is unconstitutional and inimicaE' 
tomoiuKhy. 

Yaaona the seeond' was only an infttit, ^ ^ 
wlHW Ms filther BiKttA' died'; Mit was tj^';-' 
-inimcdlately procMmcd king of the em- 
pire af Abyssinia- 'The queen, Ins incrtberf< 
acDid as regent daring hit minority -, abA diough ~ 
dtere were mmy conspin^es And rebfclEnir at^ 
the commencement of his reign,- theywcpc dew' 
fiBUVd'aOd cwwcomeby-her'mipetTOfactivi^ axUf 
MMreiSi The queen was dbscended frotn' Por^' 
tncueK aneiestOT^ and was wannlr attKhcd- to* 
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tlie Catbdlkk religion. Several Chrittiuis, Whip 
were artists of distinction and merit, liaring 
oome from Smyrna, the kingi who was now ar- 
rived at a state of manhood) emptt^ed hii 
dme in building tbe most magnificent and dMtlf 
edifices, and he was charm»I with the mutt)' 
plicity of his works and workmen. He rejoiced 
ftt the fiicility with wtiich, by the assistance of a 
compaaa atid a few 'strait lines, he could pro- 
duce the figure of a star equally exact with 
those (bnned by hia Gredu. Bounty fbltowed 
bounty, and the best and nearest villages were 
besto^vtd on these peo[4e> He now renounced 
the hunting-matches and incursions againat die 
Shaogalla and the shepherds of Adiara^ which 
before had been his favourite amusements. 

This conduct of the king, and the extra(»dina> 
ry manner in which he passed hia time, occasion- 
ed his becoming the object of publick censure. 
Pasquinades Were circulated throughout tbe ' 
capital ;- one of which was entitled, " The ex- 
peditions of YoKia the link;" which was ap- 
plicable to both his stature and actions. Tbesa 
expeditions, though enumerated in a large sheet 
' of parchment, were confined to tbe space of a 
a few mites. The satire contained in these ptis- 
quinades, provoked the energy of the king, 
who, that he might free himself from the int- 
ptitation of inactirity and want of ambition, . 
pitparcd fer marching his troops against SenAar. 

This expedition was extremely unfortunate ; 
and an army of 18,000 men perished by tbe 
83Tord, or were taken prisonon. The lung, 
however, returned to Gondar, more like a coiw 
queror than a defeated monarch: the soldiisrB 
that returned were laden with the q>pilB at 
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ykmbS) ttnd drove multitudes of cuUe before 
tbem. Nor from the behaviour uid discourse of 
VasoQB could it be known that an; miiifortune 
bad happoKi to him or hia troops. On the coa< 
iraiT, when talking of tiiis expethtion, be af- 
fected greater giJty, and said, " T^et all those 
:who were not pleased with the soag of Koscam *, 
•KnK 'b^t of Scnhari" From which it was con- 
wdered, that he folt a secret pleasure at the 
calamities which had befiillen his army, wIk), not 
-cf^lent that he should cultivate and enjoy the 
arts of pcafie, had urged him to undertake a 
^diSicuk, dangerous, and unnecessary war. . 
-, The lung, having sent to comigand the at- 
. leiidance c^ SubuJ Michael) governor of Tigi^, 
the latter absolutely refused, on which the mo- 
nanh marched a body of forces, and compelled 
Jiim to submission. It was with difficulty the 
ling could be brought to promise that he would 
tuA put him to death ; and when he appeared, 
the good genius of Yasous made one last but in- 
effectual effort to save him and his family. No 
sooner did he see Michael on the ground than 
he fell into a violuit rage, retracted his promise, 
,aBd commanded him to be instantly put to death* 
Al) the officers, however, of the court and 
Ifrray uiterceded for him ; and the king, obliged 
-te comply with their request, observed, " At 
jour intercession I panlon the traitor, but I call 
ypu to witness, that I am clear of all the blood 
that Michael will shed, before he accomplishes 
the. destruction of his countiy, which I know he 
lias long meditated." 

Yasous (bed in the twenty-fourth year of his 
isign, after a very short illness. Being a young 

* Wbere ibe magnificent (diUcetwere built, 
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mm, and «f a «trong coMUbitioa, h wh «A- 
4>eet«ltli^ be faadbeen poiMnadbf dterclMiDta 
ii( the quefs, who <mre duiMui of Mwt hr 
^ O fninoii^. IV» ton Jom wm pnKlftiincJ 

1759. Ung. Matian Bftrexi Ibe pivwnor of 
Be^mder, iwvHig deGe«ted the tiwaj cS 
Xhe mMunch in an engagamcmi, MictuCl, the 
^^Qvemar of Tigr^ had the ofiwe of rae coh- 
fcrreil on him, aAd wks int««tetl Wkh sMrenM 
fMiwr) both dvil and mWiUrj. Rm MtcfaMt, 
tberelbre, oMTchad iHunediuvly ogaMiat fhe-fo- 
veinor of Begenuler, whoK «rsif heint; d»- 
feuted, he tm made priaoiter, aad aEWwsnIa 
|Mt to dcaifc at the iwMigvtMn of Ihc Gtdlas* 
Tbe conduct of Jom, in allMrtng 4h« n^Ae^ 
«Mt -to suSu', wu highty censured by Michael, 
w^M ot»enwd, " I am deceived if the day it 
not at band, when be (the kin^) shatl -curse <h« 
inioment in which (he GrJIbs crassed the tHk, 
wid look in nun for audi a man as Manan 
Bkraa<" This seems to have been spoketi, Snm 
ceniidering; the de^ioi wiiich be hwiKlf «u 
Hicn feady to put in execution. 

. An ftccident of the moat triffing nature oc- 
caaiened an open bveaeh between the long and 
the TM, which was never afierwanh healed. 
Duiing the much of the anny, the weather was 
cstremety hot, and MJchael, being rather in- 
disposed, covered his eyes «dih a white t^oth sr 
handkerchief throm over his head. This being 
told to Joas, who wftB in the centre <rf the troopS) 
he Kot ta inquire of the ras, why be preaumed 
to cover himself in the king's pretence ? The 
bandket<chtef was immediately uken off, bi|t 
t^e affront would iwt admit of atonement. The 
house In which the ras resided was Dot fiu- 
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at«taM front fte palMto) from i \rtndo« of which 
-Mkbact could be diitinctly seen trhen he sat n 

a' pnent. One day, after nuwt of tfae ktvuUs 
left hinii a ibot v«a fired into the room fram 
this window of the palace) whicbi though- it 
missed Michael, wounded a dwarf that wm 
ftrniLng the flies off hit face, Who iraoMdiately 
fcll and ex[rfred'at the feet ofhis mAater. Thia 
was GoniidcTed as the comtnenccnient of hoa- 
Ulitiesj for, though no one knew by .whom Ac 
Bitot waa-fircd,' it wn suSkiendy evideat that it 
' must biTc been dow with tiie knowlet^e-t^ the 
king. ..J. 

Michari was «ook aftw commanded to cctim 
to lus ^ovince ^ Tigr^ on pain of incuErii^; 
the cyspleaaure of the king* To tbia,-howiever» 
he iiaid ino tegard, but ptocceded with tiia utaiy 
against the gorenior.of Damott who hid bMQ 
^edared A rebel, on acownt of bis out' aub- 
mitting himself M the juHsdiction of the ras, 
A battle was accordin^y fiiught, in whicli Mi- 
chaerwBS vicMmoua; uid sotne of the king^ 
borsebum being tricen prisonera in the engine- 
racnt by the raa, tlief confessed IhM Joas^had 
lent them i aod that Michael had been fired at ' 
by his order, when the dwarf was killed- Thb 
ConfesHOB was BO toenn- made, dian tbe.rasr^. 
{mimed person» to go to the palace and iFuvder 
the king, which Was tuiisediatdy effected. , 
. Hunnet the •econd, btather c^ Bacuffa, whoa; 
k^Ml had been cut off in order te deprive htin 
ef the throne, was brought fr»m. the ^^ q . 
■sountain Wechn^, Mid proclaimed king j^g^'^ ^ 
of Abyssinia. Some of the people ob- 
jected to lus electi6n, on account of that di(-, 
4uali6cation i to which Michael i-epUed, '* What 
3D2 
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Um Hie kteff tD do wMi hti hands i -Am ym^ 
i6«id that ho dwll not be aiM to nddls bm 
MNle, Mr tud hM baggage ? Ncrar lear that j 
wiMtn be Uboora under a difficiittr of that n^ 
fare, he need oo^ Mad tar me, and I wiU hehf 

Hamie* vaa idiove tcventf f eara of ^e, had 
a fecUe bodjrv awl having bed no comerHlian 
but with mankt and priest*, hia nnd was •cjatJIlf- 
debiBtaUd. He couU not be persuaded to t«ke 
taf sbai* b the g t w emia an t j but «pcM Ms- 
whole time in p»]ma and pnlaut He manfnd 
the gnnd-^langhter of Michael, who, boweteiy' 
mm mercif a wife and a queen in iunne and 
Maa. Low and anfattian went tcmptatioiM ttf 
which the king was an entire stranger, and could 
Mt antmalB hia to - tifte tfac fidd> Tlte t«s 
triad every posdite method of onrcoming He- 
nloctansc, and e^Mlting hift'6ai«< AIL was in 
Wn : Hannea wept, hid Jiimsel^ tamed toMk, 
ani vequested to be sent back to Wecbn<^ btit 
abolihitely refused to march with - the - army. 
BQcbald, Mm knew the danger-of kaving ■ 
king beUad hun, whilst he took the fleM in per>J 
MD, and finding Hannea siil) inexorable, ofdcmt 
Mtnto be pMSoncd ; and by this fncnns, in leaS 
(hw sb months, the raa became ^e deliberate 
flwatdceer of two monarclis. 
^ p Tecla Haimanoot the second, soc 
. j'^ «eeded bis father Hoium in the kingdom. 
He was aprlnce of n-giaceiiil figtire, and 
the most poHtc mannne « and hia enderstandtngr 
and pr«dence fiu* exceeded his yeara^ His 

* Whut occasioned the ridicule in thia ^ieech wu, that , 
tu Michael was not onl/ older fbaa the kme, but so bag 
ihstbc'wiidiiotMad. ' 



u,o,i,-f-n,Co0^^lc 



tetapep %n nid w be mMnOf irum- and 
pMBJaMnte, but be had wo nwob aabdoed tti tkM 
an.tBAaDoe of it scared^ «▼«■ appenivd. H«. 
iM^ entered into the viewsaf the ras, md 
m* IB frwHTd to narch against Fanl, the IM' 
goremor of Dunot, m his father had been 
a«ene to that tneaMirei M«nf of the Caltu^ 
whom Fasil corananded, hari>V seen th* 
dettnieticM iHiicb buHets bad mide amoogst 
their conntrjrraen in a larmtf engagement, be^ 
cane eKtmndr afraUof (bem.' It hajq^ned 
tlHM( parsuiaK AetroofM. erf Michael across a 
hRmk, one of tbsir principal men was kilted bf 
a shot, and fell dead amapg his hone^ feek 
This was no sooner perceived, thut the con^ 
fusion and Bight of the ddha innnediatelf 
fi^wedi and Micfaael gained a great victorff 
vith Hts loas of a ver^ inconsiderable nomber 
of mea. Woodshcka, an officer of Fanl, was 
tjikeo priaoMer, and being broi^t to the ns, he 
was oidcred to be flajed alive, and hii akin to 
be atuffed ^h straw. 

Fasil afterwards snared sevend dofeata, and 
it was eqiecled U>at be wodd soon hwie been 
coaapelled to sur r en d w himself and hts ttoopv'' 
prisoners. tO' MfcbaeU Gusho and Powusam 
baring taken the cominand d a consideraUe- 
body of ibrcea, swore to the ras thu Xttef wottU 
ne*cr return without the head of F^ul, but de> 
camped the next morning with very diSercnt 
thoughts and intentions. They entered inu a 
oenspracr agatost Michael, which thejr bad fi>r 
some time meditated ; dnd resotred to make 
peace with Fasil, and cwitract a solemn league* 
tbat the7 should have but one cause, one council, 
ahd one interest, dll they had deprived the ras 
of his life and Agnitf. After Tfiriwa tunu of 
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fcitune, KKchael ^m, at length, obliged to ^e> 
reftlge in Gondar, vhich was beiieged by the 
enemy and taken. The king, vho had stiU ac> 
comparaed the ras, continued to take a nominal 
flhare in the goveminent, no party being dis- 
contented with him ; on the contrary, each of 
the rebel chiefs waited on lum separately, and 
■cknovledged him as his sovereign. 
• The unfbitunate Michael was intent^ted' 
very severely reapecting the ciuelty and treacJiery 
of his former conduct ; ^d was soon after 
carried priswier to B^emder. He Vas the most 
able and experienced general that ever appeared 
in Abyssinia. We subjoin the character of this 
wonderful rasa, as given by Mr. Brace, who" 
■ Was an eye witocss of many of the transactiwis 
which happened in tliat country during this 
period. " The old man was sitting on a sofiii 
with hifl white hair dressed in short curls. 'He 
appeared to be thoug^UuI, but not displeased ; 
his &ce was lew, his eyea quick and vivid, but 
sore from the exposure of the weather. He 
teemed to be 'about six feet in height, though'" 
his lameness rendered it difiicntt to guess with' 
any degree of accuracy or precision. His air 
was perfectly free from constraint, and what the 
French cidl degagie.^ His capacity and under< 
itan^og appeared in hiscoontenance. Hespoke 
little ; but every look conveyed a sentiment, and 
Ik had no occasion for aoy other laogu^e*." 

Knee, the period .of Mr. Bruce's travels, no 
European has ftvoured us with any important 
informntion respecting Abyssinia, and on tbat-- 
Bccount our history of this country must clos» 
with the memoirs he has recorded. 

; TfaT«li te diKWcr tbf Soiim of tk« I'i'^; 
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XSagdatnt a^actat to Aiyamaa. 

BEFORE we oontfaeaoe the (iesciBplioD and 
bis(ei7 of these parts, it vaarf not'bc iro< 
pCftper or uonecewat? U> obserre, thxt scvend 
Uofidonu -«a tfae confines of AlqrtMini Mknf 
^W ooutt oF tlie Red Sea, are |daoed xm itnt 
mtftt -iMit coDceisine which j$eagnpbera h«v« 
totd 4tt liUie or noUting heii^es tbcir iwnus 
And tcIatiTe ^idiaUsn. When tboe peoide bis 
embarrassed with any Tacancy>. oocaaaned bf 
tbe enors ta aegligencc cf fniTellettt, the^ fill 
' Mf> the TOMJ w'ub [HVTinceB of their own ctvatieBt 
vhich they CKCt into, statu aod lniq{doii»> 
The}' xaiee inouiKaina> plant ibresta, dif; oat 
bade ibr rirers, scatter buta or tents tlnvii;sh thn 
pUiB, and. people, the cities and couBtiy with in<i 
babiUnta. After them comes the histariaii, vAio 
inlaroaa ua of tbe noanoeA, ctiatoias. Mid re- 
ligitHi fif those iiaiioBs ; but who also addii and 
adds with iinith, that these thiaga are Tcrjr litUa 
knitwB. 

SECTION L 

Aif and OamcaJi. 

THE aoMfl kingdom of Bali wn fimnerif 
svbject and tritmtuy to Abyssinia, but has since 
inalted and BawntainBd ita iad^endence< Jf: 
«■* bcse that Nur, king of Zeila, Mtacked and 
' dtftated Cbudi V, tbe Abjriaiaian nuuupcfaj vtu 
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mi thereby deprived of his crown snd hit lifei 
In Bali are neither tovns nor cidcij wid onlf s 
few viUa^s Bcattered through an extensive and 
uncultivated territory, which is inhabited by the 
cruel and barbarous Gallas, of whom those that 
live in the vidnity of the sea have embraced 
Mahometanism, and wbaist more by trade than 
plunder* The prince of thia kingdom is rich 
•nd powerful, and obliges the bashaw of Suakemt 
which lies opposite to hit dominions, to bIIov 
him one half of the customs of that iiland. 
Bali abonndi wkfa gold and silver. The river 
Uawash crossing these territoriei, continues its 
course eastward, aod loses itself in the sondy- 
deserta of Adel. 

The Idngdom of Dancali is bounded on th«' 
east by Adel and the myrrh country, and on the 
north by the Ited Sea. It ia a low and sandy dis*' 
tricC, of small extent, and neither well culti- 
vated nor inhabited. The lung is a Mahometan, 
but always ia strict aUiance and friendship with' 
the- Ahyssinian mouarcb, to whom he-is tributaiy> 
The inhabitants are btack> It has no port, ex- 
cepting the Bay' of Bilur, which is in latitude 
13 d^rees 3 minutes. When the iRdian trade 
flourished, the revenue of the king of Dancali 
principally arose from furnishing camels £>r 
transpor^ng merchandize to the several parta of 
Africa. Their commerce ii now conRned to tlw 
carriage of bricks of solid or fossil salt* which 
fo dug from pits In their own country, and passes 
in Abyssinia instead of silver currency. ~ A&tt 
carrying them from the BeaH:oaat throu^ thedr}*' 
and bumii^ deserts, at the risk of being murdered 
by the GallaS) they deliver them at the nearest 
BUrketiD tliehi|hlaoi}Stfor«iiu}d?ateaBd-rM« 
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•eo&Ue profit There Are onljr.tito small rivers of' 
fr«sb vftifii in the wbote kingdom ; and these are 

, opt visible above ground in the l)ot and dry se»-' 
^ons. During the periodical »ins, they are m^ch 

' swollen by the water which &lls down the udM 
<>i the mountains and the hi^ lands of Abys-' 

' unia, and then run with a current into the sea. 
The water of the wells is brackish and unwhole- 
amne,. and never iised except in absolute ne- 
SPUityi and. sometimes they- are obliged to 
leave the country, in quest of water for them- , 
^ve% and paMmv for their. mueraUe goats and' 
•beep. The inhabitants are idle and indtgent« 
and distrustful , of all Europeans, but eapeciallf 
of the Portuguese. 

SECTION II. 

THIS country m bounded on the north by 
the gulph of B^>clmandel; on the east by th& 
Indian oceui; on the south by Zangueborj and- 
oo the west by Abyeshua and regtons untuiown ; 
itexBends from the 12th degree of north latitude 
to^the equator* The situation sufficiently indi- 
cates that the climate u excessively hot ; and in 
many places the country is a barren and sandy 
desert, especially on the east, where it pro- 
duces neither corn nor fruits, and only wild ani- 
mals; But in the'northemi«rts the Wilis fertile, 
atd the people are^ numerous and commercial! 
Along this part of the coast, the inhabitants are 
nnrtly idiite, wiA < long black hur, but assume 
0.. more tawny iq^aianc^ towards the south. 
33be BediNii& Ante ccnstitute tiie mnt numerouT 
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llidf oAmAms; te than mvaf-negttmt vhV 
Uwi isd inleiiBUT]' witlk tfacnit «sd are Kcbov* 
cd a Miy bni« tnd wufilae race. Tfacae hUUn- 
Oinr oa: % oonBidonbla tnffick widi tbe fumtif 
vU^ MBtiMk af gold, tlfti«s, horaca, uxl ivorrr 
tiMtthcr bring Arnn-Al^ssHi^ whiter riiaT'Te* 
pur for (h0-nlK a£ triuBdon 
- Bcitte Mahnmrtiiro cs Bedouinii, tbtf ara os 
law hoiiil« to. EiuafMUn dun to dw .Mqiab 
■imMw, wd cwcAill^ g«anl tiiv cMtaoce into' 
UuitoNn^, lot famjMn afaould be colMiB' 
to deiBOd-UMtoiiifare: muu thcie incu^wt* Mtd' 
depvdUiDni. 

This tnot ii. dinded. into- wmtl extensive 
kingdoms ; th« nw»t ccmuderaUe of whicll-aTe-' 
Adel) Magadoxa, and BraTS* 

. SECTION lit 

JldeL 

THE kingdom of Adel is bowidad on tte' 
qwth Iqr the sU«HS'OfB^>elraaiKkl.'IU greatest 
extent &«n east to iwet iq sotvosed to' b« f»)» 

' hundred aiul Bucty leaguesi awl it» least-fiom. 
Qonh ta HKith about sennt)!* It coobuna so*' 
isnJ cities, the praicipa] of wbiob ancZoUa and; 
BarboKu Tiie, moat . coniadssahto time otttbn 

NCMtem coast i» Ammt wUqbabWMla mtb fgn^- 
vUiona and other reficohmeaif £». mariutBr faMi 
l^u OQ haven. Cape ft awda fi ii. ismippaaeil to* 
be the AaaaaH^t^ Ptaimtf^. and tica ofifmiUiW 
the idaad of Zocotra. - 

Zeila-iasitualed in a apacMiaihaf to.tte aoufat* 
cfwt a£ the. nMUh of the. atraiawrfBabtlaMadel^. 
ii( 1 1 drginas Ift iBMUrtea.<ifcBartifclrtiirri% aad 
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44diff««> 35^liAiut«» ofMotMB hi h s i lB*!. fim» 
l^ndoo. . It -ig M[qMM«(l lo b» tlw A*vkA lof 
^uletof, iwd rtWDs .eotaethiii^ «f its jUBM Wit 
.giWidaur. It l» a nguUr «nid po^lous filaot, 
^iwl.^tu'nesaaalucniiw trade, rtbeiuvm bawp 
41WciouB -and cpinntodwus. The :in»rchK)dmi 
■which is urrieil into the A^Baaiiaot empire, Boit 
«l»o that viiicti is Ganeuaaad in Ike Jung<}wii t£ 
',Ade\, piiwea through thialovD, the iSTMiuea-iaf 
-jKhich itfc GOBMdardUc Tte«oil an the b^|^ 
.boi(rb(Md gf Zcihi.is Kunly^knd bwran, and riHhP 
in^ wwcr jft letabad fnoai.B idistmce.'Vf t«» 
miles. 

''Atfbont Btu>4K«t' the boUom of a bay, en an 
jrianii of tlHsanae naatci md has always-been 
itbc commefcial ninJ of Zola, .aad ia mtich fir^ 
-liuented bj mfn^utnta. This place was plundcD* 
•ed uid hui'Ot by tb« Portu^utMi fleet, who e^pcd- 
fCd to flod coDnderable BpQdl,.but were diaamraioU 
Mi' The island isfertilet.jiad.firoducaH plenty of 
fCOrOT fmtts, itftd cKtle, a gnat part of which is 
.oatportad krto other countries. 

Tfae.pnindpaltntdeiof Add coousts of gcdd- 
(4astr d^ifaants' teeth. frackinoeaBe, and negroes t 
inbich bein ; carried totfae port.of Zeiia. are hais 
Aered forcouo^rckitbi'nlki Iweo^ <i»d>ariou»pei* 
■onal decorations. 

Tibe Adfilites<aK>8toat«nd wariike,.and fight 
,«itfa WonderfiU inttcftdity againtf tbt Abf a»- 
tniaaii'Bti-'rTTll i" ti^'-^tiiT T^nhrir nligitm, las in 
ihopmof-pluiider ; 4fae lbmMp>bdiig:alFHahoino- 
.UBSiandtfieJatte»pii>fiDitdr4Kii' tnferiora in vfl> 
;laur.uu] disci[riiDei and forcerarat centuries the 
ijAbfMsiiiiui.iNOOMelis baduD dther enemwa ■> 
^owerfitl wdinMttnte. >Thu.whickmcntBlars»- 
«diaiKl. tested lhc.>Adciile prinoei and-thdral* 
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fm, wm' the nitiinisMon of the AbfUidiito 
church to the see of Rome, which they featvC 
VouM enga^ all EuropeHi powers to attempt the 
mbrerKon of MahomctmiBm and heathenish sa^ 
perstitton, and the reduction of their doininiotw 
onder ^e Etliiopick yoke. Measures were 
therefore taken so cflccttiBlI}', that if the alhancfe 
between Ute Abyiaiuan monarch and tiM Euro^ 
peen powers had continued, and these last had 
sent a gicat reinlbrcementof men and armo, the^ 
would have found il difiicuh to land on M>y paft 
rf dw coaa^ and whaHy i oapracticable to puM^ate 
kito the empireiof At^sMniaw ■> 

■ -Tb]a kingdom was fiMinded by otie oT^Sid 
prinoea of tbe imperial -htnlly of Abyssima, whoi 
baving escaped from the rocky prison in which 
tbeae unfononate penons were conSned, tooie 
refoge in the pnTince of Ad«l, and besought 
the protection of the king of Zeila, who, on bio 
eonversion to - Mahoroetanism, gave him his 
daughter in. narriaee* After tfae death of KM 
fitther-in-law, he united both into one kingdoTit. 
Being an apostate, snd peraecuted, he had two 
inoiires for enteztaining a rao^tal hatred to hi* 
former countrymen ; and his hauvd tnmsmitted 
to his descendants, is the more fbimididde as ft is 
advantageous to them. 

' We have ahcady had occasion to tneationBOtnc 
of the actions of tfae kings of Adel. Orsnh^ 
one of the pmicesof this kingdom, who inherited 
-the most irreconcilable aversion towards aO 
Christians, and especially towards the Portu- 
guese, was -the most formidable enemy they had 
to encounter, after landing in these parts. Being; 
uppmed of the approach of their fieet, he made 
the necessary preparationa for attacking thenijoa 
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their Mmtl; Actar^n^y, sixty of tbcir com- 
panjr having left the Sect, and gained the shore 
in a boKt) landed in a creek near the port of 
ZciUt where thcf vcre read; to pcrish'with heal 
•nd droiighb. One of the kinf^'s comiaandan 
promised, that tf tbey would deliver np their 
trmS) hi would aupi^f them with victiudi and 
every other necessary. Their- condition beiogf 
desperate, they hesitated not to accept the pro* 
posal; which they had,noMoi>er done, thantbejp 
frere iHunediatcly pgttodeath. . 
, The I|ortugiieae. commsnder ordend hia m^ 
^ers to go on boatd some ti^ Tcsacb which' 
twkmged to tl^ fl«at) with all poiHble secrecy 
ud, d)sp>b;b, tuid at (he he«d of six hundred 
•nnsd men went <mi sfaoro during the night, tud 
seised tlMvarenues by wbiob (be enemy nui^rt 
«nd«wour to make thisr csoipe. The babuo* 
IgMh 'fiwrcbed. directly agaiostthe Pottuguesef 
by wbom be was abot s and a Mmber td Turks 
frho caoM » his aSMSlanee were immediatdy cut 
topiecst. Thsdisceni&tedkingnaBoAnerreco. 
yercd fron bis pewck, tbaa he collected all hiS 
«wn becef, and those of hrs aliiu, and resolved 
io obstruct the passage of tiie Portuguese army 
through his dsmitiioDs^ But whilst the»e pre- 
pum^oDB were making to impede the progress of 
tjlie enciBy» , they had. reached the borders of 
AbysMoia, and were met by the queen, who 
csrae to escort and accompany them on their 
qiarch- Gnnhai bowevcr^ sent to infotm them, 
that tjbe terrileiy tlHough which they bad passed 

* "Thu country TODod by Ci^MCusrdafui, »ndioatli 
i^wsnls Sof^i 'ilong the Indian ocean, was long ^- 
v«nied br tm officer called bahsmigaih, -which unties 
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bekraged le bim ;. thar, if the; would catwttl-tot 
enlitt in his lervice, the^ shsuld be receiTed i«i 
frwoda and aUiei ; but if ihef refused his offer^ 
kc commanded them immcdiautl}'' to depart hiv 
dominioiH, otherwiBe they woiitd be cofuidemf 
H invaders, and put va dextji. 

This hanghty menage pnwked an answer of 
tbe Portuguese omnnander, wbieh expresaed tf 
unttempt of tfae king of Adeli and a derisitn of 
Ma offen aid' threUa. An etigsf sment tfaerc^ 
fore ensued, in whidi berths udos fos^^ ^^^ 
gntit biwrcry, and bMb generals warn woundedr 
This ineideBt pRwed bvouratde (e tbe Portoy 
giMsD, wtan Ac Moorish anny gKatfy oM* 
amAberedi wi) had sarnunded on alT ridca. Thv 
fcU of thcdr generd, and the necessity of his- iv 
tiring to a neighbouring' hill, whei« hia wtwmf 
nigtA be dressed, disconcerted the Adriites mt 
nnch, tbtte they &ced about, and rcHeated t9 
their commander. 

Gruiha was no sooner recovered of his weun^' 
tkan he marched to attack the PorWguese witfr 
|t)e flower of hu horse and foot, which^ amounted 
So twice their former number. The onset nav 
fctioas and dread&il on both aides; but tbe fire- 
«f the enemy's artiUttry did soch execution, thab 
ttkc Moorish troops be^n to retire; and tb« 
PerUiguese fa»ing sttewed the growid with » 
^uantit^ of gunpowder, they wen greatly an-: 
iwyed ui their retreat. A gKM. niunber of th«- 
Moors had their legs and feet Cerrildy scerehetf 
and burnt ; and being wlioUji ignorant oF thv 
cause) they ascribed this dire effect to the agency' 
df some infema) power, which condibuted to, 
complete their confusion and min. Tbe field o( 
battle was covered with tbe-dead ud Uied^iiig». 
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•nd, at length, both the Moorish horse arid foot 
gare way ; and Gmnha retreated to a neigh- 
bouring hill, and left the enemy once more in 
posMtsion of'victory. 

Granha having loat a gr^at number of men 
and horses in this defeat, applied to the grand 
Beignor for a reinforcement of both, and, the 
more efTectualty to accomplish his purpose, he 
•ent a considerable quantity' of gold to the Porte, 
«)d to Zebid the bashaw, who then commanded - 
in the neighbouring government. In the mean 
.time, he remained on the hill, with the broken 
remains of his army ; whilst the Portuguese, in 
order to avoid a surprise, g^ned with mucb 
^llkulty the summit of a high and rocky mouii' 
tun, where they fortified their camp. 

No sooner had the king of Adel received the 
rdn&rcements from Zebid, which consisted of 
rix hundred Turks, two hundred horsemen, and 
ten pieces of cannon, than he resolved to attack 
the cnetny's intranchmenti ; whilst, on the othee 
band, a proposal was made in a council of tha 
^rtuguese troops, and approved by ^much the 
greater majority, to surprise the Moorish camp 
during the night, as the only expedient left far 
escaping out of their territories. The Portu- 
guese commander, however, would not accede. 
to the proposal, and this rebisal occasioned the 
total defeat of his troops, and the loss of his 
own life. 

The Abyasiniaa monarch having soon aftee 
joined the few Portuguese that escaped, was re* 
solved to attempt the recovery of some of ths 
provinces which had been conquered by Granha. 
The king of Adel, on his part, made every pro* 
per and oeceBsaiT preparation for' a vigorou 
3E3 
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•ppoAkion, KDd wu eneamped m s spfttJoA 
plwn, with a high utd tteq) mountRin bctvees 
Mm and the Abjruinian sinny. He did not, 
however, guKrd the passes, bat confided in a 
■Ixatagem, which he expected would have ac- 
complished the utter ruin oF the enemy. Th* 
Portuguese and AbfsMiians having with muck 
difficulty g;ained the- BUtnmit of the mountaitk, 
percetred it abandoned with precipitstian by 
die iohabitants, who had tefi a quantity of wine 
and proviaiona, which they found to be poisonetfc 
The sti-atagem wa» toon detected, and the provi'> 
Bona were destroyed. During the night the;f eR> 
camped on the unniait, and tbe next day had a 
inll view of the Moorish army, which advanced 
to the foot of tbe mountain, and insolted the«i 
with curses and menaces. 

These threats intimidated the young ptinci 
ftnd his unwarlike followers, who would gkdiy 
have avoided an engagement, had they not been 
fibfiged to Callow tbe Portuguese in their de~ 
scent, lest they should be deprived of tibese auxi* 
liarics. Gnnlia perceiving their approach, t^ 
peaivd at the head of his troops, mounted on a 
stately horse, with a Turt on each side. Th« 
^rtuguese, who led the vanj'HiSered him to 
advance sofficiently near, when he'waa imme- 
itiately shot dead, fa the terror and surpriK of 
his force*; and the next discharge made auch 
havock and destruction, that the whole Moorish 
mrmy was thrown into the OimoBt confiHion, and 
quickly abat»loned the -field of battle and ths 
camp to the victors. After this successful ac< 
tion, the Abyssinian monarch was easily inchiced 
to pursue his good fortune, and by the asaiafr 
Uw of hit £Br<:^>ca& Mixiliarie«) he ndtKcd m» 
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4er lus aulijeciioii mcnl other Tahi^le pi«T«c«j 
Wfeich GEaafaft hadwreMed from bim. 

Whilst he was thus succestfbU)' employed, A 
Beasage was brought tarn from the oewly elected 
Ung of Adel, adraing hira not to be toe nouck 
riated with his . victory, since he would find tia 
auccesaor able aad ready to rrrenge the death of 
thelatQ monarcli. Thia waa no aoonep mad* 
known to the king of Abysainia, than he march* 
ed bia troops with the greatcat secrecy and dia- 
patch, and attacking the enemy before they ck- 
liectcd bia appraech, a furious and obitinaie en- 
gagement eiuued, in which tbo Moorish army 
was de&ated and put to Sight, and the Adelite 
aoonarch loet his li&. Of other kings of Ade^ 
history baa recorded nothiag; worthy oiE notice* - 

SECTiow rr. 

Magadoxa md Bnmta. 

THE next considerabi^ kingdom in the dis- 
trict of Ajan is Magadoxai which lies contigoous 
to Adel, and extends to the coaM of Zangtiebatv 
The capital of this kingdom obtains the same 
name, and is utuaMd at the bead of a large bey, 
formed by the ntouth of a river, which bus an 
annual inundation similar to that of the Nile. 
This river fettiliaea the soili which produces great 
quantities of wheat, badey, and a variety of 
fruits ; and the country abcwids with oxen, hor- 
ses, fibeep, and other animals. 

The city of Magadoxa is a place of great com- 
-ineroe, being much reaorbed to from the coun- 
tries of Ar^ia, India, and many other parts ; 
.fimo-whvBCCthencrcbBatS'impeft fiotcon, ailkt 
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itd^ and drags, frhlch they excbanBie vi(h tb« 
natives for ^Id, ivorjr, voXj and other produo 
tiods of th«r country. 

, This kingdom is chiefly. inhabited by Maho- 
metans, who came and settled here during the 
reign of the caliphs. There are, howevev, a great 
number of Bedouin Arabs, who believe in hea- 
thenish superstitions. The king and his court 
profess Mahometanism. The inhabitants vary 
m their compdexions, Front white to deep black, 
but they all speak the.ArRbiefc tongue. They are 
stout and warlike, and make uSe of poisoned ar- 
rows aitd latKe*< .^ 

On the southern extremity of Magadoxa is the 
republick of Brara, which, for any thing we 
know to the contrary, is an unique on this con- 
tinent. It Wfts founded b^ seven Arabian bro- 
thers, who fled thither to avoid the tyranny of 
Lacah, a petty sovereign of Arabia Felix ; and 
is a most delightful uid convenient situation, - 
being a narrow country, confined on each side 
by a river, or ntiier by two bnmches of fht safne 
stream. 

This repubUck is of very inconsiderable extent, 
and its chief dependence is on its capital, which 
is situated at the mouth of a river, about one de- 
gree to the north of the equator. This city is 
brge and populous, the inhabitants of which 
are chiefly merchants, the descendants of the 
Arabs, who carry on a lucrative and extensive 
trade ID gold, silver, silk, cotton, etejdiant's 
teeth, drags, and gums. The houses are lai^ 
and elegant, and the place is strong and well 
fortified, and is (me of the most celebrated and 
frequented marts on the whole coast. Both the - 
city and rt^nibUck are gorcmed by tvdve man 
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. iteitai fiom th& [uincipal &ndiu of 
t foMiulera, to wbois the dIsp&Hatioa of Jus- 
tice and the management of publick itjfun ara> 
vhaUji ooRinuUed. The mdres are chitSy Ma* 
koinMan% but niukr the protection oC the Portu- 
gnen gDvemment:, ta vbKh.tbuf fay %-HDaU aa* 
Mal(tabuttt> 



7%e.Hig(lomiim4Slatamt/ie.Caiut<^Zattgue6ar, 

*T^tS- CAMt iti mBed Zngoebsr^ flmn ni 
X Arabick wsfd- Hgni^daj; Uo^; ao that h^ 
iniwRKae CbotgftAeJVI^Toet; tbe inhabitant 
IB ^enenl hanng; dark coniplexioi»> and their 
Imxv Giidtd atul woMy. It ocenpie^a large e:^ 
Mnt of dM eaatem coast of AlKca, reaching- 
from- the equatot' t» twenty-three degreei of 
Muth latitude, and from thirty-fbui* to forty de«' 
giMft o£ aaat. loHgitod* from London. It iv 
bgundod on ibc north br Ajan, en the east bj 
tbe Indian Ocean, on the Mitth by the counti^ 
•if tbc HettcntQls, and <m the west by parts ub> 
kaown-i and b divided into several Ungdoma 
and state% wtiose names are Melinda, Mombasa, 
<^uik>a» Mosambique, Sefbia, Monomotapa, Mo- 
mtmigit andCaffroria i. reoal at which are tribu- 
Ou/y te the Portugoeso) though governed by-maoy 
black princes. 

This tract of country would be intolerably hot 
and barren, did not the anDual rains and refresh- 
JDg broMW ftom the mb« with the iHtmefODa ri- , 
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Ten that interaect it, serre to cool tlte tiir,^at 

ftrtillze the soil. Vasco de Gama, a. PortHgueW' 
«dintra]| first discovered thecoastof Zanguebv. 
He had beea appointed to the command of a 
Sect intended to attempt the discoYerr of the 
East IndieS) aiul falling in with thia countiyi 
was favourably received by the sovereign of 
Mclinda, vhose lungdom we stnU firat coo- 
rider. 

SECTION. I 

MELINBA, according to the moat gownl 
get^raphical divisions of the edrth, comtnencea 
at the equator, and extends to. the river Quil*; 
manci, between the third fuid fcmrth degoeesof 
■outh latitude. The coast for the most pait ta 
don^rous and difficult of acceas, being full of 
rocks and shelves; and the sea tempestuous al' 
certain seasons of the year. The countrft how- 
ever, in genera), is rich and fertile, and proa 
duces EJmoBt every pccessarp of Ufci ex«I* 
wheat and rice, which are imported from Dtber 
parts. It likewise abounds with a great variety 
of fi^t-trees, roots, and plants. The mdow 
arc exquisite; and the citron-treca are in aueb 
profusion) that their odoriferous sweets give a. 
perpetual fn^rance to the air. There is aixa 
great plenty of venison, game, oxen, and sheep.. 

The city of Melindaij pleasantly situated on 
a beautiful plain, surrounded by gardens and 
orchards, full of the most delicious fruit-lrees, 
especially citrons and oranges. The houses ars, 
made ot.aKpe, witi) flat ")t^,. most af tbgD. 
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tuf^ and awdt't and some truly superi) in their 
external appearancei and altof them richly fur^ 
nhbed; the inhabitants being cliiefly opulent 
Merchants, who cany on B considerable trade in 
gold, copper, quicksilver, iTory, and drugs. The 
Kreatest inconvenience attending this capital, ,is 
OK distance . of the anchorage, on account of 
the rocks and ahelres, which render the acces^ 
lUfficiilt and dangerous. , 

The inhaUtanis are an assemblage of people 
of various com;rie«ions, black, swarthy, tawny, 
or. white. The women are chiefly of an olive 
l»lour> Their dresi remai'kabiy elegant and. 
pleasing, and consists of fine silk robcsi-iatte^ed 
rimnd them with rich gold or silver girdles i, 
they have also veils wMch cover their head^' 
and g<dd cotttn abont their necks. The men, 
iwva a Und (^ turban, wrought with silk anil 
^d I some are covered from the waist down- 
wards with silk and cottbn stulfs, and have their 
legs and'feet entirely bare. Others wear shoit^ 
.catico-cloaksi with' swords and daggers hand- 
flSaiely ornamented. Every one is accoutred 
with a shield and weapons, which consist of a 
ixtw and arrows, scimitar, and javelin i in the 
use of v^ich they are very expert, being esteemed 
onung the mostvaliant and intrepid people on 
the African coast. The inhabitants of Melinda 
are said to be courteous and obliging ; free from 
fhLsd and dissimulation ; sociable among them- 
selvcst and friendW to strangers. 

Their religion is variously described by au- 
thors, some representing it as Mahometanism, . 
and cithers as Paganism ; and it appears there 
ate pc<>(4c of both persuasions. The Bcdouina 
aiii B u pc nwh ioai and i^iorafit race of idolaters ; 
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■ind die'B^roet are Mahomctim, tac^n^ 
«ome parts nf the Kom), being a aect not utt> 
like Aat of the Sxdtlscees unang the itwu 
Ever lince the tmral of the Portogune in thli 
countTT, -dKre hm t>eea & niimbcr <^ Roomii 
CadMHckB) vtio hare erected aewMnn cborchw 
tir ^dnpeb in tin caipitml i but they oantMt 
themsdves with the fipee exercise «f"tkcir rai^ 
gion without compelling the -nMJTes to bacwae 
ftraadytn. 

The gavermnetit^ matnreluoalr and die Ung 
is hehi in neh Teneration Mid ealeetn bf hit 
tlibjeca,'t^i: whetnsver he Min nut of iiis {idaact 
Ik is curied -<nth great pomp in <a sort of seda^ 
on ttic afatndders of aomc cT the principal ' skb 
jof the kingdom. As he [Msses throi^h the 
■treets, incense and other perfinnes <sit: tunwd 
before him'hy a numherof kdies, wbo wdaeoK 
Jiim with BORgis of praise, accompuMed 'mA 
•sere rsl kinds of nMlaiGa^inBtra^]eBtB• Whenbe 
vets out on any particular .ffitpedttion, and oa 
•Other pubhck occasions, be'appcars"nioiinted tm. 
a stMteif Imrse, «rith a numerofts retinue, at- 
tended by-a gjeat tnultknde-of bis'subjects, who 
vend the airmth tbeir accjannatioHs. The priests 
<«nd Bootlisayers then sacrifice a deer, oVer wbiidi 
the king leaps hh) horse thrice ; which beihgp«*- 
ftrmed, they-pretbnd, hxim the inspection of- ks 
entrails, to pngnosticate ihc'sucocsa of the imn 
dertidung or event; and abwdd tiK Btouarch 
disregard these predictionsihe-woidd runtbc 
.greatest hliwdof losing tfaeeateefn and«ee|tect 
«f his subjects : this, however, seldom bappeiM i 
-end it aeems more than ^robaUe thab tbaae 
;fmqp)oBticBtions «re pnYRtclyadggested-byltae 
'^ing ^Usoaelf, te^anuwe the pe^pla, MHLabMua, 



-n, Google 



ttw-a9P*in)M«^* nlieletix sutttiait for vfakt* 
erer meastwet be nu^ think prober to adopt and 



The kmgB ef Me)i»d«i gQneraUr merit di« 
fonfidcHiic, loyalty, >nd aitection of their people, 
bf thcr covBtaM application to publiclt aflairs ; 
tbair vigUance over their ministcn, governors, 
and oUier nnagistnUesi their aasiduity and at- 
ScBtion in hearing and Feceiving the complaints 
of their injured subjects ; their impartial admi* 
niAratioB irf justice ;^ and their. screrity to per* 
wns of every description, who endeavour to rais- 
^ad them bj fraud or artifice. 
,. When any complaint is pfesented to the kin^ 
^ba plaintiff is detained till the defendant, who 
tB immediately summnn«d to appear, has heard 
bi» acciuation aad made bis defence ; and, the 
^tatter being inveatigated with the- greatest aU 
|«ntWB and patience, sentence is always awatxied 
without the leaat respect or partiality. The 
complainant must be provided with suilicieiit 
avideEtce for aubitaBtiaung the facts alleged, 
otherwise he is immediately condemned [□ diei 
but, if the accusation be fully proved, the of- 
fimdcr is either directed to make restitution, or 
ta aufier swne adequate corporal punishraen^ 
MCor£ng to the nature of his offence. Where 
ihe aggKUor is a perooa of i-anb and conse- 
^icncc, the bastinado is generally milicted by 
. the king iiimcelf ; aflcr which the ofTender is 
a^ain uwally received into fitvour, and the mo- 
naicb ditmuEWS him before the whole court with 
A eharge to be more uruimtpe^ in his conduct 
ibr the fiiture, or more in^Htrtial: in the ad^ 
•Oriatatntion of juu^e. These princes, thouKk 
Vol. XIH. 3 F 
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fanaeAfiil treated by the Portuguese, lire at pre- 
teni with them wi Tery Herdly terms. 

The isle and kiti^am oFI^te. on this coast, 
receive their densni in ation from the capital, which 
is situated about one degree of south latitude, At 
the mouth of a comm^ious bay, called by the 
Portuguese Bay a Formosa. This city is large 
and populous, has a convenient harbour, and car- 
ries on a connderable trade ntth the neighbour- 
ihg slates that surroondit. The king of Pate is 
B Mahometan, and most of his subjects profe^ 
the same religion. This prince is tribntaty to 
the Portuguese, who exercise despotrck authoVil^ 
orer the lives end property of the natives. Lamo, 
Pemba, Zuizibar, Quirimbo, Amfia, Anisa,' arid 
many other countries, some of Which are only 
five (W ux league* in circumference, merit no par- 
tic\i]ar description. Tlietr princes assume the 
title of kings, but many of them are (ributary tm 
Porti^. 

SECTION n. ' 

H^bmbtua and Quilaa, '• 

THE kingdoms of Mombasa and Qtiilos aHt 
insular. T)ie former is contiguous to Melindft, 
irom which it is separated by the river Quihnanci. 
The soil is exceedingly fruitful, and pittdUciis 
rice, millet, and a variety t>f fruit-trees. Th« 
island also abounds vith j^enty of cattle and 
poultry ; and- has many excellent springs - of 
iresh water. The climate is temperate, and the 
air h«al^y ; and the natives live to an advanced 
age) ID the cnjc^ment of [denty cotHtHncd with- 
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tete and ete^ancc Thnr bnad conaiatB of ric* 
or millet made into cakes, and mixed with tiugWi 
bcrbS) and other ingredient!, which render it 
very agreeable. Their usual betrerage is a tind 
of boer made of honey, or of some kind of fruita> 
Their oranges are of exquisite taste and Savour. 
Their cattle arc well fed i and the country abounda 

' with every neceasary of life. 

The ca|ntal was formerly oa a peninsula^ 
which has since been converted into an island. 
The houses are built .in the Italian manner, of 
Mone cemented with mortar, and' embellished 
with curious paintinga ; and the edifices are con* 
tiguoiu to ooe antHher, and have terraces, on 
which people may walk from one end of th« 
town to th« other without intemiptioB. It it 
defended by a strong citadel, into which tlie 
Portuguese retired when they found the towB ' 
po longer tenable, but from which they were 
afterwards driven by an Arabian sheick, whft 
made it the place of Ids residence. The flagr^it 
acts of oppression and injustice, of which the 
l^rti^uese were guilty, occasioned tlieir being 
expelled from this port ; since Which time, they 
are only tolerated, and live like those of other 
Batioos, whom commerce and the prc^wct of 
l^n have invited hither. 

Tha natives are an assemblage of pco[rie of 
TUious complcxicms, Uack, white, tawny, tt 
swarthy. They dress af^r the Aratuan manner ; 
and many of the men are clothed in the richest 
and most costly stufis and ulks i whilst, the wo* 
jnen are habited in gtdd and silver tissue. The 
fiimiture of their houses is no less elegsat and 

. .Yaluable, and conusts of carpels, paintings* 
hangings, and a variety of ornaments, imported 
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frb*i CkmlHqrfl, Persiat and other cotMnM. bl 
tha m«dr assemblage of Moon and Oaffivs, Mv 
bo nteUns and jPagans, it would be difficult to ^CM 
WMch were tbe pdmitire people ; but dte^ aic all 
CKlPcmely nBsJilcaiid courteous to straagera. 
, Of all the natkns which have settled in the 
inlimi part -of ihia kingflosa, the Imbh ane ifae 
most iierce, tiarbaroua, and ccuel. Tliis saragc 
people is suii]^^ «o be the progeny «f those 
caitniljBlfti.tiiat iobsUt tiie neighbourhood of <th« 
Ope of Good Hope. They li-re entirely by ra- 
pine and idundcr ; eat t^e captires that Sail mM 
their taids ; eniitnn tfadr relatioos, -irlmni tbef 
put to deat^ when tite^are^ck, in oniertbatthey 
fHfty regale en their -fleib. Their fitvourile be- 
¥trjige is huQWi blood, wliich tbey *ink out of 
-tkullsi thKserw cbemforcu{B< T()ey ffere ibie- 
VOe^ «o f>9werful in tfiis iingdom, tihst tbciir mo- 
Mi-cJis cQuId bnag bo armr of eighty thousand 
©ftheiBn iDtjidbsfieW. 

When ithity atb .^»eut to xn^tgc aa AMMfy 
Aoy iCiiMC W^ote bwds of cattle no prpqade tbem 
attfe-beadbfebtirjanlcG. These aseftdlowM 
by a Bwsfcer of lam, vho cariy fire in thdr 
bwniai aod this ^nUtun signiies, tbat.id'Wia 
tHu fmdfi pijaaners sunt expect to be lOMtMl 
and devoured. Dreadfiil, indeed, is the fete of 
lba0ewhoftll iato ^w iouidB of these )aie>ci(es% 
tanpibaiist Mid that of ibe country through 
wludh tiiey paas : eneiy nant vonuui, and dM, 
i« doeiBed (o the most shocking and inbumaQ 
ileath i and every place to plunder, fire, an4 
^90latM«u S«ch itlie tenror they OGcasiont 
IbM OB their tippvoEtch cfwy one ahanilana hik 
iMbkation and -mnceaie liiinself. Thp Mabo>. 
Boetans Jiai-e endearour^d to convert l^nan, ia 
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order that they might thus be civilized, or tocx- 
^ip«U them ; but in neither have tbejr been sut- 
ceisful : all thty h»ve be«i able to do is to expel 
them from their neighbo.urhood, and compel them 
to take relive in the inland parts of the country, 
where tliey themselves have never been able to 
penetrate, and where the ImWs occupy vast re- 
gions unmolested. They, nevertheless, stUl at 
times make their api>earance< 

These monsters worship as deities their mo- 
narchs, who assume the title of emperors of the 
whole earth, and who even brave heaven itseK 
Their impiety is such, that when incommoded 
by the rain or the sun, they arrogantly bend their 
bows, and in revenge dischai^e their arrows, ac- 
companied with impotent imprecations, «gainst 
the sun and the fimament. 
'- QuUoa received jls name from its ct^ta], 
wUch fltaadt in ah island. The kingdom is h- 
tuated on the continent over against it, and is 
about two hundred miles from north to south, 
but Its extent from east to west is unknown. It 
is divided from the island by a narrsw channel, 
and the soil of both is so nearly the same for 
produce and fertility, thM they are supposed to 
have, been formerly united. The king and his 
subjects are Mahometans ; and the complesioB 
of the people is various, some being black, anj 
AtherB tawuey. They speak the Ar^Jiick tongue, 
and also several other languages, which- they 
leam from the nations with whom they trafKck. 
Their dress is nearly similar to that bf the Inha- 
Utants of Mombasa, and greatly resembles that 
of the Arabian Turks. The women wear brace- 
lets of ivopy curiously ivrought, which, on the 
death pf a parent, husband, or near relatiofl] they 
3F3 
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jMVariE ia piecea in tokw of aonvv ; »bH«l tl« 
nWOi U) f^iress tfaeirgrieCiabaw their tMatiit^ttd 
fkbttaJH fiuiD food. Qiiitoft is Mi^liljed bf t^ 
«aine variety of natian» ; tboustls n^h the aMDC 
pi'O'iuctiaBs ; antl is cnliwAed sand pcsfiMd k? 
,the same cgnwiiiprQe. 

Ibe cApitfd is largp, popuioui, and iwdWjaiit j 
jip4 tlie houBCf fU¥ Hwde of xtoat Bioi nvwUiy 
and conBtructed it) tbe SftMUsli maoncr* On 
jiqa «ide of the t»wa » the .ciiaddl) when re- 
«de& the MahomeUo [iiiAoe t U ia adorned nith 
jKately loiters, wid wpipuoded vicb a ditcfa and 
father fonifipatJons. The covnUy, fbpngh law, 
i> fijeasant i ood bhc cJwoate is teinperaif and 
Withy. 

Th« QwjEwcJMf fiffecU f^ thti deapcttick and 
imperious sway of the forO^iuew ace mQ» vir 
^ible in QuiloBi than jn IJloiotiAMF Oo their 
W!>Wl in theqe iwts, tiwy found luags> irboac 
taaUtry i* gr^swyad, «itd JKbofta successioa i« 
Juiown. HashftD) who migJiied in Persia, li^ 
^vej) «W)« M jus ijeitth ; one of vbfivu caSsd 
}ji^, havijog ^xen boiui <^ an Ahfuiavw dare, 
Wd Ending liiiweM' despised 'hy bU twothcis, re* 
Wtved to kave that lungrdotii, and to aee^ ti^ 
foEtitot in ^ ixfigncovWry. Aocpndii^ly fa* 
fmbarked .wjith ^ome liio^ and adreniunni 
fwd ^jDterWig t,he ^y «f Quiloa, nbtaiaed leave 
^ODB ti>e Ci^rp^ (0 wttjf; and fortify iuEMelf o% 
4i»t peninau^ of which h« soqb sK«r esiHnicri 
tbe BovereigDty. 

. I;}othisg woi^f of noljiv occuired .daring the 
TejgoB of itj>li'9 siiccessora, -iHl vre come to tbo 
^riod in which the J'lortugi^se armed oa tius 
coBstf ai)d conqiiBred these kingdoms. DiadaiA- 
if>£to^)>BHt «> &HWgQers, vho, ia^«ari>gC 
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ertr emv natim* mt (p mwip Uie mttmnmer 
«f etmr MkW> fdbw: svinctM iw9fc up unni tp 
«S|iel ibe iiwwdiw Inxn «b«ir wuK' ■ Tbc Pw^ 

mfitf4»t thf itiimirti pf i.^ Bottt Wmg lt«d«^ 

iM aoqner p«iKns«4&r «M QMiwh Mutn •faasdno- 
Wg tht lowD tbey wtaeht a^ietr in SiglM. Al- 

.«llltbeir«ni<^fel)«Htbiltrl»f)«t »od iH»l4oi«ii 
iti» nerp)' and p«mk« ; ^t nuf«ig them «!»• he 
■«B«uin4 tbHs -tho^ hftd oQttwg' i» Stw frnn 

■be tbuiUid i<v tbeir jtejiiYciWfie &wh tte mtw- 
patioa of » eptjrl and peHidww tr««lil« nd ^ 
Mk nrtotatiQn ttf itbieir bbeMy tuni ind»peB«topce, 
J>r Ae kiodiuw «(^ti«g EwMwii who vw • 
;noet (Htmcrful .mi )wi|e«olaM prince, A« » 

«elFM wnkr tix protectfon uf ibe luogt lu> , 
maiKfi hfi nouM nise Maliawd Aaopn <» Ite 

AiGit» tber faul tp loBg jwd «o flfcen ti^nmaudt 
A«»r^glp« to fWitdu^ tbe taqut wjA ftr 
imMsr qdradouft )w olulsd bina kiog of QqMmi 

roun^ on bin* bowpvpr, fft fbc saflnt toMt* mi 
«BDual tnbute* »«d obligvig bm to b^viti vi 
Jail octwr Kt^MUi as n Aitb^ nvai 9f tJw 
Poctuguew nwnux^. 

But tw&m Aloaefdfi dc^wtcd frow Qyiloili 
■Mabmud Aueon, to br frwa being elated wHh 
jtis ocw i^uatioQ) topic 4n opportiiaitr of dW 
-wsiJBg hiraseil of Uie regal dignitf in jEiM>oNr 
a£».a»a a£ the deposed meurebi utd ditti m- 
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hibited the most unequivocal demonstrattonB of 
lofakr and respect for the royal ftmily- The 
good underatanding vhich Beemed to exist be- 
tween the Arabs and Portuguese was, aStear 
the departure of the adtniral, converted into 
distrust and resentment. The latter deprived the 
Quiloans of the most advantageous branches of 
their trade ; and the commerce, on that coast 
-and with the adjacent islands, was almost wholljr 
interrupted, and the natires became quite im- 
povetiahed ; whilst the Portuguese obtained im- 
mense riches by their tyranny and oppression. 
This conduct excited the indignation and ven- 
geance of the inhabitants against the king of 
-Portugal, who was obliged to withdraw his go- 
Temor and garrison from this kingdom.' ' 

From Quiloa ^Imeyda sailed to Mombasa, 
«nd having, after considerable labour and danger, 
.tuccneded in ctf>taining possession of the capita^ 
-an Arab was sent from the monarch with a flag 
•of truce i proposing that the king would become 
subject and tributary to Portugal, on condition 
■that the city shotild be exempted from plunder ; 
-and requeuing an interview with the admire], 
and that borages might be given for his safety 
and security. Almeyda seemed at first villii^ 
to agree to the prapoAal) but haughtily refused 
to send any other hostage than his gountlef. 
This being rejected, he wished to add also hie 
-helmet>- These not being considered as sufficieU 
pledges, and the king not appearing, the soldiera 
began to murmur, and demanded either to ptiunder 
.the city, or to attack the monarch in his in- 
- trenchments. The latter being considered a 
dangerous and dtfiicult enterprise, Almeyda al- 
lowed tliem the former. TJie soldiers hml do 
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moatt thlaiavA dteir pw^oeci ud liiftdcaBi 
fte 1ip«n, tfaan tfae ooviKNtiier ordered tliem ta 
•et% w fire Sn tivee idiRbrcaC pu^ which wm 
Mcordjaglf MKCHtedaDd-dwci^conauBied. It 
■rati, faomercr, t&erw«rdi rebuilt, qaioklr re- 
WMttd ki weitM fpcamtour, md n nov weC 
pMpkdk JMwnbua snd {Jaitoa Jiave been moA 
freqwRDtty ff>r(ioDiMl ifay Ahe «asae 'monai<ch, ttu* 
te^ftratcd aad -Avidttfl into txro :4iatini:t -m«&- 

SfiCTIOH UL 
IkfMvntiigue. 
. M0SAMfi^t7£ is ft WT «^1 «lftnd. ai- 
Sntod iibwi^wtt mttes.&otn tic tMntiamt, veA. k 
nst nrarc tfa«» wk anii^et ■botste IcMClth, mdmI 
tiro in bvca<]t'b< Jt i»i byweTCr, nf siagiiJat- infr 
fiDrWKV ««4 Mtib^ t«^ the PoEtugnew i« itndiac 
M tiM i^Mt iDdim ; ab4 if wmmt finaa (has 
^ Anr £uniffAe yxvei^ tker 'mwU aoxBclr 
Jk ^e-t»A0rrr'«D tbKtexteniiivefiDinnkerae; it 
twins jteost irapwiibje ito oonlinue tieir 'n>r«gs 
to tbat jcvuutrt ffilbfqtf avh s plan: ofrfl(md>- 
•leitf and otjt^ . it sist scrrcs to beep raaaf 
kM^nu ia ame, betfa Along tbe cMst aad d» - 
•c^KxM ialAHla. 'Khicb .eue either attes pr «i- 
ibiHaries ; and wcunat le. them tbe fate:, iC not 
tbc Mie rawwrOe inth fei&U Bod Mamma- 
tapa. 

The soil of the island is sandf and tipraait 
Mid 'fte refeeefcment it afiondB to tbc wafngem 
jthat atf^i ihoK, ane (i«>c\ired fraai t^ ccatiaent, 
where ihe^ a« fmaduoed in gtxst itbundanca^ 
and fron {vhence tke trailer ihat h nadc u« .of, 
is ftlao JKcpiiwdt The bay, mhich temi ^or jB 
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haven both for the islaod and cootinent, ts >«& 
and coDTcnient, and hu seldom leu thWdght 
or ten fiithoms deptb of water, which is so «le*r 
that evei? bank, rock, and shallow, may be 
easily duu:emed. The city of Moaambique is 
beautifully situated, the houses are well built, 
e^Kcially the churches and convents, and tha 
tort or castle Is about a musket-shot from the 
town. This fortress, whioh is exceeiUngly stroi^; 
and well contrived, is of a square form, eacb 
comer of which is flanked by a bulwaik witk 
Mverol pieces of artillery, which are a sufficient 
defence for the town and the harbour. 

The country abounds with vast quantities of 
cattle. It also contains rich mines of gold ; 
which is also washed down by the rivers in great 
quantities, and forms a considerable part of theit 
commerce. Ivory, ebony, slaves, and cattle, 
are likewise exchanged for European goods, as 
little belis, knives, scissors, Gcc. Razors are.ao 
much valued by them, that fifteen cows have 
been given for one. The Portuguese, of whom 
they ace much afraid, are the only Eurapeaaa 
admitted into their sea-ports, and to all othen 
they refuse access. The natives, however, are 
extremely jealous of those visitors, in whom 
they put no con6dence, but make th«r exchangea 
by means of Moorish factors. Besides the com> 
modicies already mentioned, the Portuguese ex- 
port from thence silver, copper, wax, rice, and 
other provisions. 

Moaambique ^wunds with a. great variety of 
.wild beasts, as stags, boars, and elepbants, 
which are extremely fierce and destructive. The 
woods are likevnse filled with all kinds of game, 
and patUculariy with a sort of wild poultry. aoL 
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mllke the common and tame ones in England) 
but nwch larger. The flesh of these fowls has 
sn exqutsite taste and flavour, afibixls very 
wholesome nourishment, and is frequently eaten 
raw without any inconvenience. 
■ The natives are fierce and barbarous. ' Thef 
A go naked) both men and womtn, with a 
(light covering of cotton doth across the waist.' 
I4o humuiity exists among these negroes : fai 
tilers Mil their children, and children their fa- 
tliers, mothers, sisters, and' brothers, for a knife* 
I few glass beads, or such like trinkets. They 
carty on perpetual war \rHh each other, and eat 
the flesh of thnr prisoners. Slavery is, there- 
fore, a condttitm no ways dreadful to them. 

They wear collars, and bracelets on their arms 
md'legs, made of gold, silver, ivory, coloured 
g^s, or other materials, according to their 
nnk and degree in life. They fix pieces ofgold> 
unber, or bone, under the lower and above tl^' 
upper tip, to melee them project, and render 
(hem large. They also paint their bodies with 
B kiiid of red earth, especially against their 
liteetmga and festivals : this gives them a horrid 
t^ipearance, though they esteem it a mark of 

' eoarage and fierceness. Their usual weaponi 
ve bows, arrows, hatdiets, and daggers. Some 
ay that they are idolaters and Mahometans ; 
whilst others alEnn that, like the rest of the 
Caffres, they have no reli^on, but observe some 
superstitious customs, not worthy of the name 

. of worship. They have no trades, nor manu- 
factures. The celebrated Vasco de Gama waa 
the first European that discovered this country^ 
in which he landed after doubling the Cape of 
Good Hope. 
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liei E«ftl>, a'kiBgdoin'Unrt produoea- sacto viM 
^pMBlitira of gaU, u to famw ■ svppontioii thM 
it was the 0|^n- cF tte inapind wRtan^-fraM 
whenoe king- aaknoMV anmMllr Kcrnxd- m laach 
«f tt»t ^-aJaaUe nntell Ttais kan^gdom, wtnofa cm 
taids' fram the ssventeonth to ^k twnty^ttk 
^legreeef-aoatfa Iwitiidr^ is baBwIodon tta-oaai 
^ith« Iw&n sen^ and en die wnM b? theoipiM 
<^ MoMBMtiqit. ; sbA i* eevea haMtbM'URl SAcf 

' The dinMc, totly and prndoce of the -ceamfy 
greetl^ reaBmNe thou of Zaguabaiv esocpt thai 
tb« air i> marc temperate^ and the taid omudcM 
■Ugr richei' in ric^ miHef, aoA paatwage.' Bat 
between Ckpc Catwntas and the nver Hfsrita 
SuKte tbe-gseHRd is nuMt frnft&k and tke ooaa* 
^ is stooked iBith nvaenwB h»d* o£ all Mrtt 
of catttci Elaphaoia sppeRi: ia iar^c dBamaiV 
^d, «» tfaey aivthe prineip^ieod df tte.BBtiTest 
fattr or- iW thottsand are mmnflji hilled hhI 
soMBined. Xhat pen of the eaaMsy irtooh. is, 
included between Cape Cooaates -end (be rinr 
CiKuiat ramattneaiBDuat wdadMaDdKintfa-laf^ 
•raod»; lAiie die nlliet, bdng u tere d I7 k 
wimher of sprtnga and' mototat orrviUuiai^ 
JBXuriant and tleiiglBl&l. 

Then^vesofSo&EB^ttre in genenl taflj gs» 
teel, and black con^tetianfld, witb short cui4ai 
faair; and are said lobe afl^Ue and cotiMeou% 
especially those that reside near Cape Ceriaala» 
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Tb^ ufcual (toeW is * |Hece of uK or cottoa wrap* 
ped rnutul the waist, and extended to the kneea, 
without any other coTering wfastever ; bat the 
more affiiunt wear Uiibani. They deconUc 
thenuel'ras with Cfhg* of gold, lilTer, acaber, or 
coloured bewl^ accofdii^ to their rank and con- 
Atioir in life. TboK on the coast apttak the 
Arabick tong«e, mi ftUo underMaad the lango^t 
•f the CaSres M)d FortugaeBe. 
- Thair biead ii a ooiDpotitioB of rice and mib 
bli and their drmk ia a apoeiM of beer made of 
Ihe aanw gruo. Tttey have great plenty and 
fsriety of fiah and fiaah ; bat the elephant k 
Mteemcd the otoit delicioaa food. Honey is im 
■Kh abnnduice, that much of it ia tuffered t* 
waste, and die people gather it for the purpose 
mt ezlrBctin|( dM «rax, which the^ Jwrter for ^te 
and painted cottuts. Their chief commerce it 
with the InhaUtanta of Moaambiquei QHi!oa« 
Afombaaa, and Melinda, who itnport a variety 
. ^ stofi*, wiuch they anchange for gold, i*or;rt 
wax, and ambei^ria ; and the So&tana general^ 
swYf those ata& to Monoinobqwt whietB thef 
adl them to great advantag«> 
r Beaidee the gold dniwn from Mononiotapa) 
Ar ki ngd am sf Sofata coM^na several very con- 
siderable millet of that precioos metal, which 
ykld upon an average about two miHicHis of 
»M^;iri9 yearly, each mctlgar being ndoed al 
feuTteo) FrHKh linw ; to whiob amount th» 
aMtodnnts <^ Mecca als» export {p>ld duM, in ont 
aeaaon, during a time of peMek Indeed, so plen* 
llfal and puns is Mb duat^ that the s»ldicTS an 
faid with il jost as it is- gathered. ' 
- Tin netrapt^a of thM-tdagden, bcAit chd 
•nMl of dte Pbrtagacnet WW an^ bicMiidenUe 
V«^ XIII. 3 G 
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town, ccnteininf' a few iH- c om t tii E M iKHifet, 
aad dminMcnbed only with a quicka«t b«lg« 
Since ttwt tim«i however, it haft been ft»iiGe4 
Wd greatly inqwovsd, mmI wi> dcBMninated 
Cuama, fr<Mn th* aaiac. of the rirar at . the mouth 
«f which a standa j bat that name faai . growQ 
imo diaiue. aod both marinen and gei^T'fib^'* 
give it the aacieat apptillattMi of So&Ia. 
, At the first acrind of the PortugueBa, tfa* 
people bad tto other wariibe wtapona than jam- 
lifW) ■cirottws^ bows m4 amtwii hatchelai and 
daggers ; but tbej are-now uuigbt the hk sf 
•oudL-anuB wd artillery. . Tbe king »a«itaii« 
• vast ounber of fiwces } but the Portu^iuea^ 
employing resaels ofvofaaerralion for the osteof 
^ble piupoK ttf. pneveotiiig what they term an 
ilticit tradC) keep the whole kingdom complete^ 
in awe. 

. The Arabs having been settled on tiiia coast 
fcr some centunesi tbe Ung and. tbe principal 
persons of the OMUt are. desocsdad from ^uH 
BBCe, and profess MabonnetanisVb Tha othes 
oattvea retain thor ptimilivc custoraa, both ia 
dvil and religious matters, and arcsaid to ao^ 
knowledge nd pay adoration to one Supreme 
Being, whom they call Mosimo, but abhor and- 
detest the idolattous ritca of: the other A&icaii 
negroea, and make use of neither idols, altars, oar 
sacrifices in their wnship. Xhqr allow a po)y^ 
gamy of wives, aBdiwluUct7 is coaaidered as « 
capita o&ence, and punished with such sererity, 
tbst a man found mtting on a so& or mat ia 
company with a married womai^ is condemned 
to BuSer death. No woman caiv be laatned dtt 
nature indicatea maturity ; at which time the pa< 
iciits invite their iriends and relattona to parti^K 
•f a feast, and receive their congratulations. • 
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' Titey fieribrm ibeir principal ftliglffiM c«re- 
nonin on the first, aixth, MVcntIv eleventh, and 
ilxteeirth dvfa ol the moon ; wfaeo the; nrnke r 
kind of gentrel oMiOion to their deceased friendly 
and ofier uppetkioM to them for their MMatance 
and protecticn. TheterappScBtkHMbring-fiMahk ' 
ed, they feast nry bevtilr M lAat hadbaea 
preaeHted to the ind, and' thn condude die 
flolemnily. Oa tbne occaMo* thcj alwajrs ftp. 
pear in wUte ftanncMs. 

FnuKcaco Gnaia wm Ae fifit PorMpieae nm 
«<gabir that taodted at SafUa. He had the aAi 
Areas lo engage in hit interaac a ceurtier caBedl 
Zacote, whom he leM to tbe lung («hoae nuns 
ins Jufes, and wfaa«' through extrefse age, had 
lost his sight), to reqvea the pen wiss ioD of th» 
nonarch fat erecting a fbriKis near the cit?>* 
which he was instructed lo affirm would be of 
the Qtrnoat adfuitage u wcU to the natives as 
lo the Portuguese. By the intercession of thia 
ttoUeinan, tht fart a gweae obtained their desire^ 
Ibou^ the stnatgcst and nuMt firequent remga* 
Krancet vere.nadB against this dcstnictire mea- 
aare by several of the rojral itmily. In particu* 
ter, Meogo Miuai^ sMi-in-law of die king, and a 
Wwe and politich prince, urged to the aged miv 
Mrch hia appn^naioDS of tbe conaequence of 
the reception and admittaikce of these stnuigcre, 
and of the pemusNon he had granted of fbrtify- 
tng themselves in the kingdom. 
- . The okl kuig endeavoured to dispel the fears 
of his Bon-in-hiw, by telling him, " You will per^ 
ceive the beat and atmo^>here of our climate, to 
which they are not accustomed, will soon destrof 
one-half of these strangers, and render the other 
wck ; we may Ousa attsck them with adviuiu^;at 
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md comprt Uwni to ahatHkin the tSit, nF-wMch 
V« shaii beconue poweuni." The priiie* «■:- 
quieaoed to thn rcasoniiiff, and the work of the 
ferti^eu wu cuvicd on witli RdouUed Tigflufv 
The KtMnMtwicM, however, of hi* fiuth&it Mm- 
hOBietan merchants, touaed the king to a acnse of 
U* imminabt ^n^r, and obtt^d - tdn to alter 
his meaturas. Having becono aeiuible of (he 
follf and imprudcocc of his fbrtner ccmdoot, bk 
assembled a sufiicient number <»f trospt, and ap*. 
pointed a daj fer extenniaating tb« Porti^utee) 
irtiilit they wera em^Ofod in the cotHtructioD of 
tfaeir Gm. But, wdiappUy for «be deloded mo> 
■atnhi the ticaeheteus Zacote, vrho wai oRgt> 
BBlif af Abfssinian extractton, betray od Iht b»> 
•reta of tbekin^fo^PortngneMihndinfcnned 
them of his designs, whidi affiwded Onaja an 
oppertunitf of making the necessary fiirepan* 
tiom for giring the asaailairtB a varm recep* 
turn. 

Acoordingty, the day appainted being arrivei^ 
tin fieblans attacked the ft>rt with great fiiry, 
but- wne brftvely repulsed by the Portnguesei 
At length, however, die number of the latter 
was redoced te thirty*fiTe, besides the sick and 
wounded, and would soon here been obliged to 
surrender, had not Zacote, at that instant, ibotM* 
means to enter the fi>rt at the head of one hun- 
dred men, and to join the besieged. A despe- 
rate conflict immediately eniuM ; and the as* 
■ailahts were finally compelled to flee with preci- 
pitation, and to leav^ the Portuguese in posses- 
sion of the fortress. The vietors pursued them 
with the utmost fury, forced their way into th» 
very palace, and crowded into ths apannwnt of 
tbs ojd king, wbna they found lyiqg «q a couchr 
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Ttte iadiefMAion and coaisgc of-theiMMRih in« 
won raised, nod, though old and blind, be wound> 
-«d several of bift encmjea with javeliiw, ud among 
She mt Gnaja himaplf. - A Portuguese office 
adrwtced towards the king with his sctmit&r 
drawn, uid at one blow struck f^- hia head, an act 
whicb excited the horror and dinnar of the mo* 
oarcb's atttiidanta, who inHncdiatelr laid down 
(heir anna and Bubmitted. 

Upon this GnaJB fiMbade bis ttrfdiers to off« 
any bither viirience to a peo;^ whose esteemf he 
aaM( he wished to condtiate by acts of fiicndslnp' 
and benevolence. This had the dewred tSetX, 
and the Sc^dans, lat^y convinced they had to 
contend with an enemy much moK poWerfii) and 
ai^ocious than themsdves, rea^y embraced the 
pfofieMd terms, and hostilities immediately ceas^ 
cd. The adn^ral luvring thus Jar succceded-iif 
Ids designs, created die perfidious Zacote king 
«f Sofala, as a reward of his fidelity aiid attach* 
nent to the PcHltq^ese. Gwtja haring enjoin- 
ed the people to consider and acknowledge the 
HfeuFper as thck- Iswfttl sovert»gn, obliged him 
«lao, in bis turn, to Uke the oaths of alle^anca 
to the crown of Portugal, and to promise that 
bis conduct on all occaums should be sucbas be* 
It end tributary pnnoe> 



SECTION V. 



■ MONOMOTAPA, next to Abyssinia, Is one' 
^ the largest empires in all Africa ; though it 
is iess known to Europeans than almost any 
•tber part <d the continmt. It ia boooded br the 
3G3 
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river Spiritu on the aouth ; by the mountwiis o£ 
Cafiiwia qa the weat ; aod by the river Ctuni% 
which diviilu it fraqi Monetnugi, on the north ^ 
mad w aituiUed betweoa the fourteenth and twefu 
^■fifth dcgnses of soWh latitudot and betweOB 
tbe fartp'&rat and fifqr-sixth dfegrees of e^&t ka* 
mtude ; l^ing ux hundred, wd KveDty mUe« 
from north to aouth, and six handrad and fifteen 
from cMt to weaU 

. Though this countiy is ptincipolll' 9iUiate4 
wider the soulhertk tropick, it nevdtheleBS tajfiyt 
» temperate cliiTiate : the air la clear aad heakhjr • 
the soil is fertile aad well watered ; and gndm 
fruit-trecB, and e«ttlei we both exceUeot and 
plentiful. The foreau abouttd with game ami 
wild bcuts, the riTcra teem with fisbt md. thQ 
tuirenta that 4eKfnd from t^q laountaam carrji 
with them vast quantities of the purest goiAi 
There are Beither horac^ bop any othcsr bcaata o£ 
burden, but great bcrda oC elstytaBntti of viUck 
flCTCTal theuMBds Me Mnnalljr dcstio^. 
. The nativcB are well shaipedi active) robusly 
ftnd heakhy ; and their complexioaa are- blacky 
with curied and woolly hair. Their chief dcligho 
ia war) nliich tbey prefer to peace and comBooa*. 
They eat tjie Sesh of ozco and elq>hMBt% sahe^ 
and dried fish, and a variety of fruits. Then- 
bread is a composition of rice *nd millet, and 
their drink ts tour milk or water. Peraons oi 
nmk have palm-wine, and other liquors extiw:ted 
from the fruits that grow, whtch are perfiimed 
with ambergrJB-and musk. Indeed tbey uae vast 
quantities <^ perfumes and odoriierQUS druga„ 
both in their meu and drioic, apd aim on tbeip 
persona iuid in Ui«ir habitatioiu. 
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.. Tba M»aotnoUpatn go mitad to-.tbe waiati 
and' from thence downwards they are-qovcKd 
witb a piece of cloth «f vanotis colourt, which 
JK UMudly made of cotton ; but perswit of raiA 
Mid diititiction wear India Niks, or cettoa «■- 
broidered with gtdd ; the skin of. a lion or of some 
Other b«ast bei^ thrown over the shoulders, Die 
tail (^ which hangs to the graiimi> Polygamy is 
^wmittedi and the men are allowed as great a 
number of wives as ih^y arc aide ' to maintains 
but the first is always coMidercd as mistces* and 
head of the &niily, and her children inherit the 
fcrtuaeof their bther; whilst the ofl^iriDg of the 
^hers are regarded as servants and inferiors. . 
. . Tho «mperor aSects great splendour in . hie 
drcM end equipage, and baa a great number of 
tributary and de[KDdetit princes. His usual dress 
in a kind of lo»9 vest or casflock, which depend* 
to the hoceb He also wears a brocaded, mantle 
«rer his ahotiklera richly embroideredi bis neck 
i* adoroed with a magni&ccot collar^ bcautifuUy 
let with precious' stones ^ a. hand of equally va> 
tuaUe jewellery swfounda his turhan; and his 
bttskiM are finely oroamenled with gold and 
peads. .Whenever he ajqwars abroad he >■ 
auunted u{)on an. de[diBnt, or is carried eo. » 
|wla«quini wtucb i& aup^ortcd by Aiur persoDe of 
iSatinction. On these occasioiia, bc^dca othes 
aegjU owameMi] be caraea a snudl spade, and 
aa arrow in each hand ; which are emblems eS 
industry aitd. power, andintimate to. the snti^sct 
dte necessity of cultivating ths gnwnd fi>r his 
iBBiBt«n«Bce aod si^jport^ and renund.tbe laot 
nwcb of the duty of protecliBg and <telriifiiny 
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Ma subject* from aU a^icnioaB, ibniga and d»> 

mestick* 

The emperor maintuns a numerous army, to 
.preTcnt the tnr^Aion of an enemy i and, in order 
to keep his dependent and tributary princes in . 
due Bubjectkn and ^kg^iance, he obliges them to 
•end all their toaa to be educated at his c«)urt> 
where they are detained as hoBtages for the fide^ 
iity of their parents, and taught from tlieir in* 
foncy to consider the eniperor as supreme head, 
and render him their duty and service. To thia 
double piece of policy they superadd a third, 
which consbts in senidin^ ambassadoi's once a 
year to all his vaeaals, who receive from them 
what is dcnomiDaled the new fire. The persona 
who are cniploye<l on these occasions, haviitg aiu 
rived at the court of a dependent atxl tributary 
prince, command bim immediately to cxtingtusb 
bis fire. This injunction is no sooner comfdied 
with than he is permitted to light it again with 
the fire bnmght for that purpose ; but should h« 
disobey and [»x>ve refractory, he is considered ss & 
rebel, and nar declared against him. 

But asj the emperors of M(»Kimotepa are cz> 
tremely carefiil to keep their vassals in due obe- 
dience and eubjectioo, they are no less solicitoaa 
lo preserve the affections of their subjects by- 
acts of kindness and benignity. They exact no 
taxes or tribute, except a small vtduntary dcH)a-> 
tion, vhen they apply for justice, or request any 
favour. Merctumts and tradesmen who attend- 
fiura and places of sale, are expected to present 
him with some of the articles of commerce in 
which they deal ; and should thpy fail in render- - 
ing thia hoau^EC, they are debaired the privilc^ 
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«( kppebring tii tiis presence, -which is eiteemed: 
A great mortifkation, and is often attended with 
much iiKxmrcnience. Stteh, indeed, is their at-' 
fiftctionate regard for their sovcretgn, ^hat when-; 
•rer he drink*, sneeses, or copghs, one of the 
aebtea present cries ajoud, " Pray for the healA 
Hid prosperity of the emperDr," which is immeJ 
dtaiely repeated by all vrithiti the distance of hestr-' 
mg, and the air is fifled with BccUmations. 

Thia inoAarch it said to have a thousand wires, 
tS of whom are the daughters of vkwal princei/ 
btttthefirat alone enjoys thtf t^le of empress. 
They- Bccompany him into -the ceuntrv duringf 
tte setdon of harvest, and assist in gatherhig iii 
die CMS aod fruits, and superintend those tbM 
are employed by the emperor. When he -is preJ. 
ftnted Iiy war or other matters from attending 
la this occupetton, the empress presides in his 
idbm, and dntributes to alt their portion of la-' 
beur> On tliese occasions the emperor and hU 
tionrt are always accompanied by a numerous 
tand of' musicians, rojpe-<lancera, and buflbons, 
for the amnsemcRt of the populace, and th^ 
whole night is spent inr merriment and rejoicing! 
Of Che many wires that belong to this monarcht 
there are nine who rank Oext to the empress, and 
taqoy some considerat)le post at court. One is 
cdled mazaiira, and appears on behalf of the 
i^rtngiiese, by whom she it presented with many 
rtlnabh) gifts i and anodter performs the sam^ 
oBice in fiivour of the Moors. All the rest bava 
tfietr respective titles, employments, and in* 
comes ; and when oue of them dies, another is 
dected to succeed in her mom. 

The principal officers of the court are the nin^ 
gtmesha or governor of the kingdom, who acts 
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w prime nuniatcr ; the mokomuhK or capUM- 
gcnenJ of the ibrcca ; the ftmbujrm, or lord btgh^ 
Mewardi to wham, kmohg other extraoi^nai^ 
privikgcft, it appertaim to nominate a new era- 
preM on the demiae of the fanner; the inhan- 
tore or captain of the band of tnuaicians, who ia 
generally a grandee of the etn|Mre ; (he nuraksO) 
or captain of ;he van-goard ; and the bskuninMS 
which lipiifies the king'sright liand> 

The emperor finally detcnnines the Inue of 
•my judicial proceeAng, if Uie parties at rari> 
aoce shaU thii^ proper to appeal from the deci- 
liDa oi ihe.judgea. In Monomotopa ere lia' 
ptace* of con&nement for malefactors, becamw 
til maltcn being tried in a summary manner, sen- 
tqace or acqwttal immediately ensnea. If ths 
compkuDt be of auch a nature as to require time 
bt iovalidattng or confirming it, and the pattjr 
accused be Ukely to make his escape, he ia tiad 
tp a trect and a guard placed over him, till his in*' 
nocence-orguih cwi be thorcnighl]' investigated) 
If ai^ incooustencj appear between two wit' 
DessQS) a purgative dr^ght is enqiloyed, as wwt 
the water of biuemesa among the Jews-; if it 
remain with the peracm supposed to be guiltf of 
perjury, he is acquitted j if it does not, he iaseil* 
tenced to suffix deuh, which is immediately ia» 
fiicted on him. 

' The DMives <^ tfai* vast empire are superad> 
tious and iddatroua, but nevertheless aduiow- 
ledge and adore a Supreme Bdng, creator and 
governor of the universe, whom they call Maani 
and Attuna, which corrcq>ond with those two 
attributes. They pay, moreover, a singular ve* 
Deration to a virgin named Al Ffioo, ia hoiwiir 
«f whom tetDi^ea and convcusarp erected, lo- 
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DkM* PaUgiws ptaccB of Bedusian,'the-(hmg;htci4 
gf the MonomciUpuis are OMifiDed to perpetnal 
^Ubacjr, and shut up from all commerce with 
men &t >o early a period, as to predude die poui- 
bUity of sufTcriog any cwitammation vX their na« 
tire purity. . . 

. The metrapotis is a BpackHU dtyt and cMiBtMs 
of a vast number of houieB, built of timber oP 
earih whitewaabcd, Mid constructed in the form 
ufacone. But Uie ]Rinripal ornament of the 
dty is tlte imperial piUaoe, which is a Isr^ and 
spacious bbrick made of wood, tuning towera and 
pwticoesi wiiei« is constantly stationed a nunw 
Bav» guard of tnx^M. - Tbclnside of IhisMruc* 
ture is divided into a variety- of splendid apart- 
menta, and gieat and lofty tnlis, tthicb are deco^ 
Mted with a.magiuficmt kind -of cotton tapestry 
iKautlAilly coloured. The ceilings, beams* and 
ifdlersi are adorned with gcdd ; the chairs and 
tatries ffli and enamelled ; and the candlesdckt 
made of ivoryi and - suspcmded by. cbaioB of «il< 
Ter. Theempemris sM^edBltablcontfaekneet 
and the dishes ar« tut tasted till he has ^Mied' 
Ua repast. 

--. In this country, we are told, is a province <^ 
district appropriated for the haUtation of female 
mrriors, wtio resemble theancient Amaconsi 
and observe tlieir mode of life. Whenever die 
ei^ieror goes U war, these heroines Uways con- 
stitute a part (tf his body-guard. Their arms are- 
i^MJIaf to those of the men, and consist of bows 
and afrows, jav^ns, aabrea, cotlasscs, poirianls, 
and Ught balUe-axes, cxceediDgly sharp : Utese 
tbey Dtaa^^ with great dexterity, being taught 
t* usethem fpofa their iabncy. The emperor 
lf» also n past of two bondrcd dogs, which he 
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caiMiden V not the Icafit Mthfiilr iMotMlan eC 
tiia penon. -, > 

One of Ute monvclu oC this empur cauacdl 
tnioKlf to be baptised by a ]«auit is tbe Chriatm 
£utb| and agicM nwnber oi tbe gnndees tUkWr 
ed his eiwmple* Being told, however, th^t he 
fauU renounce a plunhty of Voiaen, aiul confine - 
hinuelf to one wflTe, b« sot onl)' itbandoaed b» 
..(vligioa, but peraeciiled aU th«t hod been coiir 
veitcd to Christiaiuty. The Pmtugucae hav« 
M*enl fonU in this ceuntiy, which theji w«rc 
permitted to comtract duiiog the nign ^ & fav» 
iner.wapetor for asMtiDg him in the KdodiMi 
of swne revoked vac*als. .Thef vide olaa yot 
in poasessioa oi the pddtnincs in tbe sanw [ait 
of the empira ( have muxy chnrcfaeK and nonw- 
^es ; .and arc the ^tncipBl merchants of Ma» 
Bomotatia. 

. The hiatorr of tbe lait emperor ^ this counUTk 
Vrith vbom we are acqaaiated, is as ibUowss 
Foraigi^baebi died m the fertp-aevctith year of 
^ 4^, and kA sixty-faMr unB, without a|» 
pQiD^ay a sttcccBBor to tbe thtofW;, for wbioh 
a long and bloody contest immediataly cacnp 
wenced. This .war was so ▼ii4e&ti aad the pai^ 
tiacuM so stremioua, that at lecgiii they wera 
all exterminated, or eapelled the eaipire,. except 
tbtce. Two of these, impUreDt of rest^Bg 
peace «td tran(|uilUtr to the dhtrorted vouatrjci 
agreed to reign bf tarns, and that eaoh riiMU 
possess tbe supreme power dunag six mauimaS 
the yean The fiist- who occaiiMed the tktooe^ 
iesUoytA the others and . after this IratiioidB 
feigned singly far thirteen yean. AbcM that 
period, otw of his utudca, nanu^ Nafai, putiaK 
to death, wtscb BBiTwioned gitM pf v«*V 
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Oe IMo^, to whMi bis cwremmentted kmaa^ 
edtottt. WtuIsC NaAi uaMrped tht txoma, tb*^' 
tilM prince escifed iatt> « dwtant coiiMry, ^c«t 
be pmchMcd « mmII eatttf , wiwch he cutdntad 
wittr kis Mm bwubt and wkn be lined in 
Dbecwk)' nnd retiveoimt. He nwtvind k wifitt 
by whom he bait m son named Alfondi, who, nl 
M eart^ l^eriadt e!^nbile4 ■«%> «f geUHs, m- 
fuiped Um iMrc and csciMd tfas KJan irM tou ■«! 
the neisbbcMRftiB pwfile, l^ bit mMkatjr and (he 
§mtlemM of hie 4iapoN(iM. He wxhi dlaplajed 
w i»4aHBtad coMnge^ and gtopitilr tinmSmi 
hieatK-ia the hunting Wei^hintB, Hsu, %«»« 



Hwn( hcMid <C « w that cnated lietiKiaa 
Maiii Us tsnad «i*ck, «f whnac telMiDtisliiy h« 
' vas ignomat, and a MfjUottnag aMBaMh. tw 
paoji^ed trimsrif with uvis and horm, Mtd M* 
MadedoMrbf a mmaU J ui bir af biMie ytwto, 
nham he had cngBged te &ilo« his imame, hm 
Vtacched to «ttir ifaia n aaiaW cc ta the «;;nf)eror> 
An opportunity soon presented itsctf ftv ^tin^ 
CtHshing: himadf by his bmverjr and intrepiditfi 
which excited the a tt ehtion «f: the whole army. 
But above all, bis conchict attracted the Dotioe 
and admirstion of bia fjrantl uncle, who con- 
Mivad such a» spiMoat ti thiB yaoMoA 'Umifer, 
lAat h« iotnieted him with the cwiinaBd -of ■ 
badyof-tra^ia, «Bd requaa t ed hiaa toatiacfcthe 
foacBff.wboiMMfSBtadia an advaMaft^ou^ »d4 
bipartaot situaiicMi. Thia he acoaidii^tor .diif 
arithMKb ptaA ot bis abilities and nUtaijr 
tateoUi that Nahi adTwiced hin -to thC'CUH 
comraand of the arH^. In thp tfate <rf' six 
^wuh^ the jamg s*"^ patSonofid tusk tuc^ 
irinBg emdaiw, mi dimiaeAvf m»r ^t^mi^h 
Vol. XIIL 3 H 
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tbatthe enemy were compelled (o sUe Ibr pixan 
■ In order lo rewstd him ibr these great snd- stgnid 
Mrrices, the empemr bestowed on him the 
IMiDccBs his daughter in manimgc, without the 
least suspicion oi his real birth and extrao 
tkm, of which Alfendi himself was whoU]' ig- 
norant. 

By a sentiment tfqaallj generous and natOnlf 
he invited his iiather to porticipBte in the succiM 
and prosperity of his fortune. No sooner dM 
the Ktiled prince arrive at cotirt, thaa he dK' 
closed the whole tnatter, and de«]af«d hitnsMf 
the«onof tite late emperor Fumigarbachi' ' Ttife 
. old monarch immediMelj' recognized itl' )ih 
littther-in-'law the iiephew whose throne he tid- 
'cnpied. He resigned the government to hhn 
with pleasure, and the newly created empctMr 
transferred the sceptre to bis son. Atfondi atld 
his spouse were, therefore, crowned amidst tHc 
loud and repeated acdaroatipna of the peopfe, 
whose esteem he continued te merit by his juatiee 
and beneficence. 

9EOTIOH VI. ■ '" , 

' Monenugi. 
MONEMUGI is a vast empire of tmcertdn 
limits, bnt the boundaries of which extend lo 
Monomota[» on the south, and to Congo on the 
West. Of this ctnintry geographers are greatly 
ignorant, and for the tittle that is ' known t«- 
apecting it, We are indebted to the intermediate 
nations, which carry on commerce with this em* 
pirt, or wage war against it. 
' The air is sultry and hot, and the climate nit- 
fevourable to health. In some parts tbe adih'is 
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fcrtile, and the country pleasuit uid weU wfttered 
witb many springs and rivuleU. It abounds - 
with a vanety of birds apd beasts ; has a great 
number of palm-trees, of the fmit of whkh 
tb^ make wine ; and produces more iumey thaB 
ttie inhabitants can connime. It also contains 
mtmy gold and silver mines of great value. 

The govemment is an. absolute monarchy t 
•sd tbe aoverugn is nch and powerful, and has 
subdued tnoct of the petty states and kingdoms 
which border on his dominions* The natives 
arc said to be idolaters, Maboiottans, and Caf> 
bts ; by the laat of whom is nitdcntood InGdcISt 
or people destitute of religion. Under the name 
<rf Caffres also tbe Europeans comprehend ne- 
groett' who fnra the most oooudenUde part of 
Ibeiahafaitaatsof MonemKgt. The frontiers of 
tlusiunpiK areoccU[»ed bj tbe Giagaa, or Im- 
Ua, who are the same savage nnd bu^jarom 
pei^rie tbal harass Mombasa and Quiloa. It is 
Bot improbable that th«y may also be the same 
aa the Gallas, who infest and smround Abyq- 
ainiai and strike the inhabitants of that country 
with ooHhtemation and dismay. This being the 
centre of Africa, it gives birth to these monstertf 
who thirat for blood, and whom the emperor 
einplc^s in his frequent wars with the neigh- 
boufing kingdoRia. Whenever the approach of 

'4bese cannibals is known, the inhabitants im- 
ntediately abandon their country, and carry off 
all tbeir moveable possessions. 

The Giagas are also employed by the emperor 
against a republic^ of AmazMis, who inhabit the 
frontiers of Monemiigi, and into which country 
they make frequent incursions. The Giagas, 

. boivevQry keep them in awe, not so much by 
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ifaeir npMter wtxtagth md nki«i u bjr tlicte 
bcriwriijr and the apprcb am iiww ibt]r occuioa of 
WnK rooted sdlte md etna. Heace k it, ibtt 
ittwn thmr traopB entpgjB^ th» cantett n ebMi* 
nts md dNwHiilr for u aa quarter is f^mn 
the flgiA n c(»tinued to tb* my btsu 

Thft commnn of tha einpin: cdCMitB of pM^ 
•ilMT, capper* mmA waty, whkfc an exchanged 
fo silks, cottoirclutli, Ixads, sn)- tucb IUm 



S£CTIOM VIL. 

CAPFRARIA la bounded an the north bf tiw 
e«uDU7 of the Bosjeimnn*, or wild Hcittsntat% 
of> the west by th« Grc^ Fi>h rivct-t and ob tha 
Bouth and sait by the oeean j and ti minmbtd 
between tbe thirtieth and tbirtr-fourth dcgreoa 
ttf aou4h latitude* A great patf «f this coontrj 
exhibits a nigged and barrea a[^anuicc ; bart 
there itfe vsUkb of rich pasbire t and thft bas^ 
iag woods on the iteep aides of the nertlicm 
iBountUDS are extremely beautiful.. Tlie. soil 
produbes millet and vegMablea ; but the oativM 
arc more ioclraed la a paatoral than an ajgtkul- 
iQral life. " Towards the setting of the sun the 
whole plain was covered with cattle, that caiov 
in vast herds at the signal of comiiuuHb whieh 
was a particular kind of wliiaUing noise made 
H'iih tlte mouth. At another whialle the cows 
separated fixjiii tlie lierd. and came forward to 
be Biill($d. This and the mant^mcnt of th« 
dairy furm the. chief employment of, the men* 
In th« morning a third signal sent the catUe out 
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to gm^." The niiEk of their cova wben 
coftgaiftted, ii the principd food of the CafTret. 
-Tkw coun^ abounds whh a great variety of 
^me ; but the elephuit bnd the bufihlo have oT 
iate y«ars become Tety scaice* 
f The C^res have not contrived to draw Mty 
sdvaotage from the possesMon of a sea-coast, nor 
do they fWtow any land of fishing. Whether 
'tfacy are reatrained by some superstitious attack- 
. tuenti which fcrUds thein the use of -fish i or thar 
mode of life has hitherto prevented tbeffl from 
cwisidering the means by which they might ob- 
tain a support from the waters, is unknown ; 
bul^hey scaneely know wliat kiod of a crcalMt 
a 'fish is. Not- in the whole extent of their coast, 
which is washed by the sea, and intersected by 
Mveral large and deep rivers, is there a single 
-boat or canbe, or any thio^ nNeiftbliag a float- 
in^ vessel. , ' 

The Caf&es are supposed not ta be the aboii- 
-ginei of the southern angle of Afiica. They 
"are surrounded on all sidei by a people different 
from them is colour, in features, in form, in 
disposition, in manners, and in language ; and 
it would, therefore, be absurd to consider them 
'*as indigenous to the spot they at present possess. 
To speculate on the' origin of the Caffres, it is 
probable they are descendants of the Bedouin 
'Arabs, who penetrated into almost every part - 
of this continent. Certain it is, that much of 
the Arab features are visible in the countenance 
of a Cofire ; and they greatly resemble each 
'Other in their way of life, their pastoral hiU)its» 
'and character. 
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Mti pradiKC«ifiticftnKcofiBien«atbfeC«flireB| 
thej' 81* (all, MDut, mutcuhir, wdt-praponi«nc<l> 

fiom tnanr of Uiow caxmtm, wlMch, in laoM 
fMliaed Bodetin) tmpedcthr growth wid doaden 
th* 4goar of tbe Ininui f^mt. Their Act ■■ 
liM^ t thekr dtcKise of % sciIatarT BMiue ; and 
til* afar Ui«y tmnlK para muI latebntm > thcf 
Ms titmcqiniiKed wkb tte gm «f etwmriii^ aad 
Metertou Bqoora ; and titey «M wlwn kungi^ 
•nd a)*^ vbra mtoR dtnaada ease and K&nl» 
tBcM. In mch a Me, iangoor and mtlaBclnlf 
umwl exiit ; and, ik lact, the couMcBance of 
« Caffifc ik Blimyi |4acid and chKiful, and tbe 
«^le «f bts (le^itRKtit betpedu peace ntd 
VMttent. 

' - Same ot tlw Caffirca an coMcicd nth *knik 
dooka, but the greater part go cntiMly nakc^ 
Tift wotMn WMF on their keich c^ia of kslhert 
ttmamcMcd . wMi beads, ahetta, aad piecn vt 
Utif^tT and 'reon, which arc Aspoaed in a. Taricty 
«C fiHttt. lliej' tare utao long chiafca that di>- 
MKd to the €alf of the leg^ Tha duaf vf tfe* 
Catftea han a tan^ 4mss chain smpeiukd ontbe 
Mttidt. 

Their 'riHagM conaiit «f ahout forty or fi/^ 
iMMtcMKnieitdiii AttAtmoffoee-hivea. That 
Mifcbto deatfmdfortbeimoftheqiwcnMnda 
at dM head vf the «Uteg«, and te larger tba* tha 
tMt, and &tabcd' li» a imm ehtgant mannnb 
. - Thdae huts are about t«rn Scat ia diaaaster, aad 
eight fsM in height. Ther are first aboped-^ 
fi^raes of wood, and aflerwards [daBteivd orer 
whh a kind of mortaf Composed of clay and tb« 
dang of cKRle i abd, irhen (hit to «AdeBtlr 
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■iB.TBry Mmna, and canptaldx praoC «0tliMlt 
watce. ' 1- 

Tte tnvcipd weapon of the CaAvt iiao iraa 
■|Mar Erom nine to Cwd^ iacba iir. ka^lb 
Vhicfa thef rail omkonUia, but tt» HotMotMli 
fire it the-tppeAttioD of fanu^aU Ttef viM 
throw thit Bpcor, with & toknble 4tign*-i( 
■xacbi^ to tte dntanDc of Sortf or iftf pacwt. 
WhcB in battle tiicT rcDcivc the p«nCo{ the 1m»^ 
l^Bi cm Ui oval >)ikldt mode «f the hitkoF-|L 
tattM^ The kcem, vhkA is t okk about two 
Act and a bdf in len^ wkb a MHDd knobiMt 
tbc end) ta Ion formidBUe than tfae b n iiigw, 
hnt oaod in die tadw manner. Eveiy Caffre ia 
kariiUeronda ndesnaR. Tbc farmer m a/» 
a protngion, but undertaken accordii^ to tlui 
«xig«ncica ef tbt stuo ofwUdi beis a niMabce. 
Wai' b never carriednab^ tttem fbrthe ottffnion 
af territory or iadmdual aggnwdtooMOfXi t4t 
far tfae pnrpoae ofaffcoginK oome iaiak^ «a of 



a tlMt pait of tbe eoanbr wHcb Hca oo the 
oasfof tbe riwr Sciikaninui, the inbabiianta w 
J tn owt c dge aad tibty a cvarmtmiavtr^fft, wboec 
oame is Gaika ; but do the westeni skle, and 
oiMXi^ the emicfaiit Caflresi each chief is itt- 
depertdent^ Pcdygamj is allowed ; hut the cifi- 
cunstancca oF the c oaiMo n peo{d« will not per* 
snit thai tha indulgence of nan than one wib. 
The females being tMMiderad as the propMtjr of 
flwtr paRntog aro disposed oi bf sale ; aw] the 
ttuU price iti a wUe is as ;ox, or two cowa. 
X'hoir laws are siiatdc, and founded lesa ofi 
policy than on the unerni^ prindples of nstur^ 
if a micdet skauU ^^ear to be sHomKod bf. 
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premeditated design, the perpetntor of the crime 
b inaMntif {Mit.to dcnb. But sImuM one nam 
kill another ia liis defence, in a quarrel, or bf 
'heridcnt, he mtwt pvy to tite rebticMn of the ii- 
(bnct a cert«n fine, which is ^eaendtj fined bf 
the clden of the horde, acotrding to the rank c^ 
. the deceased. A chief has no poMsr over the 
.'tma of h'n stAjecta ; and should he put taty man 
M deatii \>y design, or k\ the heat of passk»i. he 
-would be e>pcll«l the communttj'. Reititatioo 
is Ihe only punishtneDt of thefl. 
• The Cafires believe in the existence of some 
invisible power, which causes men to die smi- 
deidy, or before theysarriTe at' y«rs of maturitj ; 
4hat raises the wind, and makes the thunder and 
lightning to injure, or terrify them ; that girea 
the sun by day, and the moixi by night ; and, 
in ^wK that cTeated all (hose thinga which they 
could neither understand nor imitate. Th^ 
know little more of astronomy, than that io about 
thirtr days the moon will have gone its coane, 
and that afier twelve of them the same seasona 
will return. Thdtr only chronology, which ia 
r«g4stered by notches in wood, is kept by the 
moon, and seldon ' extends beyond one gMte> 
ration. Some great event, as the death of « 
chief, or the gainittg of a victory, generally serves 
fcf a new Kra. 

- Not the sniallcat vestige of a wrttten character 
tan be traced among them ; but their language 
appears to be the remumi of something superior 
to thatftfa savage nation. In the enunciation 
it ia soft, fluent, 'and hannoniovs, and ^Vee frrHtt 
f hat disagreeable monotony, which is obaerraUe 
among a barbaroos people. The Caffres difief 
Ytry eeaentiBJIy lirom all the nugUwuiing nt- 
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»^(tf tbeir dhfoul oF Um ddwb 
Vtmeni rite» are beMoMcd «alr on tbc hadia^aS 
their ehiefi, uid M their chiUt«b Tin fenaer 
we iotemd m iho kmdsr «r placrairberc die Mbi 
«iiiHwnr*UndMwgfatt the littter ■!■ deinuC* 
cd in . tkc hills exeavsted bjr the inym«oph>(|n 
*c MN-mlcn. The bo&a of the reit u« vxytM- 
«d to bc^ dcTCurad hjr «olvt% nth which tha 



"THiE coMBUr of the Htfteototi is atiaiBd 
'X betvtni. the twciitr<«ighth nod tlurty^ah 
iegivnafwMblatilBrfe.iaDdoiDtHiH.tbeDulcl^ 
tama at the Caj» of Good HopCt vhkh stutdt 
in tUrt^^anr dwiVM fifteen raioiibn at .aooth 
letitadct asd in ■hdMn.J eg r tce twentf i^mitae 
•FeMt hii^ttude from tMiiAMt. The Hwtlentot 
nktioas are di*li)e«l ioW sixteca hi .uiinbert (ba 
Jloajesmus, the Gfaoaa^pa>( the SuioaquaSf th« 
OdiqHB, tin Chii^Tiqaa>i the CreatBr and Les* 
■er NanntaquBSt the Atlaquaat the Koc^nuoa) 
the HeianiiHii, the Soaguaat the Onflgvaa, the 
DaattMffum, the Caiiroca, the Houtawhytaa, the 
Hcyteiu*) bmI the Chamtonn. 
. .The fail in general ia ao arnxdnglx itcli a> t* 
faecapabk trfproduchi^ every apecka ofgniok 
hertMi and fruita i the couMiy, indeodt about th^ 
CepBi IB foil of rociu ami nnuntHinB, but their 
■pBcioiu sunmiti ate cioathed with rich pasture* 
coaraelted with a varietf of flowers ot the nioaC 
exquisite beautf and fragrance, and abound 



-n, Google 



SSI ■oTtevtoti. 

with d^dou* iprings, which flew down tiae 

•lopM, and mcKnder thtwu^h thevallieh Tht 
jilaiiM which iiUer* ene are ma beautiful aa the im- 
^[ination can conceive, and charm the eye of 
em7 apectalcn-, who a capable of rtliahing the 
esuberaot produoticHu of unasststed natore- 
- The Cape of Good Hope was first diacorered 
bjr^tbe Porti^ueBe in the year U93, but Utcf 
established do settlement nearer it than on the 
banka of the Great Fi^ river. About the year 
1600, almoat everr-Eur^ean nation began to 
visit the Cape in their vojragea to the Eaat Ib- 
die*; and in 163(\^.lbniialpbaaeuiQnof it was 
taken by two connnandeis of the East Indis 
company, in the nai&e of James, king of Great 
Britain ; bu^ it was no farther naticed, at that 
time, by the English govonmeBt. In IfiSO^ 
captain Van Riebeck having touched at thia 
place with a Dutch fleet, and drawn a &iaiit«Ue 
conclusion of the . fertiUty of the ami, - the 
abundance «f cattle* and the tractabtltty of the 
natives, represented the great natiand. advui- 
tages which might accrue from esUUiridng-.K 
colony at the Cape of Good Hope; la cen> 
sequence of these representatjom, the directors 
of the Dutch East India company fitted out fotv 
ships for the expedition, appointed Van Riebeck 
commander in chicly and vested him. with f«lt 
powers to treat with the Hottentots, aittblp make 
such discretionary ^puluion a as mightcanduca 
to the interest of the repuUick in general, and of 
the company in particulan Having arrived at 
the Cape, the Dutch commander presented the 
natives with a rast (ju^itity of toys, trinkets, 
end liquors, to the value of 50,000 guilder%( 
Bpcoi which the HotttntotS; cbarmsd with his 
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fjcneraslljr, ^ve thempermlsfliohtoeettleamoi:^ 
them, re>ign«d a part of the country in their &i- 
Tour, and cMnmercial ragulatione seemed to be 
Established on the firni and permanent basis of 
rtxiprocal intereit. 

The diSicultiea trhich for a time impeded the 
extension of the settlement, were principally oc- 
fauoned by the wild beasts of various ktndr 
which abounded in erery part of the country; 
Deprived, by ' their passion for intoxicating It- 
^uocaasd baubles, of the only means of existencev 
the -natives began rapidly to decline in number; 
and the encroachmenis of the settlers- were in 
proportion to the diminution of obstacles. No 
land was granted in property except in the vici- 
nity of the Cape. A Uir was pasted that the 
nearest distance from one house to another should 
be three miles ; and on accotmt of the scarcitr 
of wi^r, it frequently btppened that manf 
fiirma were much tUrther ^stant from each other. 
As the Dutch advanced, the natives retired] 
and tkooe that remained with their herds among 
the new settlers, were soon reduced to the neces^ 
4ty of becoming their servants. 
■ }n 1793, the Dutch colony at the Cape lur- 
lendned to the arms of his Britannick majesty'j 
hut at the general peace of 1801, it was restored 
-to its former poesestorst with this agreement, 
that the port should be open to tbe commerce 
U)d navigation of the English and PrcDch na- 
"tions. No permanent limits had been fixed to 
the colony, under the Dutch government: bat 
during die period in which it was held by Great 
Britain, tbe territory composing the settlement 
of the . Cape of Good Hope was defined ; and 
-itt mean length from' west to east was found to 
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ic fire bundred nd 66y, wid iti mean bretchb 
fimm (oitth to north tvs bundred and tiiitty- 
tlwec £i^^ Biileii campicheadiag on u-esi of 
188,130 «pun niln. Tbis great extent of 
country, if we deduct the poplibtion o£ Cape 
TowBt iipnibaUjrpeapladbraboutlGBiean tbou- 
nnd wbite inhafaitMits j insmiMch that ercty im* 
dividual posaeasca eight and one-Mf sqaare iiilNl , 
of ground. 

. U has been supposed Uwt Che Hottenagta sm 
the deacewkMa of the utcteiU Tniglodytea, «rba 
irera the poaieritr of Abmhun by Ms ynSi 
Kctlran- it ii coiqectuned by a ktc writer, wbs 
travelled through ttiii rountiy, that th^ irill 
tecotne es^ct. " ThcK weak people, aty% 
be, "die most belplcaB, and in their pee«e«C 
CMxIitioB perhaps the most vretched, of tlMl 
hwnan race, dupod oat of their |xisKB^ni| 
theif counttji atid finaHf out cX (heir ttber^^ 
bare entailed oa their misenibie offaprwg % 
«Ute of eurtetice, to wJuch that of slavery mi^tt 
^car the companaoB of bAp[»neaii> It is « fj»i 
dition, however, not likefy hi conttmie to a very 
remote posterity. The name ^ Hottentot wiM 
be forgotten. Or acarcely rcanembercd ; ud tbnr 
tiHmbcrs of late years have rapidly dedtned"*" 
yarious, it aeenn, ait the cMisea which bars 
MHitributed to the depofxibUcMi of this pee^e i 
tmoDg which may he recfcoacd the impolitick 
QUttons of hordii^ together is fiUnilies ; tbcar 
«)iti<eme ftoverty ; and the cruel treatment they 
nceive firam aa inbtnasn and un&eling fteasant^ 

irt. 

* BuTow'i Tni*eli b Semhem Africa, 
f When the English obtiined poiieuion of the Cspe 
of GoDdHopcihcrlbDiidtlutilicDnTDbkMlbcCBlBme 
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; The bnguAte of tlie Hottentota is himb a«i 
disEigreeable- It is a coispound of the moHt 
fixtr^onlinftry spunds- Alnioet kJI inoDo«^ibb!«) 
tnd the fint pa^ of geBipoqnded wortH 9i« 
-^pell^ the mputh with a sviddra retisctiim of 
tbs toneue from the teetJi or {wJate, ^itimt 
which it hgd be^ii preasud- The ncMse mide by 
tbe. dtiPtal is that which is EiMnetiines uKtl tq 
cxprcBB impaUence i snd the paltttwl is more kil 
«n(l sonorpwi wd near^ eimilu' to the clacking 
of a hen thttt bsB chlckensi. Hence it is, thitt 
tbti leBguRgp of die ^I^IottentoU has been called 
A jnDDBter, in which the ear cui distinguish 
4otbing articulate) and said to reumble th« 
shattering of thf m^pye anft the screaming of 
this owl. But when it is considered, th&t afl 
langu^es, in tbdr infancy, consisted probably 
of uinple or mojusrllabiek sounds, to which 
nuwus inSexioBs of the voice weic applied fot 
xmveying a niunber of ideas, it will be conr 
IcBSsd, that the mode adtmiti bj the Hottentot* 
ibr expressing a v^iety of objecCs, aod for con- 
veying ideas in a clear and a distinct manHcr, is 
extremely ciuiws and extisordinary. The di- 
vision of simple sounds into their elemonts, and 
by the various combituitions of these elem^ts 
to form an unlimited number of new sounds, 
was Wie of the most wondertiil inventions of 
maa, and &r beyonld tJie powers and genius of 
a Hottentob But by means ,ofa very few conl- 
(XHwd words and tl:^ cUcking of the tongue^ 
all th^ was necessary in speech was obtained 
Th£ tonguags of the Hottentots, it a ge«eraliy 

tn/B)t of bniM'iw frimia^Jfl <w th^ vheeU |ui4 ^ acint 
lite ndrand tonurf for extoning copfcMlon. 
Vou XIII. 2 1 
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•upptMed) onnot be Acquired by any Eurbpeui; 
but the diSiculty of speaking it, which is chi^y 
occasioned by the action of the tongue, ia soon 
overcome. Most of the Dutch peasantry in the 
distant districts hare learned it ; and many of . 
them «re so much »:custamed to its use, that 
they introduce into their ottn lan|;;uage a motiui 
of the organ of speech, suEItciendy distinct t<t 
rttoff from whence they obtained it. 

The person of a Hottentot, while yonng, is bjr 
no means void of symmetry and beauty. Tfa^ 
are well-proportioned and erect. No pvotube- 
rance of muscle indicates strength ; but tbo 
body ia delicately formed, and marks the efiemi> 
lutcy and inactivity of the raind. ■ They have 
large heads, lively eyes, a flat nose, thick Itp4 
teeth white as ivory, hair resembUog that o£ 
negroes and exceedingly Uack, and large bioa4 
feet. - The .colour of the skin is a yellowish brawny 
and not uphke a fiuled leaf^ but very difTerent 
£o[n the sickly hue of a person in the jauadkd, 
which it has been said to resemHe. Some rf. 
the women, when young, and previously to.ttacir 
bearing children, might serve as models of pe«- 
fection in tbe human figure. Their hands and 
ieet are. remarkably small and delicate; and-in 
.their gait .they arc not alu^iher devoid of 
grace. 

. The Hottentots are subject to no particular 
disease. Ljfe is gfnerally terminated by a gnt- 
dual decay, and at an earficr petiod of existence 
than in most countries of .a like temperature. It 
tt is rare to see a Hottentot sixty years of age. 
When a man has become old and infirm, tbe 
•on, or nearest relatirai, assembtes-all the male 
inhabitants of tbe kraal, or hamlet ; tnfbnns 
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them of his mlseraUe coAdttioii ; and -RqueKS 
th^t they will expet bim fi-Mn the Bocietjr. Thi* 

' demand ii always compried with. Having 
placed titedecrepid oM num opon an ox, a g^reat 
tiart oS the inhi^iitants accompany and uMidilct 
Mm to a hut erected, for the purpoae, in aomc 
mnote and solitary spot. Here th«y deposit a 
few articles within his reech, and then departj 
atul leave- this miserable outcast of society-tA 
jemh of age and hunger, if he is not defound 
by wild beasts. 

' Low, ^owever, as they are suitk in the scale 
of humanity', their charticter seems to be much 
traduced and misrepresented. They are, in ge- 

' ncial, a mild, quiet, and timid people t entire 
Yf haniiless, honest, at>d faitHhil'; and, though 
occasionaUy phlegmatkk, they are kind and aft 
fcctionate to each other, and not incapahle •( 
■trong attachmems. A Hottentot would divide 
the last morsel he had with hts companiona. 
They are not defective m talent, but possess ht* . 
Ik exertion to ctdl it into action. Their indo- 
laKC is a real disease, the only remedy of which 
ia terror, ftather than have the trouble of pto- 
raring food by the chase, or' of digging the 
ground for roMs, they will fast the whole day, pro- 
vided they may be allowed to sleep. Eating and 
sleeping form their highest gratifications i and* 
when they cannot indulge in the former,theyge- 
DcraBy find inimccUate relief in the latter. " Ta 
diink," says the Hottentot, x tl :o labour, and to 
laboor is the scourge of life." 
<- Medicine and astroBoniy are two adcncea, 
-which may be supposed to have dated tlieir ori- 
^a from the first dawn of civiliiatien : by tht 
•net men were taught t« itrengthen the vital 
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, and to fefMtir 4m>'' l^jutd fnnwi 
MM) by th* olbert tlwy .bcc«ii« MCpikinted »M 
ih« frtriods of BcCti'tipw and barivab AnooK 
^ HottWtoU UiBR are IMM, who pnrfencdif 
pMCtiaa tfac horiini^ «n ; «nd of tb« olbep tb^ 
know atill Icm. Tiny tiliTO a Mine, indead, iiir 
the Mm, aaotber fiur the ntoDdf fend a ihkd fiir 
t^ Btara i twt this i> the txtettt of ttwir astvoi 
asmkid tutawledgc. ThC)' ai^ howcv«E, «xc^ 
Imt nwfktatcH with th» gun ; are nTOMrkaUf 
expert in explorinf* a passage acroi* a dCMMy or 
«lMithabtled countcy | and) bf th« quicknwu of 
Itwir ercr will discover objacu-at an inamcnw 



■ The Guetom of givaaing the bodf and Wiap^ 
pii^ it in aUns, bM been the ooMtant Ihemc at 
thme agidnit the HottentMa, but i)4thout tba 
iRudkat KMKin. In a hot ctimateT and wtter* 
inter ia eabemelf acarcet it >> a naWnd meoM* 
to anoint the tkin leat tt ahouU Woome ahHvt^ 
led and parahed by the acorchine taya of Ikir 
MB, and has been adopted by «naat nMiunt- 
iiwMed in or near the torrid iOrb. Tkfa-ctM' 
tom, tndeedi render* their efll«vte disguating' to 
•ttmngcrs ; bat tendato promote'lhe activity tf 
their bodice, and pvea tjiem a. awifincM of foot 
ftquid 10 that «f moit honca. During; the dty 
ted aultty tenon, the tnen ilae no other cost- 
ing than thia unctton ; but in cold and mM 
W«&ther, they wvar cafw oMido of iMub ahiaa, 
and manihB, sailed ewiiia^ thrown over the 
ahoutders. These croSaas aarve fer oetcringB 1^ 
dagr, bcda at night, and even wmding-aheclt af- 
ter their decease. A beau will probidily AtMCn 
a bracelet of beads, or a tkag of coppei^ rOuMl 
Imi vrristt and gwirdcr his hair vrith r ptdvcriMd 
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>eri) ciJIed buchu ; but tKne generall]' . conuiV 
tiitc tlie omanwnts of {he other sex. 
!. The Hottentot women, like thoie of most 
•Ukf nA^oD*, ar« Ibnd of (inery, and have tbdr 
necks, arms, and legs, loaded with glass-beads { 
bill tlM-iai^ett and most splendid of these oraa- 
ments are bestowed on a little aprtm, about se- 
T^n or eight inches in width, which hangs froBi 
the wwst, and scucely reaches the middle of 
the thigh. A vast number of Dutch toys and 
trinkets are constantly imported, of which theM 
people art euimvBganily fond, and for which 
tliey foolishly barter their cattle and most ralu- 
able pn^rty. The incn blow up the bladders 
of the wild beasts they have slain, and tie them 
to their hair as proo& of their iKavery* Tb^ 
setdom go abroad without a stick of about a 
foot ill leogthr to the end of which is tied the 
bushy tail of a^ wild cat, fox, or other wamnl f 
whieb Berves as a handkerchief to wipe off the 
dust or sweat, aod clean thnr noses.. 
■ Tbey eat the entrails of beasts, after deprin^ 
tbem of impurides, and washing them in clcua 
water. But, besides the flesh of cattle sod cer- 
tain wild anhiMls, tbey also si^ist on fruitt 
aod roots. They boil their moat afier the.Eu' 
FOpean manner, but roast it diSerently. Few, 
however, are at any Lrouble in coriung . their 
victuals ; nod they more generally prefer raw 
nieat^ which they tear io; pieces with their 6a- 
gers, and cat so v(U«ciau8ly,.,that the very sight 
of theta it sufficient, to^naweate a delicate sto- 
mach. They have some traditionary laws among 
tbcmi winch prohibit the eating of awinc's flttah 
bnd of Sahes without scales. The women are 
ftlw iw-t^eft to eat the blood of beattS} tod 
3I3' 
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the .fiesh oT the nn^ ) but Itu* proliibitian «K* 
tends not to the men. Ci dmvag t]|e« hoif 
tber uw Qcitlier ult nor ipice j bot tb^ ai« 
not awTM ta the highljr. SMwoDcd viauds (^ tto 
EuropeuH. 

- The ordinary bevcng^ of tfac Hnttentott ^ 
M\lk or waMtr, which are the natural liquid pco< 
diMdoni o£ their coantrf ; but, unfortunatair 
Iv them, tber are grcAt Joven of w'uie, brmdri 
■nd amck, whicbr if ttieir drcumsuuixs pei» 
nit, thej drink to mcfa escsHs, that thej &«■ 
^ucatly bcconw vi<^ima to this apecica of tMe»- 
p««Boe< 

The hooaes, or hats, of the nativoa, are bi^ 
in an clHptical ftnn» and fermod by fixing m- 
lettl brge ttkks m the gnMUKl, which an bent 
at the top ao as to denrte an archi asd camed 
with mat? »e*'ed togetbn^ The entnnce is |M> 
4om wire than three leet in haight, «td Uinrerf 
(be triple pucpoae of door, irindow, tati cMn* 
ner* A few amthmi Tcaiela, inteniM Sat tb» 
pHcpoK of diwBiiiig Iknr victoab, coMiitiite the ' 
wMa «C thur {uiakoTc. Twenty, or men <tf 
Ibttte tain an gencndly placed tCgnber,- in pr 
aiioolar'4bnD, and' make what in .oaUed a AnwV 
or village, which fteqfuaitly contalna thret a» 
bar hundml pcnona. Encb fcraal haa an hen' 
ttaiy, w weM aa a gMKral chief of the tribor 
Vtao is called ta^MT. To tke latter it belongs to 
eommand . the unjr ; diieot all (beir acgwfau 
tfOM ; larcaidc in ihe cauBol, Md ' judge sodt 
eini and crfantoal ciMMa as. we tMw^t beibiw 
faim'br afpeal Auu tlM odwrkmls. 

At Ae cewnopy of a. matfiage, the nen a^oM 
down on the ground in a ohcte, tbe centre of 
«Wcb it •ccapicd by tfic bridspMm, ta^ ^ 
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mtHint: ionn a nmilar lini; raaai the bridot K 
mae dutttDoe.. Id cfaii sUoatioti they contioue^ 
till the pricqt, cnteriu); first' the drde of mmt 
dMch«rgc3 a siiwli quanutf of urina on the bride> 
groom, who rubs it over hii body with tbe 
gretteet cdSDity ;. atlcr which, the old gentle* 
man procecdiDg to the otiier dnic, perfoniM tlw 
Mne i^iiMAQ the bnde, who likevite rubs her* 
■fllf with this delicate liquid, ifter d»e exwnpto 
of the bridegroom. The priest then gees from 
the one to tbc other BHemUely, till his reserrmr 
be exbausUd ; and wliilstin the Kt of besprink* 
ling them, repeats the fi>llowing form of prayer t 
** Afay you lixe kng together, aod be happy t 
l&ay you be bleaaed with a ion befere the end of 
ttw yeai^ and may that sen prove the comfort of 
youreidt^el and may he become a man of c«h|4 
fagc and a great hunter!" 
. When aa infimt iahorn, itii rubbed gently 
snr with cow-duag, which is dried by Uie.BUB^ 
Wind, or firc> They then gMber a &w stalks of 
figa, mth thc.|uice of which th^ wash dtefinUia 
Mifae diild, in wdu to give them vigoar aai 
■ctini7 1 after wbkfa* the whole hoif of the-iiM 
fiutt is besmeared mth Ok At of stoop -or but* 
ter, nd powdered with bacbu, winch tinf inm* 
sine coBtaioa lery-aalutary qoafitiu. The diOd 
IS thai named by one.of tbe pttsmUr bdng pee' 
wialj tprioUed with nrine, -wd gcaenl^ ten 
coins ita appeUatioi) Anaaonc favouriw baud 
When the maleiroacbtbeicBtghthoMtlnthyeart 
they are deprived of their left tmiiola; and this 
^KVaiJon is supposed to cmuibiite to Iteir agio 
Uty in ruining. WJicb tfaef atthe at the ege of 
nghleeiir .they are freed mm - maternal antho> 
»ty, aad foMegat tb iuep Ibe aot^inj -of Hm 
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nea. ' On this occaskiQ, t considenble tionbei' 
of quKli&e(t nules assemble tn the viUagCj and 
fquuting down in.ii circle, place the candidate 
tar manhtud in tlie centre. Thef are then uk- 
tdbj thepricBt^ or oldest pereon in the assembly, 
if thejr arewiirmtf to admit the youth into tbeir 
society ; and answering in the affirmative, the 
agtd speaker addresses the youth. >aMl informs 
bim that he is deemed worthy of being a mem- 
bcrof their community, and that it behoves him 
to bid an eternal farewell to all puerile amine- 
Mtents i and adds, that if ever be be fbiaid m 
the company of bis mother, he will again ba 
considered as a child, and expelled the society of 
IDO). After repe^ng these injunctions, the el* 
der discharges a stream of urine on the novici- 
atK, and pronounces with ao audible voice Ui« 
following beneilictions.: " May good IbrtUDa 
(laastantiy «ttend thee ! and thou live to an old 
Ngje I May thy beard soon appear, and grow ra- 
pidly I and mayst thou increase and multiply 1'' 
: On the death of a Hottentot, the corpse 
is, wrapped. up in the crossa of the deceased! 
and after. an interval of six hours, all ihe mea 
and women of the village assemble, each sek 
Innnin^ a separate circle, and clappjng their 
hands exclaim, " Bo, bo, bol' which aignifieB^ 
^.Father, lather, father!" Hiiving deposited 
ths dead body in the cleft of. a rock, or the .den 
of BDOiG wild bea^t, they fill up the grave -irith 
Uould, stones, or slicka, to prevent the en- 
trance of any voracious animal. Then.relum-i 
i^ to the village, they squat down in two circlca, 
aod renew their lamentatioRS for the deceased* 
and two M men. distribute their urine equally 
oa each indiv^uol* If the person ttut ia dead 
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hnf«ft an^oittlc, the Wr kiUi a sbwp for Um 
tetcit«ihm«nt of the people, tod wean tbe cawl 
round his a«ck till it fiilli off. 

The Crimea of adultery, rahbery, and nrardcT) 
9.K considered as capital. Bffencea, and pHniabMl 
•iUt daalh; The eulpnt la pUsed m a ciivle, 
Surtounded by tbe krinbiUuiia vriUt (fhibs in aieir 
katlda, and the moment that sentence is praaouiK- 
ed by the copMin »£ the kraalt he is dispatched 
kith Ihciir kirri-sticka. 

The region of thb pcofrte formeHf coniiMetf 
in aeluAwkK^in^ one Supreme Being, wbon 
(her caHed the God of Gods, and the ctvatoV 
and goveraer or«U things, endued, asffacybe* 
lieved, with unsearebable attrbutes and per* 
factinna, at»d wfaoae residence b bt lixm Um 
Moon, lliej offered bhn, howestr, ticithea 
^leaenta mn* viothnsr but made sacrifices aad 
paid their tdoiMioBS to- «dx>rdhiate deities, tbv 
princ^Ml of' winch \na the moon, whom tbey- 
tbiM addresaed i " We salota thae !— Thou an 
tt^hiotne h— Qite us iadder for our cattle, taA 
llboHdMice of miUcl" But Mr. Barrow in fonm 
tis, that no traces of .edieitn are now to bv 
iboildwnong'tben). 

, teine oTtbe HoiteBfota, hmneTerf hsvc been 
(Aoverted -to Chnstiaoi^, especiallf by the Mo' 
hivian mie«imHrica eatabCriied among the Boa- . 
jearaaOa, wbose ipeoselyteB increased te MKhJir 
degree, during the time that this colonymn ■• 
tbepoescBtidnDf the Etig]irit,'^that it waa ibofid 
ae c CTsary to laend to £(in>pe{>r mora tMLbus 
af the gospd. TJ>e' cotiverts, en Bundaya, i«> 
giriariy attend divine sBrrice, and Rppear U 
cbtirch neat and clean, and the very reverse of . 
the rest trf'lh^ GVUBtrymen i and their deput- 
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ment it trulf devoot uid comnwhdi&le.' Tbby-' 
seem inucli AfRected tf i*ji what is delivered by the 
missionaries, and tears frequentif flow fnm the 
eyes of those, to whom the discourse is more 
particulitrlf addressed*. 

' Havinggiren Bconcise account of whstieemd 
most remarkable m the tnanners, policf, tati 
religion of the natives, we shall next proceed ttf 
describe Cape Town, and its priDctpal edifices. 
This capital is pleasantly situated at the head of 
Table Bay, and a£foi'da shelter to ship* in the 
harbour from the winds that blow from the west. 
The town coDsistsof ahout eleven hundred Iiouses, 
built with regularity, and kept in neat wderj 
and is disposed into straight and parallel streeta, 
which intersect each other at right angles. There 
are three or fiaur squres, in one of which is 
held the publick market ; another is the resent o^ 
lije peasantry with th«r waggons, from the rr-- 
mote districtsi of the colony-; and a third seme 
as a parade, for exercising the troops. Many of ' 
the streets are open and airy, and have: camds «f 
water running throagh them, walkd, and fdvaeed 
with oaks, oh each side. 

The barracks, originally intended for an ho». 
pitai; and' for repositories of com, are a Itwge^ 
well-designed, and regular building, whicfci 
With two of its vrings, occupies part of one of 
the sides of the great square ; »nd the hi^iet 
ft^artments are sufficiently spadons for cotita!i>. 
ing four thousand men. The castle is a mag- 
nificent and extenvve edifice, which centra the 
harbour, and is Anexceilent defence against any 
sudden invasion, if aSsr^^every necesury ac- 

.*.Bam>w't TniTcli in Sout)iqii Africa.; 
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eomtnodjttkin for a gartisoh' of one ' thoa^aHUI 
IHi) ; contains very commodious and beautiful 
M^Dgs for all the ofHcen of the rompauy ; 
and hu magasince for publick stores. The other 
buildings art a Calvin istick and Lutheran church ; 
I guard-house, in nhicti the council of butchers 
meet for the transaction of buuness relative to 
the police' of the town ; a lai^ structure, in 
wJHch the slaves of the government are lodged ; 
■ndthecourtof justice, where civil and criminal 
causes an heard and determined. 

The govsmmcnt of the Cape is cenposed of 
eight councils. ' The first, or grand council; con- 
sists of the governor and eight others, who are 
g^enerally the highest officers in the company's 
serrice ; the second is the college of justice ; the 
third takes cognisamx of all breaches of the 
psace, and is dependent on the last ; the fourth 
is called the couit of marriages, and talies care 
that all nuptial contracts be entered into with 
the consent of the patents or guafcUans of both 
parties; the &{Ht is the chai^ber of orphans ; 
tbeuxthisthe ecdestaBtica) college ; the seventh 
is the court of common council ; and the eighth 
BBperintends all military regulations. The ser- 
vant of the Dutch covipanj amount to about 
Wt hundred, who are divided into two classes, 
the qualified and the unqualified : the former are 
those who compose the administration, and their 
clerks { the latter i^ the soldiem, artificers, and 
menial servants. 

- The garden belonging to the company at the 
Cape, which is one of the greatest beauties of 
the ptacc) and perhaps the most extraordinary 
in the world, contains every fruit, Sower, or 
shrub, tbat is valuidile or curiDus in every pait 
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tftheg^Dbe. It is lirge afu) apiKJout, aMl (am« 

nuidi a debghdiil pmiiect of tlw 9mf»nndiWK 
countrj-. The beautiea «F tha chtrming apot 
Iwe kinuniec^ite and inooacetTkUe : tbowuidt 
of various Betnn atribc the ffc g.1 onoci 4t)d vjfl 
■rith each ofter in nadvc vplcndou; ( ^rons of 
Wees of emr apeciek apvead their britnches to 
the waa ; and ikadf wa)l» and ekgant pavttisan 
tdd U die acemf , aw) ^k -tbo wtu^ A nmaOf 
tick sod eachaBtiag iqfpaaraiMK. 

The three hills which fiirm the Tat4« V«U«f , 
ire eatlei) the TaUe Maunu'm. Lion Mpwit«iD, 
BBd Winl sr OvfWt MouMaJn. . The fint ftp* 
pearance of so atupcBdooa a dmm of aafced roc^ 
as the Table MoniMMii, sarma^ foil of aireatiiic 
the attention of evcir imtiffereiit obafref of nt> 
ti»e, and nuM patticube^ iaterad: thw of the 
ttaiBcnlogiiit. Tho MTtb &QOt of U)is looufitsiq 
directl)r &£« Gape Tetn^ id nmrij' » ibotittXMl 
line of about two nulcs in length, Tij^ iwnwtit 
reaetnbles the leaf of a taUe, aod af^^ftra at a 
distance amooUi Mtd level) but \t tnggf and 
uneren. In the nwMte %K sevend cteaNM, 
which gire to it the apixiUWMW of ^8 rsiood 
vaJIs of soPM hage ud ^mUt fcrtogM. TJi«a« 
.walb rise Bho*e the lewl of TetU 3w ^ tbc 
jte^ctf 3S«3 &»t-, and the oaat fide* vhigh 
««rmtBMea at right uigka to^e front, 19 m>¥^- 
•liigher. UfMD itmic patt» »f t^ wmmit, b»< 
Itmeft Che maaaea of wlid rpck, an stvcna fof^ 
ofbeaotiiul shrubs; and stately, tnws givw in 
'thccfaasras. Ourii^ the drp 4wa«R, fron» Sep- 
teiBber to marah) the top of thw ntountala » 
frequctnftjr wvcloped in & <teudi whicji hi^ Dot 
•been im^-operif termed the Tafiie Chlh. Fron 
tfaia ctettdiuue tbe tmOi-tMt mind*; wbjcli Mpv 
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vftb iMre^Me Avy, Mtdttireaten vttif thing- 

the fisSots peK«i*e the MiMnaitof the neontaan 
ew*«loped in ttHa-dDtAl, they say, •' The Tabte 
it cotcKed, ws mast prepnre Ibv tb9 stonn*." 

: The Lkn Mouattiin- i» configuoss ts the sev 
(Sfttetida towards- the noitfa, and is a^MKated frotn 
TaMe Moontain by a small chssra. The dvpcc- 
datiotw of time and the i«\x of'twrenu baving 
tinrried air&y the luoser &nd less con>f)aci parts, 
the aiHWmR» of these tbne mountMns hwe he- 
oome disunited, but they are still joined ats 
Very coHsidenblfi elemtion above the conmon 
base. The height of Lian Mounts ia iSlt 
fiiet ; and the upper part icoRsiBCs of a solid mass 
«f stonet rotinded and iaahkned aitnilar to s 
IroA of Kt, uid'from some points of view very 
much resembles the dome of iit, Paul's cathedral 
-iA London. The Wind er Devil's Mouocain is 
nro dwusMid one hundred and sixty feet ia 
hetghfti cammands on extennre prospect of the 
ich^e mrronmting country, aod abouads with 
excellent pastures. 

' III the Cape colonies isKbootbmee of cattk of 
every desctnption,partictihu4ycrf c»wsand«heep : 
the former of IrlHch, Whetvyeung, ore so esce^> 
ingly wild, titat' U is dan^rous to appnutcti 
Ibem ; and the latter ate chiefly distin)^i«tted by 
tfteir long tirik, thongfr tt^ i^hf no means an' 
appendage peeuIiartolhoM inttA part of Aliicai 
In this country are^ two spedes «f tame- hogs i 
one <k wtdeh has no bristlest wid was origwal^ ' 
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imported (torn the island of Jan. Horscfc 
Tliich were at first brought from Persia, are ooiR 
Tery Dumerous. A .pound of tobacco will pro- 
cure a fine fat ox i and sheep and other anit 
malB are proportionable cheap< The buffalo is 
the Wrongest and the fiercest of the bovine 
genus ; and nature seems to have intended it for 
produung extraordinary efiects. The fibres of 
its nuiscles are like so manj' bundles of cords, 
and they are covered with a hide little ia&ria*. 
in strength and thickness to tbat.of the. rhinoceros. 
It is very curious and remariiable, that the teeth 
of this species of buffalo should at all timefr be 
m> loose in the sockets, as to rattle and shake. 

The wild beasts, however, make terrible havock. 
among the t^me animals, and kill vast numbera 
merely !» the sake of sucking the blood, as they 
generidly leave the carcase untouched. Of these 
the lion is the most ibimidable and deitructJiTe, 
«nd usually prefers the blood of the Hottentots to 
tbatof any other creaturo. The rhinoceros alsoi 
Utacks men with greU fury ; and is the most 
implacable enemy ai the elephant, the |belly of 
frhich it rips open vith the hom that protrudes 
from its snout, and leaves the wounded beast to 
expire. Among the other wild animals of. the ' 
Cape, are goate of various species, baboons^ 
poTcufnnes, . earth-hogs, and a remarkable crea- 
ture to which the Dutch have given the appeltatioa 
of stinkbiogson^ «r stink-b^. The Is^t men- 
tioned animal is shaped like a ferret, and is ^Mut 
the size of an ordintuy dog. When pursued it 
emits an odour from its tail so strong and dis- 
agreo^le, that no creUure can endure it, and 
which serves as an effectual means of defence 
figainst every eaemjr. The xel^mj or wildaM, 
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die A\n of wliich is qiotted and stretked, il 
lOso cbtninon in this country ; and there a aA 
abundance «f wild-cata of difiereot apecies, and 
of an mSnite Tarietyof colourei 
' Of the feathered Mce, oatrichtk Arc remark- 
Sbly numerous ; and So heavy that they are in- 
capable of Syifigi and using thetP vings only bjr 
way of sails, ekim along the ground. They am 
easily tamed, and oiuiy of them are kept in the 
Cape fortress. The flamingo is a beautiful bird) 
rather larger than a swan, and has a neck pro. 
portionably longer ; its bill is broad, and the 
upper mandible crooked, and bends very con- 

' siderably. over the under one. Its neck and 
bead arc as white as snow, the upper paK of the 
wing-feathers arc of a fianie.coIour, and thv 
lower part black. Its legs have an oruige tinge, 
and are much kinger thaA those of the storic 
The serpent-eater, or spoon-bill, is rather larger 
than a gooSe, and has a long, straight, and broad . 
bill, greatly resembling a spoon. This biid is 
never molested by the natives, on account of its 

-desfttiying serpents and other venomous crea* 
tures. The knor-cock and knor-hen, however^ 
are among the most remarkable birds, with 
which this country abounds, and serve as sen- 
tinels to the rest of the winged tribes. No 
sooner do they discover a man, thaa they give 
timely warning of the approach of danger, and 
.' iwdte a loud noise, which svems to .express the 
words (Totjt .' crack! on hearing which, the other 

. birds immediately take wing and By away. Thia 
bird is about the nze'of a common hen, and has 
black feathers on the crown, but the rest are 

- variegated vrith red, white, and aah-colour. It 
. has a short and black- beak, and yellow l^s ;■ 
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lK*iJl9 9mb u eat«eiiM4 W7 ddwioBS* bi adr 
ditjon to tlteee, tliU cfiuntir aiords v«riou^ 
.•(wckea «if et^^ i ilie Uuc bin), which di^fen> 
from the starting hi DOtfai^ «»cept id «(dour j 
.the f:a»t snapper, or lumcf -»tert which subsists 
cnttnJy on ttoaey, aoddirectBthc Bfttivcs (o thr 
Mores of Ui« industrious bee ; the fldolio, wlucb 
perfectly rcsembke the ou^xiq ; with thiC Hewi«] 
cpecies of wijd and tame fowlsi tbat «m (wmoaMi 
to Europe. 

Tb«n an: great lumbeiy of reptiies, Mine of 
Vbich «rc ptafectly innoDeVi and ot^ien of fabie 
JO»tin»lignwl: nature. The a»p is vety-cofQ. 
won and so is otao the tree-acTt>eDt. TJtis UtUr 
MfAile Kowted its s^qidUtion frona ledsiner 
.^ncipiLllj on ilie bou^s ef Ukc^ from vhenoc 
k daru at any Lurmg cresture thai; itpprOMdlW 
yittUn itfi tvacii. bis nbout tiTof trds io.lengthi 
wx) aesrly mi ioch in ibiekneas. The ^ipsa*, Or 
thifat-mrpttu, wbicfa is also to be Sauad is aanie 
«tbcr pHTts of Africa, U often to ba stet widi 
here. 1< is about three t|i»rterB of a yaMJP 
knglhi and has«b(oad tieck and sdile back* 
. Tlic bite ~a£ this reptite causes aa imraediaax a- 
6«ariimtio». wliich is siteedily fcdlmned by «i 
meUinguiah^Ue tbit^ unless aome sotidote Ik 
.appliedL The most genend naetbod of curios 
Aebite is to te.7 opeiithe«Diind«t9 Sfipigr &alc- 
tcr»«B flaisterr aod to ahsluo finm all toods of 
liqiSBTr ^1 the in&£tion be drama out. The bsir- 
serpeat, which is upvanis of ayaitiis Icagtbiia 
cooaidered as ,tbe most aofatle and aaalignaM. Of 
afl others; oar can anf tbini; Imt an instatt 
antidote pneTcat its filial c&cts. Some peraMs 
have asserted that the faead^ this a«peat cob- 
taias a stopej which is an effiEadnus ixioefiy 
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against all unimal poison; but a gentleman of 
indubitable veracity, who.hitd dissected a heail 
of tWa reptile, affinns tbat he could discover no 
such thing. The serpent-stones, indeed, are la- 
biicated by the Brahmins of India, who alone 
possess the secret of their compbaition. These 
atones have the shape of a bean, and being ap- 
plied to a wound will extract the poison ; but 
their origin has been falsely ascribed to the hair- 
serpent, since they are certainly artificial pro- ' 
ductions. The middle oflhe stone is of a whitish, 
■and the rest of a blue colour. It adheres closely 
to the flesh, and having absorbed as tnuch poi- 
son as it can contain, drops ofiT, and is put into 
milk for the purpose of discharging itself. It 

' is then repeatedly applied till all tlie poison be 
extracted, after which the wound will be soon 
healed. ■ ' 

Scor[Hcms are so exceedingly numerous, that 

,it is dangerous to remove any articles where 
these creatures are usually found. Their sting 
produces excruciating pain, but is seldom &ta], 
unless the proper and well-known modes of cure ' 
be unpardonaUy neglected. In short, no country 

,in the world abounds more with living creatures, 
innocent as well as noxious, 

The sea on this coast is plentifiilly stocked 
Vith fish, and other marine animals, some of 
which are unknown to Europeims. The torpedo 
or cramp-fish is frequently caught at the Cape, 
is of a circular form, and generally weighs about 
a quarter of a pound. The head does not pro- 
ject from the body ; its eyes are small, and its 
mouth is shaped like a crescent, above which are 

.two lioles tbat are probably its nostrils. The 

.back b of an orange colour, the belly winteg tkc 
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tail stender, trtA ererf put of tlie skin inwoETl 
find deslktite of suks. - Though this fisli h fw 
wa;rB ungulat- in ita shape or stK, it faas '^ropei*- 
ties for which philosophj- hss iti vain atteiriptei 
to Bccouttt. Eveiy pereon that touches it with « 
«tick feel* his limbs cramped and benumfoed it 
such & manner thut be cannot more, and parti- 
cularly those parta which ore tmrcst the ^sh* 
This extreme toi^cKtf seldom coWinuea Ibngcf 
than two minutes, but its effects will not whoHf 
cease in less than half an hmir. 

During the irronths of May, June, July, and 
.August, gold-fish are seen in prodigious -shoals 
near the Cape, but in no other part of the year 
do they appear. These fish differ very much 
from those in Chi^a, and have only a circle rf 
■gold about each eye, and a streak along the 
back ft'om the head to the tail. Their length is 
afoouta foot and a half. The flesh is of a reddish 
colour) and «f a,deKcioDfi taste, and is esteemed 
not only wholesome, hut also medtcind, eepec^ 
-«lly in purifying the blood and juices. 

The mIvci* fiSh caught at the Cape very muoh 
resemble carp Sn shape and HaTour, and com- 
monly weigh dxiut a pound each. Their skioB 
are white, and strewed longitudindly with a. 
bright colour like ralver. "Hiey generally keep 
out at sea, except at particular seasons, wheh 
they enter tht mouths rf rivera in prcKligtoOs 
shoals. 

Tiie fish called 4c betmet is about the leitgA 
and thickness «f a mui's arm, and has large 
scaJes of bright purple, variegated with stretto 
of gold, llie flesh has a crimson colour, is cS- 
Tided into sereral parts by a WlW of tnembraneous 
■aubrtsnce, «Dd is -esteemed »greeftW« md whota- 
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7%eK lire two kindi of brwaenU) tlie fleih of 
vliich IB delicAte and [^AMnt ; and buidea .tfacM, 
scdes, iftotde*, crabs, and oTiterst nre fband ki 
-ftbtindanoe ; dsIpkiiiB sre ivtqaeatiy Ken in the 
Injr a£cr a ■tpong j^le of wind. A apecics of 
tltc aaterits, or BUr-Gab, aiul the paper nsatilm 
are likewite oonnnoa. Tliese not uauBiuUy an: 
fwaid in the cabinets of European vinuosi. 

Wbalea ape numerous during the winter aea- 
■onin all the bays ofSouthera Africa, where thejr 
are cwight with mope &cilit)^ than in the midst 
■of the ocean. They seldom exceed aixty feet ifi 
length, and their bones 3n« of little value ; but 
tm each fish yields about ten tms of oil, they are 
-decned i^suffleieat oon^equence to attract the M- 
tention of a company which has been establiftbed 
withu) these few years, for the purpose of car- 
rying on ft Sahery at Table Bay. 
■ The ahells ape net vury numerous in tbia port 
of the African coaet; Uie roost common are of 
the univalve tribe ; and as the peninsuki is desti- 
tute of lime-stone, tbeseaic fr«tjuani]y collected 
(Md rethtced to lime. 

To enter on an enamenttion of the inaecfes 
'tbat people this regioti, would be foreign to the 
dtstgnof our woi4 : to the inqniNtive naturalist 
-they hare ofteji presented an ample field for re- 
aenrch and examination. In a w*rd, the couij. 
try rouDd the Cape is rich to cRuberanoe, both 
in animal and Teg€tabte production! ; a few of 
-die latter we sh^ embrace ^is opportunity of 
ptHticutarizingi convinced that « desctiption of 
oatltre never f^ to interest, and to command rt> 
tentton. 

Though timber is extfemofy rare and expen- 
«lf c, JiUle paiM hu be«i - taken in tbe ytcinitj 
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of Cape Tovn to promote its cultivation. Ptaa- 
tations indeed of stone-pine and white poplar, with 
- avenues of oak-trees, are sometimes seen near thfc 
country homes, but the timber they produce is seir 
doni equal to what might be expected from the 
•rapidity of their growth. The sides of the hiih, 
howeveri near the Cape, are naturally clothed 
with the Bilver>tree, the conocarpa, and various 
oUiers, which are collected for the purpose of fuel 
in great abundance. 

Various exoticks might, no doubt, be success- 
fully cultivated here. Already, the cotton plant, 
indigo, the sugar cane, tea and cofree plants, are 
to be found in difierent parts of the colony, and 
aeem to flouiish as well as many of the indige- 
nous productions. 

Two species of the wax plant (myrka cerifiray 
are abundant in the sandy flats. The dwarf mul- 
berry, the palma christi, and the aloe, also grow 
' in great luxuriance and plenty. 

From the approximation of the Cape olive to 
the cultivated plwt of Europe, it is matter of Bur>-, 
prise that the latter has never been introduced, 
since its success appears undoubted, and the co- 
lony is destitute of any vegetable oil, that is fit to 
be applied to culinary purposes- 
Many of the tropical and most <rf the Euro- 
pean fruits are reared at the Cape ; and the 
table is constantly sullied with a variety of 
chquce productionsi either green or diy, such as 
. China and mandarin oranges, grapes, figs, gua- 
vas, apricots, peaches,' pears, pomegranates, ap. 
pleS) quinces, strawberries, waluuts, almonds, 
chesnuts, and mulberries, alt >rf excellent quality 
.and easy purchase. ■"=■ 

The vineyards, fiiiiterieS} and |;ardens, are 
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comfoonly divuled into aiuwcsi and dc&aded 
imm the lurching mfUience of the Eoutb-eatf 
wind hg cut hedges of tjuincci oak, ami myiU«. 
. Barley, the piiacipal graia in the peniniula, is 
chiefly raised in open grounds; tut bejon^ ti^ 
jvthmns, and olonf the wcstcm coaUt gnus ifi 
fuUivHled to g^rcat adrantage. 

At the close of the rainy sesson, which geao- 
xa3ig takes place in Septembtu*, the plaios bf»- 
neath the Table Mount^n and on the westerp 
■hoBe of Tahk Bay are beautifuUf enlivened with 
^e large otlio&na, whM^b springs up in delight- 
.uil luxuriance from a verdanl carpet of tbe creep- 
'Jng trif^ium melilotos. Equally numerous arp 
.Star-Sowers, with a regulkr radiated cordlf, 
either of a fine yellow or the purest white, occ^.- 
ciouWly broken and diverufied. with wkt sod 
tiae^ gKen ; while tbe ps^is c«niua« varying its 
coloijr through every ^n^ froni th^ most br!^< 
JiaBt red «iwl purple down to the mqst unsullied 
'Whil^ increases die beauty of the cbarning 
Jandscspf. 

,A£^ni wh^ the beasts of the sin are with- 
drawn from the gay parterres, and the, p^nt^ 
.^niily of Flora begia to dose tUeif odoriferous 
petals, (he modest isia cionaxaonieEi, which h^s 
jenuineck shut uf and invisible under the taezi- 
4iaa (iay, begins to uofbld its delicate blosaaoh 
.«Ad perlvnies tiie evewnggale with the i^ait Ff- 
Ji-eshing sweetness^ 

. Tlw nwroretat the iriS) tbe.gUdiolus, and tf)e 
aatholiza, each &imish a variety of species, equal 
in grace and elegance ta tbe ixia-. Tbe slopfs 
of the hills are ri^f covered and, perfumed ^y 
«n abundanoe of gcraniun» ; and in the liliace- 
«us dasB, the Amaryllis attracts the ootic* .^ 
erery lover of vegetable nature. 
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Among: ^e deep (bliage of the twk, and (ha 
browner hue of the atonepine, the Hofi nnd ill-; 
■wry leaves of the protca at^ntia serve to diver- 
sify the scene, and to add beauty to the sylvan 
walk. Extensive plantations of this tree environ 
the bottom of Uic Table Mountain, and both 
hills and vales are occasional!}' enlivened witfk 

'Various species of heaths, which may veil rank 
among the most elegant and attractive of Afri- 
can plants. 

Amidst the swamps which occnpy part of the 
flat summit of the Tabic Mountain, the eye is 

-delighted with a variety of handsome shrubsi 
among; which are found in abundance, a tall 

-fhiCescent plant, denominated the centea mu- 

'conata, and the physodes, a species of heath, ^ 
whose delicate blossoms, highly glazed by a ^lii- 

-tinous coating, axhibit a charming appearance 

; under the cheering effects of the solar rays. 

Buch is tlK general picture of vegetable nature 
In the vicinity of the Cape ; its -full detail would 
employ the labours of the botanist for years, 

'after all Qiat has been already written -on the 
subject. 

The aeamms are exactly the reverse of those 

' in Europe. Spring, which commences with Sep- 
tember and ends with December, ii by far the 

-inoBt agreeable season-here, as, indeed, it is in 

'most countries. ' The summer, from December 
to the end of MArch, is rather sultry i the au- 
tumn, 'from March to June, is distinguished bjr 
a^variety of weather, though generally pleasant 
towards its dose i and the winter, from June to 
September,' is usually rainy^ cbid, and stormy. 

On the summit of the'-Tftble Mountain the 
temperature is considerably lower than in Capa 
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Xovo, during the dear weather of winter ; wid 
in the sumnter the difTerence is still more per* 
ceptible, when the head of the mountain is en- 
•veloped by a flcecf cloud, not inaptly teroied 
" the table-cloth." 

Of all the winds which blow herei the 60Utb- 
CEHt and north-west are the most powerfiil : the 
fiMTner is extremely I'iolent when the cJoud rest# 
upon the moutitain, and generally predominates; 
from the end of August til] the middle of May. 
The latter commences about the end of May, 
and blows occasionally till the termination of 
August. The approach of winter is generally 
indicated by the subsidence of the winds, and 
the disappearance of the fleecy cloud. These to- 
kens ar« succeeded by heavy dews, thick fogs, 
and cold nonli westerly winds, accompanied by- 
violent storms of thunder, lightning, and rain. 
At the expiration of three days, however, the aN 
mospherc generally begins to brighten, and the 
mountains on the continent appear with tbeir 
tops buried in snow, and a light sprinkling of 
the same is seen about the head of the Table. 

The nights are always cool, though the morn- 
ings are sometimes close and sultry : a south- 
east breeze generally springe up about the. middle 
of the day, and gradually dies away as evening 
approaches. The general standard of the tempe- 
rauire of Cape Town, during the winter months, 
is from fifly degrees at sun-rise to sixty at no<»i ; 
and in the middle of summer the thermometer 
ranges from seventy to ninety. 

The barometer variea little compaied with 
wliat is observed if}-our climate. The MMth- 
eaat winds rarely qpfasion an alteration in the 
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tDtNf *f ihoK th» the fifteen bQri(h«Mi pOTof 
an inch- The r^ulsrity of ttm seasons indeed. 
IB wonderRil hetc ; and b;^^tie daiif gates which 
blow over Cwpe Town, a petpetfiat circuhuian 
of air is kept upi which not onlf concributca to 
the comforts but to the healAiness of the inlia- 
UtantSi among tfiwm few difleUM Kre IinowM, 
ex<^ept such eis ffre the result of patiAeiom 
habitB. 
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